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a heavy sedimeat. Doctors were not
helping me so I began taking Doana
Kidney Pills. I improved soon, and
after a while was entirely free from
my sferling. I am In the best of health
now and am In debt to Dose's Kidney'
PIUs for saving my life."

Sold by all dealers. so cents a box.
Foster Milburm Co., Buffalo. N. T.

THE WITCHES' TREE.

Curious Superstitions Regarding the
influenne of the Elder.

Country people speak of the elder
Ree as "The Witches' Tree," and plant
it near farm buildings and dairies to
keep off witches. They also say that
the roots should never come near a
well, still less grow into it. or the
water will b espoilt. Evelyn's opinion
was also unfavorable. He says: "I
do by no means commend the scent of
it which is very noxious to the air.

"We learn from Biesius that a cer
tain house in Spain, seated among
many elder trees, diseased and killed
Sealy all its inhabitants, which, when
at last they were grubbed up, became
a very healthy and wholesome place."

Cattle scarcely touch the elder, and
the mole Is driven away by the scent.
Carters often place branches on their
horse' beads to keep of flies. Nothing
will grow well in the company of the
elder, and when it has been removed
and all its roots carefully grubbed up
it Is some few years before the ground
becomes perfectly sweet and good
for anything.

The berries, besides feeding the
birds, make excellent country wine.
delicious with soda water In summer
or taken hot in winter: the wood is
particularly good for skewers and the
eurious jews' red fungus grows on

elder stumps. A species of elder in the
Tyrol is covered with beautiful scarlet
berries.

High Living Expenses.
American housewives who complain

of the high cost of living can sympia
thise with their sisters in Cartagena.
Living expenses in the Colombian city
are 75 to 100 per cent higher than
In the United States, according to re-
ports ,of Consul Isaac A. Manning.

For example, the retail price ot
flour is 10 cents per pound, or $16 to
$19 per barrel; a one-pound loaf of
bread sells for 15 cents; soda crack.
ers for 1 cent each. or 40 cents per
pound; potatoes, 6 to 12 cents per
pound; onions, I to 13 cents per
pound; lard, 20 cents; bacon, 70
cents; tinned butter, 80 cents; ap"
pies, 20 to 40 cents per pound. and
other articles according.

The Rat Skin Industry.
The use of rat skins In various In,

dustries baa created a demand In
London alone to the amount of nearly
$200,000 a year. states a British pub.
lication. They are used among other
things for bookbinding, photograph
frames, purses and for the thumbs of
women's gloves. A new brannh of
work Is likely to Increase the con-
sumption largely, and as much as 75
to 90 cents a day was earned by the
unemployed in Denmark last year,
when the rat act was passed. The
damage done by rats In sngland
alone Is estimated to amount to many
million dollars a year, and their cap.
ture already occuples a large number
of persons.

OVER THE FENCE
Neighbor Says something.

The front yard fence is a famous
council place on pleasant days. Maybe
to ehat with some one along the street.
or for friendly gossip with next door
aelghbor. Sometimes It Is enly small
talk but other times neighbor has
somethiag really good to offer.

An old resident of Baird, Texas, got
some mighty good advice this way
oes.

He says:
"Drlinklag coffee left me nearly dead

with dyspepsia, kidney disease and
bowel trouble, with constant pains in
my stomach, back and side, and so
weak I could scarcely walk.

'*Ome day I was chatting with one of
my neighbors about my trouble and
told her I believed coffee hurt me.
Neighbor said she knew lots of people
to whom cofee was poison and shepleaded with me to quit It and give
Pestal a trial. I did not take her
avise right away but tried a change
et clemate, which did not do me any
astd. ThIu I dropped coffee and took
,I*s Poetam.

"My Imtapresumt began Immediate.
arM Ist better every day I used

bowels became regular In two
U E #V gamis were gone. Now I

1 same streog sad can eat any.
rwat t without distress. All

ed' ig gte to la haviag quit cot-
g lhesO et Pasutm regu.
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ONLY PERMANENT HOME
OF MINSTRELSY CLOSES

Historic Amusement Place In Philadelphia bhee Out of
Buslnes-Great Names on Its Programs.

Mfstrelsy's historic home, the
Eleventh Street Opera house, ln Phila-
delphia. has closed forever, and the
burnt cork artist is now without any
place that is devoted specially to his
particular kind of entertalnment.

There Is an almost national sig-
nificance in the fact, for the minstrel
show, with its lively part, its songs,
its dances, its humor of the end men.
may be said to represent the only
characteristic form of theatrical enter-
tainment that the United States has
produced.

Whe'n Dvorak, the Bohemian com-
poser, came to the United States to
get the matfrial for a symphony. he
was so much attracted by the original
songs of the negroes as he heard them
on the plantations that he decided
that they were the only original form
of melody the new world afforded,
and he incorporated them with most
beautiful effect in his composition
"From the New World."

What Dvorak did for these melo.
dies in serious vein the minstrel show
does for them in a manner to afford
entertainment to the public, and it is
a matter of regret that after two gen-
'rations of continuous minstre!sy, the
oid building on Eleventh street in the
Quaker city is to close its doors for-
ever.

The entirk history of minstrelsy can
be traced through the experiences of
this house and those who have per-
formed there.

Beginning of Minstrelsy.
When it was launched the minstrel

show was a form of entertainment had
just begun to take definite form, and
in its walls have been heard the songs
and the jokes of those who were the
founders of the special form of amuse.
ment.

Those who have given study to the
subject name as the first of the min-
strels. George Washington Dixon, who
is well known to .fame as the "Zip
Coon." He began his successful ca-
reer in the early 3ls. hut no more
than one swallow could make a sum-
mer can this lone performer, singing
his negro songs and doing his dances,
be termed a "minstrel show."

Dan Rice. with his "Jim Crow"
song, which was thoroughly in the
vein of the negro minstrel song of the
present day, and which gave him a
vogue so extraordinary that others

t saw the possibilities of the form of
s entertainment as extended to fill a
f whole evening.

t. Rice gave a burlesque, something in

Frafk Dumont. Matt Wheeler and H ughey Dougherty Blacking Up at the
Old M Irror.

the form of a comic opera, and he
filled it with melodies of the planta-
tion.

Rice and his "Jim Crow" were the
rage for ten years on both sides of
the Atlantic. and then there came
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comblaations with a whole com
of entertainers.

The Buckleys New Orleas flee
naders claimed to be the frst, and
they showed the countries in the 40s.
They claimed to have been ortatated
in 1841, their desire evidently being
to antedate the Whitlock's Virginia
minstrels, which had been I 'rmed in
1842.

Printer Plans First /.now.
Whitlock claimed that no mapped

out and planned the first complete
minstrel show ever seen in this coun-
try. He was a printer, with a great
deal of talent in the use of a banjo.
and when he mapped out his Idea of
the first entertainment where there
should be no orchestra save that on
the stage, and the melodies of the
negroes should fill the whole evening.
he invited some of his friends with

I !.ueical skill, Dan Emmett, violinist:
Frank Bower, bones, and Dick Pel-
ham, tambo. They had which went
off so well that they got ambiious.
They formed their company, went out
on the road and made good from the
start. Then followed a host of other
minstrel combinations, and by the
time the 50s had arrived minstrelsy
was on the top crest of its vogue.

The show of that day was much on
the same lines as that which has sur-
vived to the present generation, ex-

I4

Three Famous Old-Time Minstrels-J. L. Concross, E. F. Simpson and L
F. Dixey.

cept that It had not then h en elabo-
rated to such an extent. There was
a first part, with the wI:ole company
In black, end men furnishing the
comedy, interlocutor asking the ques-

lions, and the sweet singers delight-
ing the musical Instincts of the audi-
ence. Then would come the second
part, the various acts, which usually
included a wench dance, an accordion
solo, a comic song and a long walk
around.

Among the early geniuses who
helped to give originality to the art
of the minstrel a member of the Buck-
ley's New Orleans Serenaders. Then
he organised his own company, the
Sanford's Serenaders and Burlesque
Opera troupe.

Its plans were very artistic for this
kind of entertainment. Many grand
operas were then being heard in this
country for the first time, and the
Sanford company burlesqued them in
such clever style that it had the au-
diences in the big cities screaming
with laughter.

Closed to Slack Face Artists.
Sanford wanted to play permanent*

ly in Philadelphia. but his theater
burned down at the start of his en-
gagement, and left without a home.
he decided to take the Eleventh
Street Opera house.

This was the beginning of the cc-
cupancy of the building by minstrels,
and there was never a hiatus in the
ifty years that followed until a few
weeks ago, when the buldi* closed
its doors as the home of the black
face artist
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Sam Sanford Who Opened the House
In 1854.

Cartee only conducted the house for
about ten weeks. but failed so dis-
mally that he in turn was glad to
close it out to Sanford.

In the conmination with which San-
ford inaugurated his new policy were

many of th.- most noted entertainers
of their day. Cool White, Dick Sitter.
Holden J. Williams, C. Campbell. J.
Paul. O.P. Perry, A. Von Bonhorst,
E. F. Dixey. John I. Carncross, J. W.
H. Lincoln. Sam Sharpley and Master
J. Sanford.

The combination was held together
virtually intact until 1860. when
Carncross and Sharpley left the com-
pany and opened up at another thea-
ter.

The loss of these two favorites was
quite a blow, for Carneroos was a
noted bal!ad singer, and Sharpley was
a great comedian. Sanford did not
do nearly so well without them. and
finally got Into financial troubles,
which compelled him to give up the
house.

End Man at Seventy-four.
When he did so. other capital was

quickly furtheoming to put Carneross
in charge. He returned together with
Sharpley, and the house then became
known as the home of the Carncroas
and Dixey company. Dixey being the
most popular of the old members who
had remained loyal to Sanford.

In this early company is to be
found on old programs the name of
Hughey Dougherty, and it is a point
of special interest that when the cur-
tain fell the last time, a few weeks
ago. Dougherty, now seventy-four
years of age, was still filling the place
of end man, and arousing just as
much laughter as of yore.

Lew Simmons and B. I. Slocum
started a minstrel house in opposition
to that of the older organisation, and
it enjoyed ten years of success, the
Quaker City supporting both houses,
which shows what the minstrel show
meant in popularity then.

About a dosen years ago Mr. Cam-
cross withdrew from the business, and
was succeeded as propreitor by Prank
Dumont (who until the finish of the
house, a few weeks ago, acted as mid-
die man, wrote all the burlesques
and conducted the business end.

Many noted singers and comedians
have appeared at the old house. In
addition to. those already mentioned
were John Diamond. Frank Moran,
Eddie Foy. Press Eldridge. Bobby
Newcomb. Freddy Wala. Jeff De An-
gelis. Chauncey Olcott, Melcille Jan-
sen and Vie Richards.

Traveling comblaations of mis.
strels, like Dockstaders and Primrces
and West's still remain, but it is a
matter for regret that the permanent
home should have lound it necessary
to close.
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the reciplent feel be is an latmale
friend ea first elght-lestead of a
man with that valuable dpsmodity, a
vote--a art known only to the so.
complished politician.

From a corner of the crowded hotel
corridor the "Party's Choice" eyed
him askance. James Haskins was am-
bitions to succeed himself as a nation-
al representative of his district. Ex-
perience had tsugh him how to judge
human nature and for days past he
had noted, with ever-increasaing alarm,
an inexplicable tarn In the tide which
had promised to land him, high and
dry, on the shores of victory but a
abort time before. Sansome's ascend-
ancy was something he could not un-
derstand or explain by any of the va-
rious standards that govern political
conditions. It seemed as though some
unseen power was using the "sack,"
the contents and purpose of which are
defined In cartoons by a large dollar
mark. Yet he knew Sansome to be
almost fanatically honest; that San-
some, himself, possessed no great
means and that, wij the policy he
favored and would (oubtless carry
out, It would be directly against the
interests of any of the great commer-
cial powers to back him.

Haskins, however, was too thor-
oughly schooled In political methods
to voice his disquietude, even to his
nearest lieutenant. He knew the value
of manifested confidence and smiled
condescendingly on his opponents' ef-
forts, with the unconscious assurance
of the political favorite who, disre-
gards, on the surface, all undercur-
rents and trembles, Inwardly. Resolu-
tions of premature withdrawal were
forming in his mind. It was either
that or defeat, or-

Pulkerson, upon whom Haskins had
frowned all evening and for many pre.
vious days as well, caught his eye at
this juncture and noted the faint wa-

"Jim-You Don't Mean That-That-J

vering line in Haskins' mouth. Pulk-
erson was the trusted agent of a great
corporation. He had waited for this
sign, patiently igd unrebuffed, ever
since he was commissioned to Insure
the passage of a certain measure, "at
any cost." Now he smiled in sardon-
Sc triumph. deep within himself. Out-
wardly his face was expressionless.

"Come, and have a drink." he said
to Haskins.

The two left the corridor and en-
tered a private compartment labeled
"Club Room." Puikerson, who en-
tered last, closed the door after him.

"Well." he said to his companion.
"You see how it's goln."

Haskins faced him angrily.
"Is this some of your work?" he

asked.
The other smiled in quiet ao-

quiescence. He was not a man of
words.

Again the wavering line came to
Haskins' mouth. "Why are you boost-
lg Sansome'" he asked. puzsledly:
"Don't you know he won't stand for
any of your 'legislating?' Eh?"

"He's a new man,' replied the oth-
er. "He doesn't know the ropes like
you, and, if it comes to a choice of
evils, he'll be easier to circumvent."

"Well, I'll be damned!" exclaimed
Haskins. He could not think of an-
other thing to say.

"I dost know about that," returned
Pulkerson, with a laugh. "but you'll
be beaten-unless--"

The rattle of poker-chips came to
them from an adjoining compartmbnt.
"Shut up," Haskins broke in. "Don't
talk so loud. I know what you mean.
Do you think you can buy me at pub.
le auctioa?"

"It's your nerves." said Pulkersoa,
with a touch of coetempt. "I wasnt
speaking above a whisper."

Haskias did net sem to hear him.
"After all." he remarked, with ea.

eellent dlsmlmulatlos, "I. don't ears-
much. You aight be at me and you
might aet, but rye got mousy
eneesh-"

"-"to want more." amished the oth.
er. grlmly. "You waat this election
worse than ever-tee times worse.
and itW yours for a little--a
He pDed, impreD ee. while Huas

he. tit eE the eme at a black eigar
aid aguad" amsot with nervees th-
pue. He -s away g slause hSi

Ms

at a -r

sagEe oasate m i
was Speedariver .t w :

a seas parlor In fthe suise
'-' th t as l
i~sto Soan Im

,am thekiok of his 15t diwerg-
aes* trm that st it end robo ests

twin whish, with him. was a distaste
for oeil, sather than a vi3tory over
tempta1ega, he felt Imaud with a a.d-
deo asbisetae rgeklessness that kaew

I the sof light of a womas's eyes,
he forget, temaporarily, the vtielitadee
of a "career." It seamed vary far
away-the other Ulfe-ea he held both
her hands for a moment and then
sank, In comfortable wearimess, late
an easy chatr at her side.

Margaret Haslage had bee soeo
thing vaguely between riend and
sweetheart to James Haskins for
many years. Once, In the Long Ago-
It seemed long ago, because he had
lived raphidl sineq then-he had want-
ed her solely In the latter capacity.
Falling In this, he had grown almost
used to accepting her In the former,
but, though he did not realise It him-
self, he had never ceased to hope.

There was an atmosphere of sane.
tity In the little room, Into which
thoughts of the political and moral
maelstrom from which he had fed for
a momentary respite, could not enter.

Margaret's eyes were troubled as
she looked at him. Hers was that
rarer Intuition which blends sympathy
with understanding and merges both
In practical helpfulness. Beyond the
commonplaces of greeting neither had
spoken.

"is your campaign going wrong,
Jim?" she questioned, presently.
"Aren't you going to win?"

Manlike, he misconstrued. Was he
going to win? She wanted him to,
and she was disappointed by the pres-
age of defeat which must, somehow,
have come into his face. The features
of Pulkerson looked before him. It
recalled the opening scene of "Faust."

Marguerite and Margaret! Almost
identical names! That seemed odd.

But he wasn't going to win her. It
that were the stake, there would be
no hesitation, he decided. However,
he would hesitate no longer.

"Yes." he said, slowly, and with in.
creasing emphasis on each succeeding
word. "I-am-going-to-win."

Margaret regarded him curiously.
"You say that, as though you were

sorry," she smiled.
Baskins turned away. "You don't

understand these things, little wom.
an," he replied. "When one gets any-
thing-one pays."

She arose and, leaning over the
back of his chair, placed her hands I
lightly upon his bowed shoulders.

"Jim," she cried anxiously, unbe.
lievingly. "Jim-you don't mean that
-that-"

"I've sold . myself?" he finished
harshly. "No-not yet."

"You mustn't," she cried out, start-
ing backward. "Oh, Jim! You would
not do that!"

The reproach in her tone stung him.
He arose and stood before her, de-
fiant.

"It's hard to give up everything." he
said with bitter meaning. "Very hard.
You donut know. You're a woman."

Margaret's eyes blazed with a quick
scorn. "It you do this thing." she
said with deliberate distinctness, "I
shall never speak to you again."

Haskins' teeth met with a snap. He
knew it was not an idle threat, and.
also, he knew what this wood mean
to him. But be was not used to be-
lng dictated to. and this night he had
been the shuttlecock of conflicting
purposes. The woman's ' ultimatum
acted like a goad.

"Very well." he answered, coldly.
"It's part of the price. I suppose.
Ooodnaght."

In another moment he would have
gone. But suddenly, the spark of an-
ger died from Margaret's eyes andsomething else replaced it. With anImpulsive movement she hurried aft.
er him and flung both arms about his
neck.

"Jim!" she cried, in a last appeal.
"Do you want to break my heant? Do
you? Do you? Jim- won't you let it
go--and be satisfied with me?"

"With you?" he repeated wonder.
lngly, a strange light in his eyes.
"With you? Why-you-said--.-"

She hid her face on his shoulder.
"I said that I didn't love you-once,"
she sobbed out. "But-I can't let youdo this thing. You won't, Jim? Willyou? Promise me you won't."

With a quick, hungry force Haskins'
arms enfolded, her. All life seemedpresent and new to him. There was
no past, no complication. now.
Nothing but a sense of beautiful. mar.
velous victory. trester than any ofwhich be had ever dreamed.

On t0e followlag morsins. Pulker.
so stood in the lobby of the capitol
scrutiaialag. blankly. for the twentieth
ties, a sheet of note paper whiph bore
thq following tees inscription:

"'oo to the devil-Haskis "
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Living Expenses In India.
The Increased 'ost of living ia In.

dia gsearaly and In Calcutta paralcu.lady, writis our correspondent, is
s*Weir ltsI met only by Europesa
but also by Kadian. Hoose rest la
reset years has trebled sad even
quadrupled. Tea years age a family
of half a domea persoas could Ive in
fair comfort for 300 a year, exlude
lag extras. with mothtng lees tham
500 can ose live Ia tne same way
now. This i1 recognased by the gow-
ernment, sad the salaries of subordi-
nate ofetals have been revised. Do-
meetlo servants' wages have to'
oreased enormously. A good cookcannot be had for les than 40 a
year, whereas half that saum was con-
sidered smclent tea years ago.

PATENTS.

List of Patents Issued Last Week to
Northwestern inventers.

Reported by Lothrop & Johnson,patent lawyers, 910 PIoneer Phess
buU4t)n. St. Paul. Nina.: J. H. Coalt,
Fairmont. Mnln.. grass catcher; J. L.
Dahiquist, St. Paul, Mina., Jar holder;
J. T. Fuhrman. St. Paul, Mina., Sue
cutter; N. Hoopla, Duluth. Nina.,
grain car door; W. H. Johnson, Col-
gate. N. D., mall box; P. T. McNally.
Mandan, N .D, mechanical move-
ment; C. N. Porter. Carrington. N.
D.. metal grain tank.

Thirst for Knowledge.
"Paw, Is there such an animal as a

water buffalo?'
-Yes."
(Pase.)
"Paw, is there a water elephant,

too?"
"Oh. I suppose so. Don't bother

me. Tommy; I'm busy."
(Pause.)
"Does the water elephant carry a

steamer trunk, paw?"

DR. J. H. RINDLAUC (Speelallet),
Eye, Ear, Nose and Threat.

Fargo, N. D.

Merely Frlienly.
Elderly Relative-Mortlmer, what

are your intentions in regard to Miss
Bullion?

Scapegrace Nephew-Strictly hon-
orable and praiseworthy, uncle.

Elderly Relative-I am glad to hear
that, Mortimer. I was afraid you
were going to persuade her to marry
you.

WU PAT lee. Uae P05 cowWIDasHigh price tr wool . Sell sbeep di heap,N. W. HWde & Par Co.. Minneapeli, Mlan.

Why He Were it.
Hibbe-That's a pretty loud vest

you have on, old man.
* Gibbe-Tea. the doctor said I must
keep a check on my stomach.

we mu .sum iniwU tea`

A Ncturnmal Ramble.
"Is Clancy any better-I duneo."
"YI., he was out av his head all

nSIht. But he's back in again this

inrl'"AI ~ l'."k'lI.

The optimist expects to get a good
hand even when the other fellow shut-
See and deals.

If you are in a small place it may
be because you won't fit in a big
plae.
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