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RATES OF POSTAGE now furnished with =cales of a lmited

FIXING RATES
UNDER PARGEL
POST SYSTEM

Government Goes Into Business
of Transmitting Merchandise
Through the Mails.

NEW LAW FULLY EXPLAINED

Country Divided Into Zones and
Units for Purpose of Fixing Charges
for Carrlage—No Package Weigh-
ing More Than Eleven Pounds la
Mallable—Anything Properly Wrap-
ped Which Will Not Injure Other
Mall May Be Sent.

By EDWARD B. CLARK.

With the coming of the New Year
the United States government will en-
ter into & new fleld of enterprise—
the t fta! of handi by
what I8 known as the parcel post.
For years there has been a demand
for such a wystem of Inexpensive
t ittal of packag The campa
of favor and disfavor of the parcel
post scheme have been about equally
divided. Finally at the last session
of congress a bill was passed which
will put the plan Into operation, but
only it must be sald in lttle more
than an experimental way.

It 18 the intention of Uncle Sam to
move rather slowly in the parcel post
matter. He wants to find how popu-
lar it will be, how much it will cost
the government, and whether there is
to be a profit or loss at the end of
each year. If it Is found that the
plan Is successful from the point of
view of the people, which means the
government also, the parcel post will
be extended until finally it reaches
the proportions which its proponents
eay they believe it is destined to as-
sume.

Zone System Explained.

It 18 no exaggeration to say that
th ds upon th of inquir
fes have been made of the postmaster
general ms to just what the parcel
post will mean to the people. It was
the law of congress establishing the
aystem which made provision for &
division of the country into zones
and into 35,000 units which are to be
used as centerd in deseribing the el
cles which mark the bounduries of
the zones. There has been no clear
understanding, apparently, of this
zone system, but really It s & very
simple matter,

The accompanying map shows the
eountry divided into zones from the
unit in which Washington Is sit-
uated, as the center. Accompanying
the map is a table showing the rate
of postage per pound for parcels fram
Washington to places within all the

Each unit contalns an area thirty
miles square. Now each unit Is a
ecenter from which the goues are
drawn and so every unit in the coun-
try no matter where It 18 gituated will
have zones drawn from it just exactly
as Washington has them drawh from
it. For instance, take Keokuk, Ia.
which is iz a unit in the fifth zone.
From that will be drawn circles ex-
actly as they are drawn from Wash-
ington and they will be numbered from
Keokuk as number one, just as they
are numbered from Washingt as

*1st zone 2d 3d
Wt. Local Zone zone zone
Lbs. rate. rate, rate. rate.

1...30.05 $0.05 30.06 $0.07
... 06 08 . 12
3... 07 1 a4 7
4... 08 .4 .18 .22
B... 09 07 22 W
--- 0 20 26 32
.- 11 28 30 37
B... .02 26 34 42
9... J3 29 38 47
10... .14 32 42 52
1M... .15 35 46 .57

Zone see the Parcel Post Guide.

e,

Parcels weighing four ounces or less are mailable at the rate
of one cent for each ounce or fraction of an ounce, regardless of
distance. Parcels weighing more than four ounces are mailable
at the pound rate,as shown by the following table, and when mailed
at this rate any fraction of a pound is considered a full pound.

*For a full explanation of the rates of postage in the First

4h b5th 6th Tth 8th
zone zone. zone Zone zome
rate rate rate rate rate
$0.08 $0.09 $0.10 $0.11 $0.12
4 06 19 21 24
20 23 28 31 .36
26 30 37T 41 48
S2 37 A6 51 60
g8 44 55 61 .72
A4 51 64 71 84
S0 58 .73 B1 .96
b56 65 .82 .91 1.08
62 72 91 1.1 1.20
68 .79 1.00 111 1.32

which the zones are drawn. The
rates of postage are fixed from the
unit in which the sending postoffice is
situated, but the price to every place
in any zone is just the same To il-
lustrate, it will cost exactly the same
amount to send a parcel from Wash-
ington to Erle, Pa., that it costs to
send it to Atlanta, Ga., because Erie
and Atlanta with reference to Wash-
ington are situated in the fourth
zone. The rates therefore are flxed
from the unit in which the postoffica
is located, but they are the same
from that office to any point in any
one zone,

It will be seen by reference to the
table of rates of postage that It will
cost more per pound to eend a pack-
age a long distance than it does to
send it a short distance. The rate in-
ecreases for & package weighing one
pound &t the rate of one cent for
each zope. No package welghlng
more than 11 pounds can be sent un-
der the new parcel post Jlaw. It
should be sald right here that on the
long hauls the parcel post may not
be able to compete with the express
ecompanies, but that on shorter hauls
it can so compete. It was the ex-
pressed desire of the legislators and
of the postoflice officlals that the par
cel post system should be made of
particular use to persons having farm
and factory products to transmit to
customers. It {8 probable that pro-
ducers must study the rates of post-
age and the convenience of trans
mittal and compare them with the
cost and convenience under present
methods before Individually a man can
determine whether he is to profit or
not by the change. Then there is an-
other thing to be considered and
which only can be knmown deflnitely
when fuller regulations have been
made to specify exactly what kind of
things can be sent by parcel post. It
can be said in a general way that any-
thing can be sent which is properly
wrapped and which will not injure
other mail matter with which it may
come In contact

Copy Foreign Countries.

it la probable that the government
will adopt a means of transportation
.for certain kinds of its merchandise
much like those which bave been
adopted in parcel post countries
abroad. What the English call ham-
pers, basket-like arrang ts, prob-
ably will be adopted, and as these can

er single package to be carried and
should charge In proportion just what
it does mow for one peckage of 11
pounds welght.

Every postmaster in  the United
States will have a parcel post map
like the one which is here reproduced
except that the zone lines will be
shown with the unit of his postofice
a8 u center., All that a postmaster
will have to do when a parcel is pre-
sented for transportation is te find
out in what zone the destination of
the package lies. THis table will show
him instantly the rate per pound from
the unit in which his postofice lles
to the rone of the package's destina-
tions, the price as has been explained
before, to every postoflice in any one
zone being the seame. The parcel post
will taka nothing but fourth-class mat-
ter. Printed matter is etill In the
third-class  designation. Therefore
books eannot be sent by the parcel
post system. This the postoflice au-
thorities seem to think is in a way
unjust and may work a hardship. It
may be that in the future the law will
be changed &0 as to include all print-
ed matter. It eeems to be certain that
an attempt will ba made tc bring
about this change as speedily as pos-
gible.

Must Bear Bramp.

Postmaster General Hitcheoek has
ordered that postmasters be advised
that parcel post packages cannot be
accepted for malling unless they bear
a distinetive parcel post stamp and
have attached to them the return card
of the sender. A series of distinctive
stamps I8 now In course of prepara-
tion for this class of mall as required
by the law creating the parcel post
system. Consignmentsa of these
stamps will be ready for shipment to
all postoffices in ample time for the
establishment of the new system on
New Year's day.

The postoflice department has given
instruction to every postmaster in the
corntry to enlighten hi=z patrons as
myvch as possible on the general sub-
Ject of the parcel post and especlally
on the use of the special stamps and
the necessary attachment of the re-
turn eard. The law requires that all
fourth-class matter malfled » .er Jan
wary 1, 1913, without parcel post
stamps attached shall be treated ms
“Held for postage” matter. Parcel
post packages will be mailable only
at postoffices, branch postoffices, let-
tered and local named stations, and
such oumbered stations as may be
desi d by the postmasters

sumber one. Of course, however,
Zone Bix will have a different geo-
graphical position as related to Keo
kuk than it has as related to Wasb.

" fngton, but as the radius of the circles

drawn from Keokuk 1s the same

low the sending of eggs, butter, dress-

ed poultry, live poultry, honey, fruit,

and other products of the country.
The 11-pound limit for a single pack-
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It has been announced by Postmas.
ter Genera! Hitcheock that nearly 70,
000 seales will be required for use in
the parcel post system which Is to go
into effect January 1st He has ac

capacity makes it necessary for the
postmaster general to make this very
large purchase of ecales capable of
taking ecare of the parcel post busi-
ness. It Is understood that thia will
be the largest single order ever placed
for scales.
Rate on Seeds Not Affected.

It should be sald that the act of
congress which puts a parcel post plan
into operation does mot in any way
affect the postage rate on seeds, cut-
tings, bulba, roots, scions and plants
as fixed by section 482 of the postal
laws and regulations.

The eclassification of articles mail-
able as well as the welght limit, the
rates of postage, zone or zones and
other conditions of mailability under
the act of congress, If the postmaster
general shall find on experience “that
they or any of them are such as to
prevent the shipment of articles de-
girable, or shall permanently render
the cost of the serviee greater than
the receipts of the revenue therefrom,
he is hereby authorized, subject to the
consent of the interstate commeree
commission after investigation, to re-
form from time to time such classifi-
cation, welght limit, rates, zone or
rones or conditions, In order to pro-
mote the service to the public or to
insure the reeeipt of revenue from
#uch service adequate to pay the cost
thereof."

Through many years diferent mem-
bers of the house and scnate have
been interested in promoting parcel
post legislation. Among the men most
active in  securing the legisiation
which soon 18 to go into effect as
law are Senator Jonathan Bourne of
Oregon, Representatives David 1.
Lewis of Maryland and Wililam Sul-
zer of New York, who has just beea
elected governor of that staté

To ascertain eonditions surrounding
the establishment of the parcel post
evetem in pluces differing widely in
size, climate and Industries, Postmas-
ter General Hitcheoek  recently sum-
moned to Washington, to confer with
the special parcel post commitiee, the
postmasters of five typleal offices,
They are William H. Davis, Pittsburg,
Ta.; Daniel T. Gerow, Jacksonville,
Fla.; M. H. Joster, Wilmington, Del.;
E. M. C. Quimby, Suffolk, Va, and
Henry N. Bradley, Charlestown, W.
Va.

Confer With Pestmasters.

The postmasters of the five largest
offices In the country have already
appeared before the committee, so
Pittsburg was represented as being a
large first class office, though smaller
than any of the greater five, and as
being the center of a tremendous man-
wfacturing area. The postmaster of
Pittshurg reported that the board of
trade of that city has a special parcel
post committee, working toward
bringing the r and prod
nearer to each other by the new sys-
tem. He also sald that many of the
merchants are planning to have their
clty deliverles made by parcel post.

Wilmington, Del, represented a
large farming and manufacturing dis-
trict, with its mafl connections close
with Philadelphin, one of the largest
offices. Jacksonville Is the largest of-
fice in Florida, and the outlet for all
the mail of the state. It is peeuliar
in having a special increass of foree
In winter, the tourist season, and the
postmaster sald that {t wns expected
that travelers would use the parcel
post extensively in sending home five
and ten-pound packages of fruit

Buffolk, Va., and Charlestown, W.
Va., are both very small second class
offices. one in the tide-water district,
with large truck Interests; the other
far inland in an orchard country, with
diversified farm products. The post
masters of both offices reported great
interest in the parcel post, and sald
that they had contlnual inguiries re-
garding its scope.

From these postmasters the com-
mittee was able to glean a great

cordingly horized the of
bids for that oumber. Two hundred
of the largest postoffices and thelr
branches will be supplled with auto- .
matic springless scales. The next

t of valuable Infor

APFROVES ULES
FOR PARGEL POST

Postmaster General Issues Reg-
ulations Governing System.

WHAT MAY BE SENT BY MAIL

Gives American People Opportunity to
Send Farm and Factory Products
by Mail From and to Any
Point in United States.

Postmaster General Hitcheoeck has
Just approved the regulations which
cover in detall the articles which may
or may not be sent by parcel post
These regulations are now  belng
turned off at the government printing
office on a “resh order” and they will
be distributed as rapidly as possible,

The rules as to what can be sent
and what cannot be sent and the in-
#tructions for the Lreparation of mail
able articles with other “official ad-
vice™ are given here as they have just
been prepared by the postoffice de-
partment in Washipgton.

The minimum rate will be five cents
for the first pound and three cents for
each additional pound to any point not
exceeding £fty miles from the office of
mailing; the local rate, which (s five
cents for the first pound and one cent
for additiona! pound, applies to all
parcels the delivery »of which does not
involve their transportation on rail-
way lines. The rates Increase for
each successive one of the elght zones,
the maximum rate being twelve cents
a pound, which will carry a parcel
across the continent or to any of our
possesslons. Parccls will be limited
to eleven pounds in welght and six
feet In length and girth bined

for indecent or Immoral purposes; all
matter otherwise mailable by law, the
outside cover or wrapper of which
bears and delineation or language of
a libelous, scurrilous, defamatory, or
threatening character. All such mat-
ter, when deposited In a post office or
found in the mails, shall be withdrawn
and sent to the divisions of dead let-
ters.
Intoxicants, Polsons and Inflammable
Materiale.

8pirituous, vinous, malted, ferment-
ed, or other Intoxicating liq#ors of any
kind; polsons of every kind, and artl-
cles and compositions containing poi-
son, p Imals. § ts and
reptiles; explosives of every kind; In-
flammable materials (which are held
to Include matehes, kerosene oil, gaso-
line, naphtha, benzine, turpentine, de-
natured aleohol, ete.), Infernal ma-
hines, and mechanieal, chemical or
other devices or compositions which
may lgnite of explode; disease germs
or scaba, and other natural or artifi-
cial articles, compositions or mate
rials of whatever kind which may
kill, or In any wise Injure another or
damage the mail or other property.

Piatcls, Animals and Birds.

Pistols or revolvers, whether in de
tached parts  or otherwise; live or
dead (and pot stulfed) animals, birds,
or poultry, except as elsewhere pro-
vided;, raw hidea or pelts, guano, or
any article bhaving a bad odor will
not be admitted to the malla
Treatment of Undeliverable Parcels.

Perishable matter will be dellvered
as promptly as possible, but if such
matter can not be delivered and bee
comes offensive and  Injurious to
health, postmasters may destroy It, or

the Injurious or offensive portions
thereof.
Undeliverable  perishable matter

which In its nature does not become
offensive or Injurious to health may
be dellvered by postmasters to the
proper loeal municipal nuthority to be
distributed to hospitals, asylums or
other charitable or reformatory Instl
tutlons. If there {8 no such municipal

Mailable Perishable Articles.

Butter, lard and perishable articlea
such ns fish, fresh meats, dressed
fowls, vegetables, frults, berrien and
articles of a eimilar nature that decay
quickly, when so packed or wrapped
as to prevent damage to other mail
matter, will be aceepted for local de-
livery either at the office of malling or
on any rural route starting therefrom
When inclosed In an inner cover and
a strong outer cover of wood, met
al, heavy corrugated pasteboard or
other suitable materlal and wrapped
[0 ] thnt nothing can eReD e
from the package, they will be ae-
cepted for malling to any offices with-
in the first zone or within a radius of
50 miles. Dutter, lard, or any greasy
or oily substance intended for deliv-
ery at offices beyond the first zone
must be sultably packed Vegetables
and fruit that do not decay quickly
will be accepted for malling to any
gone if packed so as to prevent dam-
age to other mall matter, Eggs will be
necepted for loeal dellvery when se-
curely packed In a basket or other
container. Eggs will be accepted for
malling regardless of distance when
each cgg 18 wrapped separately and
packed in a eontalner

There 18 no restriction on  salted,
dried, pmoked or cured meats and
other meat products, but fresh meat
in any form will be transported only
within the first zone,

Parcels containing perishable arti-
cles must be marked "PERISHABLE,"
and articles lHkely to spoll within the
time reasonably required for trans-
portation and delivery will not be ae-
copted for mailing,

Manufactured Articles,

Manufacturers or dealers intending
to transmit articles In  considerable
quantities are asked Lo submit to the
postmaster for approval & specimen
pareel showing the manner of pack-
ing.

When sharp pointed Instruments are
offered for malling, the points must bo
capped or encased. Niades must be
bound so that they will remain at-
tached to each other or within thelir
handles or socketa,

In" Powders, pepper, snuff, or other
similar powders not explosive, or any
slmilar pulverized dry substance, not
poisonous, may be sent when inclosed
in cases made of metal, wood or other
material to render Impossible the es-
cape of any of the contents. Flour
of all kinds must be put up in such
manner & to prevent the package
breaking or the flour being scattered
in the malils,

Queen Bees and Nursery Stock.

Queen bees, lve (sects, and dried
reptiles may be mailed In accordance
with the regulations that now apply to
other classea of mail,

Seeds of fruit, nursery stock, and all
other plant products for preparation
may be mailed under the same con-
ditions.

Confectionery and Soap.
. Candies, confectionery, yeast cakes,
soap in hard cakes, cte., must be in-
closed in boxes and so wrapped as to
prevent Injury to other mall mat-
ter,

Qealed orizinal nash

of propri-
etary articles, such as soaps, tobacco,
pllls, tablets, etc, put up in fixed
quantities by the manufacturer, and

1 will

hority, the matter may be deliver-
ed to any charitable institution or or
ganization making application there
for. It no application Is made, the
matter will be destroyed at the ex-
piration of two weeks.

Parcels Improperly Pachked.

Postmasters will refuse to recelve
for mailing parcels npot properly ine
dorsed or packed for safe shipment

When parcels on which the postage
is wholly unpald or insufMclently pro-
pald in deposited for local delivery
nnd the sender 8 unknown, notle
detention need not be sent but such
matter will be delivered and the defl-
eclent postage ecollected from the ad-
dresgee by the carvier, If the ad-
dressea refuses o pay the postage
the matier will be sent to the D
vislon of Dead Lettors

Insurance on Parcels.

A mailable parcel on  which the
postage is fully prepald may be in-
sured against loss in an amount equiv-
alent to s actual value, but pot to
exceed $50, on payment of a fes of
ten cents in parcel post stamps, such
stamps to be aMxed

When a parcel s insured, the sen-
der will be glven a recelpt showing
the offce and date of malling and
number of the parcel

When a return recelpt 18 desired by
the sender of an insured parcel the
postmaster at the malllng offica will
note the request on the margin of
the Insurance tag, and the postmaster
at the office of address will obtain
from the addressee & receipt and mall
It to the sender

The Mability for Indemnity shall
cense when delivery has boen effect-
od.

Forwarding of Parcels.
Parcels may be remailed or for-
warded on the pavment of additional
postage at the rate which would be
chargeable It they were originally
mailed at the forwarding office, In
which case the necessary stamps will
be affixed by the forwarding postimes-
ter. Payment must be made every
time the parcel ls forwarded
Preparation for Mailing.
Parcels must be prepared for mml
ing In such manner that the contents
can be casily examined. A parcel will
not be accepted for malling unless 1t
bears the name and address of the
sender preceded by the word “From.™
In addition to the name and address
of the sender, which Is required, It
will be permissible to write or print
on the covering of a parcel, or on &
tag or label attached to It, the occu-
pation of the sender, and to Indicate
In a small space by means of marks,
letters, numbers, names or other brief
description, the character of the par-
cel, but ample space must be left on
the address side for the full address
in legible characters and for the ne
cessary postage stamps. Inscriptions
such as “Merry Christmas,” “Please
do not open untll Christmas,” “Happy
New Year,” “With best wishes” and
the like, may be placed on the cover
ing of the parcel In such manner as
not to Interfere with the sddress.
Distinctive Stamps.
The law requires that the p

=

ISLES OF SCILLY

Group That Are Situated South<
west of England.

Perlod at Which Islands Wers Sepa-
rated from the Mainland Must Be
Far Beyond the Reach of
History.

London—People apply
the term Lyoness: to the whole of
Cornwall, which Is = mistake. If there
ever was such a land at all it lay west-
ward of Cornwall, and the Scilly Isles
are its relics. The name of Arthur
plays like a lamben: Hght about the
district; but the period at which the
Bcillies were sepoarted from  the
mainland must be far beyond the
reach of history, which in England ean
only explore about tvo thousand years
backward. The Lyoncsse of romance
extended to the southwest of Land's
End, and was connected In race and
legend with the Leon of Hrittany, As
& matter of geology the tradition has
no satlsfactory basis, though there
are traces of submorged forests In
Mount's Bay, and the old Cornish
name of Bt. Michacl's Mount repre-
sents that rock as having once stood
in the center of woodiand, In reallty
the islands are the lsat upheavals of
that backboue of graunite which is so
impressive on Dartmoor and which
again comes into notice on the Bod-
min Moors. True, occan deptha do not
begin till far bevend the lslands, so
that in its relation to the great sub-
marine platform Scllly may be com-
sldered structurally atiached to Brit-
aln, an Britaln 18 to the Continent.
Bome portion of the vauished reglon
may have survived, adjoining the
coasts of Mount's Bay, till the year
1099, when, aeccording to the Saxon
chromele, Lyonesse was destroyed In
a great tempest.

When we come to the genulne his-
| tory of Seilly there are some interest-
| tng things to notice. The Islands seem
' to have been uscd as a penal asttle-

ment in Roman times; and in the sixth
| eentury they gave a home to the
| Weleh 8t Samson, who bheeame bish-
|n|- of Dol, and who has loft footprints

In Guernsey as well as in Dovon and
| Cornwall, The lsle of Sameon is bow

uninhabited, but It may have bad a
| falrly large population when the saalnt
eutablished an oratory here; there
ilrl- many traces of early ocoupation.

To many it is sl more tnteresting ns
the home of Walter Besant's Armorel.
Early In the tenth century Athelstan
made a conquering expedition through
Cornwall, and is sald to have spled
these isles from the high land at 8t
Turyan—the day must have been un-
ecommonly elear. He vowed to bulld a
g¢hurch on the spot where he stood if

.

L

Typlcal Scilly Farm Houss.
be returned safely from thelr come

quest. Probably he met with little re-
sletance on_the lslands, where he is
supposed to have founded Tresco Ab-
bey. Later, ln the same century, &
sScillonian bhad the credit of convert-
Ing the flerce King Olaf of Norway.
After harrylng the coast of Britaln
and Ireland Olaf sighted tho Scillles
and ran his vessel into what ls now
the harbor of Bt Mury's. A hermit
bere gave him tlmely warning of &
mutiny that was about to take place
among bis own troops; he erushed the
revolt, but was severely wounded.
Carried to the monastery at Tresco,
he was there nursed into health and
Christlanity, consenting to receive
baptism.

PLAN TO LOWER LIVING COST
Columbus Graduates Say Auction of
Foodstuffs Would Help the
People.

New York.—The establishment of
¢ty markets at which food products
shall be sold by auction to retallers
and consumers Is the remedy for the
bigh cost of living proposed by & com-
b of Col graduate student

on all matter must be prepald by
distinctive parcel post stamps afized.
Post ters it recel for mall-
ing parcels that do pot bear such

which, added to that gained from the
recent hearings in Maryland, puts it
in n position to plan the details of the
service to the greatest advantage of

. the producing farmer.

Giva Him Time.

“You're a pretty old man to be beg-
gin',” said the lady to the man at the
back door.

“Yes, ma'am.” replied the man with
his hat In his hand

“Have you beem begging all your
life™

“Not yit, ma'am.”

not h th () ilable
be accepted for malling when properly
wrapped.

Millinery.

Fragile articles, such as millinery,
toys, musical instruments, ete., and ar
ticles conststing wholly or in part of
glass, or contained in glass, must be

Unmailable 3
The following matter is declared un-
maflable by law:
ing i articles intended for pre-

Parcel post stampa are not valid for

which has been making an extensive
tnquiry into the subject. This scheme,
the committee belicves, in the best
means of eutting down unDeocessary
costs in distribution, as it would do
away with

ing guldes, sold to the pub-
lie at their cost, 76 cents, through the
chief clerk of the




