
That Prince of Idlers, the Tramp 
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BASEBALL GOSSIP 
BY "SCOREKEEPER' 

Pnutos by American Press  Associat ion.  

1.—Counting ties. 2.—Dead to the world. 
4.—Park bench loungers, 
on a cold day. 

3.—A soft be* in the country. 
5.—In the clothes donated by the kind lady 

Hobo Life. Characteristics, Dia­
lect, Means of Communica­

tion, Etc. —New York 
State to Try the 

Colony Plan. 

I
NTRODUCING a mussed up imi­

ta t ion uf  a  man clad in  i r redeem­
able  castoff  c lothing and whose 
only vis ible  means of  support  

consis t  of  a  pipe and tobacco,  a  box 
of  matches and a  jackknife;  whose 
bosom fr iend is  le isure  and whose 
avowed enemy is  the chopping block;  
who eats  a t  the expense of  a  tolerant  
publ ic ;  whose bed is  the most  conve­
nient  haymow or  ci ty  park bench and 
whose only physical  exercise  is  hide 
and seek with unsociable  members  of  
the canine family.  In  short ,  the  
American t ramp or  hobo.  

No matter  how many jobs there  are  
going around we have him with us  
a lways this  picturesque f ixi ty  in  the 
human scheme of  things,  who cares  
not  a  jot  or  t i t t le  about  the high cost  
of  l iving,  the  s tyles  or  the extent  of  
his  hirsute  appendages.  He is  as  care  
f ree  as  he is  purposeless ,  but  s t rong 
for  the three cardinal  vir tues .  Fai th ,  
Hope and Chari ty  -  fai th  in  the boun­
ty  of  more for tunate  fel low man;  hope 
that  the seat  of  his  -  pants"  wil l  sur­
vive contact  with bul ldogs,  and char­
i ty  in  withholding judgment  upon the 
ini t ia l  cul inary effor ts  of  Mrs,  Newly-
wed.  

Tramp Brotherhood. 

Few people  know that  there  is  a  
Grand Order  of  Tramps.  A s ick t ramp 
is  as  wel l  taken care  of ,  in  his  pecul iar  
degree,  as  is  the member of  one 's  fam­
ily,  Every t ramp who knows of  his  
I l lness  gives  him something,  previous 
acquaintance not  being necessary,  ami 
spreads the news far  and wide.  Nor 
will  the  aff l ic ted one take undue ad­
vantage of  this  generosi ty ,  for  the re­
sul t  would be disastrous both to  him­
self  and to  the good fel lowship of  the  
order in  which l ie  takes  so much pride.  
This assis tance general ly  takes  the 
form of  payment  in  advance for  board 
and lodging,  with the surplus  given 
direct ly  into the sufferer ' s  hands.  

One member of a gang of t ramps is  
chosen to be treasurer for  the whole.  
All  the money received is  del ivered 
Into his  hands and is  by him expended 
for the general  good—or  bad.  I t  de  
pends on one ' s  views on the  temper  
ance question,  for the money is  usual ly  
laid out In beer and other intoxicants. 

The dialect of the tramp world is re-

markable .  The form of  the s lang 
word is  of ten ingenious,  though now 
and then the connect ion between the 
s lang and the accepted word is  obvi­
ous.  To i l lustrate  the two classes ,  a  
pin— scarfpin.  breastpin,  e tc .—is a  
"prop,"  while  a  r ing is  a  "hoop."  A 
cr ipple  becomes a  "cr ip ."  i t  needed 
a  cer ta in  port ion of  gray matter  to  
give the pin i ts  s lang name—think i t  
out  for  yourself  -but  the connect ion 
between cr ipple  and "cr ip ."  r ing and 
"hoop,"  is  readi ly  seen.  Let  us  give 
a  l i t t le  ta lk  in  the "chain"—the t ramp 
word for  this  s lang-  and then t rans­
la te  the needed port ions.  Thus we 
have a  fair  idea of  the  wide range of  
words covered by i t .  Were you a  
member of  a  gang of  t ramps,  you 
would be a  "hobo,"  a  "s t i f f"  or  a  "bur­
ly  bum;" the gang would be known us 
a  "push" or  "outf i t"  and your  name 
or  "monaker"  would most  l ikely be 
formed by joining the name of  your  
home ci ty  or  s ta te  with some physical  
pecul iar i ty ,  a l though given names,  
race,  color ,  previous condi t ion,  t rades  -
anything in  short  may be and fre­
quent ly  are  used.  

An Endless Chain Nuisance. 

I t  is  the  country dis t r ic ts  and small  
towns that  suffer  most  f rom the 
" h o b o . "  At the same t ime they are  
less  able  to  deal  with the quest ion be-

• cause of  the-  expense involved in  the 
prosecut ion and imprisonment  of  of­
fenders .  I f  a  t ramp drops off  a  f re ight  
t ra in  a t  some vi l lage i t  i s  much easier  
and cheaper  for  the vi l lage constable  
to  say,  "Get  out  of  town in  twelve 
hours ,"  than i t  i s  to  put  the t ramp in 
ja i l  and feed him.  This  "move on" or­
der  rel ieves  the tow n of  that  one 
t ramp,  but  some other  town gets  him 
and some other  t ramp is  unloaded in  a  
s imilar  manner  upon the town that  
sent  the f i rs t  one uway.  

T o  nearly everybody the picture  of  a  
h o b o  r i i l ing on a  freight  t ra in  is  a  fa­
mil iar  s ight .  I t  takes  o n l y  ; i  minute 's  
thought  t o  grasp t h e  fact  that  the rai l ­
roads are  the most  valuable  asset  in  
t l ie  t ramp's  exis tent  A t ramp cannot  
remain a  t ramp long unless  | u .  can 
move about  and be a  »iranger  to  whom­
soever  he meets .  (chi-rwise he would 
have to  go to  work h e i -anse no com­
munity,  and cer ta i i i iv  not  n  smal l  one,  
wil l  endure the hai i i tnal  idleness  of  
anv of  i ts  inhabi tant-

comparat ively easy and may 
ct ly  ideal  for  a  lazy man.  *I t  
honest  men out  of  work and 
rabout  looking for  i t  that  ever  

experience any real  hardship f rom the 
t ramp laws of  the different  s ta tes .  
The regular  t ramp ei ther  evades the 

al together  by avoiding communi­
t ies  where they are  enforced,  or  l ie  
makes out  of  them an addi t ional  
means of  enjoyment ,  and.  perhaps,  
even of  prof i t .  country ja i ls  are  gen­
eral ly  c o o l  in  -  : i i i iner .  the  cooking is  
good,  though plain,  and there  is  no 
work to  do.  A week or  ten days can 
be passed in  une very pleasant ly  
f rom the s tandpoint  of  a  t ramp—and 
such a  sojourn is  of  real  value in  res t ­
ing and recrui t ing the system that  
may have become run down from too 
conscient ious a t tent ion to  the business  
of  inspect ing country roads.  Many 
constables  in  different  par ts  of  the  
country have been charged with run­
ning regular  t ramp farms every sum­
mer and demonstrat ing that  ra is ing 
vagabonds for  the county ja i l  market  
p a y s  much bet ter  than corn and pota­
toes .  This  sor t  of  thing cannot  be 
overdone,  however ,  without  a t t ract ing 
unpleasant  a t tent ion.  

While  t ramps know by inst inct  
when they have worn out  their  wel­
come they have their  favori te  loaf ing 
places .  I .e t  the  folks  o f  a vi l lage 
warm up in hospi ta l i ty  to  the Wan­
dering Wil l ie  and the word wil l  spread 
through trampilom l ike wildf i re .  The 
sons of  res t  have a  code o f  their  own 
by which ihe. \  post  la ter  arr ivals  on 
var ious important  points ,  such as  
whether  the inhabi tants  are  chari table  
or  host i le ,  whether  the folks  a t  a  cer­
ta in  house are  g o o d  for  "eats"  and 
lodging in  the barn,  whether  they keep 
a dog.  where it  i s  good pol icy tu  play 
s ick,  where Scriptural  quotat ions wil l  
help,  where jai l  accommodat ions are  
unpopular ,  e tc .  

This  information is  conveyed by 
means of  chalk marks on fences and 
t rees ,  and im real  t ramp reeds consul t  
h is  t ramp dict ionary to  understand 
what  they mean.  

A Tramps' Colony For New York. 
Out of  the  indifference to  the vast  

army of  t ramps which l i teral ly  swarm 
in var ious par ts  of  the  United States  
has  grown a problem in the solut ion 
of  which the s ta te  of  New York has  
taken the ini t ia t ive by purchasing a t  
a  cost  of  .s i  i t  i . i  M M t  over  Mm acres  of  
land less  than twenty miles  f rom 
PoUgllkeepsie .  on which is  to  l ie  es tab­
l ished the Ii  i s t  t ramp colony in  Amer­
ica .  Next  year  this  inst i tut ion,  which 
wil l  be  known as  the s ta te  industr ia l  
farm colony,  wil l  be  in  operat ion.  

The New Volk s ta te  industr ia l  farm 
i e i i lnny wil l  l ie  predominant ly  a  farm.  

President  Kavanaugh of  the South-  '  
ern league,  with his  judicial  mind,  
seems to  have solved a  problem that  (  

l ias  been more or  less  confusing.  I t  
concerns interference with the catcher  
by the batsman when a  runner  a t ­
tempts  to  s teal .  President  Kavanaugh 
issued t i i is  rul ing to  his  umpires;  
"With one on base and no outs  runner  
endeavoring to  s teal  home and bat ter  
interferes  in  any way with the play 
being made a t  the plate ,  the  bat ter  and 
base runner  shal l  be out ."  I t  fakes  
two separated sect ions in  the rules  to  
cover  that  play as  the rules  are  drawn,  
but  Mr.  Kavanaugh has  assembled 
them in one.  

" I  pul led the greatest  bonehead play 
of  my career  in  basebal l  when I  le t  
J immy Archer  of  the Chicago Cubs get  
away from me.  Now it  seems as  
though 1 commit ted another  error  in  
le t t ing Walter  Schal ler  e lude nie  to  
join t i ie  White  So\  one of  the tough 
clubs for  the Tigers  to  beat  this  sea­
son."  said Manager  Hugliey Jennings 
of  the Detroi t  team recent ly .  When 
Manager  Kvers  s igned Archer  as  
catcher  he had in mind also Archer 's  
avai labi l i ty  a t  f i rs t  base.  

When Frank Chance was unable  to  
play two years  ago he took Archer  
f rom behind the plate  and put  him on 
the f i rs t  bag.  His  work was as  classy 
as  could be expected,  and the hi t t ing 
l ie  did while  l ie  was there  kept  the 
team in the race.  

A nat ional  commission for  col lege 
basebal l  is  suggested by Harry A.  
Fisher ,  graduate  manager  of  a thlet ics  
a t  Columbia.  I t  i s  h is  plan to  have a  
body s imilar  to  the central  Ixiard of  1  

the  footbal l  rules  commit tee  which 1  

shal l  ass ign competent  umpires  to  of-  I 
f ic ia te  a t  a l l  col lege games of  impor­
tance.  l ie  favors  men who are  doing 
or  have done service in  the major  or  
larger  minor  leagues and are  thor­
oughly conversant  with the rules  and 
famil iar  with their  dut ies .  He intends,  i 
i f  the  scheme succeeds,  to  have the ; 
board get  up schedules  in  the future ,  : 
thus  helping everybody to  be pleased.  

.Toe Tinker ,  the manager  of  the Cin-

cinnat i  Keds.  who thinks he has  a  reai  
Indian bal l  p layer  in  his  new pi tcher  
Chief  Johnson,  says:  

"We got  Johnson from St .  Josept  
af ter  the Chicago White  Sox had turn 
ed him back.  Cal lahan shipped John 
sou to  St  Joseph because l ie  was th« 
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l  i .o to  by  Amer ican  P r «-ss  Associa t ion .  

George Johnson, the Indian Member of 
the Cincinnati Reds. 

same style  of  pi tcher  i .s  Walsh,  Lange 
and Scot t ,  and with this  ure  thing 
t r io  on hand there  was no room for  
. lohnson.  Sounds funny,  doesn ' t  i t ,  
when they turn a  man back because 
he 's  too much l ike Fd Walsh? Hut  
that  was what  happened in Johnson 's  
case."  

In the Sunday School Class 
SENIOR BEREAN LESSON. 

Golden Text  
hear t ,  for  they 
v, Si. 

P.lessed are  the pure in  
shal l  see  God (Matt .  

Verses  1-" . -  An impressive s ight .  
i t  is  more than l ikely that  Moses 

was kept  informed of  the -happenings 
in  Egypt .  The  death  of  l lameses  I I .  

af ter  a  long reign had doubt less  set  
Moses thinking about  a  change in  the 
condi t ion of  his  people .  *  *  *  The 
t ime was now r ipe for  a  blow to  be 
s t ruck for  f reedom, and the man who 
was to  lead in  this  work was also 
ready.  "I iack of  the  wilderness"  
that  is .  behind or  to  the west  of  i t .  
This  would be to  the west  of  Midiai i  
and on the eastern shores  of  the gulf  
of  Akabah.  "Came to the mountain uf  
God."  The Hedouin leaves the lower 
country in  the summer and seeks the 
hi l ly  s lopes where the past i l le  is  f resh 
and green.  This  explains  how Moses 
found himself  in  the mountainous re­
gion with the Hocks of  his  fa ther- in-
law.  " I  n t o  Jloreb."  This  was the 
name of  a  large dis t r ic t  within whose 
bounds was Mount  Sinai .  I t  was cal l ­
ed the "mountain of  God" par t ly  be­
cause al l  mountains  were regarded as  
sacred and a l s o  because of  the special  
manifestat ion of  God which was here  
given to  Moses.  "The al lgel  of  the  
Lord."  This  phrase is  of ten used of  
manifestat ions of  the presence of  God 
through persons and in places .  "A 
f lame of  t i re ."  Fire  is  special ly  ap­
propriate  as  a  symbol  of  the character  
of  God.  I t -  l ies t ruct ivel iess  symbol­
izes  the divine punishment  uf  evi l ,  i t s  
heat ,  emotion and energy.  I t  also sug­
gests  the qual i ty  of  puri ty .  "The bush 
burned wit  l i  l i re ."  Th 
blackberry bush was al l  
br i l l iant  l ight ,  but  i t  was 
bv the l i re .  " S e e  this  

bramble or  
igluw with a  
not  devoured 
great  s ight ."  

Moses not iced the \  
and determined b 
was to  learn that  
s t royed not  was a  s  

wonderful  spectacle  
> invest igate .  He 
the t i re  which de-
ynibol  of  the bless-

Summer "Vacations" In  the Country. 

The country is  the t ramp's  picnic  
ground so long as  th"  weather  is  warm, 
but  with the f i rs t  f ronts  I i is  feet  turn 
ci tyward.  His l i fe  while  l ie  is  away 
from the city varies  with his  individ­
ual tastes and opportunities, but it is 

The ini t ia l  
a long progrès  
muted accot ' t  
and wil l ingn 
useful .  They 
ted to  run t In  
d iscipl ine to  
board of  
er  of  iPl l foie  
show e\  iden 
f rom their  s  
a t  the dis .  I .  
ruled in  t in-
par t  of  the 
came.  

lass j f ie i l  
be  pro-
abi l i ty  

become 
permit-

wil l  be  car  
.s ive l i l ies  and wil  
l ing to  behavior  
ess  to  work or  

wil l ,  in  fact ,  be 
gamut  from rigid pr ison 
oi idi t ional  l iber ty .  The 

wil l  have the pow 
and those inmates  who 

i-  of  moral  Improvement  
iot i rn  in  the colony may 
iot i  of  the  board l ie  pa -
nstody "f  off ic ia ls  of  the 
s ta te  f rom which thev 

ed presence uf  God.  Just  as  he burn­
ed in  the hush,  but  did not  burn up the 

alsu he resides  in  the  soul  
ie i i  t<> h im and kindles  i t  in to  
that  has  ei iergv and endur-

11 ;  I 

bush.  SO 
that  is  o]  
a  fervor  
ance.  

Verses  
inel i t .  

I t  was 

- 4 - i î .  A  star t l ing announce-

not  t i l l  Moses " turned aside 
to  see"  and showed a  readiness  to  f ind 
out  that  he heard a  voice which cal led 
hi  in  by his  name,  repeat ing i t  twice,  
so  as  to  arrest  and hold his  a t tent ion.  
"Here am I ."  " is  readiness  is  ex­
pressed in  these words.  Certain things 
are to  be not iced in one's  re la t ions 

XX' i  111 Goi l .  "Draw not  nigh hi ther ."  
God must  not  be approached with 
famil iar i ty ,  but  with respect .  "Put  
off  thy shoes."  I t  is  s t i l l  customary 
tor  the sandals  to  be removed when a  
worshiper  enters  a  mosque or  any oth­
er  sacred place in  the or ient .  God 
must  be held in  reverence.  "Holy 
ground not  for  i ts  own sake,  but  be­
cause there  the presence of  God was 
manifested.  "I  am the God of  thy 
father .  1 he  God of  his  people  is  here  
speaking to  h im in  the  quie t  and s o l ­

emnity of  this  hour ,  amid the wild 
s i i r ro ' indings of  the  wilderness .  "Hid 
Ii is  t . .  c ."  A spir i t  of  fear  and rever  
et iee  took possession of  hi in .  He did 
not  dare  to  gaze on this  myster ious 
scene,  but  he was ready to  hear  what  
was said to  hi  in .  

\  erses  7-10.--A surpr is ing summons 
His  eager  communings were a t  las t  

to  be answered.  God had not  forgot­
ten his  people ,  but  had seen their  af­
f l ic t ions and had heard the s ighi i igs  of  
their  anguish.  " l ' .y  reason , , f  their  
taskmasters .  These superintendents  
of  labor  were cruel  and hear t less .  
They were,  however ,  carrying out  the 
instruct ions uf  their  tyrant  master ,  the  
ambit ions Pharaoh.  His  desire  for  
gorgeous palaces  and splendid temples  
•ai led for  the exact ing service of  
gangs of  a l ien lal io:  
gard to  their  condi t ioi  
a  good land and a  la  
t ry  into which they 
ed was to  be as  different  f rom 
land of  bondage as  l ight  is  f rom dark­
ness  and sweet  f rom bi t ter .  "Flow­
ing with milk and honey."  This  is  a  
poet ic  f igure of  fer t i l i ty  and prosperi­
ty .  The locat ion of  the  land of  prom­
ise  is  given.  *  *  *  ' - |  wil l  send 
thee unto Pharaoh."  Who could be 
bet ter  f i t ted to  discharge this  mission 
than Moses himself ,  whose knowledge 
of  things Egypt ian was perfect ,  whose 
sympathy with his  oppressed people  
was hear ty  and whose knowledge of  
(Jod was adequate? 

Verses  1114.  A s t rong credent ia l .  
The impulsive youth had learned 

many sober  lessons s ince the day 
when l ie  s lew the Kgyptian.  *  *  * 
"Certainly l  wi l l  be  with thee."  Tin 
divine presence wil l  accompany him 
throughout  the per iod of  his  leader­
ship,  so that  he wil l  nut  be re lying on 
the arm of  f lesh.  "Serve God upon 
this  mountain."  The purpose of  his  
people 's  del iverance would be that  
they shal l  be bet ter  able  to 'offer  wor­
ship to  God and serve him in l iber ty  
as they never could have done in 
slavery. • • • 

without  le-
l i fe .  " I ' l l to  

The conn-
to  be guid-

t l ie  


