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Proposed Lines Make Enormous Mileage Total of 2*058 
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Over 1,000 Miles Assured; Some Prospective Projects; New Sections to Be Opened 

M ORK than 2,000 miles of rail­
way lines—2,058 mlies to be 
exact—are projected or pro­

posed for construction within the 
borders of Montana within the next 
few years. At a cost of $30,000 a 
mile this would involve an outlay 
for track construction alone of $60,-
000,000, to say nothing of expendi­
tures for yards and roundhouses, ma­
chine shops and stations and rolling 
stock. JNor does this include the 
cost of double-tracking present lines, 
already under way on the Great Nor­
thern. 

Some of the projects have been 
pending for four or five years, await­
ing a more favorable financial situ­
ation and the release ( f capital from 
other enterprises. A considerable 
proportion of this mileage is already 
surveyed, in some cases the grading 
has been completed and the roadbed 
is ready for the laying of track. A 
number of the projects would have 
been carried through ere this had it 
not been for the outbreak of the Eu­
ropean war with the consequent un-
settlement of the money market. 
Some of the lines included in the list 
are merely proposed and possibly a 
few of them will never be built, but 
it is likely that these will be offset 
in the calculation by the construction 
of lines as yet i ot even suggested. 
More than half the mileage included 
in the count is virtually certain of 
early construction. 

"Soo" Extension to Give 
New Transcontinental Line. 

One of the lines, the extension of 
the "Soo" through western North 
Dakota and up the Missouri river to 
the mouth of Arrow creek, thence to 
Great Palls and northwest to Crow's 
Nest pass, would provide an entire­
ly new transcontinental line through 
the state. This road was to cross the 
Yellowstone at Sidney and run south 
of the Missouri, 20 to .'50 miles north 
of the Great Northern's Great Falls-
Lewistown-New Rockford .cut-off. As 
it neared the southward bend of the 
Missouri at the mouth of the Mussel­
shell, it  was to run down Squaw 
creek and up Crooked creek, thence 
to the mouth of Arrow creek. The 
greater part of this route was sur­
veyed four or five years ago. From 
Great Falls thje road was to run 
northwestward to some point in 
southwestern Alberta to connect with 
the Canadian Pacific near Crow's 
Nest pass. 

This line will shorten the "Soo" 
between Minneapolis and St. Paul by 
about 200 miles. Running through 
Crow's Nest pass to Spokane and 
thence to the coast, the route will be 
the shortest between Chicago and 
the Pacific. The "Soo" has long con­
sidered paralleling the Great North­
ern lines at sufficient distances to 
assure the creation of entirely new 
business and it intends eventually to 
extend the line that now has its ter­
minus at Whitetail until it connects 

from Winnett to the town of Weede 
on the Musselshell along which both 
roads will operate. From Weede the 
Great Northern will push on east­
ward, while the Milwaukee will run 
a line southward to connect with its 
transcontinental line at Melstone. 
From Fairview the construction has 
proceeded simultaneously eastward 
and westward. It is under operation 
as far east as Watford City, McKen­
zie county, North Dakota, and as far 
west as Lambert, Richland county, 
Montana. The tracks have been laid 
as far west, however, as Richey, Daw­
son county, Montana. 
Musselshell-Circle Stretch 
To lie Built in 1018. 

The line into North Dakota was 
built south from a junction with the 
Great Northern main line at Snow-
den, 14.3 miles to Fairview, and 
thence east, a total of 50.6 miles. 
From Fairview the line was built west 
to Lambert, giving a total east ana 
west line of 72.7 miles. To this should 
be added 25 miles, the distance from 
Lambert to Richey, to which point 
the line is being operated to a degree 
under construction forces. It is ex­
pected that the line will be complet­
ed next year to Circle, 50 miles far­
ther west. As the line from Winnett 
is expected to be completed to the 
Musselshell by the end of next year, 
this will leave between 110 and 120 
miles to be constructed in 1918 for 
the linking of the east and west lines. 

The Great Northern intends ultim­
ately to make additional cut-offs in 
the western part of the state between 
Great Falls and Libby that will put 
Lewistown and other towns on the 
New Rockford line on a new trans­
continental route. One of these cut­
offs would extend from the western 
terminus of the Great Falls-Gilman 
line, northwestward past Swan Lake 
to Kalispell, shortening considerably 
the present roundabout route via 
Shelby. Another cut-off would run 
a little north of west from Kalispell 
to Jennings, 15 miles east of Libby, 
shortening by more than half the 
present route by way of Columbia 
Falls, Eureka and Rexford. 

New Agricultural Empire 
To lie Opened by Cut-off. 

The New Rockford-Lewistown cut­
off is expected to double, triple and 
quadruple within a few years the 
population of a vast territory once re­
garded as worthless for the growing 
of crops, but now recognized as an 
agricultural empire that soon will 
be among the world's foremost wheat 
producing and flax-growing districts. 

The cut-offs west of Great Falls 
will make possible greater develop­
ment of the lumber industry, the 
opening of new mines and the settle­
ment of the mountain valleys by or-
chardists. 

Milwaukee to Shorten Line 
From Missoula to Great Falls. 

Still another transcontinental road, 
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KEY TO MAP.—aa—Bellefourche, South Dakota, to Miles City; bbb—Soo cut-off from Minot, North 
Dakota, through Berthold into Montana, crossing Yellowstone at Sidney, thence up Missouri to Great Falls and 
northwestward into Alberta; cc—Great Northern cut-off from Winnett to Richey; dd—Milwaukee cut-off from 
Grass Range to Winnett to be shared by Great Northern; ee—Great Northern cut-off, already graded, from 
point nine miles east of Lewistown to junction with Milwaukee mile and a half east of Grass Range; ff—"North 
Country" railroad from Opheim to Poplar; gg—Milwaukee extension from Weede to Melstone; hhh—Custer to 
Big Horn canyon; iii—"Big Basin" road, Ilesper to Gibson, thence to Melville and Harlowton; jj—Big Timber 
to Melville, Northern Pacific branch; kk—Armstead to Twin Bridges, Gilmore & Pittsburg extension; 11—Con­
rad to Floweree, Great Northern branch; mm—Joplin to Big Sandy, Great Northern branch; nn—Clearwater to 
Manchester, Milwaukee cut-off; oo—"Soo" extension westward from Whitetail; pp—Dixon-Polson Great North­
ern branch; qq—Kalispell-Gilman Great Northern cut-off; rr—Jennings-Marion Great Northern cut-off. 

hundreds of thousands of acres of 
rich farming land, much of it already 
taken up by homesteaders, that has 
been without convenient railroad fa­
cilities. The center of this area is 
the town of Genou. For several years 
there has been talk of the building 
of a Great Northern branch through 
this territory and upon most of the 
half dozen or so routes proposed 
Genou was located. The population 
of the district was taken by surprise, 
however, when, a few days ago, 35 
surveyors from Great Falls, under 
the personal charge of Chief En­
gineer M. A. Butler of St. Paul ar­
rived in Conrad to make the perman­
ent survey of a railroad east from 
that city to connect with the Havre-
Great Falls line. They are running 
several preliminary lines, all of 
which pass through Genou. The east­
ern terminal, however, has not yet 
been chosen. The route most fav­
ored runs through or passes close tp 
Sollid, Montrose, Selma and Genou 
to Floweree. A more d ;rect line sug­
gested would run southeastward 
through Lytle and Genou to Tunis. 
Carter also has been considered as a 

the Milwaukee, through its proposed ! terminus. 

J. >1. llannaford. President of the 
Northern Pacific Railroad. 

with the Canadian Pacific at Sweet-
grass and Coutts. This construction 
would be followed by the construc­
tion of feeders between the two main 
lines in the state, one of which would 
probably extend south westward from 
Opheim to the cut-off south of the 
Missouri, thus providing a direct 
route between the northeastern part 
of the state and Lewistown. This 
feeder, which might also serve as a 
link in an alternative transcontinent­
al route, is not shown on the map 
because of its highly conjectural 
character. 

New Rockford Cut-off Steadily 
Being Extended East and West. 

Entirely beyond the realm of con­
jecture is the Lewisiown-New Rock-
ford cut-off of the Great Northern, 
which is being steadily pushed to 
completion. Track has been laid for 
nine miles out of Lewistown to the 
big tunnel, where excavation is pro­
ceeding rapidly. This bore, which 
will have a length of 3,100 feet, is 
more than half completed. It is ex­
pected that it will be finished about 
the first of May, when the laying of 
rails to Winnett will begin. A sec­
ond tunnel on the route between 
Grass Range and Winnett is about a 
third completed. The Milwaukee has 
completed the grading of its line 
from Grass Range to Winnett, which 
will be used jointly by the two rail­
ways. A double track will be laid be­
tween these two points in the spring. 
The two lines meet a mile and a half 
east of Grass Range. At this junc­
tion either one or two elevators will 
be built. Early in the spring it is 
expected that the Great Northern 
will begin work on the extension 

Missoula-Great Falls cut-off, yet to 
be constructed from Clearwater to 
Manchester through Ovando, dem­
ons and Riebeling, together with the 
projected line from Grass Range east­
ward and from Weede south, contem­
plates an alternative routing in the 
overland journey. With the com­
pletion of these lines the transconti­
nental traveler could pass through 
Roundup, Butte and Deer Lodge go­
ing one way, and on his return, by 
leaving the present main line at Bon­
ner, a few miles east of Missoula, to 
rejoin it at Melstone. could visit 
Great Falls and Lewistown, traveling 
continuously the meanwhile on Mil­
waukee lines. 

The intention of the road to build 
this cut-off became clearly evident 
when, in the construction of tlie Aga-
wam line, heavy main line rails were 
laid from Great Falls to Manchester, 
whence the survey runs southwester­
ly to Clearwater, to which point con­
struction was completed last year 
from Blackfoot junction, a distance 
of 25 miles, working northeasterly 
from Bonner. 

Just at present Boyes and Piniele 
in the southern part, of Fallon coun­
ty are the center of homestead excite­
ment, largely due to rumors in that 
section that construction work is 
soon to start on the proposed Belle-
fourche-Northwestern branch of the 
Chicago & Northwestern, which! 
would bring another big railroad in-I 
to the state. The line would enter! 
Montana near the southeast corner 
and run northwesterly to Miles City, 
where is located the world's greatest 
horse market—the center also of the 
cattle-raising industry in that part 
of the state. 
Relations With Alberta 
Will Be Made Closer. 

The proposed railroad construction 
will make closer the relations be­
tween Montana and her Canadian 
neighbor, Alberta. Besides the ex­
tension of the Soo lines with the 
building of feeders, the Milwaukee is 
considering an extension of its Cho-
teau-Agawam line, completed a few-
days ago, northward to the coal fields 
that the line possesses in Alberta. 
Freight, including coal, is already be­
ing transported over this line, but 
passenger service will not be started 
until the spring or early summer aft­
er the ballasting has been finished. 
The roadbed of this line was com­
pleted last year, but all the rails, 
from Great Falls to Agawam, a dis­
tance of 70 miles, were laid this year. 

The heavy crops of Montana this 
year, when the yield of grains 
throughout the middle west was be­
low normal were the one thing need­
ed to turn construction suggestions or 
proposals into actual projects. Be­
tween the Teton and Marias rivers are 

Surveyors to Be in Field 
Until Middle of February. 

The preliminary lines will be run 
through such portions of the terri­
tory as offer the most alluring pros 
pects of freight and passenger busi 
ness while presenting the least dif­
ficulties from a construction point of 
view. The engineering chiefs of the 
Great Northern, after reports of the 
preliminary surveys have been sub­
mitted, will select the most feasible 

route. It is expected that the survey- j there connecting with the proposed 
ing party will be in the field until |  Great Northern branch from Big San-
the middle of February and that the I dy to Joplin, which is expected to be 
final selection will be made before it 
is withdrawn. It is the belief of rail-

A. J. Earling, President of the Chi­
cago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Rail­
way. 

routed through Kenilworth and 
Brinkman. Another proposal was for 
a line to follow the Marias valley 
southeastward and connect with the 
Havre line in the vicinity of Loma. 
Another line suggested was to run 
from Chester south to Fort Benton 
or Great Falls. It is generally un-
derstoon that all these proposed lines, 
except the Big Sandy-Joplin project, 
have been superceded by the line now 
being surveyed from Conrad. 

road men that actual construction of 
the line will be started in the spring. 

Among the suggestions previously 
considered was a branch leaving the 
Shelby line at Brady, extending 
northeasterly across the Marias and 
terminating at or near Kenilworth, 

Summary of Proposed Railroad 
Construction in Treasure State 

1. Extension of Bellefourche-Northwestern branch of Chi­
cago and Northwestern, from Bellefourche, South Dakota, to Miles 
City; 140 miles in Montana. 

2. Cut-off of Minneapolis, St, Paul and Sault St. Marie, popu­
larly known as the "Soo line," entering Montana from North Dako-
tu, «Tossing Yellowstone near Sidney, following Missouri river 
generally to mouth of Arrow Creek, thence to Great Falls, thence 
northwestward into southwestern part of Alberta anil on to Crow's 
Nest pass: 550 miles in Montana. 

.'{. Great Northern cut-off from New Rockford, North Dakota, 
to •Winnett; line already completed from eastern boundary of 
Montana to Richey, leaving 100 miles to he built in Montana. 

4. Milwaukee double-track cut-off from Grass Range to Win­
nett, to be shared with Great Northern; grading completed but rails 
to be laid in spring; 20 miles. 

5. Great Northern cut-off from Lewistown to junction with 
Milwaukee, mile and a half east of Grass Range; line completed nine 
miles east of Lewistown, leaving 25 miles to be built. 

O. Branch of Great Northern from Poplar to Glentana and 
Opheim; rights of way being purchased; SO miles. 

7. Milwaukee extension from Weede to Melstone; 22 miles. 
8. Road pi'oposed from projected irrigation dam ill Big Horn 

Canyon to Hardin and Ouster; 70 miles. 
9. Lake Basin railway, regarded as branch of Northern Pa­

cific; construction already authorized from Hesper, on line of Bill­
ings and Northern, to Gibson, 38 miles; extension probable to Mel­
ville, thence to Harlowton, making total from Hesper to Harlowton 
00 miles, 

10. Northern Pacific branch from Big Timber to Melvillei 
20 miles. 

11. Extension of Gilmore & Pittsburg, Northern Pacific prop­
erty, from Armstead through Dillon to Twin Bridges; 50 miles. 

12. Feeder for Great Falls-Shelby Great Northern line to run 
probably from Conrad to Genou, thence to Floweree and connecting 
with Montana Western; HO miles. 

13. Great Northern branch from Big Sandy, through Kenil­
worth and Brinkman to Joplin; 50 miles. 

14. Great Falls-Missoula cut-off of Milwaukee line from Clear­
water to Manchester, through Ovando, Clemons and Riebeling; 125 
miles 

15. "Sou" extension from Whitetail westward, paralleling 
Great Northern, ultimately to reach Sweetgrass and Coutts, con­
necting with Canadian Pacific and serving as cut-off; 250 miles. 

10. Branch of Northern Pacific from Dixon through St. Ig­
natius and Ronan to Poison; 40 miles 

17. Great Northern cut-off from Gilman by Swan lake to 
Kalispell; 125 miles. 

18. Great Northern cut-off from Marion to Jennings; 40 miles. 
10. Extension of Ac a wain branch of Milwaukee to coal fields 

in Alberta owned by railroad; 80 miles in Montana. 
20. Extension of Northern Pacific Wilsall branch to Ringling, 

already surveyed; 50 miles. 

Construction of "North Country" 
Line to Opheim Assured. 

The opening up ot another rich ag­
ricultural section is assured by the 
construction of the "north country" 
railroad, a branch of the Great North­
ern from Poplar through Glentana 
to Opheim, for which rights of way 
already have been secured. The rail­
road company through agents who 
represented themselves to be home 
seekers, recently completed the pur­
chase of a right of way from the main 
line through to Opheim and bought 
160 acres for a townsite within a half 
mile of where Opheim now stands. 
The route was surveyed this year and 
it is probable that construction will 
begin in the spring. 

Yet another line assured that will 
serve a rich farming district is the 
Lake Basin railway, the construction 
of which from Hesper, in Yellowstone 
county, to Gibson, in Stillwater coun­
ty, a distance of 3S miles, has already 
been authorized. This is regarded as 
a branch of the Northern Pacific, or 
at least the property of the Northern 
Pacific. It does not connect up with 
the Northern Pacific, however, as 
Hesper is on the line of the 
Billings and Northern, a Great 
Northern offshoot. The general 
direction of the line as far as 
Gibson, to which point it is to be 
completed next year, is northwester­
ly. One of the important stations 
alone the route will be the town of 
Stickley. 

From Gibson the line will be con­
tinued ultimately in the same general 
direction to Melville and thence north 
to Harlowton. By a line from Big 
Timber to Melville the Northern Pa­
cific will thus be able to connect Har­
lowton with its main line. 
Contract Let for Construction 
Of Dixon-Polson Line. 

The contract already has been let 
for a branch line of the Northern Pa­
cific north of Dixon. This will run 
through St. Ignatius and Ronan to 
Poison on the Flathead lake, a dis­
tance of about 4 0 miles. It is likely 
that the construction will be complet­
ed sometime next year. 

Rumors are again abroad that the 
Gilmore and Pittsburg, the "road of 
mystery," is about to be extended 
northeastward through Dillon to con­
nect with the Northern Pacific 
branch at Twin Bridges, simultane­
ously with the extension of the Gil­
more and Pittsburg wast from Sal­
mon City, Idaho, to Pasco, Washing­
ton. The Gilmore and Pittsburg is 
a subsidiary of the Northern Pacific, 
which purchased it two years ago. 
The two cut-offs proposed would pro­
vide a new transcontinental line 
which would be used extensively for 
freighting as this southern route fur­
nishes the only continuous water 
grade from western Montana to the 
coast. 

A railroad 68 miles long from 
Custer to Hardin and thence up the 
Big Horn river to the foot of the 
canyon near the southern boundary 
of the state is planned in connection 
with the proposed construction of a 
dam 480 feet high by the Big Horn 
Canyon Irrigation & Power company 
of Hardin. Spur lines would be run 
from the canyon terminus of the line 
to the base and top of the dam. The 
surveys for this railroad were made 
in 1913. The building of the line 

would precede the construction of the 
dam, one of the objects of which 
would be to provide power for the 
electrification of the railroads ot 
southern Montana. 
Northern Pacific Soon to Build 
From Wilsall to Ringling. 

It is likely that one of the next 
stretches of construction to be under­
taken will be the extension of the 
Wilsall branch of the Northern Paci­
fic to Ringling. The survey for this 
line was made several years ago, but 
the project was held up by the out­
break of the European war. The 
original intention of the Northern 
Pacific was to run this line clear 
through to Great Falls, utilizing the 
White Sulphur Springs & Yellow­
stone Park railway's line from Ring­
ling to White Sulphur Springs, 
building thence up Smith river and 
turning northeastward near the 
mouth of that river through the coal 
fields. The Milwaukee, however, 
checkmated this more ambitions 
move of the Northern Pacific for the 
time by purchasing the White Sul­
phur Springs and Yellowstone Park 
outright. The extension of the Wil­
sall line to Ringling still remains a 
lively prospect because of the agri­
cultural wealth it would tap. 

Suggestions for many other linas 
have come from farmers' organiza­
tions and commercial clubs, of which 
some undoubtedly will receive seri­
ous consideration from the men who 
build railroads. At a recent meeting 
of the Chinook commercial club that 
was attended by representatives of 
the farmers, measures were discussed 
for obtaining the construction of a 
railroad from Chinook northwest 
through Blaine and Hill counties. Ef­
forts are being made to induce the 
Great Northern to build the line. If 
this plan fails, it  is proposed to have 
Chinook interests finance the pro­
ject. The most popular proposal is for 
a road 50 miles up the Red Rock. It 
it pointed out that the grade would 
be easy and the route would be vir­
tually straight. It is said that 
right of way could be obtained at 
little cost. 

Another big project likely to be 
undertaken within the next year or 
two is the rebuilding of the Northern 
Pacific line between Bozeman and 
Logan at a cost of $2,000,000. 

Vast improvements, including the 
double tracking of virtually its en­
tire main line in Montana, are al­
ready projected by the Great North­
ern. Contracts will be awarded 
shortly after the first of the year for 
the double-tracking of 44 miles of 
the main line at six different points. 

This work will consist of four 
miles of double-tracking between 
Havre and Pacific junction, 25 miles 
of double track between Shelby and 
Cutbank, nine miles of double track 
between Columbia Falls and White-
fish, and a change or line and con-

Louis Hill, President of the Great 
Northern Railroad. 

struction of double tracks between 
Essex and Java. At present the Great 
Northern has only 14 miles of double 
track in the state. This was con­
structed in the last few years in the 
vicinity of the summit of the Rocky 
mountains. 

Great Northern to Expend 
$500,000 in Great Falls. 

The Great Northern expects to 
spend half a million in construction 
work in Great Falls alone next year. 
New freight yards will be built at 
cost of $200,000, while $300,000 will 
be expended in the construction of 
new shops. 

The yards at Havre and Cutbank, 
both division points, are to be en­
larged. 

The considerable stride that has 
been made within the past year in 
electrifying railway lines in Montana 
is likely to be regarded two or three 
years hence as mere pioneering. 
Within the year the Milwaukee add­
ed nearly 190 miles to its electrically 
equipped and operated lines in the 
state between Deer Lodge and Alber-
ton, leaving less than 30 miles to be 
finished out of 44 0 covered by the 
original appropriation. The comple 
tion of this final stretch is held up 
by the heavy snow in the high val 
leys. Now the Great Northern ha 
financed an arrangement for electri 
fying its lines in the western part o 
Montana and it is expected that th 
Northern Pacific soon will follow th 
example of the other two lines. Mon 
tana then will be the first wester 
state to have all its mountain railwa 
lines completely electrified. 


