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THE HOLIDAY MINER;

In January, 1865, I came to Helena to
help pass the idle winter when all was
frozen up in Alder Guleh. The Last
Chance mines were then attracting
much attention for their richness, and

* the climate was so mild that season that
there was scarcely a day’s interruption
of mining, which was going on lively
in Dry Gulch, whenee the dirt was
hauled in wagons to be washed.

The few masons who found one an-
other soon began to hold occasional
meetings which ripened into an organi-
zation. We sent to Colorado for a dis-
pensation, which was a long time _in
coming in those days of stage coaches.

I don’t think we had the dispensation
more than three months, during the
tirstof which we could do no work, before
it was necessary to return it to Colora-
do if we would get a charter. We were
urged to apply 10r a charter although
we had not conferred the three degrees,
for we had not held the dispensation
long enough, Through the favorable
representations of Brothers Frary and
William Porter, who had both heen W,
masters in Colorndo, we were enabled
to secure a charter.

Reference to Colorado  Proceedings

shows our dispensation was issued to
us July 10, 1865, and that it had been re-
turned with petition for a charter Octo-
her 25, 1865. In the Grand Lodge of
Colorado, November 7, 1865, on motion
of Brother Lagendry, upon a tavorable
report of a committee of which Brother,
now Senator, ‘Teller was chairman,
charters were voted to both Montana
and Helena lodges, It was the very
last ot the month before our charter
reached us.  'We begun housckeeping in
o hall similar in location, substanee,
furniture and carpeting to my first ree-
ollection of the hall of the Virginia
City Loage.
When work began in Helena lodge
there was a boomin time. We met
nearly every night and worked until
enrly in the morning, conferring as
many as seven degrees in a single ses-
sion.  With such a rush of prosperity
we should have been well content, but
the brothren in Virginia City were anx-
jous to organize a  Grand Lodge, to
which we ussented with more indiffer-
ence than reluctance.  The invitation
which the Helenn lodge aceepted named
the time and place Virginia City, Janu-
ary 24, 1866,

Brothers Sealy and Mathew, wardens,
with myself, took the mid-winter ride;
it was tine sleighing. In due time we
reached the busy metropolis of the Ter-
ritory. We were warmly received and
sumptuously entertuined for those
times. Brother Hull, W. M., of Vir-
kinia City lodge, was keeping hotel and
running a grand gambling hall, which
did not comport at all with my idens of
musonic propriety,
We found a good deal more said about
who should be Grand Master than about
the formation of & Grund Lodge.

It was u hot and stormy time from

he moment we reached the hotel in
‘irginia City until we left one week
fluter.  1n that little company from the
hree lodges there were Hull, Frary,

nders, Langford, Boyce, Starr and
myself, who have since borne the hon-
rs of Girand Muster, besides Brothers
uncan and Potter, whe have so long
nud zealously served Masonry In exalt-
ed positions, " Dick Kennon was at that|
ime Secretary of the Virginia City
odge, und W. A, Clark, who has since

N connected with a lodge in Hele-
8, and aiterwards in Deer Lodge, and
us borne and passed the highest hon-

prs that the jurisdiction of the craft had
owWer to bestow, was then a member of
he same lodge.

In the heated strife, 1t least on the
part of Brother Hull, to be Grand Mas-
r, there was much time and many
ords spent on the question whether
Brothers Boyce, Connell and Lungford,
ho had been Past Masters before com-

ng to Montana, should be admitted to | ceased

uembership. Before the Committee on
redentials could report on this part of
he subject .aatter that had been com-
nitted to it, a resolution offered by
Brother Frary had been adopted, trans-
orming the convention that met into a
[Frand ge. Brother Duncan, ot that
omnilttee, became so disgusted with
<@he wrangling and.the unintentional
iliscovery 1n our proceeding without its
Hreport, that le left for his home in Ne-
ol uda, deciar] that ke would have
gpothing furth¢f to do with the proceed-

8. 1t seern at the close of the first

uy that the attempt to form a Grand

odge would utterly fail. I ‘was ap-
inted with Brothers Sealy and Con-
ell to try to bring back Brother Dun-

n, that we might go on harmoniously.

"

There was some pretty frce expression
of opinion on the evening of the first
day, and if I had been as near my home
as Brother Duncan, I might have gone
as he did. A night's sleep put us all
in better humor.  We took a morning’s
ride to Nevada, and Brother Dunean,
who, if he Is something quick to take
offense, cannot carry it long, came back
with us. We went dlllgt-nt‘_\' to work
with a constitution of Colorad

, and | A

waste as well as nd,,

the melanchol; fon of this once
heralded Peno and here we will
leave her until the confiding stockhold-
ers nllK.lnd strike it agnin below.

One half mile south of the Penobscot
Messrs. Chadwick, Chumasero and
Tatem, of Helena, have a number of
mining claims, several under U. 8,

t-
ent. Two developed into paying nlulpn:s.

Such
]:u‘y“ uch is

con

soon had a copy of our own, almost a
literal copy.

The vexed question of Past Masters
was settled by admitting them as hon-
orary members, There were only nine
votes at the first election, and Brother
Hull had one majority for Grand Mas-
ter. Brother Frure" was Deputy, my-
self Senior Grand Warden, and Broth-
cr Banders Grand Secretary. We had
more oftices to dispose of than there
were members, so that those who went
for oftice had a sure thing of some de-
gree of success. Brother Boyce acted
us installing officer, and Brother Rob-
crtson, later Grand Masterof Utah, and
now deceased, as Grand Marshal, not
Grand Master, as the minutes read.

We were no sooner organized than we
received a petition for a lodge at Neva-
da, which was granted the day follow-
ing, and the officers were Installed on
the evening of the same day.

T'o illustrate the work, the several de-
grees were conferred upon Mr. C. M.
Davis, without his being clected in any
lodge, by virtue of the Grand Master’s
prerogative, a rather poor precedent.

Brother Dwinsdale gave us u short but
very appropriate address, and we closed
in more harmony than we had met or
acted in, It was the sprouting of the
uml;m that willsome day make s mighty
OuK.

It seems but n few days since, and yet
Hunna, Davis, Dwinsdale, Sedman,
Goldberg, Maupin, and Lawrence, -of
the brethren then affiliated, are gone,
and others ure scattered far and wide
As L sitto write these things of the
founding of the Grand Lodge of Mon-
tanu, many interesting incidents come
back to memory, but 1 shall a tres-
lnwwl'lf I detain your patient readers
onger.

—————

THE SILVER CREEK MINES.

The Dead Penobscot and tho Live
QGloster.

Uncle “ Tommy " Cruse and the
Drum Lummon.

By RaxpaLnn H. KEme,

It has been two years since I
a report of this district for your Holiday
paper. Since that time circumstan
compelled me to be away from here tife
greater part of the time andsince my
return I have had no opportunity to Fet
any reliable statistics of the production
of the prominent mines. Then the
owners und managers are more reticent
than formerly. "Theretore, for the above
reusons, my letter will not be o full of
information as formerly. If it was not
for the far famed reputation of the Drum
Lummon und the extensive improve-
ments bt_llnig made at_the Gloster, this
section would seldom, I fear, be heard of
in the outside world any more.

THE PENOBSCOT

mine, that made such a furore a few
years ago, as the world well knows, was
shut down last s{)rlng and the machin-
ery in being sold as fast as purchasers
come along, ‘There awmt many
different opinions expi in regard
to thimmine, and as I am not a cham

for either purtﬂ: I can only glve my
opinion, and that 1s that the oomp.n{
working in a lean spot and Iac
elther the funds or grit to "E)
get pay ore below. A 1 over three
years ago when John C. F. Randolph
an eminent and reliable mining exper‘

ve you

and engineer of New York City, exam- | of the

ined and made a report upon this

erty, he ventured the pﬁdleﬁonl,m
when they sunk through the slate and
struck Into the granite formation that
the vein would be far better than ever
and more true. To prove his thwa:
clted the Belmont mine, onl

miles distant, which lead a! ly dem-
oxstrated this fact. Instead of on
down In the granite the Y
company ct working when that
forniation was reac because the
awurt was nearly barren, as

h;wuhmodlm

s

{ ‘e

down and | tion'of

of hundred tons of ore have
been crushed at Mt. Pleasant, rlelding
handsomely. Mr. D. B. McKil ican, of
one stamp mill fame, has just finished
one of his mills on the property. This
mill is a great improvement on the one
Mr. MeKillican had at Basin City, and
crushes double the amount of quartz.
The mill has not been runnin long
enough for one to forma pmpereu%lmaw
of its value as a cheap method of reduc-
ing ores. However, the ** pony mill”
has the right sort of men interested in

which are quite well but
1n the pasd rorres 1 redu Al lea

n the . w

Gloster with its 33' stamps crush e

tons of u:frg‘ per dny':;nd v
reader ou legean an
Silver Creek to i
THE DRUM LUMMON,
the greatest and yet the smallest concern
in Lewis and (?{lrhe county. Im the
eighteen months e one

eard of “Tommy.”  Without ' the
Drum Lummon ~ “ Tommy” would
probably never have been heard of, and
very pmhublﬁ' without ** T ' no
one would have heard of the m
Lummon,

Two yeurs and a half .80 I mentioned
in the MINER that Mr. Cruse was a ret-
icent and unostentatious Irishman. The
former quality has increased, and ex-
cept he has chan his woolen shirt for
an | ulute lincn one, with collar

1}

its welfare to bring its merits before the

ublic. The Mount Pleasant mines, as
ar as I can learn, are about the same as
two years Cotter & Hickey's 10
umm&mlll has been pnnl’\i'employed on
ores from Chumasero and Tatem’s mines
and on quartz from the Blue Bird and
Hickey lodes.

4 THE BELMONT

ny has added 10 pa to its mill
making 30 in all, which are kept busy
on rock from the Belmont mine. 'l‘haa
company has been fortunate enough to

of a pet: superintendent.
(a very necessary adjunct to a successiu!
mining enterprise, which fact unfortu-
nately hasyettobe learned by someeast-
ern investors in Montana mines,) and
in Mr. Baldwin the Penobscot compan
can rely as a man who understands hfs
business and strictly attends to it,

v THE GLOSTER

is about the only mine in this whole
section that hus shown signs of a very
healthy growth inthe pust two years,
In that time it has come into the

session of the Boston and Montana (Yo.,
who have energetically worked and
opened u{ the lode in good shape, I
doubt if there s & mine in the world
opened up in finer style and better tim-
bered than the Gloster. Everything is
done just exactly right, and nothing for
the benefit of the mine or its proper and
convenient working is left undone.

The mine has n proven up in
length along the vein and in depth suf-
ficlent to A?smy the company in putting
up 70 additional stampe, making 80 in
all. The 5 stamp mill built by the orlf-
inal owners has been increased to 10
stamps and the mill is now undergoin,
enlargement to hold 10 additiona
stamps, making 20 in this building.
This mill will reduce all the ores above
the tunnel level, which pierces the hill

uite near the works and taps the vein

00 feet in defth. A large four com-
vartmeut shait has now attained a
depth of 200 feet. A crose-cut south a
few feet penetrutes the vein. From this
shaft the ore is mined that runs the 60-
stamp mill. One half will go down the

ulch which is connected with the mine

y one of the flnest tramways
west, The new 60-stamp m
company is second to none in the
world. I have visited the Alice at
Butte; the Algonquin at Hasmarck,
near Philipsburg, and many fine wet
and dry crushing mills in the Western
States and Territories, but must say the
new Gloster mill eclipees them all. * Ev-
erything from the ore houseto the lower
floor, :gm stands the nificent 175
horse-power engine, is about perfection
for utility and convenience and could
not be improved upon in this day and
generation. . Like a great many others,
ndent has had nl:lvqlvlnp
aa to the future of the Gloster mine, and
as to the probablility of its jwlmm
ou have made inquiry of
theoretical

cal and

sanguine of succens for the company.

They claim the vein has every ludle’u-
n

¥
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A
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and cutth to match, and a seal skin cap
takes the placeor the old mud-begrimm-
ed slouch hat, “Toiumy’’ is the same as
when with hard knocks, perseverance
and the hope that leads on the hardy

¥ © was ing up that vast
treasure vault, the ljrumjfulgmon. me
thing must be said about Mr. Cruse be-
fore we leave him and attempta descrip-
tion of his mine, and that is he attends
utrlctlz‘to his own affbirs and runs his
little 5stamp mill with all the energy
of a money-making honanza king,

The Drum Lummon, as Judge Good
win of the Salt Lake 'fribune expressed
It, ‘* is the largest surface showing for a
mine in the world,” The developments
of Mr. Cruse are confined to the centre
of the location. A cross-cut tunnel cuts
the vein wsomething over 100 feet In
depth, and a shaft from the surface con-
nects with it. Dritts hgve been run
along the claim, and a cross-cut shows
the ledge to be 80 feet in width, What
the quarts ave the entire width ask
theTowling winds as they sweep down
from the snowy range two miles distant,
for “Tommy” will never tell you nor
allow any of his employees to” divulge
the secret, :

Outside the Drum Lummon location
the vein appears to split both east and
west and form numerous spurs or feed-
ers, many of which are large veins and
carry ore. The ‘“Marble Heart'’
company, which g{ the way, Is a
wealthy one, think they have the main
westerly extension of the Drum Luimn-
mon and intend to prove their faith by
their works in early spring by running
a tunnel through the western end of
Mr. Cruse’s location and tap theirmine
about 280 feet d This com, -
means business and is abundantly
to furnish all nocessary bonds as mnlr-
ed under theright of way act for mines.

Ten stamps at the Whi ll,
which run during the summer and
up in the winter, eomrlete the numbet
of stamps in this d ct.

As I have continued this letter to such
le; I shall not attempt = description
of the district, but we have sbout fifty
that will be heard from when the good
time comes and the bobm is u
usin full force. Mr,
good mines outside of the Drum Lum-
mon, which would no doubt make Ma-
rywhlo a second Butte if worked, but it
will be three or four centuries

{11}
e e ey

Another year may wol on
Bilver C and to that end we are liv-
ing in hopes. 2

men andall are | tained the




