
T U B  H O L I D A Y  M I N E R .

In January, 1865,1 came to Helena to 
help pufw the idle winter when all was 
frozen up in Alder Gulch. The Last 
Chance mines were then attracting 
much attention for their richness, and 
the climate was so mild that season that 
there was scarcely a day’s interruption 
of mining, which was going on lively 
in Dry Gulch, whence the dirt wits 
hauled in wagons to be washed.

The few masons who found one an
other soon begun to hold occasional 
meetings which ripened into an organi
zation. We sent to Colorado lor a dis
pensation, which was a long time.in 
coining in those days of stage coaches.

I don’t think we had the dispensation 
more than three months, during the 
first of which we could do no work,before 
it was necessary to return it to Colora
do if we would get a charter. We were 
urged to apply lor a charter ulthough 
we had not conferred the three degrees, 
for we hud not held the dispensation 
long enough. Through the favorable 
representations of lirothers Frary and 
William Porter, who had both been W. 
masters in Colorado, we were enabled 
to secutc a churter.

Deference to Colorado Proceedings 
shows our dis|iensation was issued to 
us July 10, 1805, and that it had been re
turned witli petition for a charter Octo- 
l»er 25, 1805. In the Grand Lodge of 
Colorado, November 7, 180.5, on motion 
of Brother Lugendry, upon a favorable 
report of a committee of which Brother, 
now (Senator, Teller was chuirmun. 
charters were voted to both Montana 
und Helena lodges. It was the very 
last of the month before our churter 
reached us. We begun housekeeping in 
a" hull similar in location, substituée, 
furniture und carpeting to my first rec
ollection of tile hall of the Virginia 
City Lodge.

When work began in Helenu lodge 
there was a boom in time. We met 
nearly every night and worked until 
early in the morning, conferring ns 
many as seven degrees iu a single ses
sion. With such a rush of prosperity 
we should have been well content, but 
the brethren iu Virginia City were anx
ious to orgunize a Grand Lodge, to 
which we assented with more indiffer
ence than reluctance. The invitation 
which the Helena lodge accepted named 
the time and place Virginia City, Janu
ary 24, .I860.

Brothers Scaly and Mathew, wardens, 
with myself, took the mid-winter ride; 
it was tine sieigliing. In due time we 
reached the busy metropolis of the Ter
ritory. We were warmly received and 
sumptuously entertained for those 
times. Brother Hull, W. M., of Vir
ginia City lodge, was keeping hotel and 
running a grand gambling hall, which 
did not comport at all witli my ideas of 
masonic propriety.

We found a good deal more said uliout 
who should Lie Grand Muster than about 
the formation of a Grand Lodge.

It was a hot uud stormy time from 
the moment we reached the hotel in 

’irgiuiu City until we left one week 
*ter. In  ttiut little company from the 
hree lodges there were Hull, Frary,
' nders, Langford, Boyce, Starr and 
nyself, who have since borne the hou
rs of Grand Master, besides Brothers 
iuncun and Potter, who have so long 
ud zealously served Masonry in exalt- 

positions. Dick Keniiou was at that 
ime Secretary of the Virginia City 
odge, and W. A. Clark, who has since 
>een connected with u lodge in Hele- 
a, and afterwards iu Deer Lodge, and 
us borne and passed the highest hon- 
rs that the jurisdiction of the craft had 

wer to bestow, was then a member of 
he same lodge.
In the heated strife, 1 1 least on the 
rt of Brother Hull, to be Grand Mas- 

ir, there was much time and many 
fords spent on the question whether 
rothers Boyce, Connell und Langford, 
ho had been Past Musters before coni

ng to Montana, should be admitted to 
uembemhip. Before the Committee on 
'redentials could report on this part of 
he subject .natter that hud been com
puted to it, .a resolution offered by 
rather Frary had been adopted, trans- 

orming the convebtion that met into a 
rand Lodge. Brother Duncan, ot that 

‘ommlttee, became so disgusted with 
he wrangling and the unintentional 
iscovery in our proceeding without its 
port, that he left for his home In Ne- 

ada, declaring that he would have 
othing further to do with the praceed- 
gs. t t  seeimid at the close of the first 

ay that the attempt to form a Grand 
odge would utterly fail. I  was ap- 
inied with Brothers 8ealy and Con- 

ell to try to bring back Brother Dun- 
n, that we might go on harmoniously.

There was some pretty free expression 
of opinion on the evening of the first 
day, und if I had been us near my home 
as Brother Duncan, I might have gone 
as he did. A night’s sleep put us all 
in better humor. We took a morning’s 
ride to Nevadu, and Brother Duncan, 
who, if he is somethin« quick to take 
offense, cannot carry it long, came back 
with us. We went diligently to work 
with u constitution of Colorado, and 
soon had a copy of our own, almost a 
literal copy.

The vexed question of Past Masters 
was settled by admitting them us hon
orary members. There were only nine 
votes at tlie first election, and Brother 
Hull hud one majority lor Grand Mas
ter. Brother Frary was Deputy, my
self Senior Grand Warden, and Broth
er Sanders Grand Secretary. We had 
more offices to dispose of than there 
were members, so that those who went 
for office hud a sure thing of some de
gree of success. Brother Boyce acted 
us installing officer, and Brother Rob
ertson, luter Grand Masterof Utah, and 
now deceased, us Grand Marshal, not 
Grand Master, as the minutes read.

We were no sooner organized than we 
received u petition for a lodge at Neva
da, which was granted the day follow
ing, und the officers were installed on 
the evening of the same day.

To illustrate the work, the several de
grees were conferred U|K>n Mr. C. M. 
Davis, without his being elected in any 
lodge, by virtue of the Grand Master's 
prerogative, a rather poor precedent.

Brother Dwinsdale gave us u short but 
very appropriate uddiess, and we dosed 
in more harmony than we had met or 
acted in. It was the sprouting of the  
acorn tlint will some day mukcu m ighty  
oak.

It seems but a few days since, and yet 
Hunan, Davis, Dwinsdale, (Sedmaii, 
Goldberg, Muupin, and Lawrence, of 
the brethren then affiliated, are gone, 
and others are scattered far and wide 
As 1 sit to write these* things of the 
founding of the Grand Lodge of Mon
tana, muiiy interesting incidents come 
hack to memory, but 1 shall lie a tres
passer if I detain your putient readers 
longer.

THE SILVER CREEK MINES.

The D ead Penobscot and th e  L ive  
Gloster.

U ncle “ Tommy " Cruse and the  
Drum Lummon.

B y  R a n d a l l  H .  K e m p .

I t  has been two years since I gave you 
a report of this district for your Holiday 
|iaper. (Since that time circumstances 
compelled me to be uway from here tlïe 
greater purt of the time and since my 
return I have had no opportunity to get 
any reliable statistics of the production 
of the prominent mines. Then the 
owners und managers are more reticent 
thun formerly. Therefore, tor the above 
reasons, my letter will not be so full of 
information as formerly. If it was not 
for the far famed reputation of the Drum 
Lummon und the extensive improve
ments being made at the Gloster, this 
section would seldom, I fear, be heard of 
in the, outside world any more.

T H E  PENOBSCOT

mine, that made such a furore a few 
years ago, as the world well knows, was 
shut down lust spring and the machin
ery if being sold as fast as purchasers 
come along. There are a great many 
different opinions expressed in regard 
to thiamine, and as I am not a champion 
for either party. I  can only give my 
opinion, and that is that the company 
ceased working in a lean spot and lack 
either the funds or grit to go down and 
get pay ore below. A little over three 
years ugo when John C. F. Randolph, 
an eminent and reliable mining expert 
and engineer of New York City, exam
ined and made a report upon this prop
erty, he ventured the prediction that 
when they sunk through the slate and 
struck into the granite formation that 
the vein would be ihr better than ever 
and more true. To prove bis theory he 
cited the Belmont mine, only three 
miles distant, which lead already dem
onstrated this fact. Instead of going on 
down in the granite the Penobscot 
comoany ceased working when 
formation was reached, because the 
quart - was nearly barren, as though the 
Creato; ever formed a mine without

waste as well as pay ground. Buch Is 
the melancholy condition of this once 
heralded Penobscot and here we will 
leave her until the confiding stockhold
ers rally and strike it again below.

One half mile south of the Penobscot 
Messrs. Chadwick, Chumasero and 
Tatem, of Helena, have a number of 
mining claims, several under U. 8. pat
ent. Two developed Into paying claims. 
A number of hundred tons of ore have 
• »een crushed at Mt. Pleasant, yielding 
handsomely. Mr. D. B. McKillican, of 
one stamp mill fame, has just finished 
one of his mills on the property. This 
mill is a great improvement on the one 
Mr. McKillican had at Basin City, and 
crushes double the umount of quartz. 
The mill has not been running long 
enough for one to form a proper estimate 
of its value as a cheap method of reduc
ing ores. However, the “ pony mill” 
has the right sort of men interested in 
its welfare to bring its merits before the 
public. The Mount Pleasant mines, as 
far as I can learn, are about the same as 
two years ago. Cotter A Hickey’s 10 
stamp mill has been partly employed on 
ores m»m Chumasero and Tätern’s mines 
and on quartz from the Blue Bird and 
Hickey loties.

4 T H E  BELMONT
company has added lOstamps to its mill 
making 30 in all, which are kept busy 
on rock front the Belmont mine. T hu 
company has been fortunate enough to 
secure of u competent superintendent, 
(a very necessary udjunct to a successful 
mining enterprise, which fact unfortu
nately hasyetto be learned by some east
ern investors in Montuna mines,) and 
In Mr. Baldwin the Penobscot company 
can rely as a man who understands his 
business and strictly attends to it.

T H E  UX.OSTEll 
is about the only mine in this whole 
section that has shown signs of a very 
healthy growth in the pust two years. 
In  that time it has come into the pos
session of the Boston and Montana Co., 
who have energetically worked and 
opened up the lode in good sliupe. I 
doubt if there is a mine in the world 
opened up in finer style and better tim
bered than the Gloster. Everything is 
done just exactly right, and nothing for 
the benefit of the mine or its proper and 
convenient working is left undone.

The m ine has been proven up in 
length along the vein ana  in depth suf
ficient to justify the company in  putting  
un 70 additional stamps, m aking 80 in 
all. The 5 stam p m ill built by th e  orig
inal owners has been increased to  10 
stamps and the mill is now undergoini 
enlargement to hold 10 additions, 
stamps, m aking 20 in th is building. 
This mill will reduce all the ores above 
the tunnel level, which pierces the hill 
quite near the works and taps the  vein 
100 feet in depth. A large four com
partm ent shaft has now* attained 
depth of 200 feet. A cross-cut south a 
few feet penetrates the vein. From  this 
shuft the ore is mined th a t runs the 60- 
stamp mill. One half will go down the 
gulcn which is connected w ith th e  m ine 
by one of the finest tram w ays in  the 
west. The new Oftstamp m ill of th is 
company is second to none in  the 
world. I  have visited the  Alice a t 
Butte; the A lgonquin a t  Hasm arck, 
near Phlllpsburg, and m any fine wet 
and dry crushing mills in the W estern 
States and Territories, but m ust say the 
new Gloster mill eclipses them  all. Ev
erything from the  ore house to the  lower 
floor, where stands the magnificent 176 
horse-power engine, Is about perfection 
for utility and  convenience and could 
not be improved upon in th is day  and 
generation. L ike a  great m any others, 
your correspondent has had misgivings 
as to the ftiture of the Gloster m ine, and 
as to the probability of its justify ing  the  
outlay. I  have m ade inquiry or both 
practical and  theoretical m en and  a ll are 
sanguine of success for the  company. 
They claim the  vein has every indica
tion of permanency and  groat value, 1st, 
because i t  extends for such a  long dis
tance along the surfkoe; 2nd, th e  in 
crease of quantity  and uniform  qualify 
of the ore as depth is obtained: 8rd, the 
extraordinary uniformity a n a  eveness 
of the walls, showing it  to be a  true fis
sure vein. T his lode can be easily trac
ed on the  surfkoe for.a distance of over 
8,000 foet, to  m y own knowledge, and  
carries gold in  paying quantities, w h e n 
ever an  opening has been m ade In th a t 
length. The rooter of the  company is 
as follows: L. R. N ettie , General Su
perintendent; W . C. Child, A ssistant 
Superintendent: Alex. Sw an, raining 
captain; Thus. W . Fisher, architect and 
millwright. N ear t h e . Gloster are  a  
num ber of excellent m ines some of

which are quite well developed b u t have 
made no progress in  reducing fhctlMar 
in  the past two years. I  w illh javofhe  
Gloster w ith its 80 stam ps crushing 1116 
tons of quarto per day an d  bring  the  
reader oui of Plegean gulch and  back on 
Silver Creek to

THE DRUM LUMMON,
the greatest and  yet the smallest concern 
in  Lewis and  Clarke county. In  the 
past eighteen m onths everyone has 
heard of “ Tomm y.”  W ithout the 
Drum Lummon “  Tomm y”  would 
probably never have been heard of. and  
very probably w ithout “ Tomm y”  no 
one would have heard of the Drum  
Lummon.

Two y e an  and a  ha lf ago I  m entioned 
in the M i n e r  tha t Mr. Cruse was a  ret
icent and unostentatious Irishm an. The 
former quality has Increased, and  ex
cept he liaM changed his woolen sh irt for 
an  immnculute linen  one, w ith collar 
and cutlk to m atch, and  » seal sk in  cap 
takoi the place of the  old mud-begrimm- 
ed slouch bat, “ Tommy”  is the same as 
when with hard knocks, perseverance 
and the hope th a t leads on the  hardy 
prospector h e  was opening up th a t vast 
treasure vault, the Drum Lum m on. One 
th ing  m ust be said about Mr. Cruse be
fore we leave him  and attem pt a  descrip
tion of ills mine, and  th a t is he attends 
strictly to his own aftUirs and  runs his 
little 5-stamp mill w ith all the energy 
of a  money-making bonanza king.

The Drum Lumm on, as Judge Good
win of the Balt Lake T ribune expressed 
it, “  is the largest surface showing for a 
m ine in the world,”  The developments 
of Mr. Cruse are confined to th e  centre 
of the location. A cross-cut tunnel cuts 
the vein som ething over 100 feet in 
depth, and a shaft from the  surface con
nects w ith it. Drifts have been run 
along the claim, and  a  cross-cut shows 
the ledge to be 80 feet in  w idth. W hat 
thequarto  averages the  entire w idth ask 
the nowllng winds as they  sweep down 
from the snowy range tw o miles distant, 
for “Tommy” will never tell you nor 
allow any of his employees to divulge 
the secret.

Outside the Drum  Lum m on location 
the vein appears to sp lit both east and 
west and form numerous spurs o r feed
ers, m any of which are large veins and 
carry good ore. The “ Marble H eart” 
company, w hich , by th e  way, is a  
wealthy one, th in k  they have tn e  m ain 
westerly extension of the  Drum  Lum
mon and intend to prove th e ir faith by 
their works in  early spring by runn ing  
a tunnel through th e  western end of 
Mr. Cruse’s  location an d  tap  the ir m ine 
about 260 feet deep. This company 
means business and Is abundantly  able 
to fornish a ll necessary bonds as requir
ed under the right of way act for mines.

Ten stamps a t the Whippoorwill, 
which run during the summer and bang 
up in the winter, complete the number 
of stamps In this district.

As I  have continued th is letter to such 
length I  shall not a ttem pt a  description 
of the district, but we have about fifty 
th a t will be heard from w hen th e  good 
tim e comes and the  boom is upon 
usin  full force. Mr. Cruse has other 
good m ines outside of th e  D rum  Lum 
mon, which would no doubt m ake Ma
rysville a  second B utte  If worked, but it 
will be three or four centuries before 
they will have m uch notoriety. Judging 
from the way they are  progressing now.

A nother year m ay work wonders on 
Silver Creek and  to  th a t  end we are  liv
ing in hopes.

Virginia Hotel—O. H. Flake, Propri-

A  few months ago this gentleman 
purchased this well known establish
ment on Main street and since it  has 
been in  his hands it  has not only main
tained the reputation made for it  by its 
former proprietor but has become the 
best bouse of the kind In the West, The 
elegant two-story brick occupied la th s  
neatest and mast commodious in  the 
city. The upper story is divided into a  
number of rooms which are nicely and 
neatly ftimished, and let to lodgers at 
reasonable rates. The greatest trouble 
is that they have not rooms enough to 
accommodate the amount o f custom

Æ .-iîî.ïL fsr î“’
yean  of experience in this business 
the western coast and his ’ ’ 
afirst-daes hotel man la st _  _ _ _  
in any country. I f  you want goad lftw 
Ing go to th e T<r “ ' ”  '
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