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The Flint Creek mining district Ih 
comprised within a |iarallelugniui five 
miles square. The town of Philips- 
burg, it» locul supply depot, i» »ituuted 
upon tlie we»tern boundary and in clo»e 
proximity to tlie principal mines. I t  ia 
one of tlie olde»t, best known and lea»t 
productive mining district» of the terri
tory. It» mineral resources are varied 
anu extensive, (»old, »liver and cop
per may !>e considered tlie dominant 
metuls. Tlie ores are both base and free 
milling; thus the ores of one section of 
thedistrict carrying largely in their com
position antimony, zinc, arsenicand lead 
retiulre treatment by flreclilorinization. 
The proportion of base metal» being not 
so great in oreof other portions of the dis
trict such are crushed wet and chemical
ly treated in amalgamation. The per
centage of saving is in favor of the 
first method of working, although it is 
certainly the most costly. For reduc
tion by the clilorinization process both 
the Howell & White und Bruckner cyl
inders ure now and have been in use 
here; tlie former, from its uniform av
erage of saving, fterfect und economical 
working, with simplicity of mechanical 
detail, being considered by experienced 
mill men the most suitable and satisfac
tory of the two. Tlie base ores of the 
district are found only in the Trout and 
Franklin lillls. To reduce them, the 
North West Company in 1874 erected a 
10-stump dry crushing mill, fitted with 
Bruckner cylinders und Varney pans. 
Tills compkny operated about two years 
crushing rock out of t he Speckled Trout, 
Kitty Clyde, Poornian’s Joy, Pocahontas 
und Providenta mines. By gross mis
management the enterprise was a failure 
and a cessation of operations the result. 
The entire working plant in 1870 fell 
into the hands of a New York syndi
cate who in that year incorporated the 
Northwestern Company and renewed 
active work. Here again extravagance 
and incompetence asserted itself. Y/Kh 
a lubor and supply debt of nearly 
$100,o:H) this company passed out o ' ex
istence and its assets into the-hands of a 
private individual.

In 1880 the Algonquin company, a 
Philadelphia organization, constituted 
a 20-stamp mill of new and improved 
design. Ever>’ arrangement that me
chanical ingenuity could suggest in the 
saving of labor, fuel and manipulation 
of ores was introduced in it, toe pulp 
chloridized in a 00-inch Howell A White 
furnace being amalgamated in Califor
nia combination pans. In  a working 
point of view this enterprise was a 
grand success, and to-day, excepting 
probably the new Moulton mill at Butte 
it is the most perfect and complete mill
ing plunt in the western Territories.

I The Algonquin company operated the 
I Franklin, Salmon, Bellflower and Al
gonquin mines, all situated in the Frank
lin und Trout hills. These mines are 
yet ih an almost undeveloped condition.

! Their ores are found principally in chim- 
I neys, ure generally low grade and vast In 
extent and quantity. The Algonquin 

I mine alone lias more 12 and 15 ounce 
I ore in sight than will run a 20 stamp 
I mill 20 yeara. For the last two yean 
Ithis mill has worked custom rock, prin- 
Icipally out of the Speckled Trout mine. 
I James K. Pardee Is the resident super
intendent. He is considered an expert 
lilner and a good mill man. The com- 

Ipany employs about 75 men in the mines 
I und mill, has an abundance of supplies 
[ on hand and is everv way prepared for 
I active and continuous work. No ex- 
I hi bit of workingor production can begiv- 
en in this paper owing to Mr. Pardee's 

1 alisenee from home.
Mr. John Capllce the present lessee 

and superintendent of the Northwest
ern mining plant, has since the failure 
of the corporation successfully worked 
and operated the Speckled Trout mine. 
He is very generally known as an hon
orable nnd upright business man, and 
ids management has been signalised by 
puinstakinir carefulness in meeting ev
ery ttnamnal obligation—an example 
well worthy of imitation. Personally, 
lie is greatly esteemed, and no higher 
eulogy could pen bequeath him than to 
say he is a square man. In  this respect

a due regard for truth compels me to ad
mit that he differs from all his prede
cessors.

The Bharktown Tunnel Company, 
composed of Hugh T. Murray, £ . A. 
Durfce and other«, own three mines on 
Trout Hill, namely, the Blackmail, 
Bcratch Awl and Bharktown. Only the 
Bcratch Awl has received much develop
ment. Its ores are of uniform grade and 
always pay to work. A large portion of 
this mine was lest through recent liti
gation with the Algonquin company. 
The case however is now on appeal before 
the Supreme Court of the Territory, and 
if justice comes not too late Murray A 
Durfee may yet get their own again. 
The ores from this company’s mines have 
been worked in the North West and 
Algonquin mills only.

The ores of Hope Hill are of the free 
milling class, carry but a small propor
tion of base metals, and are easily work
ed to 85 per cent, of saving by wet 
crushing. The Hope Mining Company 
in 1806 or '67 constructed a 10-stamp 
mill to work ores from this hill with va
rying success. I t  has worked continu
ously from that date to this. Its manage
ment has not been characterized with 
more honesty or efficiency than has fall
en to the lot of the early incorporated 
companies of the Territory. Under the 
supervision of its present executive of-

The largest stock of men’s gloves,

fleer, F. L. Perkins, Esq., tlie property 
is kept In excellent order and pays divi
dends. Mr. P. is accredited not only 
with being a first class miner but thor
oughly posted in mill work. Personally 
lie is greatly respected and esteemed. 
This company owns the Hope, Emma 
and other mines on Hope Hill and the 
ClifT on Trout Hill. I t  has successfully 
treated ores from all mines located in 
Hope Hill.

The Algonquin Company is a Joint 
Btock Corporation and as before stated 
of Philadelphia origin. It is officered 
as follows:

Jas. K. Pardee, Buperlntendent.
Harvey Bliowers, Assistant Superin

tendent.
W. T. Bailey, Cashier and Auditor.
A. Wills, Metallurgist.
H. R. Fangreres, Clerk.
A. B. Hopkins, Foreman of Mill.
John Ainsly. First Engineer.
The North West Company’s plant is 

now under lease and is at present opera
ted by John Capllce. M. B. G'apUce lias 
supervisory control. Chris. Hurt is 
foreman. This gentleman is a miner of 
much experience and enjoys fully the
confidence of his employer. Mr*-----
Mellen has charge of the machinery and 
is a practical engineer of experience 
and reliability. The Hope Mining 
Company has a home office in Bt. Louis. 
Its resident officers are :

F. L. Perkins, Superintendent.
B. E. Atchinsou, Metallurgist and 

Foreman of Mill.
R. T. Rombaur, Clerk and Cashier.
John Leggat, First Engineer.
Byron Ballard, Foreman of Mine.
These companies all operate in the 

lime. Their mines are cross-country 
veins (with one exception, the Salmon) 
and lie near the contact. The country 
rock is limestone, principally of dolo
mite character. The veins have a N. E. 
by B. W. strike, are generally vertical,- 
the depression, if any, to the south. 
The ores, as before stated, vary with lo
cality. In some mines all of the ledge 
carries, pay rock. In  such Instances the 
fissures are narrow and well defined 
with clay casings on either wall. In 
others the deposits are principally 
in chitnneyB and rooms, Interven
ing spaces carrying only a poor quality 
of vein matter. The veinstone of ail 
mines in the district is a feldspatlo 
quartzite. Associated with the gangue 
6  silver, both ruby and native, carbon
ates of lead and copper, oxide of man
ganese, antimony, zinc and arsenic. 
All of the leads in the district present a 
remarkable uniformity of character, 
having nearly all the same general di
rection, and possessing to a very consld- 
able extent the same combination of 
minerals. Manganese dykes of great 
width occur on the line of contact. 
Immense bodies of low grade ores are 
found in them near the Urne. The dip 
of the foot wall is about 75° to the east, 
the granite overhang correspondingly. 
Up to the date of this article no ores of 
the district other than those found In 
the 1 lime and above noted have been 
worked. Much valuable lode property 
in this formation remains yet in an un
developed state. As much of it  is owned 
by men unable to properly explore it, 
some yeara must elapse before its posi
tive value can be determined.

In  explanation of my assertion that 
Philipsburg is the least productive of 
ady of 4he old, important, silver min
ing camps of this Territory, I may say 
Unit tne companies operating here 
have tended largely to that undesirable 
end. Divested of all unnecessary verbi- 
iage, their officers, withoutan exception, 
until recently, were totally unfit 
by education and experience to handle 
the important trusts confided to them. 
Dignified, aristocratic experts, familiar 
with card-playing in ull of its branches, 
judges of g<Mid whisky, ambitious to ex
cel in lying and deceit, were the materi
al selected by eastern and southern cap
ital to place their money advantageously 
and profitably. I do not infer from the 
above that a good miner and mill man 
should not occasionally drink, plav fare 
b: nk, and lie a little. The l>e»t of them 
do, but the man who makes such vicious 
pursuits a business should not have the 
confidence, much less the capital, of 
careful busluesH men to bolster him up. 
I do not care to tal< e personal issue with 
anyone connected officially with the
Cast of this camp. Should they seek it, 

owt ver, 1 am ready for the controver
sy, with proof to sustain me, “ stronger 
than Holy W rit.”

THE GRANITE.
For 15 years the existence of large As

sure vein» in the Granite near the contact 
(undoubted extensions of lodes in lime) 
were known to all miners and prespect- 
o s in the district. No location» were 
made, assays of top rock not justifying 
reduction by the costly processes ih use 
here. Rock assaying from 25 ounces to 
00 ounces could not be milled to a profit, 
and so the pro»pcctors worked in lime 
where if a discovery was made it would 
in all probability pay. A few years ago 
Holland A  Estill, two fortunate miners, 
located and partially developed the 
Granite Mountain mine. Bo tlatterini

good hotels. The people are sociable, 
generous and hospitable. Newspapers- 
are read by all and paid for by some. In 
this respect they differ in nowise foom 
other more fortunately situated sectlbh« 
of the Territory. If  space permitted I  
would have included within the limits- 
of this letter u description of the Boul
der and Cable districts. Aslt is I await 
another day, nnd with many apologies 
to your readers for contributing to your 
handsome New Year’s edition this In
complete paper, I will close.

H. Bakxett, Dby Goons, Cloth-  
in«, Boots, Bhoes, E tc.—This Is one 
of the leading establishments of our 
city, having built up a reputation for- 
keeping a fine assortment of the best 
goods that can possibly be brought to 
this market. Mr. Barnett’s store, on 
Main street lictwcen Broadway and 
Granite, » cut of which appears in this 
issue, in filled from floor to ceiling with 
a» nice a stock as may be found in the 
West. Tlie dry goods department Is 
complete, and on the shelves and coun
ters are found a beautiful array of fine 
dress goods, silks, satins and velvets of 
the latest and most fashionable colon 
and designs. A specialty is made of 
flue clothing an« furnishing goods. 
His fine stock of custom made mods 
has attracted the attention of a large 
line of flrst-clasM custom. The best 
munufnetured ladies, misses, gents and 
children’s shoes may also be found in 
this establishment; also a full line of 
hats, caiis, libber goods, blankets, buck 
gloves, mitts, etc. His carpets are of 
choice patterns, consisting of English 
body and tapestry, Brussels, three-ply 
ingrain or any other grade thut is usu
ally kept II» a first-class establishment 
of this kind. The enviable reputation 
that Mr. Barnett has gained as a busi
ness man is u sufficient guarantee that(»ranne M ountain  mine. Bo na ttering  _  . »... . . ^  lu*1

were the indications th a t in  th e  spring  7*«domer» of his house will be honora- 
------  -- ■■ -  ----  bly dealt with.of 1881 the attention of Chas. (,'lnrk, 

then superintendent of Hope Mining 
Compiiny, was attracted to the mine. 
He bonded the property for $40,000, pay
ing for the same upon its expiration. 
This magnificent mine is opened from 
three tunnel levels, the header of each 
standing in from 4 to 10 feet of ore. The 
rock pays throughout and immense re
serves of ore lie in sight, sufficient in 
the estimation of competent miners to 
keep 40 stamps at work for 2 years 
or more. A company is incorporated to 
work this mine -and In the spring a 
lurge mill will lie constructed to crush 
its ores. This purchase and sale gave 
an impetus to prospecting in the granite 
which resulted In many new and im
portant discoveries. Winter coming on 
rapidly, but little except surfucc work 
was done by locators. Altogether about 
75 locations were made and recorded. 
AH of the ores carry a percentage of 
gold. Among the principal mines may 
be mentioned the Young America, Ja». 
Garfield, Lady Elgin, Virginia, 
Btonewail and Animy. Others ns 
deserving escape my memory, but 
I make the assertion without a 
fear of contradiction, that no sets 
tion of the Territory presents a more en
ticing field for the capitalist than is to 
be found here. The day is near at hand 
when this old camp will awake from its 
lethaigy and take Its place in the front 
rank ot silver producing districts in the 
great North West. Theinineral portion 
of the district is very hilly and rugged. 
Immense forests ot pine and fir are to 
be found everywhere affording an 
abundance if not an Inexhaustible sup
ply of fuel for the mills and smelters of 
the filture. - Limestone, red hematites; 
iron ores and manganese are ready at 
hand. Water, pure and plenty, flows 
downevery canyon andcooley, and thus 
every constituent necessary In the re
duction of base ores is available. Let 
those who are yet in doubt come and 
see for themselves and take the word of 
none. This district has the advantage 
of a pleasant climate and lies conven
ient to good agricultural land much of 
which is yet open to settlement. The 
table lam» of Flint Creek Valley pro- 
dura a most excellent and nutritious 
species of bunch grass and constitute 
a very superior grazing country
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has a large local trade, is pleasantly situ
ated on the right bank of Flint Creek 
a large affluent of the Deer Lodge Riv
er, lies about 60 miles B. E. of Deer 
Lodge City, and about the same dls- 
tanraS. W. of Butte., has a  daily mail 
and stage line, many fine business hous
es and private reside«©», a handsome 

bool bouse, publie bail and several

C. B. Houser A  Co., W holesale 
and R eta il  L iquors, Cigars an»  
Tobaccos.—Messrs. C. B. Houser A 
Co.’s 1» one of the oldest firms in our 
city and among one of our principal es
tablishments. Their store, in which 
may be found a good stock or goods con
sisting in pari of whiskies, brandira,. 
wines, gins, rums, cigars and tobaccos, 
1» situated on West Park street. Chi
cago, Milwaukee and Bt. Louis bottled 
beer is dealt in extensively by this- 
house. All goods sold by this house- 
are first-class, and thus it has gained a. 
reputation for selling only the very best- 
of everything. I t would be useless for- 
us to make special mention or to enu
merate the large variety of brands of 
all the goods kept by them. Buffee It 
to say that by careful and strict atten
tion to the wants of the public they 
have guineJ the confidence of the en
tire community. Families would do
wel 1 to call on Messrs. Houser A  Co., am- 
their trade is most respectfully solicited.

O. Btenber«, S ion  vnu Ornamen
ta l  P a inting .—Every one of the 
neatest and most artistically finished 
signs in the city is the workmanship of 
Mr. Btenberg. He has a reputation,for 
being the finest workman in the West, 
and equally as good a one as may be 
found in any of the Eastern States. I t  
has been remarked by many- that It 
seemed wonderful to them that Mr. 
Btenberg should turn out the fine work 
lie does on the short notice he usually 
receives. Mr. Btenberg does all the 
sign, scenic and ornamental painting: 
himself, and Is not continually impor
ting second-class men to this country to 
do first-class work. Carriage painting 
is made a specialty, and chargee for 
this kind of work are very reasonable. 
Go and see the beautiful sign on the 
front of his building, on West Park 
street, if you want to see an excellent 
piece of work. The sign that he has In 
the postofflee was exhibited In a  fair a t 
Balt Lake city, and a medal was award
ed Mr. Btenberg for having the finest 
piece of work on exhibition.

mitts, hats, California underwear and »in the city, wholesale and

A. Em m s A  Co., F lour, Grain  
and P roduce.—This firm opened a  
store In our city on Lower Main star 
about two months ago. Their a' " 
goods consists oftho very best, 
very finest brands of flour and a 
lot of h n ,  vegetables, butter, 
try, etc., «te kept by this ho 
era. Eustls A  Co.’s Idea, that 
gins la the only true system to 
business a success, Isa  good one. 
tbeesaaail.
retail a t K. L. 1
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