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TRAGIC ENDING 
OF THE FOURTH

C h a r lie  G reen  W in d s  U p a  D r u n k e n  

C éléb ra tio n  by K il l in g  H is  

F r ie n d , J im  

B a k e r .

T h e  f irs t m u rd er in  R osebud county 
since its  o rgan iza tion  fu rn ished  a 
tr a g ic  en d in g  for F o rsy th ’s Fourth  of 
Ju ly , and  a s  a  re su lt of a  pistol shot 
fired  in a  d ru n k eu  frenzy by C h arlie  
G reen, one of h is  best friends, Jim  
B aker, lies dead . T h e  Fourth  w as a 
q u ie t d ay  in F o rsy th , the celebration  
a t M iles C ity  hav ing  a ttra c te d  a ll who 
w ere inclined  to m ake a  d ay  of it to 
th a t town. T h e re  w as no am usem ent 
of an y  sort going on an d  the only in d i
cation  th a t the n a tio n a l ho liday  w as 
a t h an d  w as the occasional pop of a 
fire  c rack e r or the  spectac le  of a 
d runken  m an  m ak in g  the rounds of 
the saloons.

C has. G reen, a  young m an em 
ployed a s  section boss on the r a i l 
road  d id  not go to M iles C ity , bu t con
tented  h im self by show ing h is  p a tr io t
ism  by a  lib e ra l p a tro n ag e  a t the 
b a rs . A bout eleven o ’clock a t n ig h t 
he w as fa ir ly  and sa tis fac to rily  
d ru n k  and  dropped into S ick le r & 
D o w lin 's  p lace. T h ere  w ere a  num 
ber of frien d s  there, and  the p a r ty  had  
a  few rounds of d rin k s , and  everyth ing 
seemed p le a sa n t a s  a  Ju n e  w edding. 
J im  B aker, who w as in the p a rty , 
ta lk e d  w ith  G reen and  the two en 
gag ed  in a  frien d ly  scuffle. B aker 
th rew  G reen dow n, an d  the p a rty  
lau g h in g ly  took ano ther d rin k  togeth 
er. G reen then left and  w alked to h is 
room in the O cciden ta l Hotel an d  r e 
tu rn ed  to the saloon. No one w as in 
side  bu t B aker, Tom S la te r  the n ig h t 
b a r te n d e r  and  a  young m an employed 
in P a p a n ’s re s ta u ra n t. W ithout a 
w ord of w arn in g  G reen stepped to the 
door and  fired a  shot a t B aker, but 
m issed  the m ark . S la te r  and  the 
boy ra n  to the re a r  door and  B aker 
stepped behind the  b a r  and  secured  a 
p isto l from u n d ern ea th  the back b ar. 
T h e re  w ere tw o p isto ls in the sam e 
com partm ent, a b ig  45 unloaded and a 
sm a lle r gun  loaded w ith she lls . B a k 
er got hold of the unloaded weapon 
and  snapped  the  gun  a t G reen several 
tim es. In  the m eantim e G reen stepped 
inside of the doorw ay and  fired a n 
o ther shot a t B aker. T he b u lle t took 
effect in B a k e r’s gro in  an d  he fell ju s t 
in front of the c ig a r  case, m orta lly  
w ounded. G reen tu rn ed  and  fled and 
Tom S la te r  and  o thers ru shed  to a s s is t  
the w ounded m an. He died in less 
th a n  an  hour.

A fter leav ing  the saloon G reen 
cocked h is  pistol an d  w alked  d irec tly  
across the s tree t w here he stood for a 
few m inutes on the depot p latform . 
From  th is  point a ll tra c e  of him  seemed 
to be lost, and  h is w hereabou ts a t Die 
p resen t w ritin g  is a  m a tte r of conjec
tu re .

T hese  a re  the b rie f fac ts in the case 
a s  g leaned  from eye w itnesses of the 
shooting, an d  a re  in accordance with 
the sto ries  of th e  k illin g  a s  brought 
out by the coroner’s in q u est held the 
follow ing m orning. Of course there 
a re  conflic ting  sto ries a s  to the sq u a b 
ble, bu t shnm ered down to facts it 
seem s th a t  G reen w as ch ag rin ed  a t 
the re su lt of the scuffle and  w hile 
sm iling ly  p a r ta k in g  w ith  the o thers 
the  la s t  “ ro u n d ”  of d rin k s , p lan n ed  to 
revenge h im self a s  quickly7 a s  he could 
lay  h a n d s  on a dead ly  w eapon; a  m at
te r  of only a few7 m inutes.

A nother cu rious phase  of the a ffa ir  
is  th a t  there  w eie p len ty  of people 
about the s tree ts  to app rehend  the 
m u rd ere r, yet no effort w as m ade to 
even keep him in view if not a rre s t 
him . G reen w alked  a w a y  from the 
victim of h is  w ra th , sa u n te red  across 
to the  depot and  q u ie tly  faded  into the 
n ig h t w ithout one h an d  ra ise d  to s ta y  
him  nor an  eye to follow h is  course. 
D eputy S heriffs M uri an d  L yndes, 
who w ere on th e ir  w ay  home, h eard  
th e  shots w hen in the  neighborhood of 
the depot, b u t supposing  it a  p a r t  of 
the  d a y ’s ce leb ra tion , p a id  no a tten 
tion to it and  continued th e ir  way 
hom ew ard. T hey  re tu rn ed  la te r  when 
they  h ea rd  of the k illin g  an d  searched 
the  O cciden ta l Hotel for tra c e s  of 
G reen , bu t could find none, A search  
of h is  effects in h is  room revealed a 
q u a n tity  of new goods w hich  a p p ea r 
to have been stolen. A su it of clo th ing  
w ith  M arcey’s p rice  m ark  a ttached

w as am ong th e  p lunder—a  c ircum 
stan ce  th a t  w ould point to G re e n ’s 
d e a lin g  in petty  crim es.

T he inquest w as held the follow ing 
m orn ing  in th e  office of J . C. L yndes, 
Ju s tic e  of the  P eace  C. C. G ates p re 
s id in g . T h e  f ind ing  of the ju ry  w as 
in accordance w ith  the above fac ts— 
th a t  deceased cam e to h is d eath  from 
a  gun  shot wound inflicted by C h a rles  
G reen—and  w as signed by H. R. 
M arcey, E . S. Becker, E lm er L yndes, 
G us Jacob i, J .  H . A ustin  an d  Thos. 
M eehan.

A LIFE LOST 
IN THE FLAMES

T en M en In ju red  by J u m p in g  from  

O c c id e n ta l H o te l W indow s--I<oss  

o f  P ro p e r ty  L a rg e—C oal 

D o c k s  D estro y ed — W ool 

W a reh o u se  E sca p es  

Des» r u c tio n .

D ead—
Jaco b  Brown. 

In ju re d —
A lb ert Sm ith. 
C arl Schroeder. 
J .  V. Salem . 
S tephen B ulen. 
G us A hlgren . 
John  F a le r . 
John  Rowe.
W. S. M yers. 
F red  Rowe. 
A m an A houcik.

M rs. N ellie  M cG uire, the lan d lad y , 
and  her cousins, who assis ted  in the 
w ork, h ea rd  the a la rm  in tim e to e s 
cap e  w ithou t in ju ry . T hose on the 
firs t floor got out by w ay of the k itch 
en—the o th ers  m ade th e ir  escape by 
w ay of the  w indow s. T h e re  w ere a 
num ber of m en on the second floor who 
got out w ithout in ju ry , bu t the eleven 
men in the  g a r re t  fared  worse. T hese 
w ere a ll section han d s , and  a s  a ll the 
men w ere en joy ing  the deep sleep th a t 
follow’s a  d a y  of h a rd  work, they were 
the la s t  to h ea r  the shouts, p istol shots 
and c ra c k lin g  of the flam es. W hen 
they aw oke the fire  h ad  cut off all re 
t r e a t  an d  th e ir  only hope l.iy in a leap  
to lib e rty .

T h e re  w as a  p an ic  strick en  ru sh  to 
the tw o w indow s and  the men tum bled 
prom iscuously  out. T he leas t injured 
w as the la s t  m an  out, who more cooler 
headed th a n  the rest, poised him self 
ca re fu lly  on the  sill and  leap ing , 
landed  sq u a re  on h is feet. Even he 
su s ta in ed  an  in ju ry  to h is  leg and  cut 
on h is  face. T he o thers w ere a ll more 
or less ja r re d  and  b ru ised ; a ll suffered 
severe s tr a in s  in the region of the 
back. T he in ju red  men craw led  to 
p laces of sa fe ty  and  w ere la te r  cared  
for by the com pany p h y sic ia n , Dr. 
W ilson.

O ne m an, Ja co b  Brown, failed  to 
aw aken , and  it w as not un til la te r  in 
the m orn ing  th a t  it w as known a 
m an had  p erish ed  in the flam es. 
Someone cu riously  looking over the 
ru in s  observed a form u n d ern ea th  the 
d eb ris  and  the ch a rred  and  dism em 
bered rem ain s of the u n fo rtunate  w ere 
b rough t to view. T h e  tru n k  of the 
body alone rem ained , even

WANTED FOR MURDER!
On thi evening of July 4th, 1901, Charles 

Green shot and killed James Baker at Forsyth, 
Montana, and is still at large.

Charles Green, the slayer, is a Swede; 5 feet, 
6 inches in height; dark hair; blue eyes; smooth 
shaved; gold crown front tooth; some front 
teeth gold filled; large scar on hack of left 
hand between thumb and forefinger; weight, 
about 160 pounds; 20 or 21 years old,

Notify Chas. Davis, Sheriff, Forsvth, Mon
tana.

T h e  firs t fire in which a  fa ta lity  h a s  
ever occurred  in Forsy th  took p lace 
about th ree  o ’clock on M onday morn- 
ing.

Jaco b  Brow n, a  young m an em 
ployed on the section w as  burned to 
death  and  ten o thers w ere in ju red  by 
jum ping  from the  th ird  sto ry  of the 
N orthern  P a c if ic  section house, o th er
w ise known as  the  O ccidental Hotel,

T h e  section house w as a  b ig . b a rn 
like s tru c tu re  of th ree stories, s ta n d in g  
ju s t w est of the depot lunch counter, 
w hich w as b u ilt in the e a r ly  d a y s  of 
the ra ilro a d  to meet the heavy dem and j 
for sh e lte r of ra ilro a d  han d s . It 
stood in a  b ig  y a rd  a p a r t  from other j 
build ings, an d  d iag o n a lly  opposite on i 
the tra c k  stood the coal docks, where , 
a ll p a ss in g  t r a in s  a re  fortified with 
fuel. J u s t  south of the docks is Beck
e r ’s w arehouse, used lor the p resen t j 
for s to rin g  wool, which is now coming 
in from the su rro u n d in g  county in 
la rg e  q u an titie s .

T h e  fire  w as  discovered by the 
n igh tw atch m an  of the y a rd s , who ran  
to the  house and  gave the  a la rm . 
S hortly  a f te rw a rd  someone else saw  
the fiâm es issu in g  from the second 
sto ry  w indow an d  fired off h is pistol 
several tim es, the  first and  only  no
tice to the tow n people of the fire. 
W hen the n igh tw .iteh  b u rs t  into the 
b u ild in g  the flam es w ere on the s t a i r 
w ay of the second lan d in g . T h e  fire 
sp read  w ith  m arvellous ra p id ity , and 
w ith in  a  few m inutes flam es w ere is 
su in g  from every window and  door in 
the b u ild ing .

T h ere  w ere in the b u ild in g  a t the 
tim e of the fire  betw een 25 and  30 in 
m ates, four of whom w ere women.

the head  b e in g  m ostly burned aw ay . 
T h e  body w as boxed and tu rned  over 
to the keeping- of K ennedy A H opkins, 
the u n d e rtak e rs .

A s F o rsy th  h as  not yet reached th a t 
st.'ige in the  course of its  p rog ress 
w here a  fire d ep artm en t is availab le , 
there  w as no a ttem pt m ade to e x tin 
g u ish  the fire, the efforts of the volun
tee rs  be in g  d irected  to protecting  the 
wool w arehouse and  rem oving the c a rs  
s ta n d in g  on the  opposite track . In 
consequence the coal dock, which w as 
alm ost in the course of the w ind, w as 
set a fire , and  fu rn ished  a beau tifu l 
spectacle. T h e  heavy tim b ers ou t
lined by fire looked like a  set piece of 
firew orks, and  a  co nsiderab le  space of 
tim e e lapsed  before the s tru c tu re  c o l 

lapsed and  blockaded the tra c k . T he 
eng ine house ad jo in in g  the dock w as 
destroyed also, together w ith the gaso- 
line engine.

A g a n g  of men "on the  roof of the 
wool v\ arehouse m anaged  to pu t out 
f ly ing  sp a rk s  a s  soon a s  they  lit on 
the ta r -p a p e r  covered roof and  by h a rd  
work m anaged  to save' th e  bu ild ing . 
T h e  w arehouse is 250 feet long, and 
about 240,000 pounds of wool, besides 
fa rm in g  m ach in ery  and  o ther goods 
w ere stored inside. T h is  would have 
m ade a  se rious loss h ad  a  lire  s ta rted , 
and  it w as only by the utm ost v ig i
lance  th a t it w as saved. T he wind 
w as in the no rthw est and  blew  the 
flam es from the dock ju s t so a s  to m iss 
the  w est end of the bu ild ing , but 
sp a rk s  constan tly  fell outside of the 
course of the fire.

T h e  eng ineer of the w ork tr a in  ly 
ing  in the  y a rd s  lost l ittle  tim e in g e t
t in g  the side tra c k  betw een the dock

an d  the wool w arehouse c lea red . 
W hile push ing  a long s tr in g  of ea rn  
into the m ain  tra c k  the engine collided  
w ith  a  fre igh t ca r , o b stru c tin g  a. 
sw itch , and  one cy lin d er v. a s  sm ashed  
and  d isab led . T he w est-hound p a s 
senger tr a in  had  ju s t a rrived  and was- 
s ta n d in g  on the m ain  tra c k  below tin: 
firs t sw itch , but the eng ineer of th e  
work t r a in  d id  not com pute h is  d is  
tances r ig h t, and  bum ped the c a rs  into 
the p assen g er engine, but fo rtunate ly  
little  dam age w as done. O nly  one 
c a r  w as destroyed by fire, th a t b e ing  
one of the flat c a rs  in the  dum p near 
the dock.

T he fire las ted  un til about ?:3(> 
o ’clock, leaving the main  tra c k  o b 
structed  w ith b u rn in g  tim bers an d  
coal and   ̂ a ll te leg rap h  w ires to th e  
west down. T h e  y a rd  men were put 
to work, am i w ith in  a few hours 
cleared  the track  so tin “ n in s could 
proceed. V ery few, if an ; . of the oc
cu p an ts  of the section house saved 
th e ir  effects in fact they v ere g lad  In 
get out w ith a whole sk in . Borne ha I 
the hardihood to run  hack into the 
b u ild ing  after escap in g  am i pick up  a 
few artic le s  of clothing, hu t there  w as 
little  hope of saving an y th in g  else.

W AS BROWN 
MURDERED?

Strong Evidence of a C uispiracv to 

Remove Traces of Crime 

by Committing An
other.

SEVERAL ARRESTS M AY FOLLOW

C o r o n e r ’s  J u r y  H o ld s  a  S o  ret h i( |iu e st  

a n d  D e c id e s  th a t  B r o w n  M et 

D e a th  a l  Idle l i a i . ' i s  o l ‘ 

ln e e i id ia r y - - G i  eon  

M a k e s  I l l s  E s 

c a p e .

T he follow ing is the vt e ct reach» 1 
by the coroner's  ju ry  o n 'J ' ■ -d n y n ir i . t  
a fter tw o d a y s ’ session.

At an  inqu isition  held over the re 
m ains of a  hum an body, \ e, the ju ry , 
find th a t sa id  body is the rem ain s "1 
one Jaco b  B row n, who cam e to h is 
death  by lire in the b u rn in g  of 1 bi
section house, commonly nown a- the 
O ccidental Hotel, a t F orsyth , sa id  fir*- 
ta k in g  place on the n gh t of the 7-Mrli 
of Ju ly , 1901.

We, the ju ry , also  belie e th a t -a id  
fire w as set by some uni mown p a rty . 

Di J . O ’M vi.: y,
A n d r e w  A m  -s u n ,
P i- i i-.K D r u e s  .
O h a s . E. R i ch  e r ,
W. J . N ix ,
J . A. de  B er< ■ F orem an. 

Dated th is, the Oth d ay  of Ju iy , 1901.
W as Jacob  Brown m urdered?
E viden tly  the co roner’s ury , a f te r  a 

two d a y s ’ secret session i the court 
house d u rin g  which m any witness« ? 
were exam ined, think he w as.

T he press and public w ere shut out 
from the delib era tio n s of the in q u is it 
ors, bu t the sto ries of the w itnesses, 
the th re a d s  of testim ony th a t form the- 
w arp  and woof of a  ro tten  consp iracy , 
have been learn ed  from other source*., 
and fu rn ish  a motive for the crim e.

U ndoubtedly the O ccidenta l H o t e l  

w as set a f ire  the motive a. double one
to remove tra c e s  of au extensive 

se ries of robberies and  destroy a d a n 
gerous w itness ag a in s t the s la y e r  of 

t J im  B aker.
Locked in the sheriff".- office is a  

m iscellaneous am ount of p lu n d er 
found in room 13 of the O cciden ta l 
Hotel on the d ay  follow ing the m urder. 
T hese  were found in C h a rlie  G reen ’s 
tru n k  and  b ear the cost ta g s  of M a r
cey ’s store. T h ere  w ere o ther tru n k s  
in the room w hich undoubtedly  con
ta ined more p lunder, but these w ere 
not molested.

H ere a re  th f- sc rap s  of c- dence th a t  
point to the < x is fence of an  organized  
g a n g  of r--Lbers who m ade th is  plac* 
th e ir  rendezvous, unknow n to the other 
inm a’es of the  b u ild ing . O ne of th e  
tri'-n who had  been sleep ing  on th e  
second floor, and  who m ay have been 
in the  confidence of the g an g , w a s  
prevailed  upon to induce two o thers, 
who roomed in No. 13 to sleep  in the 
g a r re t  on the n ig h t of the 7th. T h is  
w as to give the g a n g  an  opportun ity  
to remove the stolen gt-ods from the
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