of the Buttc Miner.

~ty affaurs appnars to he the p}atf{:rm, pure
- ‘and simple of the people of Choteau county, |
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THE RIVER PRESS.

'I HE RIVER PREQS

Wemesaav, Cctober 2’?, 1880

- WE present to our readers this week a pa-
per which in typographical execution and
general appearance is the equal of any in the
Weet, and we have endeavored to make its
columns interesting Ly presenting a class of
matter g0 diversificd and original as will
pleasc all tastes. Our local record is full
and compiete, while in our editoriasl com.
ments we have been fair and impartial.  As
8 whole we feel that we can safely rest con
what we believe will be public approval and
appreciation of our ¢fforts, and we will Jeay
with it the criticiem of our scts, with thf.
Enowl that it will be & the same time
just and lenient.  We deem it necessary, in
this initisl number, to define ourselves per-
sonally, and t
take in conducting this poper: Mr. H. C.
Williams will 2ct as editor, and will be res-
ponsible for all its utterances and its general
editorial make up. He has been in the Ter-
ritory but little over a year, and i3 a com-
parative stranger to the people of Choteau
county. Mr. Thos. D, Wright is well known
to the people of Benton; he will act as gen-
eral business man, keeping the accounts,
making collections, etc. Mr, Jas, E. Stevens,
slthongh somewhat a sirapger io the people
of Benton, hae been a resident of the Terri-
tory for several years; he has control of the
meechanical depariment, and the typographie
excellence of this paper renders further
comment unnecessary ; he will also princi-
pally edit the local department, We are all
practical printers and journalists, two of us
with many vears’ expericnce, and we are
confident in our colieciive ability to make
this in all respects & good newspaper.

t‘h

OUR PLATFORM.

It is & ime-honored custom of newspapers
to herald with their first issue the causes
which bLrovght them forth, and to excuse
their own existence by a series of remarks
entirely foreign to the subject.  We will dis-
pense with a discussion of the causes, and
will meke no excuses, but will state a
platform of the principles which will guide
us in the future.

We are not come toscreate strife, nor to sow
cecds of discord among the people of this
county. Cur mission is one of peace
and good will. Qur coming is due to

an abiding faith in the rapid development]
and in the beliefd

of this pgreat Northwest,
that this town of Benton has s future before
it commensurate with the moagnitude und
richness of the ecuntry of which it the natu-
ral center. Our efforts, to the utmost limit
of our ability, will be directed toward the
furtberance of the material development of
this section, and of thig town, and we will
advoeate such measures as will best conduce
to the pubiic interests,

This paper is not, nor will it Lecome, the
the mouthpiece or creature of any part or
gection of this town or county, and it will
not advocate measures of private interest
when the cause of varjance is detrimental 1o
the interest of the community.

Benton has not yet grown so greal that

whatever is of benefil to 4 part i8 not of ben-
cfit to the whole; nor has competition be-
hecome so intense that there is not room for
furfher enterprise,

We areopposed te the discussion of political
questions which do nnt, from their nature,
affect our maicrinl welfure, but which {end
to ereate division snd rancor among our
eople, and to divert altention from our com-
mercial development,  Bat whenever it shall
be necessary to discuss such questions, they
will De treated with a spirit of fairnes, and]
with a view only to the interests of the pub-
lie, irrespective of party influence.

The paper will observe absclute independ-
ence in politics, believing that correct journal-
ism is impossible if affected by the exigen-
cies of party or clique, which bias judgment
and Tender expression thereon unreliable.

‘The public has lost its old time reverence
of oracles, whether newspaper or other, and
i¢ doing 1ts own thinking ; and we believe it
to be the mission of the newspaper to fur-
nish news and material untinged w;th pam-
zan opinion,

We have faith in the future of this great
Northwest, faith in the fulure of this splen-
did county, faith in the future of this town of
Benton, and faith in the energy, eﬁterpnen,
and foresight of ocur business men to over-
come the obstacles presented in the opening
of our vast resources, and to make Benton
in faet, what it is in point of geographical

- position—the commercial certer of this new

‘region. On this faith we have planted this
enterprise; and we will siay with it antil it is
justified by the certain évent of successfal
devclepment of the whole.

DANIEL SEARLES has takm edimnm contr ol

WE cali th altenbon of vot.ers to 8 sum.
mary of Montana elechon Iaws, w}nch we !
pubhsh on thxs peEe. . :

Aﬁ Eoonouz m the admmzstratmn of coun

the incoming oflicers must prepare them- |

_ selves to perf m their

the special part each of us will:

dut:es upcm' a atrict |

proper effort shall be made to place this
county in iis true commercial standing, but it
is due to them, that the duiies arising therc-
from shall be performed upon purely busi-
ness principles.

Tuz present condiiien of Chotesu county
is such that if economic management reigns
supreme the balance can very soon be trans-
ferred to tiie other side of the account. If,
however, unnecessary expenge and exirava-
gance is permitied in the management of
county affairs a ruinous result will follow.

It is the duiy of every voler of this county
to cast his ballot at the ensuing election. We

and will doit if cach person takes the in-
terest in the matter that devolves upon bim
gsa citizen,  "Vhere is more at stake-—-u preat
deal more—than merely voting to put this or
that person into cffice. Let every voter go to
the polls on election day and—vote,

Porrrics, as well as other matters, some-
times worlk at eross purposes. The Repuob-
licans of thie Territory are clamoring for a
“change’’ of Delegate, which the Demo-
cratssay would be impolitie, while the Dem-
ocrats are crying for a ‘‘change” of Fuderal
officials, which by no means suils our Re-
publican friends. And thus it goes, the
main guestion, apparently, being: which
side of the bread should be (politically) but-
tered.

THE majority of Major Magionis in Cho-
teau county is variouely estimated from fifty
to four hundred, the weight of opinion be-
ing that it will be in the neighborhood of two
hundred and fifty, Tt is useless to attempt to
disguise the fact that Maginnis has worked
faithfoliy for the interests of Choteau county,
although, of course, he has been aided by the
maerchants of Benton. The drift of senti-
ment here is undoubtedly in favor of his re-
glecrion. :

TeE nomination of Mr. J. . Weatherwax
for county commiesioner is another instance
that the good oid rule, that the office should
seek the man, is not obsclete. Besides the
shrewd business habits for which Mr. Weath-
erwax is noted, the interests which he has
In this county, a8 the owner of real estate of
very large proporticns in Benton, and an ex-
tensive stockgrower, make bhis selection for
the ofiice of county commigsioner the very
best that coald have been made.

TrHE organization of the Fort Benton
Board of Trade is the primary step towards
revealing to the country af large the resourc-
es of tnis section and Choteau county in par-
ticular. DBut it must be borne in mind that
while the Board of Trade is an important
factor towards that end, its usefulness will be
impaired if the people themselves do nof as-
sist its progress. Let every person, regard-
lessof busivess interests, and irrespective of
rival induaetries, assist the organization by
giving such information as may be in their
possession for the compilation of statistics
requisite to the purposes of the Board.

Tue rapid growth of Benton eslls for the
passare of some law for its local government,
We believe that a measure can be agreed
upon which will have a murnicipal character,
and not attended with the expenses of incor-
poration. A board of trustess could be ap-
pointed or elected, clothed with all the au-
thority required to form within themselves g
compact and inexpensive city government.
That a measure of ibis nature would be ac-
cepiable to the pecple of Benton we do not
doubt, and we hope that such & law will be
presented for the next Legislature,

« Wi Rowr, one of the candidates for sher-
iff, hag always shown the highest business
gusalifications—atrict inteerity, careful man-
agement, and excellens executive ability, and
we have no doubt that if elected he will dis-
play those same qnalities which are as need-
ful in a public as in private bus:ness
a man of nerye
which aomeu?tea disqnalifies men f
position as sheriff. H preﬂou
this @ﬁce h been all ¢l

record in
be desired,

THE commercial interests of this county
make road improvements an independent and
special feature of its expenditures. The in-
terests of Mesgher county are in that respect
almost identical with those of Chotean. The
representatives of both counties should unite
upon a measure that would separate the road

strive to have a law to that effect passed at
the next Legislative Assembly. As a special
‘provision, there might be inserfed in such a
measure authority for the county commis-
‘sioners of both cnumies;bieagh er and Cho-
teau—to consolidate such portions of the road
fund a8 in their judgment should be expend-

. .{ed upon the improvement of roads in_ which

the two counties are directly interested.

the commissioners, and the improvements

- | made under the -superyision. of 4 resident of
either county 1o be qelected by the twa,

boarda of commlsamners.

fund from the county fond proper, and

This - expenditure could be apportioned by

| party,

times. Why should there be such an in-
creagse of our debt over that warranted by
the increase
Taxpsyers should remember that they must |
pay all debts thidt have becn or may be con-
tracted, and that however easy may be the
terms upon which the debt is created, a
day of redemption will certainly come, and
unless the “Xpenses are Kept down to a close
margin, and notallowed to accomulate heyond
pour income, that day will find us fotally
bankrupt, The bistory of many Western States
is filled with wrecked municipalities which
went down on this very reck  We wunt men
in cflice who are pledyed o kegp down expens-
¢s to their very lowest level,

RULE.

CORTMMORAMT

We intended to present the first number
of the RivEr Press free from anything of
a controversial nature, bat through a preper
sepse of what is right, with due appre.
ciation of juostice to all, an intelligent con-
ception of independence, and an uvtter ab-
borrence of hoodwinking and unfair criti-
cism, we are compelled to deviate from the
course intended. Taking for its text the
laute sale of county warrants, and the ashove
heading for its caption, the Record of last
week shows iteelf in the newest and strangest
garb of independent journalism ever wit-
nessed in this Territory. The article to
which we refer was evidently written as an
electioneering card for Mr. Healy, and was
meant to be complimeniary to the retiring
county officers. In both objects it has
failed. When the endeavor is made to laud
apy particular personor persons at the ex-
pense of the commaunity in which they live;
to praisetheir usefulness by directly ivsulting
the intelligence of their neighbors; to place
them on a standing of honesty and parity
(which pever had been in question except by
themgelves), by drageing down others to the
level of “‘cors,” the result of sboch endeavor
must be flat failure. Over the shoulders of
an unkpown correspondent the people of this
county who do not believe what the Zlceord
desires they should in regard to the county
indebtedness, or who object to extravagant
expenditure of their money, and demand a
strictly economic administration of county
affairs, are designated ‘‘skulking, dirty,
cowardly, miserable curs.”
Is that justice ? Ias that respectable and in-
dependent journalism ?  If such were the
sentiments entertained by that paper towards
a very larze and influential portien of the
citizens of this couxnty, decency alone should
have prompted silence.  And right here, by
way of digression, we ask : + Why should the
people of Chotean county place confidence
in the statements of the Record in regard to
the financial condition of the county ?  Has
it faithfully and truly represented the con-
dition of the finances when it infrequently
referred to the subject ?

It is easy to perceive that the article in
question was written, not in haste, but after
due and mature reflection ; and its lanpunge,
plain and intelligible, must be sccepted in its
full meaning as the free expression of tha
paper. Now let us see what this language is :
Tt gays that an anonymous correspondent of
the Helena Herald compared Mr. Healy to

Bogs Tweed, of New York City fame. This
cemparison the FRecord does not thing
proper — and very possibly it is not —

aad it intimates that the correspendent
might be some over zealous Republican who
desired in that manner to forward the can-
vass of Mr. Rowe, the other candidate for
the sheriff's office. That was the firet thought
of our cotem. Butupon reflection and deliber-
ation, however, it was considered, to use
their own words, “loo favorable,” Why?

itself,~—*‘taken in conneclion with the
sccond resolution of the last Repablican con-
vention of Choteau county, & result of per-
sonal enmity and spite * * * we are forced

to conclude that the same ckulking, dirty,

cowardly miserable cur, with an individual

| grudge, who has figured in these other nice lit-

tle pieces of business, has locmed up againin
the Herald 28 a Benton correspondent.” Very

plain language, indeed. No chance for theé
 charitable opinion that there may be a mis-
' take; the wording istoo plain for the meaning
 to be coastrued in any other light than that

in which it presents itself—a direct insult to

the citizens of this county who condemn the

abnormal i increase of their county & mdebtcﬂ-
ness.

After reading thé" ahove quoted'paSSage,
our first doty was to search for a copy of the
regolution.  We found it—where? Xm-
bodied in an snonymous communication fo
the Hecord——which leads us 1o 'say that that
paper, which seemingly despises the asgocia-
tion of aponymoas correspondents—and
very properly—is, at ftimes, found en-
3oymg the soclety of these “vowards and
ears,” even to the extent of publishing their
vulgar and unmanly attacks upon a body of

United Biates, assembled in convention under

ﬁicer n mcraaamg the' cﬂunt.y debn in one yedr

in our property valuation,

Is that right ? |

' cdunty It says:

citizens of Benton, who, under the provisions
of free speech, free expressivn of thought,
underthe laws of the Territory of Montana,
and the provisions of the constitution of the

the name and authority of the Republican
Out upon such journalism, when its
| independence is shackled and bound b)r ‘the
questmn + whose 0X Was gored ? -

'1‘he resalutiou ahove referred ;,o réads ag.

Res' le}qd, That t_he e ravaga.nce of certain cmmty il

the removal of capital to more favorable locations,:

we demsni the closest scrutiny of official fees and the
strictest economy in conm_t,r Bxpenees.

. The resolution siates & fact, aud the h&rsh-
eat term used is ‘‘extravagance,” Yet the
Record says that those who believe thza fact,
(which is not contradicted by any person), are
cowards ; that those who do not glory in the
indebtedness of the county, and who wish to
see the incoming officers practice economy
and endeavor by a practical business admin-

! istration to retain the present movable’ prop-
" erty of the county,are "dirt.y,miserab‘ze,-durs.”

Some of the honestest men in the world ‘are
theorists, and it is well known that theorists
are universally eztuwagar'it'ﬁ-' ‘And yet if vou
call thut man exiravagant the Lecord says you
distrust bis honesty. The guestion of dis-
honesty dees not appear in the resolniion at
all. Was the debt increased sixteen thonsand
dollars in one year, snd was this increase
brought about by extravagant expenditures ?
‘That is the question. The citizens who en-
dersed that resolution represented, 25 a politi-
cal party, one-third of the popalation of the
county. They say that if the expenditures
of the county were made in a business like
manner the increase would not have
been as large.  There would be no diagrace
or dishonor attached to the officials if every
man in the county endorsed that resolution,
and we venture to say that nine-lenths of the
people do indorse it. It would merely show
that though able and accompiished these of-
ficials may be in other walks of life, and
able and accomplished they are undoubtedly,
they had failed in that particular direction.
They ave not the first zood business men and
intelligent citizens who have made indiffer-
ent county offlcials, and in the course of
events it will be proven that they are not tho
lagt. Others may fail to improve by the
change from occupation in which they are
familiar with every detail fo duties with
which they are comparitively ignorant, But
because their fellow citizens bave the candor
and independence to say that, in their opin-
ion, they might have done better, is no rea-
gon, nor can it afford the slightest excuse
for such reckless abuse as that which is
heaped upon them by the Record, in which
they are clagssed as ‘‘skolking, dirty, cow-
ardly, miserable curs.”

Whatever may be the motive which in-
spired this uncalled for insult to the eltizens
of Choteau county, iis effect will militate
against those whom, in a misguided way, it
was intended to assist. There i3 no such
feeling of hostility entertained against the
outgoing officials as the Reeord would fain
have it appear.  And s paper that would
counienance or endorse any attempt to er.
gender an anfriendly feeling among the few
who form the population of tkis county, by
comparing some of them to the most perfect
handiwork of the Creator, an@"ny coraparing
others, becausge they d}ﬂor in epm:on upon 4
porely business quesiign, to’ the miserable
cur, had better haul down the independent
fiag under which it salls and unfurl its true
colors of officions busy-bodyism and indecent
and offensive perscnalism.

BRILLIANT FINANCIERING,

In an ariicle which appeared in the Record
of last week, to which we have br'icﬁy refer.
red in another column, some very amusing,

perhaps instruciive, lessons on finance are
given to the citizens of Choteau county, The
article itself was evidently built in an elec-
tioneering deckyard and lsunched upon the
political waters with 2 view of affecting the
election of Sheriff, As far as the River
Prrgs is coneerned, we {ail to perceive what
the sheriff’s office has to do with the finances
of thie county, that is, directly, He cannot
gét o dollar from the trepsury, save his legal
fees, without the conuivance of other officialg,

and if apy sheriff bas received fees to which
he was not entitled by law, then his accounts
have not been strictly audited or scratinized
by those whose duties required it shounld be
done. As we have not Seen nor heard of any
charge of this nature, it isto be presumed
that no reagon for the same exists, or, if it
does exist, it is not generally known. Be
that as it may, the only guestion in regazd to
the candidates for the office of sheriff is, as
we understand, which will prove the most
economical and efficient in the fulfilment of
the duties of his office ? Mr. Rowe and Mr.
Healy have each filled the office, and we have
heard the statement made by a gentleman
who served in a position directly connected
with the sheriff’s office during the incum-
bency of both the candidates, that Mr. Rowe
made as good a sheriff as Choteau county
everhad.  The same claim Is made, we be-
lieve, by some persons in behslf of Mr.

Heu]y‘ but the ficcord goss further and at-
tempts to show by its elwtmneermL card that
Mr. Heal_y efficiency aa sheriff is the stand-
ard of value of the warrants of Chotesn
“If it be cormorant rule
[meaning Healy’s rule] in Lhoteau eount,y to
have county Warranm advance twent}ﬁve
per r'ent cr more within a permd of two or
three years, then, in hea.wns name, let us

| prefer the cormorant rule to all other kinds

of rules! for i ina year or two the value ot
warrants
couuty will grow rich. o

ané the saddling of enormous debt on our shouiders,

mcreasmg pmpomonately, the:

will land us.  Cneyear ago, when Choteau
county was known to have an indebtednoss
of ‘only about eight thousand dollars, and
when the assessed valuation was one million
dollars and the faxes sixfecen mills, county
warrants were sold for ninety cents on the
dollar.’ Now, when the indebtedness of the
county is known to be over forly thousand
dollars, with & comparatively small increase
in the assessed valuation, county warrants
can bs sold at public anetion for one and one-
tenth per cent. above their par vaine, If is
very strentcusiy claimed that these warrants
are purchased by shrewd men, who are ur.
doubtedly cognizant of their real value; we
know that those who purchased the warrants
one year ago, st ten ier gent discount, are
men of shrewd business gralities, money
lenders of experivnes,  £huc warranic are
now being bought abt prices sway beyond
their real worth, or thay were sold one year
ago at figures ridiculonsly below their mar-
ketable value. It may not make much dif-
ference just now which is the case, but when
the fact is especially referred to thai the pur-
chasers of our warrants to-dsy are shrewd
and practical business men, who are well
posted as te the value of county indebt-
ednpess of every description, it may lead peo”
ple to infer that those who purchased our
warrants one year ago were preferred pur-
chasers, or that those who had the selling of
the wuarrants were incompetent to judge the
proper value of the paper they were iganis ne,

And as the Record wants us to ‘believe that
the standard of value of warrants is poverned
Ly the cfficiency of the Bheriff, we must ac-
knowledge that it proves Mr. Heuly to be
lacking in ¢ficiency as financial gauger of the
county.  DBat, ignoring altogether all ques-
tions relative to the dizgposal of warrants one
year ego, why were the warrants, sold a few
days ago, disposed of in that manner ? Isit
not about time to cut down the interest ac-
count?  Evidence of public indebtsdnese in
othier parts of the Territory are freely pur.

chased jat their face value, and even at a
premium, at a rateof interest nearly one-half
of that carried by the warrants of this coun-
ty. Has not the efiiciency of the sheriff ar-
rived at that point where a saving of money
to the tax-payers of {he county would be the
result 7 Certsinly not, nor never will; the
eflicicncy of the Sheriff bas abount as much
to do in indicating the financial prosperity
of Chotean county, or in directing the man-
ner of dispoging of its warrants, asthe vane
on the military flag staff has in controlling
the direction of a gale of wind.

Butit is to the second lesson on finance
that we wish to call attention. Casting aside
the well tried but safe rule of *pay as
you go,” ignoring the propriety of the crea-
tion of indebtedness for the purpose of fos
tering the industries of the county and en.
hancing its revenue by a more judicioue in-
vestment of borrowed capital than of paying
interest, it announces the startling theory that
the more we &re in debt the richer we are,
ard that so long as we can sell one dollyr
warrants for one dollar and one and one-
tenth of a cent, the fact of carrying such a
thing as 8 burdensome debt upon cur shoul-
ders iz a matter of cemplete indiflerence,
And that as the indebtedness of the coun'y
is pearly forty thousand dollare moze than it
Wa8 Gne year or 8o ago it is that muach richer,
and has gained the sum of four bundred and
ten dollars by the increasge, by the way of
commission. Why, any unsophisticated
youth would jump at such # scheme ss this,
where he would maks four thousard dollars
by an investment of ‘four hundred dollsrs.
How very astule the editers of the Llecord ate
to make this discovery in political economy
for the henefit of the public, and how graie-
ful the Sheriff must feel for the credit given
him of being the fact and facter of the exe-
cution of this balleon financial theory. One
illustration will sufiice : We gell a warrant of
one hundred dollars, for which we get one
hundred and one dollars cash ; this is a gain

of one dollar, but the interest upon this sume
warrant is ten dollars, so that the actusl in-

crease of indebiedness upon that one hun-
dred dollars in & year would be nine dollars,
the second year it would be nineteen dollars,
third year twenty-nine dollars, and so on un-
til it was redeemed, which, according to the
rule laid down for us by these political econ-
omists, would be—never,

1t behooves every citizen of this town and

 county to distinctly recollect that they are

saddled with a pretty stiff indebtedness, ard
that it is their duty to demand of the mcom-
ing officials, whoever they may be, a strict
account of the manner in which they intend

to act in regard to this debt, whether fhey

will endeavor to reduce 1t, by economical
habits, or plunge Chotean county 111{0 !
abyss of irr etrie?ablc ruin,

‘ Hoﬂ_mna Election i;awfsa

The fnllowmg is a summary of the laws of
Montana now in force ioucnmg. the qualifi-
-caticn of voters:

1st. They must be cmzens ot thﬂ TTnited
States, o have éec}aﬂ ed thmr intentions fto
become such, :

Bnd They must laava reudéa in the Ter-

electmn
8rd,

gress, (a8 Dicmct At

0: a dmmct oﬁlcer

on vatmg ﬁa,y t,hey should happen __to be

ritory three months, and the county Where
. | they offer to vote thirty days prior to the

NOW a8 we have] already Sﬁld we cannot : -

see how the shenﬁ‘ figures in the make;

up of the ﬁnancml exhibit of the county,'

_aave ﬂn the hst of expenduurea alone a tax :_

consumer, and we are nol Wﬁhng te beheve:

' They ctm vote for Delegate to Con-

tomey _) anywhere they msay be in the dis~
tne!; if they have the above quahﬁcanons 1£ :

S
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