
Choteau Lodge, No. 11, I. O. 0. F.
A regular meeting of the above Lodge will be held

on Wednesday evening of each week. at their lodge

room in this city. Sojourning brothers are cordially

invited to attend. J. W. WHEELOCK, N. G.

THOS. D. WRIGHT, Secretary.

Benton Lodge, No. 25, A. F. & A. M.

Regular Communications of the above named Lodge

are held at 7 p. m. on the first and third Saturday of
each month. Members of sister lodges and sojourn-

ing brethren are cordially invited to attend.
F. C. ROOSEVELT, W. M.

H. P. ROLFE, Secretary.

THE CHURCHES.

EPISCOPAL.

Episcopal Church services are held every Sunday at

the Court House, at 11 a. m. and 7 p. m. Sunday

School at 2:30 p. m. Rev. S. C. Blackiston, Pastor.

CATHOLIC.

Catholic Church Fervices will be held at the several

churches as follows: Fort Benton-First and last

Sundays of each month. San River-Second Sunday

of each month. Fort Assinaboin and Fort Shaw (al-

ternately)-Third Sunday of each month. First Mass,

s a. m.; High Mass and Sermon, 10:30 a. m.; Sunday

School, 2:30 p. m.; Evening Service and Lecture, 7:30

p. m. Rev. I. J. Camp. S. J

IN TOWN AND OUT.
------- o•-----

To-morrow, all over this glorious nation,
The old and the young, and of every station-

Vide the President's proclamation-

Will hold their Thanksgiving celebration.

The church bells will iing on the clear, cold air,

And call on God's people to meet Him there;

In country and city, in hamlet and town;

From highland and lowland, from mountain and down;

With thankful hearts, in praise and prayer,

For His protection and thoughtful care.

And the gay bells will jingle,
The sleighs glide along,

And the young voices mingle

In jest and in Fong;

As over the pure and the glistening snow,

Light-hearted and gay, in their cutters they go-

But the printer will miss it all.

PCold !
Oh, no.

* Guess not.
$ Sleigh rides.

Thanksgiving.
Roast turkeys.
Tom and Jerry.
Peach and honey.
The light fantabtic.
Some of it in ours.
A hot stove is too good.
The river is frozen tight up.
Teams are crossing on the ice.

Nice weather to rustle locals in.

Who wouldn't like to drive stage.

Coach got in at 2 a. m. this morning.
L should be pictured as a cold place. 1
What does "B. B. B." mean, friend Jack

For a hot drink that will keep you war

all day, go to Preston's.

I. G. Baker & Co have received 100,000

pounds of oats from Sun River.

Mrs. I. N. Clark died on Saturday last and

was buried on Sunday morning.

Mrs. Lee Isabel died on Friday last and

was buried on Sunday afternoon.

Rosencrans can furnish leggings to all who

have to travel horseback this cold weather.

If you want a good, serviceable pair of

boots, go to McIntyre, the boss shoemaker.

Mose Solomon will be here in the morning

with a load of chickens. Let all take notice.

The "EaLtaphone" will help us out on

Thanksgiving day with oysters in every
style.

We have received a pressing invitation to

dine at our regular hash houses on Thanks-
giving day.

Chicken pie, a la imagination, was on the

bill of fare of one of our popular hotels, one

day last week.

The fish have gone into winter quarrters

and no further danger is anticipated from

that source until spring.

Try that peach and honey at the Extra-

dition. Ye local knows how it is himself,
and can recommend it.

George Crane has a fine lot of Christmas

toys and holiday goods, which he will have

on exhibition this week.

The Benton and Martinsdale mail carrier

tried to wade the river one day last week, but

failed to make a success of it.

Sleighing parties should purchase their

whips of L. H. Rosencrans. If they don't

make a report in this cold air, nothing will.

Hale & McDonald sold, on Friday last, 50

fee; on the Vanderbilt lead to Nick Welsh3 ,

for $500. This lead assays 80 oz of silver

and 75 per cent. of lead.

It is said that on account of the dense fog

last Sunday night severl young couples who

started out with the intention of attending
divine service, were unable to find the
church.

/The cold snap has prevented our; issuing

promptly, as it was impossible to do clean

press work withless than ten hours hard

work on the part of two coal stoves,. in

rwarming the printing machinery.

Joe. Foster has returned to his hsir at the

SPalace Parlors, and the young ladies of town

are declaring that the imrprovements in the

1.lookos of thieir gallants Iast Sunday evening is.

due to the fact that they are shaved at 8mith

S :he dUea ood Pioer says that south of
a line drawn throu ort Meade there were

Ji sj,0.o cattle, and north :of that line tIere

were at least 65,000 more. $tock raisers
have come to the conclusion thatttle can

live and thrive wherever the roama.

The first sleighing party of the season

came off Tuesday night, but the cold made

frozen music of ihe bells-aud frozen sweet-

ness of the belles.

W. E. Turner has received a large and

varied stock of wall papers, which- when the
spring time comes will be indispensible for
house renovation.

SA. H. Bell, manager of the signal. and
telegraphic department at this place, informs
us that 30 degrees below zero is. the coldest
weather we have yet had.

McDevitt & Wright have lost the best
horses of two of their finest teams, one dying
from dropsy and another from heart dis-
ease. The animals were among the best in
this section, and their death involves a seri-
ous loss to the owners.

.Messrs. Yard & Flannagan have the "Eat-
aphone " running in splendid shape at theis
quarters near. the,_ "Extradition," and now
have the neatest and nobbiest eating house in
Benton. They are open night and day, and

.their table is among the extxra efforts of. the
.art cuisine. A Delmonico dinner: will.. be
given on Thanksgiving day. : .:

*I. G. Baker & Co's train, in charge: of

Harry Roberts, wagon boss, rolled . tin Mon-
day with thirty-six tons of Whoop-Up coal.
Mr. Roperts reports very cold :weather on
he trips, which occupied 16 days. T y en-

countered the firs ow at th Mile
Butte, and fro5 th e•thltorSent.t isnow
was all the w ayfrom four to fi iin hes in
depth.

George Crane has just received a large lot
of fine stereoscopic views of points of inter-
est in Montana and the National Park, in-
cluding beautiful views of the latter in its
great and curious features, and also some of
the Prickly Pear Canyon and points on the
Missouri. No more appropriate present
could be sent to Eastern friends than these
views, and those in search of holiday me-
mentoes should. bear this fact in mind.

Mr. John Hunsberger, owing to press of
business in his office of treasurer and super-
intendent of schools, has been ccmpelled to
seek assistance in the management of his
hotel business, and has chosen Mr. Charles
Rowe, ta well known citizen and old hotel
man, for that responsible position. The
known ability of Mr. Rowe in this peculiar
and particular line is sufficient assurance that
the house will take no backward step during
his term of management.

IMr.Van Hale informs us that the company
ith which he is associated in the cleaning

of Shonkin creek have succeeded sufficiently
to enable them to float down all the wood
they can get out by spring. They expect to
have at least 2,500 cords of wood ready by
the opening of the season, having a chop-
ping force at the head of Shonkin, in the
Highwood mountains, of 30 men. Benton-
ites may congratulate themselves in the suc-
cess of this scheme.

The first lecture of the series by the Rev.
H. J. Camp will be given at the Court House
on to-morrow (Thanksgiving) evening. The
subject will be, "Robert Ingersoll and the
Great Hereafter, or, Is there a Future Life?"
The interest which Col. Ingersoll has excited
in the popular mind in his long discussion of
this subject affords Father Camp a perlinent
theme, which he is exceptionably capable of
handling, and his remarks thereon should
draw a full house to hear him.

The Dakota extension of the Chicago and
Northwestern is completed to Fort Pierre, on
the Missouri river, 750 miles west of Chicago.
The company has built about 320 miles of
road in Dakota Territory during the present
year. Passenger trains will commence run-
ning on regular schedule to Fort Pierre with-
in the next few days. The Northwestern,
as we are informed by credible authority, is
already projected across the continent, and
will pass through Montana, though on what
parallel is unknown, and probably has not
yet been decided. The extension of this and
the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul are mat-
ters which are imposed on the.management
of both roads by commercial necessity which
they could not avoid if they were disposed.
And the rich and varied resources of this
Territory would in themselves be sufficient to
justify any road in developing, and to influ-
ence any management which had the future
interests of their property in mind.

SUN RIIVERk LOCALS.

Mrs. D. A. Ford has recently moved into
her magnificent new residence in the valley.

Our friend B. W. Murray is just getting
over his severe illness, brought on by the de-
feat of his pet candidate. 'Rah! for Sanders,
don't it Murray?

The Sun River "Pleasure Seekers" antici-
pate a grand time at their reception. They
have certainly made every possible arrange-
ment for the -comfort and pleasure of their
expected guests.

Mr. Max Waterman, our enterprising
school teacher, has effectually organized the
long talked of debating society. What its
future will be, we can yet only guess at, but
infer, with Max at the helm, that it will be a
success.
SMasher 1INo, 2 had a bad "headache 'the

theother evening. It affected his usually
fascinating conversational powersto such an
extent that Maser No. 1 succeeded in talk-
ing him clear out of the front door and five
blocks down street. He was rushing head.-

long to the river, fully determined (as he told
the writer confidentially) to "soak his head'
iin its calm, cold waters. Had he suc.

havei hangcd his mind, but unfortulnatel

he caromed on Dr..8teele's lamp,, post, ink his
mad flight, and novw he. carries his nose

around in a sling, and tells the boys how his
horse fell with him.

The last arrival at the hotel was a - gentle-
man from South Fork, who had not been to
"town" since '64. He wanted-to take a wash
before dinner, so he enquired' for the neces-
saries. The genial landlord, anticipating his
wants, had placed the rubber stopper in the
bottom of the washbowl in the sink. Our ;
rural friend poured the bowl fuBi, and pro-
ceded to wash. Having finished, he tried to
pick up the bowl to empty it, but,. finding it
fast, he deliberately proceeded to pick the
putty surrounding the bowl out with a knife.
He succeeded in detaching the bowl just as
the landlord made his appearance. "What
the d-1 are you doing that for ?" cried the
landlord. '"Why, what do you want to save
that darned water for ? I'd a left it there if
I s'posed you wanted it',

PURELY PERSONAL.

Our hearts are light, our horses fleet,
Our boys are brave, our girls are sweet;
And light is the fall of the dancing feet '
Where youth-and beauty in pleasure meet-

But we won't be there._

-- Chas. Turner is in town and will remai
until the weather moderates before goingi
his sheep ranch ....

-Messrs.. Van Hale and McDonald, of th
Shon kin, are in town,- detained by the im-
passible condition of teifai er.:
(--Mr. Rufus Payne lefft. this morning's
coach for Helena, where he'is summoned as

has. a juror for the United States Court.
-- Mr. Jos.- Caldwell returned last Saturday

from a trip to Conway & Caldwell's ranch.
Joe. says there is lots of snow on the road,
and rumor has it that he came back on snow-
shoes.

-One of the young gentleman who took
up the collection last Sunday night. thinks
that his side of the congregation might have
been a little more liberal and saved him. that
half dollar.

-Sergeant McCabe, of the 2nd Cavalry,
arrived from Assinaboin on Monday with
his family. It is Mr. McCabe's intention we
understand, to locate and engage in business
in our town.

-Mr. Harvey Crowder and wife anti Uhas.
Crowder, who recently arrived in Benton
are now located on the ranch of Mr. Hale, on
the Shonkin. They came to Benton from
Glenwood, Iowa, and express themselves as
highly pleased with this country.

-We beg to return thanks for the serenade
with which we were favored by the sleighing
party Tuesday evening. Although we notic-
ed a slight discordance in some of the voices,
the harmony, on the whole, was something
wonderful, reminding us of opera-or uproar
-or election.

- Mr. F. M, Guneau arrived in Benton a
few days ago witia the purpose of looking
over the country and examining its resources
He has traveled extensively, having in the
last two years been constantly in the western
country, from Mexico, in the South, and'
from Minnesota and Iowa on the East. He
is now on his way to the Saskatchewan
country, but will remain in Benton for a
week or more. We will give a more extend-
ed accodnt of his travels, and the impressions
he has imbibed of the country, in a subse-
quent issue.

---------~~~1~t jtdE-.-v----

A tPrinter's Suicide.

We condense the following account of the
suicide of George H. Bell, pressman in the
Helena nldependent, from last Friday's issue
of tIhat paper:

"Last evening, about 9 o'clock, the:report
of a pistol was heard in the press room of the
Independent. The employes of the office at
once rushed to the room, when a ghastly
sight presented itself. George R. Bell was
lying on the floor in a pool of blood,' which
was oozing from-his temple. By his side laid
a small revolver with one barrel empty. The
ball had apparently entered the right temple,
coming out at the left, passing entirely
through.

"Some time last spring he opened a corres-
pondence with a young lady in the East,
whom he had never- seen, but with whose
relatives in this city he-was well acquainted.
An exchange of photographs and an engage-
meat followed. Hie forwarded to this lady
several hundred dollars to defray her ex-
penses to Montana, and invested several
hundred . more in furniture, jewelry, etc.,
preparatory- to marriage. The lady came,
and, for a time, all went well. A day was
fixed for the cnarriage-therr- it was postpon-
ed at the request of the lady, and afterwards,
we believe another day was fixed. Again the
lady hesitated, estrangement ensued, and fin-
ally the engagement, about two months ago,
wasbroken off entirely. Mr Bell was deeply
wounded at failure to consummate his mar-
riage, and the affair continued to prey upom
his mind. On Thursday, for the first time
since he has been in our employ, heresorted
to drink as a solace for his misery, and dur-
ing the day purchased the pistol with which
the fatal deed was done. While intoxicated
on Thursday he often repeated to us his pur-
pose to end his existence. On yesterday,
however, he returned to fihis duties in the•ofice
perfectly sober, but with nerves shattered
by his debauch •of the previous day. We had
anbother long ficonversatioAi witih :im and
urged r him to forget his wrongsand sorrows,•
which he partiailly promised ti: do. He still
vaguely inimtimted, how ever, that he would
not long survive. During the day he perform-
ed all his duties with his accustomed fidelity

and in the evening.ran off the first side of

this issue upon the press. Hardly two min-

utes before committing the fatal deed, he

brought into the sanctum the editorial proofs

and handed them to us for correction.. He

asked-.ifwe found the first side. of the paper

corriect-, and~eied anxious to know if every-

hing was•right- Evidently,he had resolved on

suicide, but wished to leave his work in pro-,

per shape, and doubtless selected the 'press
room forAthefatal act, in order that the office

might at once be aware of its loss in time to

secure a substitate to work off this morning's

issue. He died a little after 10 o'clock.

WHAT SHALL WE EAT?

Why.l an Not. We of This Section Manu-
facture Our Own Flour ?

li the vicinity of Bentou, on the Shonkin,

Belt, Teton, Highwood and Missouri, there

are thousaiids of acres of productive land.

.The greater-ipart of it has been taken up by
energetic and prosperous farmers, who are

commencing,to farm on a large scale. Their

productions, however, are at present limited,

consisting of vegetables, watermelons, musk-

melons, tomatoesa oats, potatoes and a little

barley; For what they do produce they are

getting top prices-oats at present selling in

this market for three cents per pound, pota-
toes three and three and one half dollars per

100 lbs, and scarce, as is everything else of

this nature.
utir complaint is, that living in one of the

most productive portions of the Territory, we
go so far away from home for that staple of
life-bread. Weknow that we can produce
as good a quality of wheat, and as many
bushels to the acre as is raised anywhere, and

yet there is hardly enough raised here for
chicken feed. Our merchants are bringing
flour from Dakota, Minnesota, Iowa and the

Gallatin valley in Montana. Not only buy-
ing the flour there, but are paying from one

dollar and twenty-five to one dollar and fifty

cents per hundred freight tariff in addition to

the cost of production in those localities.
And do: our people ever get one dollar of that

money b'bck ? Not one, save what the freigt-
er, who transports that which comes over-
land from the interior, leaves with us-and
those are precious few dollars in comparison
to the thousands that are taken from our

purses. If we were not one of the most
prosperous communities in the Territory we

could not stand such a drain. Such extrava-
gance is excusable only in a mining country
that is producing a heavy surplus of capital
above the expenses of working the mines,
and only then when that mining country is

not capable of producing its own bread.
It is time for us to awaken to our interests.

Time that we should secure a merchant mill
in Fort Benton, locate it on the bank of our
river and say to the farmer: produce your
wheat and we will buy it at a fair price. And
then can our merchants sell to that farmer
all his supplies ,ad everything needed on his
farm that he cannot raise. Thus are we pay-

ing with one hand and receiving with the
other. We are growing our own beef and
mutton, raising horscs and mules Cand that

cheaper than any oti1er country in America),

are producing wool by the steamboat load,
and how foolish it seems for us to be paying
other people for the bread we eat, especially
when we can produce it so Uasiiy ourselves.

It remains with our business men and prop-
erty owners of our town to see that this state
of affairs shall no longer exist. We must do
something ourselves. Capital will not come
here and plant and carry to a successful issue

an enterprise of such magnitude without
some encouragement from our citizens. Men
on the outside who can do this, do not know,
as we dco, that it is an imperative necessity,
and that the. man who seizes the golden op-.

portunity has a fortune awaiting him.

A XiKleking Tax-Payer.

Swu RIvER, Nov. 20, 1880.
To fhe RIvE;m PREss:

Now that the election is over and I cannot
be accused of issuing an electioneering docu-

ment, I wish to inform the public the kind of
a man they have elected Sheriff of our coun-

ty. I do it with no malice, but entirely upon
principle and I stand ready to make good
whatever I may say, and will leave the public

to judge whether I am right or not.
Bometime this last fall when' Mr. Healy

was assessing he called upon me to list my
property. I emphatically informed him I
had no property at all whatever subject to
taxation; unfortunate as l am in this regard,
nevertheless it is true. I have no property at
all-not even a horse or saddle, which is a
notorious fact known by everybody in the

valley, and which I stand ready to qualify
upon at any time. Mr. Healy, disregarding
these facts, proceeded to assess me somewhere
in the neighborhood of fifteen hundred dol-.
lars without my consent or without making
further inquiry regarding my standing finan-
cially, and a short time ago 1 received from
the treasurer a card stating my taxes amount-

ing .t sixteen. dollars were due any that unn-
less paid ihy the 1st of Thcethttertien per cent.

would be added for collection etc. Now
I want to ask Mr, Healy "what taxes,"
what !pro•erty' was this t:i levid; ipon?

What righthad you to levy or assess a tax
against me, and where did you get your au-
thority? Who gave you the desirsed informa-

tion, which you must necessarilj have had
in order to muke alegal assessment to comply
with even the spirit of the Iaw? Did your
have any color ofl right at all? or did you
just make that assessment to cover up some
'of the discrepencies that upon close examina.

tion are found to exist in the assessment of

property of certain large firms and business
men in Benton, who are, known to belong
to a certain ring and who are (judging
from their property list) several thousand
dollars.. poorer than they were last year.
When at the same time they are known to
have augmentedl their worldly goods in the
last year by several thousand, instead of de.
preciating them. Am I the only sufferer, or
have you practiced this species of official
blackmail upon others whom you may
think will meekly submit? Is this a beginning
of a system that you purpose to carry on
through your next term of office? If it is, i
for one want it to be distinctly understood
that I will not submit. I paid my poll tax,
the only one that could be legally assessed
against me, and am willing to pay all legal
liabilities that may come against me, but I
don't purpose to be swindled out of anything
even though it be under the garb of official
duty.

I make this matter public so that the peo-.
ple of this county can be on the look out
that the same thing may not be practised up.
on them. It is my private opinion publicly
expressed that this is simply the beginning
of a system that will be practised upon the

people of this county tor the next two years.

so long as a certain ring have so pliant a tool,

unless the people are vigilant and by their'
united efforts put a quietus upon it,

Yours respectfully,
ROBERT E. ROBiNsox.

WAN TED.

A position as salesman or clerk in some first-class
grocery or dry goods house in Benton. Have had an
experience of 15 years. Apply at this office.

J. 0. BOURASSA,

Exchange Saloon
FT. BE1N 3 ON, - 1ONiTANA.

This popular saloon is kept in first-class style, and has
constantly on hand a choice assortment of

WINE$, LIQUORS AND OIGARM,

OF THE VERY BEST BRANDS.

PETER SMITH,

COFFIN MAKER,
AND --

General Undertaker,
HEAD iOF BOND STREET,

ET, BEJN'iONah, L1] N'N'ATNA.

FURNETUR E R EPAIRIG

A SPECIALTY.

"TI-E ELITE"

Corner Front and Benton S~.

FORT BEiTON, - IIOr3TAN.

A CHOICE L T OF

Whiskies, Wines and Cigars
ALWAYS ON HAND.

L, T, MIARSHALL, Proprietor.

The Elits is the most popular resort in the upper part
of town. Drop in and have a friendly chat

with Marshall.

R. W, 0U IINGS,
Fort Bentoan, - Montaena.

CONTlRACeTOR FOR

EXCAVATIONS.

BUILDING STONE FURNISHED.

?IOTIUE QJ FINAL 5EflBNTY.

LaN: OF'FICE AT HELENA,, M. T., '
Nov. 1l 1580. )

: Notice is hereby given that the following named
settler has fled notice of his application to make fl•al
proof in support of his claim and secure final entry
thereof, and that said proof will be made before Ch
Register and Receiver of the U. S. Land Office
)Helena, M. T., on Saturday, the 11th day of Decembor,
1'80, viz: George T Cadge, Pre-empton Declatory
St1+ement No~. 208, for TLta 64-8- 9. and the S BC of
S WR' of section 25, townhip 19 N of B 1, Eas5t a
he names thie following witnesses to prove his co,
tlnuon~s re;kince unonT and cultivation of said tract•
Sviz: :Philemon Trais, iLeate J. Herbison, of Chesl
Meaither County,: M:. T:, and George Travis and Jam•pe
Travis, of Helena, Lewis & Clark County, NI. 'T.

J.. H. MOEI, Register'-


