
COMb1ERCIAL AGRICULTURE.

Somethilng NecessHry to the Farmer
who Would be Successfrul.

In order to attain a high degree of excel-
lence in agriculture, writes Alexander Hyde
in Country Gentleman, it is not sufficient to
know how to raise good crops, to herd good
stock and make good beef and butter. Skill-
ful production is one thing, skill in buying
and selling is quite another thing, and it is
for the want of this commercial skill that so
many farmers just scrub along and make the
ends meet, but never have a good bank ac-
count. The great majority are satisfied if
the sales of their products are sufficient to
furnish groceries, dry goods and other sup-
plies for their families, and leave a balance to
pay taxes. This is smply saying that most
farmers, while they are industrious workers,
faithful to their families, and good, honest
men, are deficient as merchants. They do
not study the markets, and consequently do
not buy and sell to the best advantage. They

are proverbially poor accountants, and con-

sequently do not know how the incomes and
outgoes compare. They take no yearly ac-
count of stock, and therefore can't tell de-
finitely whether they are progressing or re-
trograding. They guess they are holding
their own, but many a man who guesses that
he is making buckle and strap meet is allow-
ing his expenses to excebd his income, and is

slowly drifting into bankruptcy.
The English farmer excels the Yankee in

this regard. Compelled as he is to pay his
rent punctually every quarter, he is also com-

pelled to calculate closely the income from
his crops, to keep account of all expenditures,
and to look sharp at all pecuniary results:

Auriculture in the old world is much more a

commercial pursuit than it is here. The large

farmer there attends the market fairs, and

learns to scrutinize prices both in buying and

selling. We know that it is said that the
producer must not be a merchant, that he

must trust all sales to middlemen, and that
all-he has to do is to furnish a good article,

and the price will take care of itself. There

is just enough truth in this to make it plausi-
ble, but it is sophistry, not philosophy. The

nearer the producer can get to the con-

sumer, the better for both. Cheats and com-

missions will certainly be diminished, and

while the profits of the producer are increased

he is also stimulated to the production of a
superior article, as he knows he will be held

responsible for all defects, and credited for

all excellencies. If his goods are sold to a

merchant, the consumer seldom knows who-

the producer is, and the middleman stands

between the two, pocketing the credit and
warding off the blame. There is much truth
in the old maxim "every man to his trade,"
but it is part of the trade for a farmer to sell
his own produce, and he may as well sell to

the consumer as to the merchant. Other

things being equal, he will prove by far the
most successful farmer who keeps his books

business-fashion, and understands the rules

of commerce. Colman, in his "European
Agriculture," speaks of a distinguished

Englishman, having immense estates, who
had become embarrassed in his pecuniary
affairs, from ignorance of book-keeping
rather than lack of skill as a farm manager.
He therefore employed an expert accountant
to te Lch him the laws of trade and the art of

keeping accounts. Having accquired this
knowledge, he was enabled to bring order out
of confusion, and relieve himself from all
embarrassment.

The most successful farmers of my ac-

quaintance are those who have what is com-

monly called business talent; that is, the
ability to buy and sell to god advantage, and
to keep intelligible and accurate records ot

all their transactions. Industry and frugality

are generally reckoned as .the corner stones

of agricultural prosperity, but multitudes of
farmers are industrious and frugal, and, one

may add, are skillful agriculturists, who make

little headway in accumulating property.
These sometimes wonder how their neigh-

bors, who do not work so hard, and often

take a holiday for visiting the marts of trade,

still make the most money. The secret is

that their neighbors are off not so much for

a holiday as for a good trade. They are on

the lookout when:they can sell a spaa of

horses, or buy a yoke of steers to best advan-

tage. They may wirork with their hands less,
but they work with their brains more than

the plodding, but less successful, farmers.

Tais tradirng propensity has its limits. We

wotifdiiot liavethe huBbalndman degenerate'

: into a horse-ockey, neither would we have

hbm drive too!liarp a bargain. The high-
toned commerial law of trade is that both

buyer and seller shall be benefitted by the

bargain. Mine Roland once said : "I am al-

ways sorry when Ifhear that a man has made

a good bargain, because .I know that the

other party has made a poor one," but this is

not necesstarily true. The owner of a farm

may be so circumstanced as to be greatly

benefited by its sale, and so far from suppos-

ing'that the purchaser has made a poor bar-

Sgain, the presumption is that he has made a

good one, er he would niot have purchased.
A barg.in is a voluntary thing, requiring :the

consaintiof bothparties at least, anad both

must be benefited or it cannot be entitled to
::the epithet f fgood.: '

The great drawback "to the comeril

operations of farmers is that they ba#e no

ing independentiy, ad thus, each being the
.l_ ,1

....~

claiming the lowest as the ruling rate. The
club and grange furnish some remedy for
this state of things, but the market reports
found in the daily papers, if properly studied.
would prove a better remedy, as they would
post farmers as to the values in the great
central markets. Merchants look at their re-
ports as soon as the papers come into their
hands, but farmers study the current prices
very little, and too many are destitute of a
paper which contains them. We do not ad-
vise farmers to become merchants, but it
would be greatly to their advantage if their
business were conducted more on mercantile
principles.

PERSONAL AND IMPERSONAL.

St. Julien has made $28,000 this season
for his owner.

The first cows were brought to this coun-
try by Columbus at his second voyage in 1493.

All the conductors on the Indianapolis and
Jeffersonville railroad have been discharged
for stealing.

Miss Mary Garfield, the young daughter of
the President-elect, is at school in Cleveland
for the winter.

A monument has been placed over Generel
Rawlin's grave in the Congressional ceme-
tery at Washington.

Justice Strong will resign from the Su-
preme Bench, having reached the age of 70,
and being entitled to full pay.

Clifford and Hunt, who have been stricken
with paralysis, will be compelled to withdraw
from the bench against their will.

The house of Hapsburg has ruled in Aus-
tria, beginning with Rudolph I., since 1278,
with few breaks in the succession.

When in a civil case a Scotch jury of
twelve has been out for three hours a ma-
jority of nine may brin• i~ a verdict.

The friends of Senator Lamar app :ehend
that his health will not permit his attendance
in the Senate again. He is said to be very
feeble.

The Catholic bishop of Ottawa, Ont., has
cut off from church sacraments all the faith-
ful who send their children to the public
schools.

It is understood that the Pope is preparing
an allocution condemning the hostile attitude
to the church on the part of France and other
nominally Catholic powers.

Despite the energetic remonstrance of the
representatives of the European powers and
of the United States, the persecution of the
Jews continues in Morocco.

Pourparlers- :are passing . between-. the
United States, French and German govern-
ments for exchanging opinions relative to the
employment of existing silver coin.

In the last agricultural returns of Gre it
Britain the growth of woods and forests is
shown to be going on very fast, and in tLe
last five years has increased by half a million
acres.

The manager of. a Marsaillt s socialist E
paper has been summoned before the police
court for an illegal act in proposing a sub-.

ecriptionto pay the fines :imposed ini De
Cissey's case.

The police at Chackoff seized several print-
ing presses, together with daggers and revol-
vers, copies of a revolutionary organ and
forged passports, and have arrested two
revolutionists.

Laissant has challenged Vicomte St. Vin-
cent to a duel for publishing a letter accusing
him of cowardice in the Franco Prussian
war which was read by Gen'1 De Cissey's
counsel during the recent libel suit.

After the death of Conrad Seitz, at Monroe,
Ala., this telegram was received from Ella
Dorsey, his affi tuced wife: "Detay funeral
two days. I will be ready for burial with
him." She kept her word by committing
suicide.

Mr. Rummel, the pianist, is engaged to
marry Miss Leila Morse, daughter of Mr. P.
F. B. Morse, the young lady to whom Gov.
Tilden's attentions have long been discussed.
Their marriage will shortly be celebrated and
their wedding Ijourney will be to Europe.

James Stephenson, in charge ofthe geologi-
cal survey in western New M]exico, claims to
have discovered another remarkable pre-his-
trice city. It extends formiles-, the houses
being built in the face of a clii along a can-
yon. It is distant about 40:miles from 'Santa
Fe.

Russia has under consideration the neees-
sary steps for convertingBatoniminto a. free
port. Also, that England has submitted prc-
posals to the powers for the meihtenance of
European concert, with a riew tothe settle-
ment of the remaining provisions of the
treaty of Be:rilin.:

Mr. oGafield smokes short, thick ciga as
and he likes to blow the smoke up to the
ceiling. He says that for three months he
intends to be a first class listener. He says
`that no bapk acquainted with his signature
would have-cashed a check :with the signa-
ture of the Morey letter.

Laycock's friends in Sydney, Australia,
have sent a cable dispatchannouncing that

they had deposited 350 to aid him in mak-

ing up his stake in his match with Hanlan,
and that more money~ will follow. Hanlan
wishes the championship of the world to be
contested in Toronto Bay,

Princess Frederica, o Hanover, is still un-
forgiven by her failyfor her marriage with

a mere baron. Teir anger is still hot, itoo,
against Quee. VicWria for i: hr he~ity en-

sove'i~~~iii~ Iig~~" ~'emgiV~Th -:ihPnwreangty

Wm. Rathbone, Liberal, has been elected
member of Parliament from Carnavonshire,
to fill the vacancy caused by the appoint-
ment of Watkins Williamson to the Justice's
Court on the Queen's Bench. Rathbone de-
feated Nancy, Conservative, by 1,029 votes.
Rathbone represented Liverpool in the last
Parliament.

The ladies of Ottawa, Ill., are preparing a
silken tapestry hanging for presentation to
Mrs. President Hayes, as a testimonial of her
high moral courage in banishing the wine
cuD from the White House. It is to be of
blue silk appropriately decorated, accom-
panied with an autograph album, containing
the names of the prominent men of Illinois.

"Spanish girls," says the London Truth,
"are the most sprightly flirts in the world.
There is not much in them besides flirtation.
The tongue of, the Creole of Spanish origin
is easier to fatigue and does not run on so
rapidly. It seems to me that the eternal play
of the fan which the Madreline keeps up
would soon irritate to madness nerves that ai e
at all excitable."

Under directions from the Secretary of
War, all ordnance, harness and timber stored
at Washington arsenal are being removed to
New York and San Francisco, preparatory
to converting these grounds into a regular
military post. The warehouse is to be
converted into a large stable for artillery
horses, and the other buildings are to be fitted
up as quarters for troops. It is asserted that
they will be arranged for permanent barracks
and headquarters.

Advices from Honolulu by the steamer
City of Sydney describe the eruption of
Mauna Loa, now in progress, as one of the
grandest sights ever witnessed. It broke on
November 5th, about six miles from the sum-
mit. The crater is throwing out two great
streams of lava, one of which is thirty miles
long, from 100 to 200 yards wide and about
twenty feet deep. Terrible explos:ons ac-
company its flow. Some fears are entertained
for the safety of Hilo, although the flow
seems to be turning in another direction.

The Chinese giant Chang arrived from
Liverpool. He is said to be the tallest man
in the world, being eight feet and six inches
in height. He is well proportioned, has
small, almond eyes, the prominent cheek
bones of his race and a broad forehead. He

wears his "pigtail" neatly wound upon his
head, and has small hands and feet for a
man of his size. He is remarkably graceful
in his movements and polite and cheerful in
manner. He speaks English, French, Ger-

man and a little Spanish in addition to his
own language.

Nicholas Bonifas's wife deserted him -and
went to San Francisca, where she married
again. He followed and begged her to return
to_ him and their children.: She.refused. They
had a final interview in her house, and it
ended with bis ishooting her :-faur times,
Neighbors ran in on hearing the reports and
found her alone, She was in mortal agony,
and was told by the: doctor that she could not
possibly recover. .They asked who had shot
her. ', I don't-know,"lshe replied; "he w4 -

a stranger -I never saw him before.'" But
her effort to shield the murdererwas useless,
for his body -was soon found in the ba l

yard, where he had killed himself.

Queen Victoria has promised -Prince Wil-

liam, who will be her first married grandson,
and his bride, Princess Augusta Victoria of
Schleswig- Holstein Sonderburg- Augusten-

burg, to be present at their wedding in Feb-

ruary next. It is well known thtt Princess

Augusta Victoria is not a rich Princess. Her

dowry will be smaller than that of many a
city merchant's daughter. But the money

question was left out of consideration whe n
the Crown Princess of Germany looked about
for a fittting helpmate for her son. She has

chosen a young lady with qualities ihat will
wear well, as she is both clever and sensible.

Her charitable qualities, her engaging man-
ner, and' hersoft Teutonic east of beanty will
endear her to the Vaterland.

PALACE PARLORS
Front Street, Fert Benton.

-: THE :-

FineTsTonsoria Partiors
IN THE NORTR~WEST.

SM1TH & SPALBINtG,
SPropruetors.

Messrs. Smith & Spa!ding respectfully inform the
citizens of Benton that they have recently boughtout
Mr. Wmin. Foster, and assure the public a continuation
of the uniform .sktil and courteous attention which
is familiaro o the habitues of the place

Hot :and : Cold:. Baths.

old, of from half to three..quarterJreed, which we will

Fort leuton.

BRADBIURY g& C.

Blacksmithing
-AND

WAGON REPAIRING.

We are prepared to do any class of work in our line,
and in the most thorough and workmanlike

manner.

Livery, Draft and Saddle
Horse Shoeing.

MULE SHOEING.

Cor. Baker and Franklin Sts.

FORT B•ENTON. - MONTANA.

JOHN H. GAMBLE,
Front Street, a few doors above postoffic.

PROPRIETOR OF

THE STAR BAKERY
Fort Benton, Montana.

Confectionery,
CAKES AND PASTRY,

Of all kinds always on hand. We make a specialty of
turning out the BEST BREAD IN BENTON, and

customers can always rely upon getting
Fresh Bread at all times.,

ORDE I1t FOR

Weddii Cakes and Pastry Goods
Will always receive prompt attention.

OYSTERS,

AND ALL KINDS OF FRUITS
In Season.

Goods Delivered Promptly.

X-1O-TU-8

MEAT MARKET
o. B a)dVdl Main Street,,

FT. BENTON - . ItBONTANA.

All kinds of Meat, Fish. Poultry, Wegetables, etc.
kept on hand. All kinds of Gamein season.

Goods Delivered Free.

C. S. SANBORN & CO.
PROPRIETORS.

GE0. CROFF,

Popular Resort
-AT-

LILLY'S OLD STAND.

A choice lot of the best

WHISKIES,
Wines and Cigars

Always in stock. Nieatness and orderly conduct per-
vades the establishment. Drop in and while

away a passing hour in

TR IPPING THIIE FANTASTIC TOE.

FRAN K'S

NEWS DEPOT.

TOBACCO AND CIGARS
CONFECTIONERY,

NUTS, CANDIE- S

Fruits of all Descriptions.

A Ful1 Line of Smokers' Articles Seaiide Ibries

PETER SMJITH,
COFFIN MAKER,

-AND-

General Undertaker,
HEAD OF BOND STREET,

FT. HENTON, M B1ONTANA,

FURNITURE REPAIRINC
A SPECIALTY.

3, 0. BOURASSA,

Exchange Saloon
FT. BEN ION, - IT1ONTANA.

This popular saloon is kept in first-class style, and has
constantly on hand a choice assortment of

WINES, LIQUORS AND CIGARS,
OF THE VERY BEST BRANDS.

T I-ET~-t-

EXTRADITION SALOON,
Wines, Li uors and Cira•.

We keep in stock and have now on hand a large quin-
tity of tae celebrated

Hermitage Sour Mash,

And have also Just received a heavy shipment of the
famous

NABOB CICARS.

In connection with the other features of this Popular
Resort. We have instituted a

PRIVATE CLUB ROOM,

And will take extra pains to serve the public who may
call on us.

J. H.- EVANS & CO., Prop'rs.

LESTER'S

CLUB ROOMS
Main Street, Fort Benton.

ST. LOUIS BEER,

Wines, Liquors & Cigars
THE SULTANA 0IGAR,

All in full linee0 and served in the very best style.

LEE ISABELL,
Break d Day Saloon.

I.MAIN sTREET.

Just received, a choice sto'ck ofl

FINE KENTUCKY WHISKIES
And Imported WVines

THI

"Eagle Bird" Saloon.
WM. FOSTER, Proptietor.

(Late of the Palase Parlors.)

Main Stieet, opp, Court House, Ft, Benton.

THE FINEST KINDS OF

Wines, Liquors and Cigars
KEPT CONSTANTLY ON IHAND.

The proprietor cordially invites his ojd patrons to
call on him in his new departure, assuring them that
the y will receive careful attention and courteous treat-
ment.

FIRST-GLASS RESTAURANT

X. run in connection w'th the establishlment, whlre
Adeals will be served AT ALL HOURS by prompt

and attentive waiters.

C. M. LANNING,
--- DEALER IN-

Wa tches, h I cks, J eweiry
: BT. JOHN STREET,

Fiort Benton, Mlontana.

General RePalIrer :of Watches, Clocks, GuP, Pintou ,
S. Sewing;•achines, EcI. All kinds of Weo-k CnC ,:

in a workmnlike meanler.

ORPERS BTdIY PROMPTLY AT"$T D Tl


