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THE RIVER PRESS.

TOLD BY THE SUFFERER,

A Story of a Pilgrim’s Experience in Mon-
tana, and His Complaints.

They call me Broncho-rider, Cow Boy, etc.
For & while after 1 came to Montana they
called me Pilgrim, but my real name is John
Thorp. 1 was born on the eastern shores of
Maine, where I resided until I came to Mon-
tana. [ bad read Horace Greeley’s *“Go West
young man’ and Strahorn’s ““New West, and
coming upon a copy of the Helena Herald's
holiday number, I selected Montana for my
future home. The next question was how to
get there. I was but twenty years old and
had an aged mother and a sister depending
upon me for their esupport, and I had no
money. Mr. Church, who had formerly
been a peighbor of ours, had heen in bon-
tana about twelve years and had accumnlated
quite a fortune in the cattle business. I wrote
to him asking about the country, wages, etc.,
and asking him what chance there would be
fora young man who had no capital. In due
course of time I received a reply from him,
stating that Montana wae the best country in
the world for a young man in my circum-
stances, and knewing my condition he sent
me one hundred and fifty dollars to pay my
way to Montensa, and told me I could work
for him at the rate of thirty dollars per month
until 1 paid him back. I told my mother and
sister I would go, and as soon as I conld pay
Mr. Church, I would work and earn money
enough to send for them. Amid shedding of
tears nnd heart-felt ““God-bless and protect
vou,” I finally bid them a good bye, and was
carried away from the scenes of my youth.

I finally landed at Ft, Benton in July, 1879,
coon after which I went to work for Mr.
Church on the round-up. In sbout three
weeks 1 got a letter from home. It was the
first letter I ever received from home, for I
had never been away before,
very homesick, which could only be satisfied
with tears. Mr. Church, noticing this, asked
me “*what was the matter.”

“(h, nothing,” said I, “*Only I got a letter
from mother and sister, and they wani to
come to Montana, Ag soon ag I pay you, 1
want to make enough money to send for
them.,”

BMr. C. looking st me a moment, said:

¢“John, you are the kind of men we want
in Montana, and you deserve encouragement,
I will loan you two hundred dollars to send
after them now, and all I ask is sixteen mills
on the dollar for interest, that belng the
amount I will have to pay tsx cn your note.”

1 took the money and gave him my promis-
gary note with the sixteen mills added, and
gent for my mother and sister. Sometime in
August we got through with the round-up,
Mr. Church says to me:

¢John, how would you like to be a cattle
man?”’

“First rate,” said I, “but it will be a long
time, 1 am afraid, before 1 will be able to
owa & cow. I am too poor.”

“There is where you are mistaken,
Mr, C. *Many men are rich without money;
thonsands of them are rich without a cent in
their pockets. A man with a good sound
constitution, good beart and sound limbs,
and a fair head is alwaye rich, Good hands
are better than gold; muscle and sinew i3
muech better than silver; nerve, energy and
will-power are saperior to cattle, sheep horses
or land.”

“Now,” said he, ““John, you are rich, for
that is the Kind of a man I think you are.”

I locked at him and then at myself, for I
was anxious 1o sec how & rich man looked
who hadn't a cent in the WOIid He then

arid;

I will loan you four hundred dollars on
the same terms I loaned you theother money,
with which you can invest in young cattle.
They will be of no expense to you, only one
month’s work at time of round-up.”

I thought this very kind of Mr. C. and, of
course, I accepted it, and gave him my note
as before for the amouant. I took the money
and bought of Mr. Smith thirty head of
two-year old heifers, and he gave me an old
lainz cow in the bargain. On the following
December I hired to Mr. C. for thirty dollars
a month by the year. I was to have pne
month to myself to go on the round-up, snd
1 was also to have pasturage for the old caw.
I was not to draw any of my wages uniil ny
year was up, December 1880. |

On the following June came rouynd-up. i1
was compelled to zet an ontfit—horse, saddle,
etc. I bought a horse of Mr. B. liveryman,
giving him the same kind of note I gave | to
Mr. C, which he was willing to take, 'I
bought provisions of Mr. McKnight for tpe
round-up, giving him the same kind of nite
I had given the others. I went to the bladk-
smith shop, got my horse shod and a bratd-
ng iron, It was hers Isaw in large letiirs
over the dour, *All work must be paid i:r
before leaving the shop.” 1 told him hové I
had paid for my horse and my store bill, and
finally he also took my note. The next mo/n-
ing some forty cow boys met af the mill cdo-
ley, it being the agreed place of meenPg
Our Captain gave orders to moant which we
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~ did, but I was hardly in the saddle before I

discovered that I had a young broncho, aid a
bucker from *‘way back.”
arch his back, then shot ahead straight into
the air, and came dovn again with his iead
between his fore les, Some of the boys
shouted, “‘stay with lim,” *‘hold on to hml,”
etc., but he was goins down the hill with such
force, and a buckbg like Mark Twam 8
"Merican plug, that Jcould neither hold on to.
him or beld bim, anl he landed me on tne

1i made me |

ground with suck force that it broke my leg
just below the knee, and away went the horse.
Some of the boys found him in a day or two
after, without saddle or bridle, and his coup-
lingout. He bad to be shot. The saddle
was never found to my knowledge. Dr.
Steele set my leg and said I would be all right
in two or three months, I hired a man ts go
" and round-up for me for fifty dollars; Mr.
Ulm gave me the money. In about two
months I was able to go to Mr. Ford’s place,
but I was not able to work much. The Dr.
presented his bill, which was eighty dollars,
He said :

“‘Business is business. I expect you have
no objection to signing this note.”

“(ertainly not,” said I, and I did so. The
landlord presented his bill for one bundred
and twenty-five dollars. 1 had to pay him
with my note.

Mr. J. 0., the Assessor, came along one
day, and he says:

“John, how many cattle bave you got.”

“Thirly head,” said 1, ‘*besides anold lame
cow.”

“‘How maay calves have you,” said he.

““Thirteen” said 1.

¢Js that all.”

«Yeg,” gaid I, *‘but that old cow will have
a calf before long.”

“Well, John,” said the Assessor, *‘there is
no particular hurry for you to turn in your
list. I will call again soon.”

In about & moath he came along, and the
first thing I saw of him he was in the lot
walking around the old lame cow, and judg-
ing from his actions he munst be skilled in
veternary science, and stepping behind her
he took a square look at the cow, after which
he came up where I was and said :

““Where is Mr. C.”

I told bim he was about the place, and he
said he wanted to stay all night, which he
did, and I'll be hanged if that old cow didn’t
have a calf that very night. The next morn-
ing he said to me:

“Joho, I have to turn in my assessment
papers in a day or two, and I will have to
asgess you to-day.”

««All right,” said I, and he did assess me,
—forty-five head of catile at $13 per

said-

He pruceeded to |

heed. You see, he added thal calf that he
staid all night to get.

“How much credit have you.”

“None,” I said, ‘*but I am owingz & great
deal.”

“You have six month's wages coming to
you, havo’t you?"

“Yes,” said I, “bat it is not ‘due until the
end of the year” '

“Well,” gnid he. “six month’'s wages at
thirty dollars per month is $180. Is that ail.”

“Yes,” said I, and he went away, and the
first thing I heard about assessment after-
wards, was that I was assessed $1,870. Now,
I want to know if it is nght for me to pay
taxes on that amount of property, when I
have but $385 worth of property, or Is it just
for me to pay iax on $914 I haven't got?

a right to tax wages before they are due?
Has he the rightto tax calves that come dur-
ing the summer ? if so, why not {ax growing
crops? has he the right te tax one man in the
same neighborhood ten dollars per head on
three thousand head of cattle, and let seven
hundred bead of branded calves go without
taxing at all, and at the same time tux me
thirteen dollars a head on & smsll lot, taxing
the calves the same as the cows, and then
come and stay all night for a cow to have a
calf 8o he can inclodeit ? Now if thisis the
way you are going to do with Pilgrims,
don’t for pity's sake send out your pamphlets
to encourage any other pilgrims to settle in
your county, unless you eiect more honest
men to do your county work.
: Journ THORF.
———————m i 4 b EE———

President flayes’s Finances.

When a pressure was made upon Mr,
Hayes five years ago to ‘make the race for
Governor in his state he was at first very pos-
itive in his refusal to bea candidate. The
reason for his disinclination to recenter pu'b-
lic life at that time was due to the canviction
that it was his first doty to attend to his own
private affairs. He aund his uncle had en-
gaged in certain real estate transactions, and
depreciation in the value of property after
seriously embarrasged him. This embarrass-
ment was increased by the death of his uncle,
who bequeathed to Mr. Hayes the entire bur-
den of their joint indebtedness, and in addi-
tion tkereto the duty of paying off a large
number of cash bequests, umounting in all to
about $65,000. This was a hard load to car-
ry. Nevertheless, Mr. Hayes finally yielded
to the importunities of the party managers
in Ohio, and consented to run for Governor
upon the representation that he was the only
man, 4t that critical time, with whom the
Republicans could confidently hope to carry
the State. He agcepted the nomination at
some personal sacrifice, and waa elected.
The brillisncy and importance of this triumph
prepated the way for his nomination and
election as President of the United States.
His private affairs were still neglected, and it

four years. It was this outlook which
prompted him to fund his indebtedness, and
he made & loan of $100, 000 upon terms that

term of office. He entered upon a position to
which a salary of $50,000 a year i3 attached,
and during a termof nearly four years he has
paid off about 175,000 of his personal indebt-
edness. This represents the sum total of his
saviuas, and dnrm g tha same permd the

and again, has the assessor of Choteau county

was evident that he would have but little}
time to devote to them during the ensuing

would relieve him from annoyance during his |

White IHouse accounts are said to show an
expenditure of about $30,000 more out of the
President’s private purse than was paid out
ag g rule from the salaries of his predeces-
gora,

This is a showing of which the Prealdent
has no reason to be ashamed, and in which
the Americaen people may properly feel con-
siderable pride. A saving of $75,000 out of
a total income of $200,000, in order to meet
private obligations which had been increased
by the demands of public life and party ser-
vice, is an accomplishment that is much

more deserving of praise than censure.
— e SR

A scene From Hages.

The following is an extract from the ser-
mpon of on old Methodist preacher, delivered
at a revival several years ago,

I will give you, my friends, a picture from
a scene in hell.  The devil is sitting in his
private office, receivicg the souls as they
come in to hir, or are brought in from the
upper world. Io comed an infernal jailer,
conducting a soul to everlasting flames.

“Who are you ?'’ asks the devil, as the cul-
prit is brought to where he ig sitting.

“Secretary Benjamin, of the Uonfederate
Cabinet,” was the reply.

“QOh, ves, I knew you were coming,” said
the devil, as he turned the leaves of the led-
ger, and made an entry of the secretary’s
pame. “I always show consideration to
those who have shown it to me. TI've got to
talke you in, but I will try to make you as
comfortable a8 I can.” To an attendant:
“Show Mr. Benjamin to a place as near as
you can get him to a current of air,”

The next arrival was a man who was hung
for killing his mother-in-law,

*Pakge him away,” 8ald the devil *‘but,
treat him kindly. The chances are two to one
that he was not much to blame, Iremember
his case. His mother-in-law came in here
three wecks ago. She looked as though she
wanted killing. She’s is over in number 63.
Put him in there and the old woman in front
of the farnace. No 63 is too cool for her.”

Pretty soon another victim arrives.

““What brought you here?” asks the devil.

am here just because I swore.”

““Because you swore !” elclaimed the devi],
rising angrily from his chrir.

““Yes. That's all the sin I ever did.”

ssAll the ein!” echoes the devil,—‘‘all the
gin. Why, you mean, contemptible, despic-
able, low-lived vagabond,” says he, as he
brings his beavy fist down upon the table,
¢‘there isn’t a corner here hot encugh for you.
Of all the 60,000 preachers thut spend their
sundays blackguarding me, not one of them
has ever accused me of swearing. Blasphe-
med yoar Maker, did you? Profaned the
name of your Savior that forgave His enemies
upon the cross, and died to save you from
:here. You did this did you?" The trembling
culprit makeg no reply.

“#“Why,"” continues the devil,
arises as his wrath intensifies, ‘‘there’s no ex-
cuse for you. A man by a blow may kill an-
other one. In pressing temptation he may
steal ; he may lie to save his neck, or cheat
his neithbor. There is some excuse for him.
But the profane swearer hag no excuse. At-
tendant take this scoundrel out of my sight.
Put him up to bis neck where the coals are
hottest, and then put snmebodj to sit on his
ac cused head !

MONTANA HOUSE,

Front Street,
¥FORT BENTON, - MONTANA.

Meals at All Hours.

——

The Mooking 18 under the immediate sapervigion nf
Mrs. A.C. Beckman, who will apare no paing
to give satisfaction in every
respect.

i

BOARD AND LODGING
BY THE DAY OR WEEK.

H. WILCOX,

House & Carriage Painter

Orders for the present left at

L, T. RARSHALL’S, FRONT STREET,
Will receive prompt attention,

the largesr,shops in the East, and is prepared
to guarantes satisfaction.

FRANK’S
NEWS DEPOT.

TOBACCO AND CIGARS
CONFECTIONERY,
NUTS, CANDIES,

~ Fraits of all Descriptions,
CUTLERY, PLAYING CARDS

Pezfumery and Fancy- Soaps.

Novela of all deseriptions, and all the

: lli'astra*

Papers, -

“‘My case iz a hard one,” is the reply ‘1|

whose voice:

‘Fas had an experience of twenty-five years in some of ;

A Full Line of Smokers’ Articles, Sea-ude Libraries, |

Ji0. T. MURPHY.

SAMOELREEL.

W. W. HIGGIXS. Wii. H. ToDH

MURPRY, NEEL & CO.

Wholesale and Retail Dealers in

Groceries, Wines and Liquors,
CIGARS AND TOBACCO,

Cooking and Heating Stoves, Sheep Tobacco, Wool Sacks and Wool Twine, Tenis and Wagon
Covers, Stockmen's, Miners', Freighters and Farmers Supplies.’,

Hardwse

DRY GOODS,

Boots, Shoes, Hats, Caps, Queens-
ware and Furniture.

We keep large and complete lines of all the above mentioned goods, and sall kinds of House

Furnishing Goods, and Farmers, Freighters, Miners and Families will do well to
call and examine our goods and get our latest prices before laying in theiry

supplies.

Do & general Storage and Commisssion business.

Consignments solicited, and goods forwarded
promptlv

SCHUTTLER WAGONS,

Cortland Platform Spring Wagons and Buggies,

PORTER IRCN ROOFINC.

STORAGE AND COMMISSION,

Only Fire-Proof Storage Warehouse in Fort Benton,

Robes, Skins and Furs Bought and Soid,

MURPHY, NEEL & CO.

FORT BENTON, M. T.

Cor. Front and Benton Streets,

THE “EUREKA” SALOON

BRENNAN & FISHER,

: Proprietors.

All Drinks, - 12, Cents !

IMPORTED CICARS!

“AND D ON'T YOU FORGET IT.”

AH SING,
Benton Wash House,

COR. MAIN AND ST. JOON STREETS.

WASHING AND IRONING

Done with neatnese and dispaich.

FAMILY WASHING SOLICRITED.

STORER, & STORER,

Brickmakers

——AND——
CONTRACTORS,

Will Contract for the Erection of
Brick or Frame Buildings.

YARD BACK OF THE BUTTE,

FORT BENTON, MONTANA.

BRICK ALW&YB ow HAHD AT REA-
. BJNABLE PRIGEB ;

CE

bl

NTRE MARKET,

FRONT STREET,
Fort Benton, M. T.

Beef, Mutton, Pork, Fish,

GAME AND ICE.

JOHN J. KENNEDY, Propr'tor.

[ T will purchaes Beef and Stock Cattle, and am pre-

pared o deliver them on board of steamboats at
Fort Benton, or at any other point on the
Miegsous river, either by the head or
gross weight, at lowest rates.

The Jungle
GEO. FARMER,

{Proprietor.

| This populnr Sample Room is stocked with the finest

Eindgs of

. Wines, Liquors & Cigars.

None but the Purest Whiskies sold over the Bar.

|PALACE PARLORS

Front Street, Fort Benton.

—+THE ——

Finest Tonsorial Parlors

IN THE NORTEHWEST.

SMITH & SPALDING,

Proprieiors.

Messre. Smith & Spalding respectfully inform the
citizens of Benton that they have recently bought out
Mr. Win. Fosler, and assure the public a continuation
of the uniform skill and courteous attention which

is tamiliar to the habitues of the place.

Hot and Cold Baths.
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