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THE ENGLISH PARLIAMENT,

Growth of the British House of Jommons
from Edward I. to the Present Time,

Whils it would be an easy task, were we in
a critical mood, to find many and grave faults
in Mr. George H. Jenning’s “‘Anecdotal His-
tory of the English Parliament,” (D. Apple-
ton & Co.,) yet its many excellencies far out-
weigh the defects. There are two drawbacks
to the success of such a book as that now be-
fore us—its arrangement should be tropical,
instead of having the anecdotes grouped up-
der the names of the persons of whom they
are told ; its compiler shounld quit the beaten
paths so familiar to readers of intelligence,
and introduce us to tales and traits less eadly
trite.  Itis a pity, too, that Mr. Jennings
could not have waited a few weeks and so
have taken advantage of new Blue Book,
showing the names of all members of Par-
linment returned since 1686, and of such
members returned to the ITouse before that
date, as can be traced. We shall take the
liverty of correcting and checking the author
by this invaluable compilation. No copies
of writs have been found of an earlier date
than 1213, nor have the returns to those writs
or to those isened in the 10th, 38th, 45th and
49th years of Henry 11 been preserved. The
loss of these last ig particularly to be regret-
ted, since that was the firgt Parliament which
congisted of knights, citizens and burgesses.
Ouly one return to the writs of 3 Edward L
(1275) exists—that for the county of Kent;
s0 that the first *‘Inights of the Shire” on
record are Fuleo Peyferer and Ienricun de
Appeldrefued, naines now existing as Peever
and Appleford and Appleyard. Returas for
the next two Parliaments are missing, but
very full lists of those of 1290 and its imme-
diate snceessors have come down to us, A,
Corbert sat for Shropshire in 12003 one of
his descendants represented the 'county in the
last Parlisment ; from 1290 to 1450 that house
firured on the rolls, though there were inter-
vals when apparently its ascendancy had
been sucessfully contested by rival country
families, :

The Commons were for a long time used
by the Lords and the Bovereign with scant
courtesy, or none at ail.  The Blue Book al-
ready mentioned tells uz that Sheriffs in the
earlier times constituted themselves Return-
ing Boards, and cancelled names and inserted
others into the returns very openly. The
constituencies did not always appreciate the
privilege of representation. When, in 1547,
a writ was issued to Cheshire for the first
time, no members were returned ; in 1654,
Durham county, hitherto memberless, de-
clined to send representatives. Prynne tells
us that many boroughs petitioned to be ex-
cused from sending members to Parliament,
on account of the expense, From the 33rd
of Bdward 1I1. during five successive reigns,
the Sheriff of Lancashire certified that there
were no cities or boroughs in that county
which conld afford the luxury of a member,

" And yet it was not an expensive luxury, the
wages allowed by statute being four shillings
a day for a Kuight of the Shire and two shil-
lings for a citizen or burgess. In 1463 Sir
John Btrange took a barrel and a half of her-
rings from Dunwich in compnsition of his
wages, In 1586 Mr. Hall sued Grantham for
the payment of his wages. The last payment
of wages was to Thomas King, of Harwich,
in 1681,  Lord Chancellor Campbell was of
opinion that the writ he obtained might still
ba elaimed. In 1870, Mr. P. A. Taylor’s
motion for leave to introduce a hill to revive
the practice was logt; we venture a predic-
tion that before the century closes this ancient
constitutional feature will be restored as a
radical referm. Andres Marvell, “the incor-
ruptible,” took wages, and when Danby was
gent to him from Charles IL. with a check for
£1,000 and an offer of place, Marvell called
the codk to ask what he was to have for din-
ner that day.  The boy replied that the bone
of the litile leg of mutton on which he had
dined on the previous day wag to be Dbroiled.
My Lord,” said Marvell, ‘‘dc you hear that
Andrew Marvell's dinner is provided? There's
your piece of paper!” It may be doubted
whether a cenfury or so before a member of
the Commeoens would have ventured on such
a retort,  Sir Peter de ls Mare, Speaker of
the *‘Good Parliament,” was imprisoned for
his ghare in its reforms by John of Gaunt;
under Henry VI it was decided that the
privileges of the Liower House were aitogether
in the keeping of the Lords. In 1536, when
one of Henry VIII's bills for the spoliation
of the monasteries bung in the house, the
bluff King lobbied it through by advising the
Opposition to beware of their heads.  On ap-
other occasion he sent for an influential
member, Mr. Edward Montague, and cried
to his humbly-kneeling subject, laying a
hand on his head : *‘Ho, man, will they not
suffer my bill to pass? Get my bill passed by
to-morrow, or elee to-morrow this head of
yours will be off.” Wolsey had not long be-
fore gone in state to ‘‘bulldoze” the Com-
mons, and though Sir Thomas More, the
Speaker, baffled him, it was with Oriental
adulation offered upon his knees.

But if it had been first Lords and then

Kings under the Plantagenets, and first ng

then Lords under the Tudors, the Commons |

began to take first place under the BStuarts.
Wentworth had nobly resented the invasions

of Elizabeth ; her successor was forced to

recognize the rising tide, as w&s cleariy,

though comically, shown by h:a thrEat to

send his unruly horse to Parha.men :
tamed, and to ¢ry aloud when A de_eg‘utlon
approached him, ‘‘chairs! _chgirs‘ E{ere be |

twelve Kings!” James would never have lost
his head as his son was fated to do—that son
whom he had warned, when Charles was
promoting the impeachment of the Earl of
Middiesex, “You will live to have your belly-

1 ful of impeachments!” Charles could not

ce that the power had departed from the
Crown and abode with the Commons; he
hardlyrecognized the fact when he went to
seize the five memhers—most people think
they were actually arrested, but they were
not—and was met by “the members scowling
at him, and audibly muttering ‘Privilege!
Privilege !’ This event is commemorated at
the opening of each new Parliament, when
the members for the city of London, in court
dress, take their seats on the Treasury bench,
which are afterwards vacated for the minis-
ters of the day. This Mr. Jennings records,
but he follows a multitude to error when he
Bays that an annual,‘‘search for Guy Fawlces”
is made on the eve of the session; this in-
spection of the cellars does pot date from the
time of James I, but from that of Charles II
or James II, and had its origin in the fact
that the vaults were then stored with coal
and fuel, while the adjacent wharves were
crowded with eombustibles.

When the Commons had finally secured
their place in the constitutional organization
of England, and ‘“‘bulldozing” was no longer
possible, bribery came into vogue. This is
a familiar subject to all readers of Englich
history. Massey has found no trace of the
practice after the Grenville administration
(1763-"75,) though up to that period inoney
was received and expected by members; with-
out any consciousness of infamy, very much
as the voters in certain boroughs claimed and
received ‘‘head money” from the candidate,
ag a matter of right and custom. A letter of
Lord Say and Sele, November 26th, 1763, is
extant, returning a check for £300 given him
by the Premier, “‘as good manners would not
permit my refusal of it when tendered by
you.” But corruption, though not open cor-
rupticn, prevailed leng  afterwards, and
money was used as well as place. The Leg-
islative Union with Ireland was put through
by sheer bribery. A sum of £1,260,000 was
spent in buying rotten bhorougbs from their
owners; tweuty-two peerages were created ;
twenty-four peers were advanced ; pensions
and places innumerable were given, and as
much as £5,000 was paid for an individual
vote. To pass the Reform bill, Lord Grey
had to promise between 250 and 800 peerages,
promotions in the peerzge apd baronctcies.
Charles Buller uged to say that the votes of
O'Connell's “*tail” could be had for £200 a
gession each, *‘provided the money was laid
before them in gold.” Everyone knows Lord
Melbourne's views on the subject of orders
and peerages. ‘A Garter,” he said, when
the Queen pressed bim to accept one, *‘may
sttach to us somebody of consequence whom
nothief clse can reach;
the use of my taking it? I cannot bribe my-
self£.” Lord Beaconsfield thought differently;
when he went out last year he made fourteen
creations, nearly all of whick were political,

promotions copferred during his six years'
sdministration wae thirty-nine. Mr. Glad-
stone’s between 1868 and 1874 numbered
thirty-six. Mr. Gladstone’s purity cannot be
guestioned, but he makes the most of his
patronage.
stance, will soon receive a peerage: he re-
tired from Searborough last year to give Mr.
Dodson, a seat, and it has always been Mr.
Gladstone’s custom to translate a bishop to

episcopal bench in his place, thus salisfying
two men, while, as in the cases of Durham
and Liverpool, Lord Beaconsfield filled the
vacancy by direct appointment. It is curious,
by the way, to notice how seats in Parlia-
nient appreciated in value. We have already
told how representation’ was opce shunned
83 an expensive hozor. ‘*Some hundred
years ago,”! wrote Wallar, in 1673, “some
borougha sent not—they could get not none
to serve ; but now it is the fashion, and a
fine thing they are revived. I
neighborhood desired a candidate to serve:
there was a dinner, an end ; but now it isa
kind of ap emwpire.” When Mr. Coke was
elected for Liynn in 1685 his agent ‘‘letloose
thetap,” and spent £7%,000 over and sbove
the ordinary expenses.  John Evelyn com-
plains bitterly in 1696 of the “‘confused, de-

members:” in 1761, a breakfast for the
voters in a small constituency cost £750, and
at dinner the free and independent consumed
14,720 pounds of beef (to say nothing of veal,

mution, pastry and poultry,) 317 dozen of
wine, 78 pipes of tale and 565 gallons of
spirits, converted into punch. It was when
the Indian nabobs came into competition for
seats during the last century that the borough
and their owner reaped their richest harvest.
Bat the owners did not always sell their seate;

one gave his seat to a favorite waiter at
White's, who had to be e]e.cted twice, us his
noble patron did not know bhis candidate’s
Christian name.
_angry because his kmsman, Pitt, dld not se-.
“cure his release mstant]y when he was ar-

resolved on turnulg Pltt-: out of Old Ssrum
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“but what would be |
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Sir Harcourt Johnstone, for in-.

& vacant see, and elevate a new man to the |
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bauched and riotous manner' of electing

Lord Lamelford was 80 |

_.rested fm: the crazy freak of a‘temphng 1o
cross to Calais dtmng time of ‘war, that he |

,__;;MEAT MA.R

when the deputatnon ca.lled on hlm to an-
nounce the fact of bis election, dismissed,

‘them hungry because he bad to go to lunch—

economy, indeed! By the way, we fancy
that Professor Seelye’s election to Congress
only cost him & three-cent stamp, for his let-
ter of acceptance, Wkich he neglected to
msail.  John Gully, the prize.
twice elected for Pontefact, which inspired
the neat epigram about Pontifract's partiality
‘being due to his having “‘broken the bridges”
of g0 many noses. 1f wearenot in error,
Gully invested in his seat to win a beavy bet
that within a given time he would notaccom-
plish three different things, obtaining a seat
in the Reformed Parliament being one of

: e ST
Honocrable TOrecomans,

“In consequence of a largs number of corp-
ses of Tekkes Turcomans, more or less de-
compoged, lying in front and behind the
Russian position, and in view of the impos-
sibility of burying them, Gen. Skobeloff has
proposed to the Tekkes, from the tower of
observation, eighty yards from the main
rampart of the fortification, that they should
remove their dead, hostilities to be suspended
for one hour, and in order to avoid a misun-
derstanding proposed to the Tekkes that they
shonld afterwards reoccupy their positions,
and should be the first to reopen fire. This
was to be done after due warning had heen
given the Russians. the Tekkes taking care
not to fire until the Russians who had tempo-
rarily leff their trenches had returned into
them. The conduct of the Tekkes-Turcom-
ans was sltogether honorable, The fighting
was afterwards renewed with the former
fary
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SUBSCRIPTIONS received for all the

hand.
Csll und examine tor youraclf.

Candies and Nuts,

TOBACCO, CICARS, CICARETTES & PIPES.

i aad Rolled Gold Jewelry,

STEREOSCOPIC VIEWS IN GREAT VARIETTY.

I

PAPERS of the WORLD.

i

LEADIN(

Novelties and Notions, Picture Frames and Chromos
Front 3t., bet. Bond and Benton.

Stationery and Blank Books, Sheet Music and Musical Instrumen

A Full Line of FRESH READING MATTER constantly :

fighter, was

CEO.W. CRANE

SAMPLES BROS.

‘arket

FRONT STREFRT,

Fort Benton. Montana.

MEATS -ﬁF ALL KINDS

'N SFJESO'\T
“c have bougut 2 winter's ﬂupp‘uv of the very best
‘Beet Cattle, in a coudition se gocd that it insurea
- the best of meat during the winter ang spring.

SAMPLES BROS.

Front Street,
FORT BENTON, - MONTANA.

Nieais m; AEE Hﬁmm.

The Cooking is under the Jmm(’dmte’ aupervision of
Mrs, A1 Beckman, who wiil apare no pa{ns

. to give gatistaction in evely e
. respect. :

BY ‘I‘EB DAY OB WEEK

A} kind% .-z'uf' t, Pish, .oﬁitr}, Vage;a.blesl, ete.
keptrmhand AN kinds o
3 Goods Delivered Frea,

. PROPRIETORS.

| FINE KENTUCKY WHISKIES
BOARD A.ND LODGING -'

. a.;Benton

f(:amem.geason. .

STDRER & STORER

C@NTR&()’EORS,

Will Contract for ths Erection of
Brick or Frame Buildings,

YARD BACKE OF THE BUTTE,

FORT BENTON, MONTANA.

BRICK ALWAYS ON HAND, AT REA-
SONABLE PRICES.

CHOP HOUSE,

FRONT STREET,

Fort Benton, -

JAHES DOUGLAS and MATIIE HAY DOUGLAS,

PROPRIETORS,

Tk

Montana.

A First-Class Restanrant, where Hxcellent Meals are
gerved at any hour of the day.

CHARLES BRYER'S
BARBER SHOP,

 FHONT SFREET,

FORT BENTON, MONTATNA,

Shaving, Hair Cutting, Shampooing

Ard all work in the tonsorial line, done in a neat
and satisfactory manncr,

J. ¢. GUTHRIE,

Front Street, one door above Murphy, Neel & Co.’s
New Store,

FORT BENTON, VL, T,

Bread, Cakes and Pasty

IN EVERY VARIETY.

L
b

Orders promptly filled and dehvpred to ary part of the
Town. We make a Sprcialty of

WEDDING CAKI
And Party Orders.

Overland Billiard Parlor

Next to Overland M-tel,

WINES, LIOUGRS & CIGARS

OF THE BEST BRANDS.

All Drinks in Season.

WM. PRESTON,

C. M. LANNING,

—DHALER IN—

Watches, Clocks, Jewelr y

81‘ JOIN STPEET

Fort Benton, Montana.

General Hepairer of Watches, Clbcks, (Gung, Pistols,
Sewing Machives, Hte. All kinds of work done
in a workmanlike manner.

ORDERS BY MAIL PROMPTLY AT'I‘EE{ DED TO

R.W. CUM INGS,

Fort Benton, - Montana.

EYC AVATIONS.
BUILDING STONE FURNISHED.
LEE ISABELL,

Break o’ Day Saloon.

 MAIN STREET.

Just rccc_ive&, a choice stock of]

- THE fCOSHOPOLITAN

Next door to the Jungle,
FRONT ST., FORT BERTON.

CONWAY & McCABE,

PROPRIETORS.

We aim to keep onr Bar stocked with the best assort-

ment of imported Wines and Brasndies, and most
cordially invite our fricnds to call and
sample onr goods,  *

0l Kentucky Bourbon Wi sm,

And & choice Iot of

IMPORTED and DOMERTIC ClG.&RS

NOW ON HAND.

J. C. BOURASSA,
Hxchange Saloon

FMEONTANA.

This popriay ~xloon i= kept in first-class style, and has
constandy on Loind a choice assortment of

WINES, LIQUORS AND CIGARS,

OF THE VERY BEST BRANDS.

Metropalitan Biliard Hal

HELENA, MMONTANA.

MAX SKIT.OW FH h,

Proprictor.

The above elegantly eppoinled resort is situated over
Gana & Klein slore, cotner Main and er‘d\\.}
Dropin and whife away o plearant hour at
“the gentlemen’s game.”

AN ELEGANT CLUB ROOM

Can also be found hera,

PROVIDENCE BAKERY

Benton 8f., behind Mershall's Saloon,

FORE BENTON,
LEON P. ROCRCH, Prop'tor.

Keeps large stock of

Bread, Pies and Cakes

Always on hand and chesp for cash,

EYTRAOITION SHLOOM

WIIB?L arsaﬁ

Cigars,

We keep in stock and have now on hand a large quan-
tity of the celebrated

Hermitage Sour Eﬁash

And have also fjust received a feavy shipment of the

famons

NABOB CICARS.

In connection with the other fealures of this Popular
Resort, We have institated a

PRIVATE CLUB ROOM,

And will take extra pains to serve the pablic who may
call on us,

J. H. EVANS & €O., Prop’rs.

AUGUST ¢, BECKMAN,

Manufacturer and Dealer in

HARRESS and SADILES

BRIDLES,
W hips, Spurs, Hte.

The Best Stock always used. Good Workmanship,

and Satistfaction Guaranteed. My Harness
and Saddles are all made at home.

REPAIRING NEATLY DONE FOR
THE LEAST MONEY IN
TOWN.

(Carriage Trimming & Upholstering

DONE IF REQUIRED.

A large stock of the Celebrated

MILLS, LEAK & 00.S GLOVES

Always on hend,

'And"fimpdftedWiﬁéé

AR SING—

a.sh House

UOR M:&IN AND ST JOEN’ S’I‘BEETS

jfﬂrrmma, e e e

'N. H. WEBSTER,

—_.__Wholzsale and Retail deale in

'-*-_-Toba;ccos and Cigars,

SNUFF, PIPES, &HOKF RS’ iR’i‘[CLES

| Conf‘ectlonery,

letb and
Ammumtwn
Main St opp, F‘:x'st. Nat. Banla, e

DIO\!TAW;&

. Smokmg Tob&gcas.

: ine Cut Ghewmg and Va.mty qur' o




