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FORT AND FLEET.

Blockaders and Blockade Bunners—Hard-
ships on the Water and Deeds of
Daring.

When President Lincoln issued his
blockade proclamation it seemed like an
empty threat. There was nof naval
power enough at that date to blockade
one Southern port. The real blockade
may be said to have begun in the spring
of 1862. By this time the navy was
thoroughly organized for work, many
new vessels had appeared, and consid-
erable valuable experience had been
gained by numerous officers. ¥From that

date to the close of the war there were

never less than six Federal blockaders
off Charleston bar, and sometimes the
number was increased to fifteen. One
WilmingtonTmight be guarded by two
or three vessels, and the next by five or
six, and it was the same at Smithville,
Georgetown, Savannah and Galveston.

When a blockader arrived on the sta-
tion, her first care was to discover what
forts or batteries defended the harbor,
and the range of their guns. The next
was to survey the coast and map out the
banks, shoals, channels and to locate
beacons and bearings. The Confeder-
etes had of course removed all buoys,
abandoned all light houses, and in many
cases had cut down trees which had
been familiar
Where it was possible to secure a negro
who knew anything of the coast he was
paid well and kept aboard.

When a blockader had done all this
her real work bad only begun. Plenty
of pilots who knew all about Charleston
bar in 1860 could tell nothing about it in
1862. New channels had been cut, old
ones filled up, and the sea was making
changes every month.

The Confederates were notto be shut
up without exhausting every effort to
preventsuch a calamity. Fortsand bat-
teries mounting guns of the longest
range were erected at the mouths of
harbors and rivers, and the blockaders
were forced as far off the coast as a can-
non-ball would reach. During the day
they would remain out of reach of the
forts, but as night came oii they would
creep in and close up to wateh for the
daring runners.

Each blockader was asentinel on post.
Blow high or low, hot or cold, she must
remain until relieved by fresh orders.
It happened at least twenty times dur-
ing the war that theentire fleet off Char-
leston had to eut sticks and run to sea to
ride out the terrible gales. There were
few days without adventure, and few
nights without peril.

As the Dblockade-runners seldom
ventured to make their appearance by

daylight, the blockaders would either

run in and have a brush with the bat-
teries, or dispatch scout-bosts up creeks
and rivers. Again they would stand
out to sea tc wateh for incoming run-

. ners, and with them it was eternal vigi-

lance without much liberty to speak of.
There was ever a fear of submarine tor-
pedoes or ‘‘devils,” and afterithe Confed-

erate cruisers get afloat no one could say

at what hour one of them might appear
among the fleet. It was known that the
Confederates were building rams and

iron-clads, and their appearance might
be iooked for any day.

With the coming of night the vigi-
lance must be increased, and the dan-
gera were by no means diminished.
Every runner that slipped in or out left

a stain on the fleet, but men' could have |

done no more than was done. No sold-

ier on outpost used his eyes and ears

more keenly than the lookout on board
the blockaders. Cn a pleasant night

the duty was not onerous, but in wild

weaﬁher. and particularly during ‘the
winter monl;hs much suffering was nec-
essarily endured. No man abeard could

turn in at night with a feeling ¢ of secu~
He realized ‘that he was likely to
., be turned out at any 1:oment, and once
out ther2 might be hot work ‘with the |

rity.

guns, a pull in the boats, or a chase last-

ing for hours. A Confederate captain |
told me thaf he made Wilmington one |
night in a.itmﬂ,ble mowstorm, and the R

e

night was so bitterly coid that all his |
. crew were ‘rosi-bitten. t

" "harbor withoﬁt. a bl’oelmde, gzt thers in |
a channel was a Federal gunboat at an-

chor. She could not be passed. to port,

| andon the starboard side the distance |
. _from her rail to the beach wassenrcely a

bundred feet. The Confederate had a
light draught steamer, and he edged

at quarter speed to squeeze through. He | ®
passed the gunbont within twelve feet, | W W
and as he paaaed he saw a look-out with-.__ Beasr g
‘his arms on the rail looking square at

him. The Confoderate ‘expe f
axsmn, but it did not come. His m'
crept forward like a snail, oneof '

.sa-fely in and out.

landmarks for years.

into the

not maintained. One man, 'provmed

with the best of glasses was sufficient by
day, but at night from two to four were
on duty, aceording to the weather. Dur-
ing the first ycar the Tunners selected
dark or stormy nights for their trips,
but later on they could be looked on sort
of night. Every rumor goingout halted
off Fort Sumter to get the report of the
look-out whe was maintained there.
Every evening before dark this look-out
having the best telescope gold could buy
in Europe, noted the position of every
blockader. He saw whether they had
steam up, took notice of all signals, and
if one or more were toleave during the
night the lookout generally caught on
to something to give him the cue. Some-
times the blockaders would change their
stations as soon as night fell, but the
lookout could often tell what positions
they would take, being guided by the
tides, currents and look of the weather,
The first aim of the runners was to get
When it was realized
that this was impossible, the object was
to prevent vessel or cargo from being of
any benefit to the Federals, The run-
ner would be headed forthe beach, three
or four fires kindled on board, and, in
the majority of instances, the crews es-
caped, and vessel and cargo were con-
sumed. When the war closed, the bones
of at least thirty runners could be count-
ed within ten miles of the mouth of
Charleston Harbor. :
When a runner headed for the shore,
it was out boats and pull for her. Now

| and then one was overhauled and the

flames subdued, but in many cases the
boat’s crew were driven off by the in-
fantry sent to the spot from the nearest
fort. ;

In Auguat 1863, a negro padc‘lled oft
to the blockader Shockokon, stationed
off Wilmington, and gave information
that a schooner was lying in Topsail In-
let seven or eight miles from the sea. It
turned out that this was the blockade
runner Cooper, which had slipped in
and out three or four times, and would
have got to sea again within three or
four days had not her presence been be-
trayed. An expedition from the block-
ader started out to advance up the inlet
from the sea, but was driven back by a
battery, the presence of which was en-
tirely unsuspected. )

After taking a few days to survey the
situation the commander or the blocka-
der one night ran up the coast to a point
beyond tne spot at which the sechooner
was lying to load. Between the sea and
the inlet was a neck of land a mile wide.
Two boat's erews were sent ashore, and
while one boat was left on the beach,
the men carried the other across the neck
and launched it, and then seven men
started down the inlet to capture the
schooner. The Confederates did not
dream of such a Yankee trick as this,
and apprehended danger only from the
opposite directien. The boat’s crew of
seven approached without discovery,
charged and carried the Confederate
‘camp on shore, and in ten minutes had
possession of schooner and all, without
haying a wounded man,

Tt may be a bitter pill for certa,m peo-
ple to swallow, but it is nevertheless a
solemn fact, that this same schooner ran
at least three cargoes direct from New

' York and Philadelphia into blockaded

ports, each time being furnished a cargo
by men who were making themselves

'hoarse by hurrahing for the glorious

Union and against traitors

- All sorts of ideas were worked tndmw
the blockaders off the station or give
them a scare, and meany of the put-up
jobs were successful. One nightthe hull

of a ‘vessel was driven down with the |

tide and produced the greatest conster-

 nation for a fime. It drifted down on a

blockader, being almost a board before
it was discovered. All hands were called

up to repel h?aa'ders, the guns turned

loose, and as' the “dreaded monster”

drifted away the whole fleet took a hand

in and finally sent her to thé bottom |

“with every soul on board.”” It was be- |
lieved for many hours that a “rebel Mer-
rimac” had been done for, but during
the'next *’forenoon a ‘negro made his es-
pe to the fleet in &'skiff, and not only
_revealed the true characier of the “mon-
ster,””: but stated that two runners got

ster,""
out durmg the ex,uit-ement. .

nother plan was to drift a raft down
after havmg set up a couple of sticks for

masts; and in one_case at least it was so
arranged that smoke and sparks dssued|
fm;n L & Sy o-st_wk. As saon as theraft- ‘

who were thoroughl'f deiermmed nob to
be captured, and to fight if cornered.
One captain bad a spar and a torpedo
attached to the bow of his eraft, and both
were in position whenever he ran in or
out of Charleston. His intention was
in case a blockader barred his path, to
push straight at her and give her the
benefits of the torpedoes. Curiously
enough, he made seven or eight trips
without even being hailed by a block-
ader.

It is doubtful if any blockade ever re-
cognized by the world was more strietly
enforced orof more damage to the block-
aded. No one expected that it could be
made so stringent that nothing could slip
through.  That was the aim, of course,
put the federals labored under many
purdens. In the first place the confed-
erates purchased the very fastest crafts
afloat. In the next, bad weather wasan
advantage to them. Again, they would
take such desperate chances as dumb-
founded brave men. In a dozen instan-
ces they came down the harkor ataspeed
of fourteen or fifteen miles an hour, and
plunged straight through the fleet and
took the chances. Some were not even
hit by the hot fire instantly opened,
while others fook from three to six can-
non balls into Nassau as relics. Federal
history fawns upon the admirals, puiis
the commodores, and pats the command-
ers on the back, but it stops there. There
is never a word of praise for ‘the thou-
sands who endured the hardships and
braved the dangers of the blockading
stations. Indeed, but for an occasional
magazine article or newspaper sketch,
the country would have forgotten that
we had anything afloat exeept a few
iron-clads.
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Life’s Mockery,

Reine McCloskey's voice is husky
with grief, and over the dimpled cheek
that looks so fair and white in the
moonlight the blushes are chasing each
other in rapid succession. To her right
are the Catskills, their summits bathed
in a flood of silvery ligcht, while at their
base lies the placid Hudson, its shim-
mering surface reflecting the twinkling
stars that are looking down in all fheir
silent splendor from the azure zenith.
Direetly in front of the girl, and lending
to the tout ensemble a soft warmth of
coloring not otherwise obtainable, isa
large jar. Tmmediately behind it stands
Hercules Perkins.

“T am going away,”’ he says.

The girl does not reply. The shadow
of the jar conceals the look of haunting
fear that passes across her face, and the
white lines around the drooping mouth
are not seen by the ors whose words
have caused their presence,.

“Shall you miss me?”’ he said.

The little white hand that rests upon
the back of a chair is {trembling now,
and in the deep brown eyes there are
hot tears of sorrow and pain, Suddenly
Reine qpeaks

“Go away,’” she aa}s in agonized
tones. ‘‘Go away before I tell you that
which had best remain unsaid;”’ and
sobs choke her utterance.

A great light breaks upon Hercules.
Gteppmg quickly to the girl’s side he
places his arm around her. “Tell me
truly, sweetheart,” he says, “doyou love
me?”’

For answer she places a seft white arm
around his neck, and as he bends over
to kiss her the other hand reaches for-

ward, foels cautiously around for an in-

stant, and then, witha wild cry of
agony, Reine McCloskey falls forward in
a Bwoon. iy R

- The doughnut jar is empty —-—-C"Iucago
T.'"ibune. )
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,A I1e that Takes the Pantry.

'Bill Nuckles, a prospector, says the

Denver Tribune, fell down a prospect
shaft’ fnrty feet nght into a nest of black
snakes. Most men would have died of

fright, but Nuckles was not that sortof |

@'m o gzst & Qhavmac'zst

tying on a fresh srake as fast as the rest |

aman, He tied several snakes together
‘and started them up the side of the shaft

went up. Pretty soon the head of the

snakes got over the edge and stal‘ted' .

down hitl ‘Nuckles keptt :ffreah " ' '
prtying .ngnts ‘Oils, Varaish, Stationery,

reptiles until he had used up ‘a eon e of
hundred—every snake there wasin the
shaft. By this time the crowd of snakes

on the outside was strong enough to pull | B
'nRUGS OF ALL KINDS

him out of the shaft, and be soon reached
mﬂ’ a:auch safe and smmd. :

Prices alwaye a8 Jow as the lowest.

sion .Lnd gesture peculiar to himself he
waved his hand gracefully to the cherub
in the gallery and said: ‘‘This is a litle
thing of my own.” It was several mo-
ments before the audience was quieted,
and st intervals ladies and gentlemen
burst into & hearty laugh which became
general again as soon as Barnabee added
the lines of the part—‘‘but I won’t pub-
lish it.” Nothing funnier has ever oc-
curred in the opera house, and many
laughed until they suffered. The father,
mother and child looked inquiringly
about, not having heard the words of
“Bunthorne,” and they had no idea of
the fact that they had involuntarily as-
sisted in making a very pat hit for Mr.
Barnabee.
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The Heathen Chinege.

L
A Chinaman thus describes his exper-
jence at draw poker: ‘I dlaw thlee
carde, get flo acee, bet flive dolla, no-
body elom in. Next timee, I dlaw two
cardse, get flo flushee, bet fifteen dOHd,
everybody clom in, Chinaman busted.”
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Benetits of Accuracy.

A dwarf kangaroo has been diseovered
in Tesas with fore legs only two inches
long, and hind legs only eight inches in
length. The report also says thatitisa
marsupial. We are glad to know this,
as it throws a flood of light on anatomi-
eal structure of tae animal, which will
be duly appreciated by the intelligent
reader, who at first blush might have
imagined that it was a connubial, or a
mandamus, or a habeas corpus, or idio-
synecrasy. In newspaper reporting the
young man will invariably err on the
safe side if he uses plain, unvarnished
language, which will appeal even to the
nominal intelligence of a sleeping-car
eonducter,
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The Frivate Citizen’s Mistake.

When an editor makes a mistake in
his paper all the world sees it and calls
him a liar. When a private citizen
makes a mistake nobody knows it ex-

cepta few friends, and they come around,

and ask the editor to keep it out of the
paper, When the private citizen dies

the editor is asked to write of all his

good qualities and leave out the bad.
When the editou dies the privato citizen
says: ‘‘Now that old liar will get his
deserts.—Oil t‘jfcfy Deraick.

Sﬁmethmg nflnterest to the Public.

One of the largest and most complete stock of goods
in Montana is now being dispiayed at the store of

MORRIS BROS.
HELENA.
The Stock in part consists cf—- -
Crockery,Glass-ware
LAMPS, CHANDELIERS,

PraiNn aAxp DecoraTED TEA, Din-
NER AND TOILET SETS,

Bohemian Glass-ware, Hajolica Ware

RODGER'S PLATED WARE

Comprising—Silver Tea Sets, Water Sels, Cake Baskets,
Berry Dishes, Butter Dzahzs, and everything pertaining
to a complete slock of Stlverware.

Also Baby Carriages, Toys, Dolls, in endless varlety.

Jdmmunilion, Playing Cards,
Poker Checks,

And thousands of articles toi} numerous to mention.

We are the most extensive Fruit Dealers
in Montana, and can supply the trade in
any quantity desired on the shortest notice

The only house in the territory that receives
A. Booth’s OYSTERS Daily.
Fl‘e-‘h gDOdB,

largest stack, and honest treatment.
 ORDERS SOLICITED AND Pmm ATTENDED TO.

MORRIS BROS.,

St. I.ouls Block, Helena,
Main Street. Butte.

M A FLA\JNAGAN

 BENTON, MonTANA. __

___Deale.rm—-— T

Penfummy, Toilet Art.icles,
. Notions, :
Mtl a complete stock of -

..I Mﬂa the Iargnt mui Best.--

_Sdﬁded St‘ock af

#1108 Savettes with (8

National Bank
| Of Helena.

This bank succeeds the old established and well.
‘1§10wn Banking House or L. H. Hershfield &
ro.

Authorized Capital, $500,000
Paid in Capital, - $150,000

president—L. H. HERSHFIELD,
Vice-President—A. J. DAVIDSON,
Cashier—-AARON HERSHFIELD,

Board of Di‘ rectors:

8. 8. HUNTLEY, D. NICHOT,AS
A SANDS, ‘IO“«E%' MORRIS,
THOWAS CRUSE, . H. WESTON,
CHAS LEHMAN, r . HERSAFIRLD,
A. J. DAVIDEON, . HERSHFIELD,

Faxehiange on the commercial centers of
Upited =istes aud ELarope bongel |

Collections and ail bu-in
ceive prompt and thorouyh a

11
e

])(’f’ﬂ cdd 3 acceived and in allowed on ths
same i e’ ioc a specific e

By sold aod #itveirhollion, oold dnet, ores, {er
riforial, conmy LU Zovernment sectrities and -
rants,

Associate Bank:

Bank of Northern Montana,
Fort Benton M ’T

ARTHUB G. H’"T’GH

Attorney at La

bW
—AND-—
NOTARY PUBLIC.

WBTTE ‘-mmuus mnms= . 2 M.7.

 (QHAS. DEXTER,
Assayer and IﬂmeralagisL

815 So. 8th St.
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA.

Every assay warranied. Tmmediaie returns by next
wail,  Birsi-cless velevence.

COPPER, GOLD AND =0,VER, §1.00 EACH.

SYNDICATE HOTEL

Fort Wal&h N.W.T.

THE BEST IO
= T SR 1

I'RL IN THE
Y '/"’

Cood Billiasd Table. Stable
and Coi ol Accommo-
dation.

Eg.' QF. "‘. s!q E“': p .I-

Pronvicloy.

Buy at dealers’
L We will sell you any
rticle i":}r faniily
personal use, i1
(l“a? 1‘1 at Wi

prices.
i

Ly v Ve ld

price. No matter what int,
sendforourCataloc:  fi — oo
tains over 1,500 U

We carry in stog 'L\

variety of goods in

MONTGOMERY Wﬁﬂ% &0

227 & 229 Wabash Ave,
CHICAGO, ILL.

J. D. WEATHERWAX,

DEALKR IN

GENERAL

FAERCHANDISE

vricd, MONTANA.

Hotel, Stables, and Billiard Room run
in connection.

BEST STOPPING PLACE
In the J udlth Basin.

Mehison's Trading g

. SEX MILES SOUTH OF FOoRT
MAGINNES.

————

A complete stock of

' Grenéral Merchandise,

INDIAN GCODS,
And Miners’ Outfits.

Ft.
'h% “’mOTl‘-‘d my atock of merchandise from
8 and addedya large and complete invoice tf
new gﬁods Iam prepared to supply gettlers, miners,
goods and st as low t‘wuroi
” any store in thip section of the country outside

o INO. S, A‘!‘GHIS‘“' :

| -:_:__CABINET SALOON,

AL, LESTER, Prop'r,

HUGHES CITY, - WMONTANA.

’I‘he best quality of

- 'CHOICE CICARS,
aukee Buﬁlad Beer-

| LIQUORS of ALL KIND,

e i acas




