
FORT BENTON TO FORT CONRAD.

A Great Cow Country With Plenty of Oth-
er Resources to Insure Its Rapid

Development.

A trip from Fort Benton to the upper
Marias region, by way of Fort Conrad,
is rather a lonesome one, and it strikes
the wayfarer, ere he is out a day, as a
country of generous scope and magni-
ficent distances. The first ranch on the
road is that of Capt. Narcisse Valleaux,
at the crossing of the Teton, twenty-five
miles from Fort Benton. The captain,
who is a prominent cattle king of the
Teton, has a fine place here, and with
the development of the "upper coun-
try," so near at hand, it will be one of
the most important stations in the coun-
ty. Already it is a good source of rev-
enue to the owner, as scarcely a night
pisses that he has not several guests.
A post office called Valleaux has been
established here and service is had from
Choteau once a week. After the first of
next month, we believe, service will be
put on between Fort Benton and Fort
Conrad, on the Marias, via Valleaux,
so that the residents of the Teton will
have direct mail service from this city
once a week, and the settlers of the up-
per Marias the same. This will be a
convenience that will be appreciated
*by many who heretofore have had no
way of getting mail, except at this city,
a distance of fifty to one hundred miles.

From Nelse's the road takes us over
the long stretch of rolling prairie be-
tween the Teton and Marias, a distance
of about fifty-five miles, to Fort Conrad.
The only habitation to be seen on this
lone road is "Froggy's" cabin at Pen-
d' Orielle coulee and as this was tempor-
arily deserted the ride was all the more
lonesome. The road is through a sec-
tion not very well watered but the grass
is fine and the cattle seen were "rolling
fat." This is certainly a wonderful
grazing country-taking in the entire
scope of upper Marias country, on both
sides of the river-and when the reserva-
tion is opened it will rapidly fill up with
cattle, sheep and horses and be a source
of infinite wealth to Choteau county.
Several thousand head of cattle have
crossed the Marias to the reservation
side, attracted by the luxuriant grasses
that grow there, and they are certainly
haviirg a picnic of it.

Fort Conrad, otherwise known as
Kiipp's post,'is in the Marias valley, at
the Fort Macleod crossing. This was
first an Indian trading post, and the
remnant of the old fort and stockade
still remains, a reminder of the stirring
incidents of this trade in the sixties and
later. Mr. Kipp has supplanted the log
huts with fine frame buildings, and be-
sides a large store building and mam-
moth barn has a neat residence almo't

.completed. The bottom is a beautiful
one, a large portion of which is under

crop of grain. 'i'he water from Dry
Fork can easily be brought upon the
ranch, and work upon the ditch is now
in progress.

Fort Conrad, we believe, is destined
to be the most important business point
on the Marias. It is a natural trade
center for an immense section of coun-
t•ry, and the day of its rapid advance-
ment will date from the opening of the
reservation. Mr. Kipp is even now en-
joying a considerable trade, which is
constantly growing with the settlement
of the valleys adjacent.

The Wind Storm.

About four o'clock this morning one
of the most severe wind storms ever
known in this section occurred and con-
tinued with great violence for about
half an hour. There was no serious
damage done, however. The chimneys
on T. A. Cummings & Co.'s office were
demolished, as were several fences and
signs. The iron roofing on several
buildings was loosened, and in one in-
stance was blown away. The owner
could find no trace of it and supposes it
was blown into the river. The walls in
one or two of the rooms of the new
court house were cracked. The violence
of the wind awakened almost every
one. Many people thought Fort Ben-
ton was in the "eddy of a cyclone," and
were preparing to leave their residences.
The alarm was general and occasioned
as much excitement as the ice gorge
last winter.

The Storm at Helena.

HELENA, November 26.--The wind
took the roof off the school house, Mon-
tana National bank and many other
buildings at this place last uli~t. It
was the severest gale that has visited
this city for many a day.

Northern Montana Qattle JSipmaents.

SThe Manitoba will receive a train load
of cattle D oihe CanadVp Paci-
1c. ThNt *1 " the last shipment

a Facia n to yrrke a
~s~~t ~ i AT thatPIb '8~

road expect to build up a very lucrative
business. The cattle are from the Mon-
tana ranges north of the Missou'ri river.
They are driven overland. to Maple
Creek, a Canadian Pacific station 600
miles west of Winnipeg and 1,055 miles
from St. Paul. The Manitoba receives
the cattle at St. Vincent and brings them
to Minnesota transfer, where they are
transferred to one of the east bound
roads. The projectors of this route ex-
pected to receive all the business of cat-
tle shipped north of the Missouri, as
they claim the trail to the Canadian
Pacific is much better than is that to the
Northern Pacific. Another advantage
they claim is that cattle are not com-
pelled to swim any river, as they have
to do the Missouri when shipped by the
Northern Pacific. The shipments made
this year aggregated 5,000 head.-
Pioneer Press, 23d.
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THE UPPER' MABRIAS.

Something About the Several Stockmen
Who liave Interests in That Section.

Some of the leading cattle owners of
Northern Montana are now located on
the Marias, above and below Fort Con-
rad. The opening of the reservation-
an event we hope soon to have occasion
to chronicle-will remove the center of
stockdom a long ways east and render
their positions on this stream important
ones. The circle outfit (Benton & St.
Louis Cattle company) were the first to
locate permanently on the Marias, some
twenty-five miles below Fort Conrad.
W. P. Turner & Son, breeders of thor-
oughbred as well as range cattle, soon
followed, as also Messrs. Auchard &
Nicholls. During the past season the
TL and ST outfits (Montana Cattle com-
pany and Sands & Taylor) have removed
their vast herds, in the main, to the
Marias and have located ranches above
Fort Conrad a few miles, where a num-
ber of cowboys are headquartered look-
ing after the interests of these compa-
nies.

Willow Rounds, the headquarters of
Sol. Abbott and Henry Powell, is some
twenty miles above Fort Conrad. This
is one of the finest bottoms on the river,
and a location that nature has done
much for. Mr. J. D. Weatherwax had
a trading post here at one time, and see-
ing its great advantages as a stock range,
he became interested with Sol. Abbott
in this business.

Henry Powell is located in the lower
part of the valley and is every year add-
ing to the improvements on his ranch.
When the RiVER PRESS man stopped
to see him he was busily engaged in the
erection of a new house, which he hopes
to have completed this year. Mr. Pow-
ell has a good band of horses and also a
few head of cattle on the range, so that
he is in a fair way to grow into a com-
petence.

Sol. Abbott's fine ranch is just above

ways sought for by every one who visits
that portion of Choteau county, Mr.
Abbott being an old-timer with an un-
limited number of friends. Between
himself and Mr. Weatherwax they have
about 350 head of cattle, as fine speci-
mens of the bovine as can be found in
Montana.

Just above, Mr. Pierce of Deer Lodge
has located and driven in three hundred
head of cattle and a band of horses. At
the time of our visit Mr. Pierce was at
Helena, serving'as a U. S. grand juror,
so that we did not have the pleasure of
making his acquaintance.

These three parties-Abbott, Pierce
and Powell-together with Joseph Kipp,
have an exclusive range, and 'it cannot
be excelled in the west. On three sides
nature has fenced it in by cut banks as
completely as man could have done.
The range thus included is extensive
enough to maintain several thousand
head, but at present there is less than
one thousand upon it. The cattle range
generally on the reservation side, and
by a :ittle care in seeing that they do
not wander too far from the river, and
that regular range cattle are kept apart
from them, the cattle are kept separated
and Vnder the eyes of their owners,
while the trouble and expense of round-
ing up is saved. Three hundred head
of cattle at this place are worth as much
to a man as double the number on the
general range. Mr. Abbott informed us
that during the several years he has
been there he has not lost a single ani-
mal by reason of severe weather or dif-
ficulty of the herd securing feed. His
only losses have been by accidents or
what the starving Piegans may have
killed. That portion of the county
seems specially favored, as the snow
does not stay long and the grass is most
abuidant. It is in the "chinook belt,"'

rnd from what we ca learn tbe good
eIIdici oftthat g.ntal wind are felt to a
greatr eztent than In ainmost any other

,portlon of the teritbory.v i~i"~ f~~&l:'.pu: B*OL ;uuBF5srwp
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Notice of Final Entry..
LAND OFFICE AT HELENA. MONTANA,

October 29, 1884.
Notice is hereby given that the following-named

settler has filed notice of his intention to make final
proof in support of his claim, and that said proof will
be made before Charles I. Spencer, Deputy Clerk of
the District Court in and for Choteau county, at
Port Benton. M. T., on Thursday, December 11, 1884,
viz: Havilah B. Strong, who made homestead applica-
tion No. 1278, for the SX NEM, N% SI•3J section
26. township 21 north, range I west

He names the following witnesses to prove his con-
tinnou- residence upon and cultivation of said land,
viz: John P. Ford, Charles Z ok, James C. Adams
and John Largent, all of Sun River M. T.

w6t F. ADKINSON. Register.

Notice of Final Entry.
LAND OFFICE AT HELENA, MONTANA,

November 1. 1884. f
Notice is hereby given, that the following-named

settler has filed notice of his intention to make final
proot in support of his claim, and that said proof
will be made before Charles L. Spencer, deputy dis-
trict clerk in and for the county of Choteau, at Fort
Benton, M. T.. on Thursday, D cember 11, 1884, viz:
Gage D. Clark. who made pre-emution declar ory
statement No. 6062, for the SM SWW, section 3, S%
SE3 section 4, township 18 north, range T east.

He names the following Witnesses to prove his
continuous residence upon and cultivation of said
land. viz.: Chas. S. Gibson, of Fort Benton. Choteau
county. M. T., and George Dixon, Frank Huy and
Philip Gibson, of Cora creek, M. T.

w6t F. ADKINSON, Register.

Notise of Final Entry.
LAND OFFICE AT HELENA. MONTANA,

October 31, 1884. J
Notice it hereby given that the following-named

settler has tiled notice of his intention to make final
proof in support of h s claim, and that said proof
will be made before Charles L. Spencer, deputy
clerk of the third judicial district in and for Choteau
county, M. T , at Fort Benton. M. T, on Saturday.
December 13, 1884, viz: O-car A. Parson,. who made
pre-emption declaratory statement No. 4149 for the
N% SW4, SWW NWV4 section 14, and the SEJ NEM
section 15. township 21 north, range 8 east.

He names the following witnesses to prove his con-
tinnons residence upon and cultivation of said land,
viz: George P. Mitchell. John Hunsberger, Joseph
Perreanult and Jrre Sullivan, all of Fort Benton, Cho-
tean County, M. T.
w6t F. ADKINSON, Register.

Notice of Final Entry.
LAND OFFICE AT HELENA, MONTANA

November 12. 1884.
Notice is hereby given that the following-named

settler has filed notice of his intention to make final.
proof in support of his claim, and that said , roOt will
be made betore C. L. Spencer. Deputy District Clerk
in and for Choteau county, M. T., at Fort Benton,
M. T , on Tuesday, December 16. 1884, v z: John
Ohern, who made pre-emption declaratory state-
ment No. - for S% NWX and S3 NEBW, section
32, township 25 north. range 4 east.

He names the following witnesses to prove his con-
tinuous residence upon and cultivation of said land,
viz: James Ohern, John S. Galbraith, Jacob Peter-
man and Jackson Ripley, all of Choteau county, M .T.

F. ADKINSON, Register.
J. J. Donnelly, Attorney.

Notice of Final Entry.
LAND OFFICE AT HELENA, MONTANA,

November 10, 1884
Notice is hereby given that the lollowing-named

settler has filed notice of hi. intention to make final
proof in support of his claim, and that said proof
will be made before Charles L. Spenc.-r, deputy dis-
trict clerk in and for Choteau county, M. t., at his
office in Fort Benton, M. T., on Saturday, December
20, 1884, viz: Alexander Burezyceki, who made pre-
emption declaratory statement No. 6353 for the
SEM, and lots 5. 6, 7 and 8. section 12, and lot 5, sic-
tion 11, township 19 north, range 3 east.

He name. the following witnesses to prove his con-
tinuous residence upon and cultivation of said land,
viz: James T. Lee. Frank Gearing. Charles Johnson
and James B. Culley, all of Sand Coulee. Choteau
Co., M. T. F. ADKINSON, Register.

Notice of Final Entry.
LAND OFFICE AT HELENA, MONTANA,

November 12, 1884. f
Notice is hereby given that the following-named

settler has filed notice of his int,"ntiou to make final
proot in support of his claim, and that said proot
will be made before Charles L. Spencer, deputy dis-
trict clerk in and fti Chotean County, M. T.. at his
office in Fort Benton, M. T., on -aturday, December
27th, 1384. viz: S8ephen I. Stoner, who made pre-
emption declaratory stat, ment N o. -. for the WM3
NEM, SEX NWW, NW' SEA section 2 , township
20. north, range 8 east.

He names the following as his witnesses to prove
his continuous residence upon and cultivation of said
land, viz: Charles Rowe, Thomas A. Cummings,
William 8 Wctzel and Frank Watkins, all of F)rt

.: cn, Choteaw county, M. T.
r'. Av i N UiN, Utegister.

Notice of Final Entry.
LAND OFFIcE AT HELENA, M. T.,)

November 15, 1884.
Notice is hereby given that the following-named

settler has filed notice of his intention to make final
proof in support of his claim, and that said proof will
be made before Willis F. Parker, notary public, at
Great Falls. M. T., on Saturday, December TI, 1S44,
viz: Philip Gibeon, who made homestead application
No. 2500, for lots 1, 5, 8 and 9, and the SEX% NEM
section 14, township 20 north, range 8 east.

lie names the following witnesses to prove his con-
tinuous residence upon and cultivation of said land,
vix: Ira Myers, George D. Bud'ngton abd Albeit
G. Huy, of Great Fall , M. T.. and James• W. Matkin
of Johnstown. M. T.

F. ADKINSON, Register.

Notice of Final Entry.

LAND OFFICE AT HELENA, MONTANA,
aNovember 15, 1884.

Notice is hereby given that the following-named
settler has filed notice of his intention to make final
proof in support of his claim, and that said proof
will be made before Willis F. Parker, notary public.
at Great Falls, M. T., on Saturday, December27, 1884,
viz: Silas A. B?achley, who made homestead applica-
tion No. 2559, for the S3 SEX section 5, and the N3
NEM section 8, township 20 north, range 4 east.

He names the following witnesses to prove his con-
tinuous residence upon and cultivation of said land,
viz: AlbertJ Huy. George E. Huy, and George D.
Buddington, of Great Falls, M. T., and James W.
Matkin, of Johnstown, M. T.

F. ADKI NSON, Register.

Notice of Final Entry.
LAND OFFIcE AT HELENA. MONTANA,

November 15, 1884. f
Notice is hereby given that the following-named

settler has filed notice of his intention to make final
proof in support of his claim, and that said' proof
will be made before Willis F. Parker, notary public.
at Great Falls, M T., on Saturday. December ST, 1884,
viz: Sarepta M. Sanders, who made pre-emption
declaratory statement No. 6203, for 'he E" 3 IW3
and the WM SE3" section 4,township 20 north, range
4 east.

He names the following witnesses to prove his eon-
tinuous residence upon and cultivation of said land,
viz: George D. Buddingtin, Herbert O. 1 howen,
Silas A. Beachley and Albert J. Hay, all of G est
Falls, M. T. F. ADKINSON, Register

Notice of FiPlal Entry.
LbawtO8 zci&'A HEL NX, MI4x"jzAN

Novemnber 1, 188
Notice is hereby given, the t lfdlow•lan [d

settler has flied ota e of her nkei ton ato
proof in supportofher la t shia i id piad
be made before Willia : . blic, at
Great Falls, IM. ., on s1# P b27 188.4,
viz: Juadith -lM. Clark. w 4d-
claratory atotement No. = 1, for ath13
8Ev, section N,, towigi qbi
'She nImp the folo~ii# 3t nese+r'E Wu her

continuous residence uo and cultivatio said
land, viz: Albert; J. , . Ha, Rerbert
+. Choren au4 e . ,t.

wols scoect, t.1

Rovesmbvclr: 1694. s

Notice of, Final Entry.
LAND OFFICE AT HELENA, MONTANA,.

November 24, 1884.
Notice is hereby given that the following-named

settler has filed notice of his intention to make final
proof in support of his claim. and that said proof will
be made before E. E. Bywater Justice of the Peace
of Choteau county, M. T.. .at his office in sand Cou-
lee, M. T., on Monday, December dth 1884, viz.:
John G. Ernst, who made homestead application No.
2494 for the SW3 SEX, SEW zW- section 1, and
the WX NE. section 12, township 19 north, range 4
east.

lie names the following witnesses to prove his con-
tinuous residence upon and cultivation of said land,
viz: James A. Walker, Alfred Ladd, Frank Gehring
and James J. Lee, all of Great Falls, M. T.

F. ADKINSON, Register.

Notice of Final Entry.
LAND OFFICE AT HELENA. MONTANA,

November 24, 1884.
Notice is hereby given that the following-named

settler has filed notice of his intention to make final
proof in support of his claim,and that said proof will
be made before Charles L. Spencer. deputy district
clerk of the district court' in and for Chotean county.
M. T., at his oflice at Fort Benton. M. T., on Monday,
December 29th, 1884, viz.: Charles W. Black, who
made pre-emption declaratory statement No. 5048,
for the SW4 SWX section 36. township 20 north,
range 6 east, and the SEX NEX and lot 1, section 6,
township 19 north, range 6 east.

He names the following witnesses to prove his con-
tinuous -residence pon and cultivation of said land,
viz: John G. Ernst, of Great Falls, M. T., and John
B. Wetzel, Henry W; .Millard and Cornelius N. Hack-
shaw, of Fort Benton, Chotean county. M.T.

F. ADKI N SUN. Register.

FIRST NATIONAL BANK
-OF--

Fort Benton.
W. G, CONRAD, President
JOHN W. POWER, Vice-President
E. G. MACLAY, Cashier
R. A. LUKE, Ass't Cashier

Authorized capital...........................$2K0,000
Capital (paid in)....................... ..... 100,000
Surplus and profits.......................... 70,000

TRANSAOT A GENERAL BANK-
ING BUSINESS.

DIRECTORN :
S. T. HAUSER, C. E. CONRAD,
T. C. POWER, JNO. HUNSBERGER,
W. G. CONRAD. R. A. LUKE.
J. W. POWER, T. A. CUMMINGS.

E. G. MACLAY

DAY'S HOUSE,
On Big Springs Creek,

REEDSFORT, XEAM ER COUNT, , T,,
Has recently been fitted up in the very best of style

for the accom'modation of the traveling public.

GOOD STABLING FOR HORSES
In connection with this house.

FRANK DAY. Pron'r.

E. J. MORISON,
Dealer in

General Merchandise,
PHILBROOK, M.T.

One of the Largest and Most Complete Stocks in
Eastern Meagher County.

--

Good Hotel ail Stable Coniected,
IV- Giive me a call and I will guarantee satisfaction.

THE ONLY BRIDGE ON THE JUDITH
AT THIS PLACE.

MERCHANTS'
National Bank

Of Helena.
This bank succeeds the old established and wcll-

known Banking House or L. I•. Hersheleld &
Bro.

Authorized Capital, $500,000
Paid in Capital, - $150,000

President-L. H. HERSHFIELD.
Vice-President-A. J. DAVIDSON.
Cashier-AARON HERSHFIELD.

Board of Directors:
S., S. HUNTLEY, W. D. NICHOLAS,
A.. SANDS, MOSES MORRIS,
THOMAS CRUSE. D. H. WESTON
CHAS. LEHMAN, L. ti HERSHFIELD,
A. J. DAVIDSON, A. HERSHFIELD.

Eaxchange on the commercial centers of the
United States and Europe bought and sold.

Co(Ueetions and allbusiness entrusted to us re-
ceive prompt and thorough attention.

Deposits received and interest allowed on the
same it left for a specified time.

Buy gold and silver bullion, gold dust, ores, ter-
ritorial, county and government securities and war-
rants.

Associate Bank:
Bank of Northern Montana,

Fort Benton M. T.

CHOTEAU HOUSE,
CHOTEAU - Montana.

stages to th •Ealreoad and MpU.pas•e
i the Terriftory.

Choteau Sample Rooms.
Li .e, Feed and Sale Stables.

BERGE B IO HRD8, Proprietor.

FUSf8 VOR SALE.

* m + 'Vine] 4 VW
i sum OF#

W. J: l 1NlNAB,

DRUG G ST
-AND-

Pharmacist,
FRONT STREETi,

FT. BENTON, * r MONTANA

DB ALER IN

Paints, Oils and Yarnish,
Keep always eo hand a full and most complete stock

of line

STATIONERY,

Perfumery, Toilet A rticles,
AND NOTIONS.

FINE CICARS
Of the choicest and most popular brands are kept

constantly m stock.

NEWS AND NOVELTY
DEPOT.

(Opposite the Grand Union Hotel.)

It is the place you are looking for.
You can always find a Cigar to ,uit
your purce, from one for a n ekAtl up
to ten or twenty thousand at wholesale.
at lowest ".Korky" times prices. Note
the price-$1S per thousand, or $•' per
hundred.

I have also a large stock of choice
Chromos and Oil Paintings very cheap.
Jewelry. Pocket Knives, Rogers' plated
Knives, Spoons and Napkin Rinc1 s very
low. Picture Frames, Banjos, Violins,
French Harps, Bird Cages, Dolts, choice
Candies and Nuts. The best and most
complete line of Tobaccos in the mar-
ket, and at the lowest prices. The only
compl te line of Stationery in the city.
I have Iriting Paper in all sizes
of pads and tablets. Green Pruits in
their season.

Call and examine goods and prices.

C. W. CRANE.

The BUYERS' GUIDE is issued March
and Sept., each year; 224 pages, 8)xl11
inches, with over 3,300 illustrations-
a whole picture gallery. Gives wholesale
prices direct to consumers on all goods for
personal or family •.
Tells how to order, and
gives exact cost of ev-
erythingyou use, drink,
eat, wear, or have fun
with. These invaluable
books contain inf@rmation gleaned from
the markets of the world. Wce will mail
a copy Free to any address upon receipt
of the postage-8 cents. Let us l:eaz
from you. Respectfully,
MONTGOMERY WARD & CO

Sat db 880 Wabah Avenrres Ohiago.4 ZU.

M, A. FLANAGAN,
lruggist and Pharmacist

BENTON, MONTANA.
-Dealer in-

Paints, Oils, Varnish, Stationery
Perfumery, Toilet Articles,

Notions,

And a complete stock of

DRUGS OF ALL KINDS.

I have the Largest and Best
Selected Stock of

WALL PAPER
In Jlontana.

MY STOCK OF PLAIN AND FANCY

LAMPS, CHANDELIERS, ETC.,

IS LARGE AND VARIED.

Cigars and Smokers' Coods
Of all kinds

Orders by mail promptly attended to.

M. A. FLANAGAN,
POST OFFICE BUILDING. BE.NTON, M. T.

PARK STABLES!

E. W. LEWIS, Proprietor
Livery, Sale -.ad Feed Stables.

IB~ s aed rr'trammPoby the day, week orM. OBLeo JSpeettavs. Horse~,
,~ Buggie amp :l on hand stt all times

a sal re at ras'onae jwl se

Book and JobPr Eag a speciahlty :t
ah Rzvira Pss offiee.


