
OUR MINI TNG RESOURCES.

A Few Pertinent Remarks cn the Subject
by Mr. Choate.

FOTr IE.'TO[', Decciiber lT, 1s84.
Editor of the River PrcI :

The want of fully understanding and
appreciating the great resourcee of this
(ounItry is the cause of the lack of con-
lidence on the part of somie people in
the future of Fort Benton and northern
Montana. WVhat should he done to
bring to, or make tributary to, Fort Ben-
ton a large population of consumers?

I assume and from my personal ob-
servation and experience feel confident
in asserting that nowhere in the United
States is there a finer surface showing
of mineral than at Neihart and Snow
creek. In nearly every instance where
work has been done to any extent im-
provement has been manifest with every
foot sunk on the vein or lode-a most
favorable and encouraging indication.
The mining interests that lie tributary

to Fort Benton, and of which I shall
speak, are simply inexhaustible. Shall
anything be done to help develop these
mines and bring to the surface the shin-
ing and valuable ores? Of my own
knowledge I know of at least seventeen
mines that have fine walls and well de-
veloped veins, in any of which I can,
by roasting the ore in a fire, bring silver
out so it will be as large as pin heads
and visible all over the specimen. It is
not to be understood that the whole vein
is as rich as described, but usually this
streak of rich ore is from four to ten
inches in width in a vein that will aver-
age from four to eight feet. Usually the
rest of the lead will run from 60 to 300
ounces to the ton. I say usually because
I speak of those leads that I have a
knowledge of. These mines, however,
are owned by poor men who are unable
to develop them and ship the ores.

Ap experiplept of shipping ores has
been tried at Neihart, and the least pos-
sible expense of trapsportation is $100 a
ton. But even with this enormous ex-
pense returns to the amount of $250 to
$300 a ton have been received.

If the foregoing are facts, and I stand
ready to verify every one of them, why
should there be a feeling of discourage-
men t? Our mining interests are the
future great source of wealth and popu-
lation. The stock industry is practically
nothing in comparison. If we open, or
assist in opening, by building roads and
otherwise aiding in the development of r
these mines, we bring to our doors a
population of hardy and industrious
miners who will require all the produce t
our farmers cain taise, giving thema
good home market. t

I venture the prediction that with
proper encouragement a population of
5,000 could be brought to Neihart and
Snow creek in the next two years. The
mines are there and only need develop- f
ment td bring about this result, and such
a population i ould be all consumers and
of some benefit to e .. comnmuittlty,

Whil t htt•Ve iothing to say against t

aiiy 1nterest, it is clear to my mind that a
the mines adjacent to Benton are the
future source of wealth and prosperity
to this town, and our peojle are not
looking to their best interests when they
utterly neglect and ignore the impor-
tance of the mining district referred to, 8
or any other that is tributary and prom- -
ises like good results. G. R. CHOATE. J

More Little Rocky Gold.

T. C. Power & Bro. received to-day
from Thos. O'Hanlon, the merchant
prince of the Little Rockies, nineteen
ounces of gold, being the second lot re-
ceived by the firm in the last week. As
only a small portion of the gold from
this camp finds its way to market
through Benton it is evident that it is
being taken out of the ground in no in-
considerable quantities. The cranks
and croakers who have been so busy in
denouncing this mining district as a
bilk will be compelled to revise their
accounts before many months.

Returned From the North.

Thomas Healy and Edward Flint'ar-
rived in the city yesterday from Silver
City, N. W. T., where they have been
the past year and are the owners of
some valuable mining property. In a
talk with Mr. Flint we learned that the
prospect for those interested in that sec-
tion: is excellent, his confidence in the
future of the mines being unbounded.

The Alberta company, with J. J.
Healy, superintendent, have been com-
pelled to suspend work on the ttunel
•'oneo at of foul air, and are now con-
strdietig a road to the ty itn order
to get. in machinery it prcu h {te
work early in the spring. The money
lSli the treasury to earion this work.
of development, and it will be co*ado :
ed as soon as po•~ble. Tbe twiTelt i
noiwn 2F50 fot, 4id it will e to b
driven as far again two strike*l.
tapping it at* depth of 800 fet fse
lad shews 4ATW 'tts de $#, hb

interested have no douthd itthe,.
of the minee is assured.

is i lIN 4 as 4

covery of what they think is a valuable
roespect this year aind have developed

ct it by sinking a shaft sonie thirty feet in
depth, and exposing a fine body of ore
to view. They had intended to work
on it this winter but snow fell beforeid they ex)ected it and prevented their

is making the necessary preparations.-r They will return inl the spring to re-
in sumne work.

'n J. J. Healy will probably return to
to spend the holidays in Benton, if he can
L- arrange it so as to take a vacation of a

few weeks.

it A Correction.

d Editors of the River Press:

g I have just been informed of a report
w that the Collar mine had been jumped

e on account of a mistake in my survey.1- The absurdity of the story is apparent.

y I have never completed the survey ow-
4t ing to the failure of the company to per-

forfn their part and am certainly not re-
I sponsible for any mistake in the notice

11 of location. The survey of the Oro1 Cache (situated within two miles of the

e Collar) I have completed, and will give
t- $50 to the party who finds my survey
a has located it in the wrong township.
a I did find a mistake in the plat which

the Collar company had when I weiit
there, and so informed the agent of the

r Collar company, who is now reported tos have jumped the mine, I know the
s township as written by be in my notes

i to be absolutely correct. I will guaran-s tee any survey which I make to be cor-

1 rect, but am certainly not responsible

for the mistakes of others. This is not
the first time such falsehoods have been
) circulated, bht the malice is so evident

it reacts upon the perpetrators.
H, P. ROLFE.

----- ter " . ----

Officlal rote for Delegate.

The canvasaing board, composed of
Auditor Woolman, Acting Governor
Tooker and;Marshal Botkin, concluded
the count Tuesday for delegate, which
resulted as follows:
Toole ..................... ..... ......... ....... 13.5t4
Knowlhs ............ .........................13,385

Toole's majority.,.. ... ,,,.... 199

A Story About Gov. Crosby.

A friend of ex-Gov. Crosby. of Mont-
ana, relates the foollowing romantic
episode in his career. When he was a
young man he made a voyage on a clip-
per shin from San Francisco to China.
The captain's wife was on board and
during the long voyage a cordial liking
grew between the couple and the young
traveler. One eveniug, when the vessel
was nearing her destination, the cap-
tain told Crosby that his calling was a
perilous one and that he feared that if
his death should occur his wife might
be sadly in need of friends. He asked
Crosby to promise in that event to be-
friend her. The young man freely
maI e the promise, and in order that it
noi be iorgotiteU t! captain tatiooed the
mark of a heart on his arm and also on
that of the lady. Many years elapsed
and Crosby heard nothing of his com-
panions of the China voyage. Finally,
when in San Francisco again last sUtii-
mer, he inquired among some of the old
merchants and learned that the etpt1ain
was long since dead and that his widow,
son and daughter were living in Wash-
ington territory. He telegraphed them
to meet him in Portland, and had the
satisfaction of being able to be of some
substantial service to them. The CGov.
still carries the" mark on his arm, and
the narrator of this incident comp ared
it with that on the lady's arm at a din-
ner table in Portland when the reunion
of the old friends was celebrated over a
bottle of champagne.

....~ lal- H4,1 ll• ,4i i,. . .

Uharges Against Marshal Botkin.

WASHINGTON, December 6.-Senators
Sabin and McMillan have united in a
request on the president that he remove
A, C. Botkin, marshal of Montana, for
misdemeanor in -office, principally in
connection with the Deer Lodge penit-
entiary. Attorney General Brewster
has sent a special agent to Montana to
take evidence in the matter of charges
filed by ex-Governor Crosby last month.

The Cl•teago Election Fraud.

CHICAGO. December 8.--Joseph C,
Mackin, secretary of the Cook county
democratic. central committee, was
arrested this- evening on complaint of
A. M. Dayr, Secrtary of the citilens
committee, which has undertaken to
unearth the fraudsin tiw9th klgislative
district o this state- - W, emnan and
Rondoltps ••pd h ti republican
and demo*tEc ,andidates respectively.
The e t A resn Mackin with
atd s fote aiktkown person or per-

,ons about Aovem:erI in substit ting
ove &)O aradulent blots for a like

-ai a
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THE PROMISED LAND.

A Cowboy's Opinion of the Great

Grazing Lands of the North-
ern Reserve.

A Meadow of 40,000 Acres in One Stretch

-The Place to Look for fiomes and

Stock Ranges When the Re-
serve is Opened.

The Messrs. Lang Bros., of Miles City,
with a number of their cowboys, had
occasion recently to take a ride into the
upper Milk river region and were sim-
ply delighted with the country seen.
One of the party gave an account of
their travels to the Stock Grower's Jour-
nal, from which we make the following
extracts :
.Several weeks since Messrs. G. W.

Lang and John Lang, with several of
their cowboys-of whom the writer is
one-having occasion to ride over a
large scope of country north of the Mis-
souri, some account of that region. may

.interest l)arties looking for range.
Swimming their saddle ponies and

pack animals across the Missouri near
the mouth of Hell creek and crossing
themselves in a skiff, the party followed-
up a dry creek for a time, and turning
almost northeast entered a bad lands
country, rolling but not very rough,
scantily grassed, with little pools of very
bitter water, Nearing Milk river after
two days' ride, this almost desert region
changed abruptly to the finest grasses of
all Montana kinds, with abundant shel-
ter for cattle. Along Milk riverare vast
stretches of fertile loam, covered with a
growth of sunflowers, always an indica-
tion of warm, rich soil. Milk river is
well timbered with cotton wood for
building and fencing. Its water is
abundant and pure, but near its lower
end its banks for several days' ride are
too steep and miry for cattle to water at
all. Several days' ride up-river the banks
became sandy and firm. It receives here
a number of tributary creeks, whose
pure, clear water ripples over pebbly,
firm bottoms. The further up-river one
rides the better becomes the country for
grazing. This season thousands of tons
of hay conuld have been cut there in every
direction.

Nearing the Indian reservation of Bel-
knap the party discovered(?) a lake
about twelve miles long, and seemingly
deep and well stocked with fish. Around
this lake was the best summer range the
writer ever sawe

At Belknap, in charge of Maj. Lin-
coln, the Indians this season raised
an abundant crop of cereals, hay and
roots; corn about 50 bushels per acre;
saw there 26 potatoes weighing 60 lbs.
The Indians have a surplus of 7,000
bushels more than they will need for
winter use, They will have snug
shacks built, their ponies are increasing,
are hog fat, and they seem to be coi-
tent under Maj. Lincoln's rule. Further
on the Gro' Veuntdt occupy a perfect
paradise of a stock region. At the time
our party passed (October 14th-18tb) the
bunch grass was green and luxuriant.

At Fort Assinaboine, reputed to be the
ifiest, best built garrison in the north-

west, we learned that cattle and horses
always wintered well there and come
out fat in the spring. Contractor Broad-
water's work steers and mules running
near the post were grass fat at the time
of our visit. At this time we were only
35 miles from the British line, but,
although in October, the. nights were
frosty and the days deliciously pleas-
ant.

Turning southward we passed along
the eastern bare of Bear's Paw moun-
tains, among creeks and lakes and
beautiful meadows without number,
the great features being abundant feed,
fine shelter and pure, running water,

But in the basin between Bear's Paw
and the Little Rockies as far as the eye
could reach lay the finest grating region
seen. The weather was getting sharp,
but flowers were in bloom by the road-
side, and this in the latter part of Oetto-
ber. If any reader thinks we exagger-
ate the worth of the Little Rockies as a
grasing region let him see it himself.
He'll be converted.

Turning eastward from the Little
Rockies we rode extensively over an-
other splendid grazing region, well
watered by what we believee to be the
Conchetto, the Fourchetter and Beaver
creeks. though we are not certain. of
.these names, none ofus having been in
that country before. Further southeist
we traveled the greater part o6fF! e day
over a long meadow which muat have
contained at least 40,000. acres, of god
bay Iaud. Then turnig inte the ~ 'sb
landaand broad bottoms along the Mi-
souri, we sought our ;$aiginl orossing

e Van Bures near the m outf f

In coinludig thip 1 rt1 le is 1aecs-

eR iil," i

BUNDY & PRICE,
PH,aOTOGRAPHERS

Proprietors, TRAIN'S GALLERY,

Cutler St., near the head of Mlain,
HELENA, M. T.

We are now prepared to do better work than ever.
CfaJ and see for yourdelves.

MERCHANTS'
National Bank

Of Helena.
This bank succeeds the old established and well-

Known Banking House or L. H. I ershfleld &

Authorized Capital, $500,000
Paid in Capital, - $150,000

President-L. H. HERSHFIELD.
Vice-President-A. J. DAVIDSON.
Cashier-AARON HERSHFIELD.

Board of Directors:
S. S. HUNTLEY, W. D. NICHOLAS,
A. SANDS, MOSES MORRIS,
THOMAS CRUSE, D. H. WESTON,
CHAS. LEHMAN, L H. HERSHFIELD,
A. J. DAVIDSON, A. HERSHFIELD.

Exchange on the commercial centers of the
United States and Europe bought and sold.

Collections and all business entrusted to us re-
ceive prompt and thorough attention.

Deposits received and interest allowed on the
same it left for a specified time.

Buy gold and silver bullion, gold dust, ores, ter-
ritorial, county and government securities and war-
rants.

Associate Bank:
Bank of Northern Montana,

Fort Benton M. T.

FIRST NATIIONAL BANK
- O-

Fort Benton.
W. G, CONBAD. President
JOHN W. POWER Vice-President
E. G. MACLAY, Cashier
Ri A. LUKE, Ass't Cashier

Authorized capital..................... ..... 20,0
Capital (paid in) .......................... 100,000
Snrplus and profits...,,,,.., . .,,,,,, 7o0orn

TRANSACOT A GENERAL BANK-
ING BUSINESS,

DIRECTORN :
S. T. HAUSER, C. E. CONRAD,
T. C. POWER, JNO. HUNSBERGE•R,
W. G. CONRAD. R. A. LUKE.
J. W. POWER, T. A. CUMMINGS,

E, G. MACLAY

BANK
-OF-

NORTHERN MONTANA
Transact a General Banking

Business.
Buy and sell Exchange on the commercial centers of

the United States.

PAY INTEREST on TIME DEPOSITS
Will ive special attention to the business of North.

ern and Central Montana, and will make such
loans to stock men and farmers as are

suited to their requiremehts.

Local Securities a Specialty.
Collectinhs and atl other business entrmutet tt, tus will

recaive prompt and careful Ittentibn.

t zzi~rB Dh & CO.
.FBOOT'Stat ~ •O•ORT BNTo. M. T.

CHOTEAU HOUSE,
CHOTEAU - Montana.

Sitages to the Railroad and all points
in the Territory.

Choteau Sample Rooms.
Livery, Peed and Sale Stables.

.GEORGE RICHARDS, Proprietor,

HONT•AU - MTiT.

171mg, I4 # s,,ad Oager.

&ip IM uu

W. J. l iil

-AND-

Pharmacist,
.FRONT STRE ",

FT. BENTON, - -* o N T A

DEALER IN

Paints, Oils and Varnish,
Keep always on hand a full and most completw stock

of line

STATIONERY.

Perfumery, Toilet A rtice4.
AND NOTIONS.

FINE CICARS
Of the choicest and most popular brands are a l 1

constantly in stock.

NEWS AND NOVELTY
DEPOT.

(Opposite the Crand Union Hotel.)

It is the place fyou arc looking f•,."
You c"(in alw':ays find Ca 'i•ar (to ;•:.it
your puri'"(, *from one tfor an l k,'/ !lp
to ten or twn ty thousond (at wh1 o c. <a/le,
at lowest "KJorky" timr.s jpre,,'s. Note
the price-$1S per thousand, or $21j)r
hundred.

I have also a large stock of choice
Chromos and Oil Paintings very cheap.
Jewelry, Pocket Knives, Rogcer.' plated
Knives, Spoons and Napkin RmTn!s very
low. Picture Frames, Banjos, Violins,
French Harps, Bird Cages, Dolts, choice
Candies and Nuts. The best and most
complete line of Tobaccos in the mar-
ket, and at the lowest prices. The only
comple te line of Stationery in the city.
I havet IWriting Paper in all sizes
of pads and tablets. Green Fruits in
their season.

Call and examine goods and prices.

C. W. CRANE.
The BrYERs' GUIDE is issued March

and Sept., each year: 224 pages, 8`x11.i
inches, with over 3,300 illustrations--
a whole picture gallery. Gives whole~a1e
prices direct to consumero on all goods f:-
personal or family u-.
Tells how to order, and
gives exact cost of C7-
erythingyou use, drink,
eat, wear, or have fun
with. These invaluable
books contain information gleaned from
tbhe markvts f the wor('l, We will •ail
a copy Free to ny address ;pon receipt
of the postage--8 cents. Let us Lear
from you. Rerpectfully,
MONTGCMERY WARD & CO

* *ar IPa Wpb. Areave w, Clkagos I

M. A. FLANAGAN,
Druggist and Pharmacist

BENTON, MONTANA.
-Dealer in--

Paints, .O11, OL Vrnzsh, Stationery
Perfumery, Toilet Articles,

Notions,

And a complete stock of

DRUGS OF ALL KINDS.

I have the Largest ~nd iPeNf
Selected Stocl of

WALL PAPER
In .JIontana.

MY STOCK OF PLAIN AND FANCY

LAMPS, CHANDELIERS, ETC.,

IS LARGE AND VARIED.

Cigars and Smokers' Coodts
Of all kinds.

Orders by mail promptly attended to.

M. A. FLANAGAN,
PO8T OFFICE BUILDING. BENTON. M. T.

I A Tlo EWill b e RE
and r ~yteamr ithou t
orde l It coas illustrations. prices,

dgicjii n' and 4 tions for iant mg all
V andd ,l o SEEDJ, etIcBS,0 etc.M.FERRY&QO.D~T

E. J. MORI SON,

uert l Mearehandise,
PHIJBROe~ PI OK, M.rT.

Oeo o" te I.rgeat M td oate omplete Stockse n.

e- --

Sat 8I a 8 Connntatat
annt amr a wa s

Y~a~Bk$EOTt~rr~iet_id loV1~,"~rt ?LAA


