
WOOLSTONS WORDS.

interesting Inter view With The Gentleman
Concerning Fort Benton and Her

Future.

Wednesday a RIVER PRESS represen-

tative found Mr. Geo. F. Wooliston at

leisure and inquired. "How are you get-

ting along with the water works and elec-

tric light plant?"
"Splendid," was the reply; "everything

is progressing as rapidly as the most san-

guine could desire."
"When do you expect to turn on steam?"

"0, probably in ten days or two weeks.

Delays and accidents of course will occa
Sionally happen and possibly something

may occur to hinder us though I don't ex-

pect it."
"Have you taken the trouble to investi-

gate the resources of Fort Benton?"
"Yes."
-What do you think of her future?"
"Why, it's plain as A, B, C. The town

is a natural center of trade; it always has

been since white men entered the country,
it always will be; but I look to see it a
manufacturing place also; you have here a

water power superior to that of Great

Falls, which we hear so much about. All

your people have to do is to decide to act

upon any one of the various manufactur-

ing enterprises that are practicable and
then go ahead. If I live to be five years
oider and do not see flouring and woolen
mills in operation at Fort Benton I shall

lose all faith in my own judgment."
"You then feel sure such manufacturies

will be built inside of five years?"
"Well, it's 'money makes the mare go,'

as the old saying has it. If the project is

started I am prepared to take stock in

either a flour or woolen mill. Aside from

the indirect benefits you would receive

from the organization of such projects in

the shape of increased population, etc., I

think inside of two years the capital in

ve.sted would be returned."
"Then you look to see this town grow

very rapidly?"
"Certainly. Taking no account of man-

nifacturing industries, you don't want to

forget that Fort Benton is located at the

head of navigation on the Missouri, which

is a factor that enters into every calcula-

tion on freight tariffs in Montana. No,
there is no necessity for discussing the

matter. To my mind the future of this city

is so manifestly plain that a school boy

ought to be able to grasp the situation at
a glance."

Here the gentleman was called away to

the pump house and the reporter reluc-

tantly withdrew.

Accident Near WVillistowni--Seven RailroaRd

Employes Severely Injured.

From private sources we learn that the

east-bound Manitoba train which passed

here last night about 9 o'clock was thrown

from the track this afternoon by a broken

rail and hard snow near Williston. Seven

employes of the road engaged as snow

shovelers were badly injured. They are

receiving every attention possible and are
as comfortable as could be expected un-

der the circumstances. The locomotive

and trucks and two box cars are off the

track and three rails torn up. No one
was killed. No further particulars can
be secured this afternoon.

Still Cutting.

Yesterday a telegram was received by
General Agent Stokes of the Northern Pa

cihic, announcing that the Chicago, Mil-

waukee & St. Paul yesterday quoted freight

rates from Chicago or Milwaukee to St.

Paul as follows: First class, 20c.; second
(c!ass, 20c.; third class, 14c.; fourth class,

13c.: fifth class, 12c.; sixth class, 8c. Later
.Mr. Stokes was advised that the Chicago,

St. Paul & Kansas City, and the Chicago,

Burlington & Northern roads had met the

cut freight rates announced by the Chicago

Milwaukee & St. Paul. Shippers are in-
formed that these rates are governed by

either the Western or official classifications,
whichever makes the lowest rates. Par-

t icular attention is called to the fifth and

sixth class rates (12 and 8 cents,) which
inc:lude such articles as apples, beans, beef
and pork, canned goods and many other

kinds of grocers' articles, many kinds of

drugs and hardware, hoots and shoes,

brick, glass and hides.---Independent 12th.

The WVork of Young Hoodlums.

O(ne of the meanest acts that has been

made public in this vicinity for some time

occurred at John O'Marr's slaughter

house a few days ago. The butchers had

tben slaughtering beeves and went to

dinner, leaving the house open as was

their usual custom in the day time. Re-

turning they found that some one had

entered the house and with knives had

tried to see how much mischief they could

do. Using the butcher knives they had

mutilated a number of beef hides by cut-

ting them into strips, and the beeves

hanging on the gambles were hacked and

cut in every conceiveable shape, totally
unfitting it for the market.-Husband-
man.

The Billings and Benton Railroad.

. Mr. John H. Conrad, a leading merchant
and cattleman of eastern Montana and

Wyoming, was in the city yesterday. He
has large mercantile establishments at

Billings and Miles City in Montana, and
at Buffalo and Sheridan, in Wyoming,
each of which does an extensive wholesale
and retitil trade. Mr. Conrad expresses
unlimited confidence in the rapid growth

of Billings from this time forth. He is

well acquainted with the mineral re-

sources tributary to that city, and be-
lieves the development of the great coal

banks on Rock creek will be of immense
advantage to it. He says the construc-
tion of the Benton & Billings branch of
the Northern Pacific will be commenced
at an early date.--Daily Miner.

Jack Garland Finally Arrested.

Jack Garland, who has been in this vi-
cinity about six months, was arrested on
Wednesday by Deputy Sheriff Merrill, of
Wickes, on the charge of attempted high-
way robbery at that place about a year
ago. It seems that Jack's partner in the
transaction stood trial at Wickes and was
acquitted, but Jack twice escaped from
Sheriff Merrill before the trial, the last
time by knocking him down, and made
his way to the Northwest territory,
whence he came to Choteau. To make
sure of his prisoner this time Merrill put
him in irons and left on Thursday's coach
for Helena. The Claude Duval business
evidently doesn't pay in these parts.-
Calumet.

WVHAT SANDERS SAYS.

The Attorney of the Northern Pacific Does
Not Object to the Helena Convention.

Colonel W. F. Sanders, of Helena, was
in Butte yesterday, and being asked by a
Miner reporter, his opinion of the agitation
against patenting mineral lands to the
Northern Pacific, said: "It is as well that
this matter is being agitated, as it will
lead to a determination of the mineral and
agricultural lands in Montana. At the
same time there was no danger of any pat-
ents being issued for the lands in question,
as there was no action being taken to
secure patents, and no definite prospect.
In the meantime mineral locations made
on railroad lands are just as good as any
where else, and if the company undertook
to defeat such locations, the burden of
proof would be on the company. Title
does not rest in a corporation as it does in
an individual who patents a homestead or
pre-emption, and it would be more difficult
for a corporation to hold lands not in-

tended in the grant. As to whether the

company would obtain indisputable rights
to minerals other than iron and coal, by
patent, that is a question of law that I
am not now prepared to give an opinion

on."-Miner.

Plucky Juvenile Hunters.

One day last week a couple of J. M. Hol-
liday's young sons, one twelve years old
and the other younger, were out hunting
bobcats, when in rambling through the

willows their dog bayed something which
proved to be a mountain lion. Not think-
ing it prudent to attack the king of beasts
with a shotgun, the oldest boy took the
gun and stood guard until his brother

went home and got a rifle, determined to
fire upon his game if it attempted to move

away, but the dog was sufficiently inter-
esting to detain the master of the moun-
tains until the little fellow arrived with
the rifle, one shot from which laid the lion
cold. This was pretty good pluck for

boys. The day following they killed a

lynx, and that night some animal got hold
of their dog and tore him up fearfully,
and the boys think they have a, show of
finding another lion.-Missoulian.

Two Omaha Men Happy on $12,500.

Yesterday the two happiest men in Oma-

ha were at the restaurant of F. Poppen-

dick, at the corner of Howard and Thir-
teenth streets. Poppendick, the genial

host, and Robert Price, wholesale butcher
of Tenth street, were the joint winners of

a fourth share of the second capital prize
of $50,000 in the Louisiana State Lottery.
21,301 was the lucky number.-Omaha,
(Neb.) Bee, Dec. 29.

A BRACE OF LIONS.

Two of the Royal Rocky Mountain Beasts
Killed in Deer Lodge County.

Ed. McKinstry has been prospecting in

the mountains about half way between

Butte and Deer Lodge, and has a cabin
built there, says the Inter Mountain. He

lived alone, with the exception of the com-

pany of a setter. A few mornings ago,
while he was getting breakfast, he left the

cabin door standing open, and presently
his dog made its appearance in the door
in a condition of great excitement. The
dog faced about, the hair on its back
stood straight up, and it gave vent to low
growls of mingled anger and fear, which
brought Mr. McKinstry quickly to see
what was the matter. On looking out of

the door he was startled to see two im-
mense mountain lions out in the timber
close to the cabin. One, the female, was

crouched as if about to make a spring to-
wards the open door, while the male was
a few feet further away behind a log,
which partially concealed him.

Mr. McKinstry recognized the danger of
the situation at once, and hurriedly seiz-
ing his Winchester, and with quick, direct
aim, he sent a bullet through the lion-

ess's brain. Throwing, another cartridge
into position, he fired next at the lion, on-
ly the upper portion of whose body was
visible above the log. The beast drew
down out of sight, and Mr. McKinstry

could not tell whether he had killed it, or
whether he was "laying for him." The
dog made a dash around the log, however,
and as it did not appear again, McKinstry
carefully reconnoiterd. He found the dog
hanging on the lion's throat and tusseling
with him. The lion had been shot through
the shoulders, and both of them wore bro-
ken, so he was trying to get at the dog
with his hind claws, and in the meantime
they were having a lively fight with the
dog getting the best of it. MeoKi~gry,
with another well directed shot, puthe
lion out of his misery.

Both of the beasts were large, and.
the le was es• l so They would
mke flntesipeoi ` WIr lyr preserved.

MYSTERY SOLVED.

The Remains of James Williams Brought to
Town and Identified--The Coroner's

Inquest--His Career in Montana
--The Burial.

On Sunday, January 22nd, as Messrs.
Thos. Lacy and W. J. Packard were com-
ing into Fort Benton from their homes on
the Shonkin, they were astonished at
finding a valise on the prairie near the
junction of the Highwood and Shonkin
roads. The RIVER PRESS of the following
Monday in speaking of the matter said:
"It (the valise) was discovered in the snow
some distance from the traveled road, and
resting right end up as if it had been set
there by the owner, Attached to the
handle of the valise was a short piece of
cotton rope doubled and just about long
enough to go over the shoulder. The
gentlemen who found it are at a loss to
account for the manner in which it came
there, as it was too far from the road to
have been dropped from a wagon or pack
animal. They brought the valise to town
and it wvas opened to see if the owners'
name could be ascertained. A statement
of account made out in the name of "Hen-
ry Williams" by H. R. Masy, of Forsythe,
Montana, bearing date May 6th, 1887, was
the only paper found.

The mystery of the valise was soon af-
ter, to some extent, cleared, by the infor-
mation that Williams had passed the
ranch of Mike Lynch a few days before
on foot, and en route to Fort Benton.
The day was severely cold and stormy and
Mr. Lynch invited Williams to stop and
take dinner, which he declined, saying he
was not hungry and was in something of a
hurry to reach town. This was the last
seen of the unhappy man alive.

SEARCHING PARTIES

were at once organized and every possible
effort made to rescue him if living or to
discover his remains if dead, but all to no
purpose. Investigation showed that he
had been at the ranch of Winm. Stedman,
to whom he had loaned a small sum of
money, and who had paid him by an or-
der on the well known sheep firm of Peck
& Lacy, and that he had set out on the
return trip the day following. The mys-
tery of his disappearance remained un-
solved until yesterday, when the body was
discovered as reported in Thursday's is-
sue.

Under instructions from Justice of the
Peace Geo. W. Crane Messrs. J. L. Adams
and P. Smith immediately went to the
scene and brought in the body, which was
taken to the undertaking rooms of the lat-
ter to await the action of a coroner's jury.
This morning the jury was summoned.
On viewing the remains, they were found
though somewhat discolored, to be in a
perfect state of preservation. About the
eyes a handkerchief was found, which
would lead to the supposition that previ-
ous to death the deceased had either been
suffering from snow blindness or had be-
come delirious. The pockets were exam-
ined and a purse containing one dollar
and ten cents in silver found, together
with a pipe, several plugs of tobacco, a
knife and other articles of trifling value.
Mr. Adams stated that the body lay ex-
actly one hundred and six paces to the
left of the Highwood road, with hat and
box of matches beside it. The body was
well dressed, and boots and a pair or arc-
tic overshoes protected the feet. After
fully investigating all facts relating to the
case the following verdict was returned.

TERRITORY OF 31MONTANA, Ss
COUNTY OF CHOTEAU.
An inquisition holden at Fort Benton,

in the county of Choteau, on the 17th day
of February, A. D. 1888, before me, Geo.
W. Crane, a justice of the peace, acting
coroner of said county, upon the body of
Henry or James Williams, there lying
dead, by the jurors whose names are here-
unto subscribed, the said jurors upon
their oaths do say that the said Williams
came to his death from exposure on the
prairie between Highwood and Fort Ben-
ton on or about January 20th, 1888.

In testimony whereof the said jurors
have hereunto set their hands the day
and year aforesaid.
J. H. Rice, J. H. Caldwell,
Clark Tingley, J. L. Adams,
Fred. M. Wilson, Geo. D. Patterson.

A feature developed by the examination
was that when the body was discovered
by Messrs. David Morrow and Alfred
Shanks a steel watch chain depended from
the vest pocket, to which a watch was pre-
sumably attached, as the deceased was
known to carry one; but when Adams and
Smith reached the scene the chain had
disappeared and no watch was found at
the inquest.

The following note, written on a piece
of manilla paper, was received yesterday:
Messrs. T. C. Power & Bro:

I think I have found the man that got
lost in the storm last winter on his road
to the Shonkin. I am camped close by
the wire fence. Send coroner out and I
will direct him to the place. Send to-
night. CHAs. MUGGA.

Mr. Clark Tingley identified the de-
ceased as James Williams and said he had
known him since 1863, at which time he
arrived in Virginia City with the notorious
Jack Slade, who afterward figured so con-
spiciously in the history of the Vigilante
operations of those times and was finally
hung by them for murder, Previous to
this he had worked on the old Overland
stage line as a stock tender, and his first
enterprise in Montana was working a min-
ing claim in Alder gulch in company with
James and John Kelly, Jim Blevens and
Mart Taylor. Afterward he drifted down
to Ghyeynnes where he remained some
years, and since returning has worked on
ranches in varioes portions of the terri
tory. He was employed for some months
last summer as sheep herder by Peck &
Ly, but:wasM workn orian y one -t
the time of ris death. Desed was
about 50 years of age, and so far as known
has no relIVp i tis country.

The boy .P Interi d 'in Riversid
cometaiy rt aeroon.

THIED PIONEER

STATIIflT lOUSE.
I keep a full line of

Blank Books and Stationery.
A tiner line of Books always in stock,

and constantly en route.

CI Gk .A. EL 9'
Imported and Domestic,

Of most popular brands. I keep the finest

SMOK' wG AND CHEWING
T _EBACOO.

FRUITS, JEWELTY,
An endless variety of

FANCY GOODS,

TOYS AND NOTIONS,

SHEET MUSIC,
V USICAL INSTRUMENTS,

CHIROMOS,

Picture Frames, Pocket Cutlery,
Combs, Etc., Etc.

GEO.W. CRANE.
Opposite Grand Union Hotel.

CHAS. K. WELLS,
Bookseller

-AND-

Stationer,
HELl A - - M•ONTANA.

Dealer in Fancy Goods, Mirrors, Mouldings, Notions,
Toys, Wall Papers.

Montana Agent for Steinway & S en's Pianos, Chick-
ering & Son's Pianos, Chicago Cortage Organs,

White Sewing Machines, Victor School
Furniture, the Caligraph Writing

Machine. Legal Text Books,
Pioneer Press Line of Montana Legal Blanks.

I" Correspondence requested in regard to any of
the above lines of good~.

Over 6,000,000 PEOPLE USE

RY' 'EED
WO.M.FERRY&CO.

are admitted to be the
Largest Seedsmen

in the world.
D. M. FERRY & C0'8

Illustrated, Deserip.
thre and Priced

SEED
ANNUAL

For 1888
willbe mailed
REETOALL
applicants, and

customers with-

Every person ams
Carden, FleldorFlower

D. M. FERR Y&CO.,Detroit.Mich.

0h SBUYERS' GUIDE PI
issued Sept. and March,
each year. 4"- 312 pages,
8Y x 11 inches,with over

3,8500 llmustrations - a
whole Picture Gallery.
GIYVES WbTholesale Prices

direct to consumers on all goods for
personal or family use. TeUls how to
order, and gives exact cost of every-
thing you use, eat, drink, wear, or
have fhn with. These INVALUABLE
BOOKS contain informnation gleaned
from the markets of the world. We
will mail a copy FREE to any ad-
dress upon receipt of 10 cts. to defray
expense of mailing. Let us hear from

you. Rcspecttdly,

MONTGOMERY WARD & CO.
227 as 229 Wbpasb Avenue, Chicago, II1.

BUY YOUR

--OF-

BEN, R, ROBERTS & CO,

Write to them for their New
Illustrated Price List,

HELENA - - - Montana.

Sheep for Sale!

HAVE SHEEP FOR SALE,

Of any kind, sand in numbers to suit parchasers.
Purchasers Can select straight ewes, ewes sad
lambs, stock sheep, oIr wethes.

Address-

GE1 . D. PAITTERE )N,
Fort •eton, M. T.

JNO. T. MURPHY & CO., Helena. MURPHY, HIOGINS & CO., Deer Lodge.

MURPHY, MACLAY & CO.,
FORT BENTON and GREAT FALLS, M. T.

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL DEALERS IN

CROCERIES, WINES and LIQUORS,
CIGARS and TOBACCO,

HEAVY and SHELF HARDWARE,
Cooking, Heating and Camp Stoves, Miners', Freighters' and Farmers' supplies,

Sheep Dips, Wool Sacks and Twine, Tents and Wagon Covers.

Schuttler Wagons, Agricultural Implements,
PORTER IRON ROOFINC,

Tin Roofing put on to order. We have a well equipped Tin Shop. All kinds of
Tin Goods manufactured to order or repaired.

Will receive and forward WOOL, SHEEP PELTS and RIDES,
or any kind of merchandise. Fire-proof storage warehouse.

MURPHY, MACLAY & CO.
COR. FRONT AND BENTON STS. FORT BENTTON, M. T.

The Montana Stables
FORT BENTON, Montana,

Have been RE-OPENED and re-fitted with new stock by the undersigned.

Livery, Sale and Feed Stables.
Good Saddle Horses, Fast Teams, Fine

Carriages and Buggies.

Good Corral, and best of accommodations.

- - -:o:--

Rates Reasonable. DAN SAMPLES,
Proprietor.

M. A. FLANAGAN,
F -- DRUGGIST,
FORT BENTON - - MONT.

-DEALER IN-
Prescriptions___g ls, Notios, Tuilt ticlas,Cnmpoun4ed. i , 

%`11 Perfumery, Pat. Medicines,
Orders by Mailcee PAINTS AND OILS,

Early Attention Wall Paper, and Building Paper,

Stationery and Choice Cigars.

CHOTEAU HOUSE,
FORT BENTON, M. T.

-- o: Thoroughly Repaired and Improved :o-

BEST TABLE AND BEST ACCOMMODATIuN IN THE CITY.

o rPRICES REASOJA aMXEr=

JERE S ULLIVAN, Prop'r.

J. R S.ANFFOftD,
Furniture, Carpets and Wall Paper,

1 12 and 114 Broadway, HELENA, M. T.

Orders by mail promptly fllied.

ESTABLISHED 1877.

JAS. MOe LTAN & CO.,
PROPRIETORS OF THE

Minneapolis Sheepskin Tannery,
AND DEALERS IN

HIDES, SHEEP PELTS, FUS, WOOL, TALLOW
Ginseng and Seneca Root.

SHEEP PELTS &; FURS A SPECZALT"Y.
101, 103 & 10 Secoend St North. MINNEAPOLIS, MINN.

Shipments Solicited. Write for Circulars.

It d Id I'Irp*

th, asiem n to ,b inas. or cause pain

POh ono tleoh e innsc 4oecuss

Tota awho r the amany obasouad e T3METh Xs
aot at•• .- ,,t diSb.OremPd itEs.aourYnar.--ogi.,.3. To Sa.,'e, '.:7i

vrWo or, ortoofreH dIthemme etrtroubend us HARRIS REMEDY CO. pt CHEMI•T,
IT*L&JjaEP AO YBruwti*u t d phletIe. , 806 3 rr.Tiath8atr 8T.LOUS M3.

a UWTaU PEaOm8 ave 1R FRrial N of our AnIl saflb. Ask for Teatl

WHITE FACE FARM,
Six miles from Helena.

w7. c'. cI-IIi.ID.
Breeder of Thoroughbred Registered

EBOR9D GAT

Most Noted Families In the World.

W"4 A $3.00 premium and the URIvR
PRfs one year, for $3.50.

STEELE & NEULL,
Real Estate and Loan Brokers,

HELENA, M. '.

Wr Investments made for Non-residents.
Refer to C. Broadwater and T. c. Power, Helena.

Op, rezpesesse. soteited.

H. P. ROLFE.
ATTOt EYIC-AT-LAW.

hlausble Fort tto and Great Falls town iotr
sad aTi otesa land for sale.

UGREAT FA4., -- - - MONTANA.


