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How Sewell Ford Hnm Developed a
New FKield In Filction,

This is the story of a mau who writes
stories, of a small man with a big brain
and the nerve and endurance and per-
sistence that tell in every walk of life,
About eight years ago Sewell Ford, a
hardworking newspaper man, decided
that he would write short stories worthy

:Galifornia’s breat

MOVING SIDEWALKS.
NEW YORK'S _L;TEST SCHEME OF
PASSENGER TRANSPORTATION.

How Thousands Will Be Carried to
and Fro on Continuous Moving
Underground Platforms — Detalls
©of n Novel Plan.

Faro Deal
Gragedy

Hotwthe Career of Johnny

4 Orange Crop s e

at 6,500,000 Boxes A Pick.
U F

HILE in New England and the
middle states farnace fires are
still a necessity and  snow
squalls ‘chifi hapes of an early
spring, while ‘the wheat belt

8

farmers are just thinking about doing !

their first plowing, ¥n southern Califor-
mia the golden oranges are hanging
thick on the trees, £nd pickers go forth
in the warm sunshine to zather the
2reat bunches of Tuscious fruit.

Just now tlie harvesting of the orang
serop is in full ssing. 1t began iu Feb

it

ORANGE PICEZR AT WORK.

ruary and will not e ended unti! the
first of June. Tt is the biggest orange
crop that has ever becen seew in Cali-
forn Lxperts have tried to estimate
its size, but we shadd not know unti! the
last troc s been stripped just how big
it realty is. They put their estimass at
about ‘6,500,000 boxes., There are too
many #aures here te give us much of an
idea. We may repeat them glibly enougl,
but they dow't mean wuch to us.
learn tunt these GOOR,000 boxes svould
make 2000 ¢arlo,
enlightening,
cars  wanld

make  more than
out one ufter the other they would
reach almost from Newa York to Ialti-
more.

Should 211 these oranzes ripen it one |

time our muarkets
with orazes.
big as it &
all of Ca
every fumily had its skare. But {the
golden haw-est stretelwss  itsell aver
four of the winter and spring months
and only ceases when strewberries and
othier native fruits begin to come in.

would be ghutted
Our whaole populstion,

While the crange crop Is being gath-
ered, howessr, the grov are bosy
places. Every little valley along the

Sierra foothills is hustlingls active, and
the long tralnms of fruit cars that stact
daily on their long way acress the con-
tinent tell how the hurvest is progress-
ing. The orange &roves ring with the
songs of the pickers among the trees,
Evergbody in the orange business in
California is in good humor this year.
The season has heen warm, and the
rains have cowe just right for the
.groves. There bas not been the least
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To |

Is is perhaps wore |
We et tigure thai 22,000 | &
1000 |
trains «f good length and that strung |

could not 21 up in a week |
wni's orange crop evew if |

ing Now Under Way ot %ﬁ

of the trees are “cut back™ so as to
make them grow low, and the fruit is
therefore eusily gathered. But there
are thousauds of acres of trees which
are quite tall, and these must be picked
from ladders laid against a tree.

The.picker lus tied to his waist aft-'
er the manner of an apron a suck, hllo‘
which the oranges are dropped. They
are uot pulled off the twigs, but are cut
Ou with a puair of shiears. Then they
2 placed in carrying hoxes, which are
Lauled to the packing house,

The fruit must be picked from the
celor, only the riper being sclected
feom a tree which is heavily laden. An
expericoeed eye tells the picker what
Eind of fenft will de for pleking, he be-
it puided almost entively by the tinge
wihich the frult has taken on.

iest of all the great wagon loads of

&« are  caretully  tallied to  find
ny fruit from the pickers in
the wroves is missing, Then the hoxes, '
with their golden spheres, are set aside
for v ahree days' curing. Fresh from |
tree an oranze is still very much
e with the oil colls exnanded and
toe mystery of growth nat yet suspend-

Cut ot from the sap sapply, a
change takes place. The skin draws
wer to the pulp and s off mois-
‘o that would eause s ting if the
fruit were packed at onee,

After the m trip from the or-
hard It ks nec 'y 1o give these dust
stained travelers a bath. By the hushel
the neweomers are dinmmped into a long, |
narrow tank of water. at one end of |
{ which fs:a hig wheel with a tire of soft
| bristles. The wheel revolves so that

the lower edge works in eonnection
! with ano‘tor so1 of brushes in an small-
er tank Loelow, and the oranges, after
bobbing about in the big tank, pass be- |
tween the wet brushes and come out |
bright and clean. l

After their bath the oranges are |
spread out in the sun to dry on lum.',!
slanting ricks, At the lower end they
voll (T Into Doxes, 1o be carried awiay
to the warchouse for their rest. An or
| ange needs a deal of groaming, The
washing is not enough.

There must be a b shing, too, and
after the days of curing 1he oranges
are fed into a hopper. which drops
them single ron to a belt that runs

Pa

|

f
between revolving cylindrieal brush
This gives them their smooth, shing

;\m‘:::

HEAVILY LADEN BRANCHES,
lgok. From the brushes they drop into

an elevator that lifts them to the sort- | ter.
Cdng table, where they jostle each other Kub#ilk met his bLride to be three

in their hury to get past the keen eye
of ihe sorter.

The sorting table has a gentle piteh,
and the divided stream pours single file
upen two nprrow tracks of wmeving
ropes which gradually diverge. The

of the best magazines,
gevoted to newspaper work, and the
only time he had for fiction was at
night after a bard day's grind at the
desk. The outlook was not encourag-

down
night, lit his pipe and began turning

His days were

undaunted, he sat
night after

but,
at

ing; wholly

his typewriter

" sewrrn roro.
out short stories. They weren't very
good at fisst, and after they had emu-
lated the cat by coming back many
times he either rewrote them or tore
them up.
Now and then one was accepted, but

K eefer Was Sudden-
Among the many methods of trans-
portution in course of construction or ’.V Cut S hort.
now cmployed to move the hundreds of
thousands of New Yorkers to and from
their daily toil the most unique and
novel Is the proposed moving under-
ground sidewalk, on which it is assert-
ed 7500 passengers per hour can be
comfortably carried.

While the new scheme is popularly
known as a “moving sidewalk,” it is
really n systemn of moving platforms
or continuous traing. A corporation, to
be kiown as the Continuous Transit
company, Is in process of organization,
and the details of the plan have been
prescuted to the city oflicials for ac-
tion. The company will have for its
president Cornelius Vanderbilt; Stuy-
vesant I'ish, president of the Illinois
Central railvoad, vice president, and 12,
P. Ripley, president of the Atchison
railway, is one of the moving spirits
and heavy stockholders in the corpora-
tion. It is estimated that the cost of
digging the tunnei and the cost of the
moving platforms will be about $5,000,-
000.

The plan as outlined is to dig a sub-
way about thirty feet wide and only
deep cnough to clear the street above.
There will be stations every  two
blocks. The main line will consist of
one sidewalk moving in cacht divection, !
Each will be seven feet wide and wiil
run in a depression, with sixteen feet

Perils of Crooked Gambling In
the Early Days of the West.
tory of a Mexican
Girl’'s Revenge.

Brace dealing at faro, of which so
much has been heard recently, origi-
nated in the ploneer days of the west,
and connected with the erooked play of
those days Is the memory of the killing
of Johnny Keefer, probably one of the
most sudden and unexpected tragedics
even for that time of sudden deaths,

“Johunie Keefer had both the nerve
and the skill, and in addition he was a
strong example of the truth that you
can't tell a bad man by his outward
appearance. Johnnie was plump, short,
had a good natured face and one of the

happen mighty sudden. It was before
the days of seif cockiug revolvers, but
a trained shot by snapping the ham-
mer back with Lis thumb could get
about as quick actien as a mu'n with
the most modern gun

“For nearly an hour Judson stood at
one side looking on while his confeder-
ates played. ‘The bank had been hit
pretty hard, but elther Johnnie bhad
dealt straight or else even the men
who knew how he shifted the cards
were unable to feel certain he had
turned a trick, The ace and seven
were both cases, and the ace had won
three times in a row, while the seven
had lost correspondingly. When it
came time to call the turn, nearly
everybody at the table put down a big
bet, calling the ace to lose and the
seven to win, Judson and his partners
exchanged glances, If the dealer was
going to shift the cards, it would
come just at this turn,

“Johinnie always pushed out the
cards pretty fast, especially near the
end of a deal. Just how the cardd
would come out this time no one ever
knew,  Johnnie had just begun push-
Ing off the exposed one when Judson
called out:

““You're dealing'—

“Probably he meant to say ‘brace,
but the sentence was never finished,
At the fiest sylable Jolinie, apparent-
Iy without taking the time to look up,
sent his hand to his cont pocket, Threa
or four shots rang ont at the same in-
stant.  Then two more, and Jolinnia
Keefer slipped to the tloor.  He luad ©
four wounds, any ot of which woid
bave been mortal.  When we picked
bim up, it was plain he had dealt his
last deal at cither steaight or bracg

“When Judson spo!l wads,
Johnnie had fived througl
one of the men across the table who

wus just deawing his gun, I'he shot

S cont at

of spice between, This middle space
will be at o level with the surface of
the platform, On the main platform
there will be two rows of seats facing
the center, thus making a sort of fence
at the sides, Those who sit down will
travel at the rate of ten miles an hour,
but the space between the seants will
enable those who prefer to walk to do

he was alike unaffected by both eheck
time and teaving up time and worked
away with antiring patience and indus-
try, striving to make each new story
better than the preceding one.

He loved o horse from the ground up,
and he felt that every horse he saw—
the light harness horse, the heavy denft
borse, the thoroughbred of the turf, the

| park police horse and the tire horse—had

1t romance. My field of fiction shall
be the pasture and every other haunt of
the horse at work or play,” he said, “and
I will study the Lorse and understand
him and tell his stor) This announce-
ment was not made from the housetops.
The ambitious author merely  whis-
pered it to himsolf, and then he hegan
taking a course n horse lore. I3t at
a desk all day and part of the night,
bhe studied horses on fervyboats be-
tween Jersey City and New York, rob-
bed himself of noon hour lunches to
visit sale stables,
men on the street and took o night off
now and then and spent it in a five-
house with the grand horses that run
with the macline,

Oue after unother nine splendid sto-
rics ipper,” “Chieftain,” “I'asha,"
“Barnnc “Black Eagle,” “Calico.”
*Old Silve “Ronfire” and “Blue Bluz-
es'—wore shred, so to speak, and they
were all thorongzhbreds.  Most of them
have appeared in the hest magazines,
and »harvles Seribner's Sons have just
issueed the enilre nunber in book form
under the tithy “lIlorses Nie”

JAM KUEELIK’S ROMANCE.

Famoas Violinist, Who Ix to Wed a
Hupngarinn Countess.

Muical cireles here and abrond nre
much interested in the recent announce
ment of the engagement of Herr Jan
Kubelik, the Hungarian violinist. to
the Csuntess Marianne Czaky Szell, s
relatize of the Hungnrlan prime minis-

years ag0 ata concert and was fmme-
diately #ascinated by the beautiful

interviewed truck- |

80, thus accelerating theiv speed that |
‘much toward their destination.

There will e no morve cun::(-.\'liun|
’thun on the sidewalk of an ordinary
| street, f ason that there will be
no wiiting for trains. T'he main line in
’llu- projected road will consist of, thind
| rall rootless trolley flat enrg, each fif-
Lteen feet Jons, Eneh will earry an elde-
ilrin' liht  Evnppost, Theve will be
guanrds for each foar to assist
timid ones to alight, eall ont stations

onrs

JOTNNIE SLIPPED TO TUE PLOOR
blandest expressions ever given a man,
1 A stranger would never have suspoected
y Johnnie of anything tougher than play-
Ing marbles and could have readily be-
"lieved that hie would have heen shocked
[ at the idea of playing even that game
for keeps. Yet in the whole southwoest
| there probably  wasu't o wman who
could deal brace better, had  faeed
]dn-nlh oftener or had o more utter dis-
regard for human life when in o cor

ner.

“Where Johnnie enme from no one
| knew or eared, it not being etiquette in
those days to fnguire into a man's
td an old western miner now
York a few days ago. “lle
Each 0”dl‘irlml inte our camp in the boom
i times and began dealing for Len Town-
I don’'t know whether Len knew

send,
he was crooked, but it wasn't long be-
the highest

|
S
|
|

I E. P. RIPLEY.

land give warning at enrves.
these cars will be so joined us to ap-

| pear as one long car.

i The ordinary method of operating : ¥

{ these platforms Is woll knswn, ‘There i fore Johnnie was deawing

fare usually two so callad “stepping | wages of any dealer In eanmp. After o
platforms™ vunning alons the train | littie he started up a bank of his own.

Cplatform.  The passengers step ahoard | It was a success f:'un! the Hrsll il,lld

ithe first, whicl moving  slowly Johunie was making big money when
thence to the second, which is mmil": the entanglement  with the Mexiean

at twice the speed of the first, nud from gl,‘:l ‘”“'l led to lis death came,

thence to the wain line. The operation | T KIFl was one of the sort common

i8 simple and attended with no dunger, | In camps of that day. Occ slonally she

i=

In the system proposed for New York used to take a turn nt de; ing bauk in
one of the halls for the purpose of

a somewhat different seheme has been
adoptod. The sixteen feet of spave be- drawing h'.-nh-:.:ux she had all kinds of
tween the tracks allows for the sta. 5004 looks. Finally she trled dealing
tlons, which are between the tracks, A ©P her own nccount, having saved up
passenger on  descending  from  the quite a little money. But she had arun
street finds himself on a solid, oblong of bud luck. and it was apparent her
platfor:u in the exaet center of the st bank roll was almost gone when John-
tlon. Lound and round this center yuy - W€ €Ame to the rescue,

| smallest oranges fall through first, the
| mext size further on, and 1he next €lip
| into ‘bins below. graded in g dozen siges
from those that run 560 te the box .to
the groat ones that cannot He spannesd
with Loth h and run eighty to the
box. Both extrewes and the next fous
smallest . subject to discount
| from murket price as “oft sizes.

Then ennmes the packing.  The pack-

ers are aimost wholly women and girvls.
A deftness of hand §s essential, and as
the work 2 done by jicee—2 10 2 conts
a packed Lox—it is seen that the one
s who would «arn 81 or $1.00 a day must
! be quick with her hands and artend
Closely to business, From the sorting
table the oranges, now separated as to
slzes and colur amd Dlemishes, run in
tronzhs to the packers and empty inn
bine,

The growth of the orange industry i3
one of the marvels of California. From
an agerezate invested capitai of about
$16,00u in orang in that loeality
twenty years ago there is now invested
In growing oranges in southerns Cali-

packing  howse agricultural
ments and fertilizing of grov

imple-
Fif-

S,

LOADING THE PACKED BOXES | teen years ago the annual orange prod- | Azure, with big black eyes and chest- | eral i azent, which position le | s:lmnlfl .[Pl.‘l. ; ad play 1 1 \\~I||.I|- Judd-
alarm about frosts, and, above all else, ' yct of California averaged 500 earloads, | nut hair. ! held INTS 1o ISS6 when hie be F‘“"_“;'" "'_\“.”"' ae “:, do h"'"”"' te
the market prices for orang re Wiy and then when new groves came into Kubelik iz now a few months less | eame almanager of the Chienweo ':.“'1\""'.' u;. if l.'.“. wis \\':l["llll:;r' the
up. The grower in southern California  pearing the output leaped forward Ly | than twenty-two. but looks five years | Burlington and Quiney milvond. 1 ran 'l-r-]"“.l" ; l.'m’\i,ln. \\‘..I.T‘In ve the siznal
who does not make good money this 3060 and 4,000 earlonds every year. In | younger. IHis physique is slight nnd : 1800 to 1895 he was third viee presio | v “rllv'l"“l‘-l' “ll“' l”"-".m'" S oty
season ought {o zive it up. | time Californin expects to raise enough | rather  feminine in its smallyess of | dent of the Milwankee and St il ’“'.'rr,. : d ,,‘;,,I :},.,;""‘lvlln,:“ ll\:---("r and

Thousunds of beys. men and womel | oranges to supply the wants of all | frame. The marriage will take plaee | railway y : en the time for

are employed in gatbering the product

north Aweriea and part of Europe as
of an orange orchard. Nowadays mauy

« well,

fornia something more than $30.000,- | Santa 1 Railway company since 1866, | “"'1‘ |\""J"' I’”'“II |"'~'l heavily at the g,
000, This capital embraces money HERR JAX EUBELIK. He is o uative of Boston and entered |"“l“ "l-‘ -”l' their treap to eateh Jolime |

oY 3 ¥ e o B . e o e
spent in land, trees, jrrization devices, | countess, who is only twenty-two and | the as clerk in the Bos. | i put o permanent end to his

is the widow of Count Czaky. She is a
typical Hungari

next year. and Kubelik. it is said, will | Miss |
build a palace in Vienna.

b OIS . "W - .
moving sidewalks, the speed of which First he dealt a few times for her,
fnereases inward, and every time the house won, Then

The one next to the fixed platform he made the mist wreer, e

moves at the riate of two and n half | showed hor his !rn-.k of dealing brace
miles on hour. From that he steps to and put in all the time he could spare
the next moving platform at five miles from his own gume In teaching her
an hour. Thenee the passenger steps to | how to mulfu the shift. And that was
one woving seven and a half miles an simply s[;.'m.n:: his own deanth warrant,
hour, whien he is next to the main line, | He had delivered bimself over
lwhh-h runs ten wiles an hour, e then ! :nmsn.-nlly tre
stands sl until Le is on the proper r::‘“'""r“"“ "I““:"- y
| side of the station g sSteps aboard the | Ul" TOMbRE “”.w A little while some
| sidewalk woving in the direction he occasion  for dispnte  arose  hotweon
wants to travel, On alighting this i them, and !.h.w sivl, having the tempor
ation is reversed, Cof o bewntital giend, began to hate
It will bee seen that no dexterity is re- | Johnnic more than she liked him st
quired to walk frecly rrom mu-.u, first.

o an
neherous spechnen of a

In the enmmp was & miner named

missed the man's heart, but by n de-
cldedly small manr, Before Jobinnie
could fire again the bullets from the
others tonk el . GJJudson’s tirst shot
going through his head just ahove the
cright eye, These men had been pre-
pared, while the emergency came on
Julmn’-- without warning.  If he had
had half a chianee, he wight have won
out even against such terrible odds.

“And when we came to look at the
faro box we  couldn't tell whether
Johnnie meant to deal a erooked turn
or not.  In the exeitement the box had
got knocked off the table, and the
cards fell or were Knocked out. 'er-
haps Johnnie Keefer was on the point
of making an honest deal when the
end eame,”

LIVING WOMAN
WALLED VU®P.

Terrible Revenge Planned by a
Russian Against His
Erring Wife.

|

A =Ingular story, which sounds more
ke fiction than reality, comes from
Baku, Russia, to the effect that a stone-
mason who was at work in one of the
main streets of the town was recently
kidnaped and compelled to wall up a
living womun.

The mingon was seized by two men
who drove up in a rubber tived covered
carrbivze, Ms head was enveloped inoa
Sack, and he was driven away rapidly in
a divection e was unable to indicate,

After o lengthy dreive, which was ne-
complished at o good speed, the ear-
ringe stopped, and the workman was
taken to an cmpty room in g house ap-
parently some distance from the town.
From a large hole in the wall the topri-
fied face of a woman looked out, amd a
mun inoa mask ordered the mason to
brick up the wall

Secing  that o terrible  erime
about to he perpeteated, the man re
fused, bt on belng theetened with a

wius

I

un- ! :

other, as there Wil only e a differonee Jflﬂ:ru.n. “]j”,l"“.’-'l:”‘ two or three litle

in specd of two and @ half wiles an Qditi ‘“]'f"; s with {"|="ll- il il
| hour Letween encli. “The tnunel will be . '“’“l_ f*_'" .—““"'l"“' \' ‘.l o tiet
{ Hghited sod will also be heated moder- I"‘::::'l’;' ; l'l.:llll-‘ , ll W Mex [~;||; :!IX.’~ it I
ately inwinter. The plan is to ¢hyree or Judson to come o ey plaee i
2 i Then she oxplaiue ¥ i S
I(lr(-m in rush bours and 2 cents at other | .‘nl.,.'u“.ul :1"(1\.!-l,‘i:;lll llu'l‘ "1““\ .hl"r“‘[“ 4 ;
hours [or transit. wal o i and showed bim g !
E. I’ rtipley, who is one of the prin [ box siwilar to the oo dinie wsel

||1!m.~’n-!l'. i hox he lad made for oy

cipal Luckers of the scheme, has y
I ) e scheme, has I Iudson tipped off two or thres othor

!
| president of the Aehison, Topeka il

career as n hrace dicder,

| ton offic: of e Pennsslvanin railroca. “It was arranged that two af the
H i s i 1 " nwen

un beanty, tall, of tine | He was teed until he L

He was marvied In 1871 1o
S Harding of Boston
s In Lis fifty-eighth Yyear

action came there would be no talking.
After the first word about brace deal-
Ilug was uttered things would begin to

" Mr. Ripley

THE MASON BRICKED UI' THE WALL.
revolver wy

compelled to do the worlk,

and the wall was tilled up. He was
then agnin mutlled in the sack and
driven back into Baku, where e was
relonsed,

The police were duly  fuformed of
wlat ad taken place, but no traces of
the Ridnapers could be dizcovered, but
the viethm wias relepsed.

It is said that the woman condemnoed
to die belind the brick wall was a Mo-
harimedan and that her husband had

revenzed himself on her in this terriblo
tinner for her infidelity.




