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GOVERNOR TOOLE'S MESSAGE. 

The message delivered to the ninth 
legislative assembly by Governor 
Toole is the subject of criticism by 
some of bis political opponents, who 
complain that it lacks detailed in 
•tructions to Montana lawmakers as 
to what the state executive believes 
should constitute the work of the sea 
sion. As the political campaign is a 
thing of the past and Governor Toole 
represents the choice of a majority of 
Montana voters, his official acts 
should be viewed from a non-partisan 
standpoint. 

It will be admitted by honest re pub 
licans that the platform pledges upon 
which their party candidates were re 
cently elected were suggested by the 
evident popularity of the reforms 
urged by Governor Toole two years 
ago. Most of the citizens of Montana 
who take au active interest in the 
affairs of this commonwealth are 
familiar with the views expressed by 
Governor Toole at that time, and 
which he has reiterated in public 
speeches of more recent date. Mem­
bers of the legislature arc assumed to 
be conversant with the governor's 
position in these matters, aud to have 
given them careful consideration prior 
to entering upon their official duties, 
and it was not necessary for the state 
executive to make a grand stand play 
by delivering an extended speech upon 
subjects about which his views are so 
well known. 

In referring to the desirability of 
reform legislation promised in the 
platforms of both political parties, 
Governor Toole congratulates Mon­
tana lawmakers upon theunanimouscn-
dorsement of the several propositions. 
Having been recognized as needed 
and meritorious legislation, the pro­
posed reforms receive brief mention 
only in the governor's remarks. It is 
for the members of the legislature to 
devise and enact measures that will 
effect the purpose desired. 

One of the features of the governor's 
message deals with the financial re­
sources of the state government, and 
conveys the information that, while 
the constitution permits an indebted­
ness of $100,000 to be incurred, there 
has been a deticit of considerably 
more than that amount. In dealing 
with this problem, republican mem­
bers of the legislature will remember 
that their state platform promised re­
duced expenses in the administration 
of public affairs, and a decrease in 
the lax burden. 

There are some things in the plat­
form upon which majority members of 
the legislature were elected, that do 
not receive any mention in the gov­
ernor's message. It is believed, how­
ever, that they will not be forgotten 
by representatives of the political 
party which made these pledges, and 
that the promised legislation will be 
undertaken. 

present winter in that Une in Wash­
ington. 

Montana will be interested in a les 
ser way in the same question this win' 
ter, when the legislature meets at Hel 
ena. Both political parties in this 
state have pledged themselves to fa­
vor a state railroad commission. We 
expect a bill of some sort is sure to go 
through and certainly ought to go 
through, but the people of the state 
will do well not to get their expecta 
tions up very high when it comes to 
figuring ont in advance the practical 
usefulness of a state railway commis 
ion. It ean, and doubtless will, ac­
complish some good results for the 
Rtate. but court decisions have been 
such that its powers have been greatly 
limited. On local business it can fix 
a maximum charge, provided that rate 
can be shown in court to admit of a 
"reasonable" profit to the road, some 
thing that is often times a pretty hard 
thing for the commission to establish 
against the strenuous opposition and 
claims of a railroad company which 
does its own bookkeeping on a system 
not solely without an eye to just such 
contingences. 

When it come» to inter-s)ate com­
merce, however, conceded to be solely 
under the control of congress, there 
is a mach wider field for results. It 
will pay the person interested in the 
question of freight rate regulation, 
outside o5 the regulatîwg done by the 
companies themselves, io keep his eye 
on the proceedings at Washington 
this winter. Possibly nothing will be 
done at all by congress,- but it cer­
tainly has the power to tiio very much 
more than it i* possible for the state 
of Montana to do in regulating freight' 
rates and saving the people of Mon­
tana from exorbitant chargc» such as 
they now suffer -Vorn in mau^r instan­
ces that will easily come to "tfie mind 
of the average observer.—ISozeman 
Chronicle. 

logical survey uDder authority from 
congress, extending from 1888 to the 
date of the passage of the reclamation 
act. 
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REGULATING RAILROAD RATES. 

.fust now eougress is up agaiust a 
question which promises to lie very 
much a live one until it is settled aud 
settled right. It involves the control 
by the Inter-State Commerce Commis 
siou or by congress of railroad freight 
rates so far as fixing reasonable 
charges for service is concerned. The 
public press of the east through their 
special correspondents at Washington 
aud the associated press, have beeu 
telling their readers that a battle 
royal is to take place in the national 
capital this winter between powerful 
interests on two sides of this question. 
There are to be high priced railroad 
attorneys galore who will represent 
the great company Interests which ar 
opposed to any new legislation which 
will tend to add to the powers of the 
Inter-State Commerce Commission in 
controlling rates or iuterferlu 
their business. There are also wealthy 
stock interests aud other business 
combinations only less importaut as 
capitalists than the railroad compan­
ies that are quite as much determined 
to obtaiu legislation that will result 
in a practical control of railroad 
freight rates. There is the inter-
State Commerce Commission itself, 
which in repeated annual reports to 
congress has stated its absolute in­
ability under supreme court decisions 
to do much of anything in the way of 
regulating railway affairs, even to ad-

'mittiug that they cannot stop the giv­
ing of secret rebates to favored cus­
tomers by the railroad companies. 

Such noted aud notable men as Gov. 
LaFollette, of Wisconsiu, Gov. Van 
Saut, of Minnesota, aud Gov. Cum­
mins, of Iowa, all republicans in 
name at least, are pressing a bill in 
congress, known as the Cooper bill, 
with the design of controlling rail­
road rates. Many democratic mem­
bers of each house of congress will 
act with them. There is much talk in 
Washington to the effect that Presi­
dent Roosevelt is in sympathy with 
ths move, or at least cannot be relied 
on to veto such a measure if it passes. 
It certainly looks as though there 
might be something doing during the 

Although there have been cc con­
tracts let for government irrigating 
projects in Montana^ the peopA« of 
this state are patiently twaitiug de­
velopments which will probably ma­
terialize in due coure*-. It has been 
announced by competent authorities 
that Montana hus a larger arcs of 
land that cau be irrigated, and a 
greater water supply available Cor 
that purpose, than any other stater in 
the so-called arid region,, and this for­
tunate combination of oiveumstaese» 
will ultimately result in the construc­
tion of government irri^hion woifa* 
upon a gigantic scale. 

In some of the state» entitled Do 
share in the benefits of the reclama­
tion act, there are murmur» of discon­
tent over the slow progress made :a 
starting actual work upon* irrigation 
projects. The strongest porotest comes 
from North Dakota, wlieue it is al­
leged there has been very litite dou* 
in the matter of preliminary survejs,. 
aud some of the politicians of that 
state are objecting to the plans pro­
viding for construction wo?k in other 
parts of the country. In reply to crit­
ics who complain about the slow pro-
press beiug made iu those matters, a 
recent Washington dispateüt says: 

In some quarters impatience is ex­
pressed at the time consulted by the 
reclamation service to determine the 
feasibility of various irrigation pro­
jects and in the formulotiou of de­
signs und plaus and other preliminar­
ies antecedent to construction. Such 
criticism is necessarily founded upon 
a total misunderstanding of the mag­
nitude aud complexities of lite matter 
involved. An English engineer of 
long experience iu ludia, who recently 
traveled through the west,, examining 
the works of the reclamation service., 
expressed very emphatically his us-
touisluueut at the promptness with 
which construction was undertaken af­
ter the passage of the act, and ex­
pressed a conviction that it could not 
have been undertaken so soon haul it 
not been for the large fund of infor­
mation which hud been collected by 
the geological survey previous to the 
passage of the act. 

At the present writiug the reclama­
tion act has been ou the statute books 
exactly two years and a half, in this 
time between thirty and forty large ir­
rigation projects have beeu examiued, 
twelve have been recommended for ap­
proval, and contracts for construction 
have been either advertised or let on 
six projects, as follows: 

Truckee-Carsou project in Nevada. 
Construction commenced iu March, 
1JK)4. 

Salt river project, Arizona. Con­
struction commenced November, 1004. 

Uncom pahgre project, Colorado. 
Construction commenced November, 
1001. 

Minidoka project, Idaho. Construc­
tion conuneuced in December, 1004. 

lloudo project, New Mexico. Con« 

The Healthiest Cities. 

The mortality table compiled by the 
census bureau show that about seven­
teen out of every 1,000 of the popula­
tion of the United States die each 
year. If these figures are correct, 
then the United States is one of the 
healthiest countries on the globe, be 
ing excelled in this respect only by 
Denmark, Sweden and Norway. The 
roost healthful part of the United 
States seems to lie in the Central 
West and in the northern regions of 
the Mississippi valley and its tribu­
taries. 

The significance of the death rates 
in the larger cities, as compiled by the 
census stntisticians, is to a consider­
able extent destroyed on account of 
two interfering facts. The negroes in 
the south and itinerant consumptive» 
in the west both are victims of a high 
mortality, which gives an excessive in­
crease to the death rates of the places 
where they reside. For example, ac­
cording to the census, Puieblo is the 
most unheahhful place in the United 
Slates. But nobody believes that 
death lurks in the pure and invigora­
ting atmosphere of Pueblo. Its death 
rate of thirty-taro per 1,000 is due to 
the mortality among stricken con-
somptives who go there in* search of 
health. In an e^ual degree the high 
death rate among negroes affects ap­
pearances in most all southern cicieä. 

It may be said that, other things be­
ing equal, the healthful cities ara us­
ually situated near a copious supply 
of water. St. Joseph, South Omaha, 
St. Paul, Cedar lî&pids and Mlnae-
apolis, which all have very low death 
rates, afford conspicuous examples of 
:his fact. The Missouri and the Miss­
issippi rivers are especially free fron 
taint audi deadly gerais. (n spite of 
the large Inland territory they drain 
aad the innumerable communities sit­
uated along their banks, their waters-
remain exceptionally pure, from source 
to - mouth*. 

To Ubtntif}- Canadian Coyotes. 

Sanson County üeview. 
I d urging a change ofi the present 

bot.nty law, the Helena Independent 
use» the argument that an inspector 
could be appointed to discriminate be­
tween coyote pelts bronght from Can­
ada and those taken froai animals 
killed within the borders of the United 
States. Old trappers, however, re» 
gard the Independent > abatement as 
superlatively ridiculous.. They say 
the domestis and C'aaadian mutton-
loving oojote-s may someticaes be 
discriminated from one another 
by the abstace of "Irä-" in the for­
eign auiuiali's howl, but they fall 
to see how a discrimination can be 
made in tie nu in al-s-" pelts, unless 
the ( anad.iiaa government makes it 
mandatory for those from the further 
north to tarry around with them a 
tiutypu lilceaess of King Edward. 

A Uail of G-rl.Slj.ves-

WILL LEAVE PORT ARTHUR. 

The Russian Garrison Goes to Japan As 
Prisoners of War. 

TOKIO, Jan. 3.—General Stoes9ell 
has cabled the emperor of Russia ask­
ing permission for the officers to give 
their parole. The capitulation terms 
insist that the Russian rank and file 
of the garrison of Port Arthur will 
come to Japan as prisoners of war. 
The Japanese took po*session of a 
number of the forts of Port Arthur to­
day. The Russian officers and offi­
cials will be permitted to return to 
Russia under parole, the officers re­
taining their side arms. 

General Stoessell is being sharply 
criticised for destroying the Russian 
warships, attempting to choke the en­
trance to the harbor of Port Arthur, 
and dispatching the torpedo boat de­
stroyers to Chee Foo subsequent to 
his offer to surrender the fortress. 

CHE POO, Jan. 3.—Some interesting 
statistic» concerning the defense of 
Port Arthur were brought here by the 
Sot ill a of Russian torpedo boat de­
stroyers which carried numerous 
chests containing complete records of 
General Stoessell's army. 

Originally the army numbered 3*>,-
000. Eleven thousand have been 
killed, l(j,000' are wounded or sick, 
while 8,000 reuaained in the forts, of 
whom . however, 2,000 were unable to 
tight. 

It is learned1 that when General 
Stoessel? wrote co General Nogi re­
garding ihe surrender of the fortress, 
he said: 

'"I have-8,000 men in the fori» and 
«,000 of th'-ise are able to fight. If you 
do not accept ray proposal. theso men 
will die fis/hting, bu? it will cost you 
three times- their number to kill 
them, " 

During the siege per ceat. of the 
garrison were* put out of action. This 
remarkable fact was iue to wounded 
mexi returning to the front. Casss 
ha va been reported where men have 
goo* to the ho&pitals seven times, al­
ways' returning to the front. The num­
ber of officers lulled was proportion­
ately greater than in any battleknowa 
;o history. 

The Russians estimate that tlie tak­
ing oJ the fortr-fcjs has cost Japan* 
$100,000,000. 

Senator Mitchell Accepted llrihe. 

December, 

Nebraska, 
be opeued 

structiou commenced iu 
1004. 

North Platte project, 
Proposals advertised to 
January 0, 1005. 

The five projects under construction 
will require an expenditure of £10,-
400.000 to complete them. Each oue 
of these has beeu outlined iu general, 
aud much data regardiug the water 
supply, surveys or other facts, had 
been gathered during the years when 
such work was carried on by the gco-

Chiaa i» undoubtedly the greatest 
slave üouiitry in the world. Of a pop­
ulation of 400,000,3U0, ovetr one-for­
tieth are slaves. Every family of 
means- keep» its girl slaves. The girls 
are mos-tly purchased to do house­
work, it being cliaupev to buy them 
than 5o hire. 

iKvgeil Land I rami» Iu Montau«, 

WASHINGTON, .lau. 3.—To provide 
an sulditiouul safeguard agaiust pub­
lic laud frauds, the general land, office 
is seeking as f:u* a* possible tu have 
its special agents investigate every 
laud entry caie before it parses to 
patent. This policy, which already Is 
iu full practice, has borne good re 
suits, and patents have been withheld 
wherever the slightest ground, for s 
piciou lias been fourni. The public 
laud servies was not long ago divided 
into nine i a spec lion districts, with an 
agent in charge of each. Iu connec­
tion with the recent laud fraud devel­
opments, some interest attaches to the 
investigation of alleged fraudulent 
desert land entries ou .Montana, ou 
which special agents have been vu-
gaged. 

Senator Gibsou, of that state, many 
months ago, scut two letters to the 
commissioner of the geuerel land of-
tiee, forwarding complaints of chi^cus 
that there were frauds iu this class of 
entries. The matter was takeu up, 
aud desert laud entries siuco then 
have been rigidly investigated. The 
complaints were that the lands entered 
were not taken iu good faith, were not 
being irrigated and were uot entered 
for cultivation purposes as required 
by law. It was stated at the general 
land office that the complaints were 
more general than specific, but that 
cases of this sort have beeu under in­
vestigation iu Moutaua aud elsewhere 
for some mouths. 

POKCLAND, Ore., Jan. S. A. D, 
Pûterr recently convicted in this city., 
with Horace G. M-sKinlejv Dani»î> T. 
Tarpley and Mrs. Emma Wats«n of 
oonspwacy to defraud the government 
out of public land»,, made a statement 
to Tba Telegram txday in contradic­
tion t®' statements issued by United 
States Senator John H. Mitchell,, in­
dicted by a grand jury o:i evidsnce 
similon to that presented at the crim­
inal trial of the conspirators men­
tioned. above. Puter s statuaient fol­
lows: 

"1 give Svoator Mitchell $2,OOS'to 
get those patents through and I will 
say tîiiat I never regretted telling any­
thing so much in ney life as the îact 
that Mitchell took t'.ae money.. I laid 
two $L,000 bills ou ths table. Mitchell 
said that it was too much. I. was des-
peraia and desired to get ttaa patents 
through, und told him to talie it and 
do vv'iat be could to influence the com­
missioner Congressman Hermaun ) to 
take the claims up and get the patents 
issued. Î knew that as a Uaited 
States senator Mitchell would have a 
lot of inäuence with the land office, 
auiM was willing to pay that ataount 
to have the pateuts issued." 

Can Evade I'tohibitioti taw. 

abreast of it taxes the municipal 
resources, is shown in the annual mes­
sage of Mayor George B. McClellan 
to the board of aldermen. In all the 
great departments the necessity for 
immediate extension is shown. Tbe 
present system of iwater supply is in­
adequate and a plan to expend imme­
diately $90,000,000 in acquiring water 
sheds and building acqueducts and 
mains is approved. 

Inventor of the Gold Ilriefc. 

NEW YORK, Jan. 3.—A report has 
reached thisciiy that Ihomaa O'Brien, 
the notorious confidence man and al­
leged inventor of "the gold brick" 
swindle, is dead in the French penal 
settlement at Cayenne, where he had 
been serving a life sentence for the 
murder of his partner, "Kid" Wad-
dell, in Paris in 1897. 

O'Brien's career was a remarkable 
one. He was born 53 years ago in 
Chicago, and aided by an attractive 
personality, managed to make an en­
viable record. Many bold swindles 
running into the thousands were cred­
ited to bis name. 

WHENEVER 
YOU WANT 

Up-to-date Stationery, 

School and Office 
Supplies, 

The Freshest of Fruit 
and Candies, 

Tobacco and Cigars, 

The Latest 
Magazines or Novels, 

GOME TO THE 

Post Office Store. 
The New Overland 

HOTEL, 

FRANK Me DONALD, Prop'r. 

First-clews service.. Central location. 
Hot and aold baths. 

Furnace heat. Electric lights. 

CT Bat»» : $1.25 aud 81.50 pev day. 
87.00 per week. 

(4194) 

STOCKMEN'S 

NATIONAL BANK. 
OF FORT BENTON, flONTANA. 

Capital Paid Up 
Undivided Profit* 

•200,000 
S 175,000 

CBAS. jr. DUSR, Prest. 
J. V. CARROLL, Vice-Prest. 
LOUIS D. SHARP, Cashier. 

BOARD OP DIRECTORS—Chas. E. 
Duer, Chas. Lepley, Jos. Hirshberg, 
Geo. W. Moore, C. H. Merrill, Jno. 
V. Carroll, M. E. Milner, David G. 
Browne, John Harris. 

TRANSACTS A GENERAL 
BANKING BUSINESS 

Local Securities a Specialty. 

Interest Allowed on Tune Deposits. 

Conrad Banking 
COMPANY, 

GREAT FALLS, MONT 
(linincoTUoraied.) 

PAID UP CAPITAL S 100,000 
INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITY.^ fiOO.OOO 

W. G. CONRAD, Pre». 
JAMES T. STANFORD, 

Vice-Pres. and Manager. 
P. KELLY, Cashier. 

This bank solicits accounts, and 
offers to depositors absolute security, 
prompt and careful attention, and the 
most liberal treatment consistent with 
safe and profitable banking. Bay* 
and sells foreign exchange, drawing 
direct on all principal American and 
European cities, and issues its own 
Letters of Credit. 

Interest paid on time deposits. The 
highest cash price paid for approved 
atate, county, city and school bonds 
and warrants. 

W. M. DAVIS 
& SONS... 

Carry a Complete Stock of 

Staple and Fancy 

GROCERIES 
And are prepared to supply 

your wants at all times. 

FRONT STREET, 
Tel SM. 

FORT BENTON 
P. O. Box 1BT. 

CORN 
SEEDS 
TREES 

22nd ANNUAL 
CATALOG OF 

INTERESTING THINGS 
POK ALL. EAR ÙI EST 
FTELIJ AND SWEET 

CORN AND VFB STA­
BLES ON EARTH 
H \RDIEST FRUIT AND 
FOREST TREES. 
EXTRA PACKETS WITH 

EVERY ORDER. 
OS JAR 11. WILL £ CO., IHSMARCK, N. D. 

WASHINGTON, Jan. The su­
preme court of thu United States to­
day reversed the decision of the su­
preme court of Iowa in two cases in 
volving the construction of the Iowa 
prohibitory liquor law,, the opinion In 
aaeh case beiug handed dowu by Jus­
tice White. Both cases involved the 
action of state officers who seized and 
destroyed packages of liquor brought 
iuto the state *J. O. D. by express com­
panies. 

The supreme court of Iowa sustained 
this proceeding, but the judgment was 
toilay reversed ou the grouud that it 
is a coutravention of the iuterstate 
commerce clause of the federal con­
stitution. Justice White added that 
if such a practice were carried, to its 
legitimate couclusiou, aud the various 
states given authority to control C. 
O. D. shipments of merchandise from 
one state to another, much of the in­
terstate business of the country would 

• be placed at the mercy of the states. 

Murtial l aw Is I'JLpensive. 

Burn GALT, 
LUMP 

and NUT 

Stoves and Ranges. 

NELSON LUriP 
and EGG 

For Furnaces and Steam. 

(n 

Missouri's Republican Senator. 

JEFFKKSON CITY, MO., Jan. Ô.— 
Thomas K. Niedringhaus, chairman 
of the republican state central com­
mittee, tonight was nominated by the 
caucus of republican legislators for 
I'uited States senator to succeed Fran­
cis M*. Coekrell. The nomination in­
sures his eleciiou. 

DENVER, Jan. i>.—Stpte Treasurer 
Whitney Newton in his annual report 
to the governor gives the total amount 
of certificates of indebtedness issued 
iu paymeut ot military expenses as 
£77<i,4t>4. and recommends that the 
legislature authorize an Usiie of »S'O.-
(>00 "issue bonds," payable iu 2.» 
years and to draw not to exceed 3« 
percent, interest auuually. 

Ne» York Has Hie Debt. 

NEW YORK. Jau. 3.—A gross fuud-' 
ed indebtedness almost half as great 
as the total national debt and a year­
ly average growth and expansion so 
immense that every effort to keep 

A. L. LEWIS, Local A^ent 

SHORT ROUTE 
FAST TIME 

TO 

MINNEAPOLIS 
A N T  

ST. PAUL. 

Connecting with all railways for New 
York, Chicago, and "all points 
East and South. 

Eaetbound Westbound 
«"34 a.m BENTON 3:01 a m 

L. W. Mi DONALD, Ajetit. 

Country Produce, 
Confectionery, 
Fruits and Nuts. 

A COMPLETE UNE OF 

Cigars, Tobaccos, Pipes, Etc. 

Front St., Fort Benton 

Benton "Stables. 

üEÜ. F. LEWIS k SON. Propers. 

Livery, Sale and Feed Stables* 
Light ami Heavy Turnouts by t'ae day, week, c 

month. FINE TEAMS A SPECIALTY. Hotse, 

Wagons, Bucgies and Harness cn hand at al 
times, and for sale al reasonable prices. 

«O YEARS' 
EXPERIENCE 

PATENTS 
TRADE MARKS 

DESIGN* 
COPYRIGHTS 4C. 

Anyone »ending a sketch and description may 
quickly incertain our opinion free whether an 
invention is probably patentable. Communica­
tions »trictlyconfldential. HANDBOOK on Patents 
sent free. Oldest agency for securing patents, 

Patents taken Through Munn A Co. receive tptrtal notice, without charge. In the 

Scientific Hmerkan. 
A handsomely illustrated weekly. largest cir­
culation of any scientific journal. Terms. (3 a 
IÎ,.r.:.!2Sr£1"£,h*' *L So™ by all newsdealer*. 

MUNN & Co"'*"-«»- New York 
Brauch Office. 625 F St, Washington, D. C. 


