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GOVERNOR TOOLE’'S MESSAGE.

The message delivered to the ninth
legislative assembly by Governor
Toole is the subject of criticism by
some of his political opponents, who
complain that it lacks detailed in-
structions 1o Montana lawmakers as
to what the state executive belleves
should constitute the work of the ses-
sion. As the political campaign is a
thiog of the past and Governor Toole
represents the choice of a majority of
Moatana voters, his official acts
should be viewed from a non-partisan
standpoint.

It will be admitted by honest repub-
lcans that the platform pledges upon
which their party candidates were re-

present winter in that line in Wash-

ngton.

Montana will be ioterested in a les-
ser way in the same question thies win-
ter, when the legislature meets at Hel-
ena. Both political parties in this
state have pledged themselves to fa-
vor a state railroad commission. We
expect a bill of some sort Is sure to go
through and certainly ought to go
through, but the people of the state
will do well not to get their expecta-
tions up very high when it comes to
figuring ont in advance the practical
usefulness of a state railway commis-
fon. It ean, and doubtless will, ac-
complish some good resulta for the
state, but court decisions have been
such that its powers have been greatly
limited, On local business it can fix
& maximum charge, provided that rate
can be shown in court to admit of &
‘‘reasonable'’ profit to the road, some:
thiog that is often times a pretty hard
thiog for the commission to establish
against the streouous opposition and

cently elected were suggested by the |claims of a railroad company which

evident popularity

of the reforms|does its own bookkeeping on a system

urged by Governor Toole two years | not solely without an eye o just such
8g0. Most of the citizens of Montana | contingences.

who take an active ioterest In the
affairs

When it comes to inter-siate com-

of this commonwealth are|merce, however, conceded to be solely

familiar with the views expressed by [under the control of congress, there
Governor Toole at that time, aod|{s a mwch wider fleld for resulss. It

which he has

reiterated {o public|will pay the person interested in the

speeches of more recent date. Mem- | question of freight wate regulation,
bers of the legislature are assumed to | outside of the regulating done by the
be convgrunt with the governor's companies themselves, 10 keap his eye
position in these matters, and to have|on the proceedings av Washiogton

given them careful consideration prior |y

his winter. Possibly nothing will be

to entering upon their official duties, |done at all by congress. but it cer-

and it was oot necessary for the state |y

ainly has the power to do very much

executive to make @ grand stand play | more than it is possible for the state
by delivering an extended speech upon | of Montana to do in regulating freighy
subjects atout which his views are 80 | rates and saving the peopls of Mon-

well known. t

ana from exorbitant charges such as

In referring to the desirability of they now suffer *om in mavy instan-
reform legislation promised in the|ees that will easily come to she mind

platforms of both political parties, |of the average observer.—Bozeman
Governor Toole congratulates Mon-| Chronicle.

tana lawmakers upon theunanimous en-
dorsement of the several propositions.
Having been recognized as needed
and meritorious legislation, the pro-

THE IRRIGATION PROBLE™M.

Although there have been ce con-

logical eurvey uoder authority from
congress, extending from 1888 to the
date of the passage of the reclamation

The Healthiest Citles.

The mortality table complled by the
census bureau show that about seven-
teen out of every 1,000 of the popula-
tlon of the Unlted States die each
year. If these figures are correct,
then the United States is one of the
healthiest countries on the globe, be-
fog excelled io this respect only by
Denmark, Sweden and Norway. The
most healthful part of the United
States seems to lle in the Central
West and in the northern regions of
the Mississippl valley and Its tribu-
taries.

The significance of the death rates
in the larger cities, as compiled by the
census stotisticians, is 1o & consider-
able extent destroyed ou account of
two interfering facte. The negroes in
the south and itineraot coosumptives
o the west both are victims of a high
mortality, which gives av excesslve in-
crease to the death rates of the places
where they reside. For example, ac-
cordiog to the census, Pueblo is the
most unhealthful place in the United
States. But nobody believes that
death lurks {o the pure and lovigora-
tlog atmosphere of Pueblo. 3ts death
rate of thirty-two per 1,000 is due to
the mortality smong stricken con-
somptives who zo there io- search of
health, In an ejual degree the high
death rate among negroes affects ap-
pearances in most all southern citles.
It may be said that, other things be-
fog equal, the healthful eities ara us-
ually situated near a copious supply
of water, St. Joseph, South Omaha,
‘3. Paul, Cedar Repids and Minne-
‘'spolis, which all have very low death
vates, afford conspicuous examples of
this fact. The Missouri apnd the Mise-
‘gsippl rivers are especially free from
taiot and deadly germs. (o spite of
the large inland territory they drain.
aad the wpumerable communities sit-

posed reforms receive brief mention|tracts let for government irrigating |udted aloog their bapls, their waters
only fu the governor’s remarks. It is [ Projects in Montana, the people of | remaln exceptionally pare, romsource
for the members of the logislature vo|this state are patiently awaiting de- |10 moutls

devise and eoact measures that will | velopments which will probabl ma-

effect the purpose desired,

terialize in due couree.

It has been

One of the features of the governor's | 8onovoced by competent guthorities
messuge deals with the flnaucial re-|that Montaou has a larger arca of
sources of the state government, and [land that cau be irrigated, and a|bouuty low, the Heleos Lodependent
conveys the iuformation thai, while|greater water supply available for|uscsthe avgument that an inspector
the constitution permits ano indebted- | that purpose, than any other state in|could be appolnted to diseriminate be- |
ness of $100,000 to be incurred, there | the so-called arid reglon, and this fer- | tween coyote pelts brought from Can-
has been o deficit of considerably |tunate combination of civeumstacees
more thun that amount. In dealing|will ultimately result In the construe- |killed within the borders of the United
with this problem, republican wew-|tion of government irrization woris
bers of the legislature will remember | upon o gigantic scale.

that their state platform promised re-

In some of the states emiitled o

e
To Iduntify Canadian Coyotes.

Dawson County Beview.
la urgizg & change of the present

WILL LEAVE PORT ARTHUR.

The Russian Garrison Goes to Japan As
Prisoners of War,

Tok1io, Jan. 3.—General Stoessell
has cabled the emperor of Russia ask-
Ing permission for the officers to give
thelr parole. The capitulation terms
fosiet that the Russian rank and file
of the garrison of Port Arthur will
come to Japan as prisopers of war.
The Japanese t0ook poesession of a
number of the forts of Port Arthur to-
day. The Russian officers and offi-
cials will be permitted to return to
Russia uoder parole, the officers re-
taiolog their eide arms.

General Stoessell is belug sharply
criticised for destroying the Russian
warships, attemptiog to choke the en-
trauce to the harbor of Port Arthur,
and dispatchiog the torpedo boat de-
etroyers to Chee Foo subsequent to
his offer to surrender the fortress.
CHE Fo0, Jan. 3.—Some interesting
statlstics concerning the defense of
Port Arthur were brought here by the
flotilla of Russian torpedo boat de-
stroyers which earrled numerous
chests containlog complete records of
General Stoeassell's army.

Originally the army numbered 35,-
000. Eleven thousand have been
killed, 16,000' are wounded or sick,
while 8,000 rerssined ln the forts, of
whom . however, 2,000 were vpable to
fight.

It is Jearned that when Geperal
Stoessel] wrote vo Geneval Nogl re-
garding she surreuder of the fortress,
be said:

“*I have 8,000 men in the forts and
%000 of thewe are able to fight, M you
do Dot accept my proposal.these men
will die firlming, bus it will cest you
three times their pumber to kill
them. '’

During the siege 6 per ceat, of the
garrison were put out of actien, This
remarkable faet was due to wounded
men returniog to the frons. Cases
have been reported where men have
gooe= %o the hoepitals seven times, ale
waye returning %o the fsont, The num-
ber of officers idlled was proportion-
ately greater than in any battle tnown
in history.

The: Russians estimate that the tak-
log of the fortress has cost Japan
3100,000,000.,

ada sod shose takec from animals
Statas. Old trappers,
goard the ladependent’s
supedlatively ridiculous.

howewer, ree
a8

They say

duced expenses in the admioistration | share in the benefits of the reclamea-{the domestic and Cazadian mutton-

of public affairs, and a decrease in|t
the tux burden,
There are some things in the plat- | #

form upon which majority members of | projects. The stroungest pretest comes feign snimal’s howl, but they

ion act, there are murmurs of discon-

tent over the slow progress made ‘s |dlscriminaed

tarting actual work upon irrigation

loving coxotes may sorsetimes be
from one s.nother
by the abssace of “h'&" in the fore
fail

the legislature were elected, that do|from North Dakota, wheve it is al-{to sec how a discrimination can be
pot receive any mention in the gov-|leged there has been very litite doue|made in tle avinals:’ pelts, unless

ernor's message,

It is believed, how-|in the matter of preliminary surveys.fthe Canudian goveramend makes It

ever, that they will not be forgotten | 8nd some of the politicians of thas [ mandatory for those frons the further

by representatives of the political | #

tate ure objecting to the plans pro-

vorth 0 tarry sround with them n.

party which made these pledges, aund | viding for construction wosk in other tinty pe lkesess of King Bdward.,

that the promised legislation will be| parts of the country.
ics who complain about the slow pro-
press being made io those matters, o

undertaken.

ln reply to crit-

2 recent Washington dispated says:

REGULATING RAILROAD RATES,

In some quarters impatience is ex-

g———e pressed at the time cousumed by the

Just now cougress is up aguainst ofpeclamation service to determine the
question which promises to be very |feasibllity of various irrigarion pros
much a live one until it is settled wond|jects and in the formulmion of de-

settled right. it involves the control | s
by the Inter-State Commerce Commis
sion or by congress of rallroad freight | ¢
rates so far

ivs antecedent to construction.

igns and plans and other preliminar-
Suvh
rivicism is vecessarily founded upon

us fixing reasonable|a total misunderstanding of the mag-

charges for service Is concerned. T'he | nitude and complexities of the matter

public press of the east through theie | §
special correspondents at Washington | )

pvolved,  An  Foglish eongiover of
ony experience in lodia, who recently

A lamd of Gl Slaves.

Chiaa is undoubssdly the greatest
slave soupiry in the wordd. Of a pop-
ulutica of 40,000, 00, ever one-foe-
tieth are slaves, Every family of
means keepa its giv! slaves, The girls
are mostly purehased %0 do hounwe-
work, it being chwaper to buy them
than 50 hire.

—

Aduged Land |rauds In Montanam

W asSHINGTON, Jan. 5.—To prowvide
sn sdditionnl safvgusrd against pub-
He land fravds, the geueral land office

and the associated press, have been | wraveled through the wesy, examining |is seeking as far s possible to have
telling their readers that u battle|the works of the reclamation service,.|its special agents investigate every
royal is 1 take place in the national | expressed very emphatically his as<|land entry ense before it passes to

capital this winter between powerful [tonishment at the promptuess wish | pasent,
which construction was sudertaken af-

interests on two sides of this question,

This policy, which alveady is

in full practige, bas boroe good re-

There are to be high priced railvoad [ter the passage of the act, and ex-|sults, and patents have been withheld
attorneys galore who will represent | pressed a conviction that it could vot [ wherever the sliphtest ground for sus-
the great company interests which are | have been undertuken so soon had i

opposed 1o uny new legislation which
will tend to add to the powers of the
later-State Commerce Commission in
coutrolling rates or interfering in
their business. There are also wealthy
stock interests and  other business
combinations ounly less important as
capitalists thun the rallroad compan-
ies that are quite as much determined
to obtain legislation that will result
in o practical control of railroad
freight rates. There Is the Inter-
State Commerce Commission itself,
which io repeatwed unopuasl reports to
congress has stated its absolate in-
ability under supreme court deeisions
to do much of anything in the way of
regulating railway affairs, even to ad-
‘mitting that they cannot stop the give
fog of seeret rebutes to favored cus-
rwomers by the railvond companies.
Such noted and votable men as Gov,
LaFollette, of Wisconsin, Gov. Van
Saut, of Mippesota, and Gov, Cume
mins, of lowa, all republicans in
pname at least, are pressing a bill in
congress, kuown as the Cooper biil,
with the design of controlling rail-
road rates. Many democratic wmem-
bers of each house of congress will
act with them. There 18 much talk in
Washington to the effect that Presi-
dent Roosevelt is in sympathy with
the move, or at least cannot be relied
on to veto such a measure if it passes.
It certainly looks as though there

not been for the large fund of infor-
mation which had been collected by
the geological survey previous to the
passage of the aet.
At the present weiting the veclama-
tion act has been on the statute books
exactly two years aud a half, 1o this
time between thivty awd forty large irv-
rigation projects have been exmmined,
twelve have been recommended for ap-
proval, and contracts for construction
have been either advertised or let on
six projects, as follows:

Truckee-Carson project in Nevada.
Copstraction commenead in March,
1904,

Salt river project, Arizona. Con-
struction commenced November, 1904,

Uncompahgre  project,  Colorado.
Construetion commencad
1004,

tion commenced in December, 1904,
Houodo project,

struction  commenved o December,

Juouary ¥, 1905,
400,000 o complete them,
of these has been outlined iu general,

supply, surveys or other faets, had
been gathered during the years when

might be something doing duriog the

November, |
Minidoka project, ldaho. Construe-

New Mexico, Cous

1904,
North  Platte  project, Nebraska.
P'roposals  advertised o be opened

The five projects under construction
will require an expenditure of #10,-
Fach oune

aod much data regardiog the water

such work wae carried on by the geo-

picion has beew fouud. The public
land servics was not long ago divided
into vine iaspeciion Jistricts, with ae
agent in ¢harge of each,  Iu conoee-
tion with the recent laud frand devels
opments, some interest attaches to the
investigaion of alleged fraudulent
desert land ootries on Montana, on
which special agents have been cus
Fuged,

Seuator Gibson, of that staw, many
months ago, sent two letters to the
commissioner of the generel lund of-
tice, forwarding complaints of cidizens
that there were frauds in this class of
ecotrivs, The matter was taken up,
and desert land entrics sinee then
have been vigidly iovestigated, The
complaints were that the lands entered
were not taken in good faith, were not
belog irvigated and were not entered
[ for cultivation purposes as required
by law. It was stated at the general

more general than specitic, but thae
cases of this sort have been under in-
vestigation in Montana avd elsewhero

for some monoths,
-
Missouri's Republican Senator,

JEFFERSON U1y, Mo., Jap., S.—
Thomas K. Niedringhaus, chairman
of the republican state central coms-
wittee, tonight was nominated by the
caucus of republican legislators for
United States seaator to succeed Frao-
¢is M. Cockrell. The nomination ine
sures his election.

land ottice that the complaiots were |

S Mitchedl Accepsed Brie.

PormLaxp, Ore.,. Jan, 3,—S. A. D.
Pater,. recently coavicted in this city,
with Herace G. MaKinley, Danis! T,

oonspivacy to defroud the government
out of public lands, made s statement

'to Ths Telegram taday in contradic-

tion te: statements issued by United
States Fenstor Joba H. Mitchell, in-
dicted by a grand jery on evidance
similox to that presented avthe erim-
inal toial of the conspirasors men-
touved above. Puter 3 statement fol-
lows:

‘1 gave Scoator Mitchell $2,008 to
get those patents through and 1 will
say that | never regretied telling any-
thing so much in ey life as the fact
that Mitebell took the money.. I laid
two 24,000 bills oo thotable, Mitchell
safd that it was too much, L was des-
perals and desired 10 get the patents
throvgh, sod told bim to take it and
do what be could to influence the eome
missioner | Congressmun Hermann ) to
take the claims up and get the patents
ssied. 1 knew that as a United
Stales senator Mitchell woald have a
lot of infuvence with the land office,
und. L was willing to pay that amount
to have the pateots issued.

- £
Can Evade Prohibition Law.

WASHINGTON, Jan. 35 —The

preme court of the United States
day reversed the decision of the su-
preme court of lown in two cases in-
volviog the consiruction of the lowa
prohibltory liquer law, the opinion in
sach caso being haanded down by Juse
sice White. Both cases involved the
action of state officers who seized and
destroyed packuges of liguor broughs
into the state C. O Do by express com-
panies,

The suprewe court of lowa sustaived
this procecding, but the judgment was
today reversed on the grouud thay it
is a coutrsvention of the interstate
commeree clause of the federal con-
stitution. Justice White added that
it such a practice were carried to its
legitimate couclusion, and the various
states piven authority to coutrol U,
O, D. shipments of merchaudise from
one state 1o unother, much of the io-
terstate business of the country would
be placed at the merey of the states.

e e

su-
to-

Martinl Law Is Expensive,

DENVER, Jan. 3.—State Treasurer
Whitoey Newton in his anoual report
|to the governor gives the total amount

;u( certificates of judebteduess fssued
in payment ot wmilitary expenses as
I8TI0 A6, and recommends that the
| legislature authorize an issae of $800,-
im\i “*issue bonds,"" payable in 23
[years aud to draw pot to exceed 3s
{per cent, interest aunuully.

A

| New York Has Big beht

NEW YORK., Jao. 3.
ed indebtedness almost half as great
as the total national debt aod a year-
Iy average growth and expansion so
“mmcusc that every etfort to keep

‘|abreast of it taxes

A gross fand~

the mupicipal
resources, is shown inthe anoual mes-
sage of Mayor George B. McClellan
to the board of aldermen. In all the
great departments the npeocessity for
immediate extension is shown. The
present system of jwater supply is lo-
adequate and a plan to expend imme-
dlne!y 890,000,000 in acquiriog water
sheds and bullding acqueducts and
mains {s approved,

—mr s
Inventor of the Gold Brick,

NEW YORK, Jao. 3.—A report has
reached this ci.y that Thomas O'Brien,
the notorious confidence man and al-
leged inventor of ‘‘the gold brick”
swindle, is dead in the Freoch penal
settlement at Cayepne, where he had
been serving a life sentence for the
murder of his partper, *Kid"”" Wad-
dell, in Paris in 1897,

O'Bricn's career was a remarkable
one, He was born 53 years ago In

Chicago, and aided by an attractive
personality, managed to make an en-
viable record. Many bold swindles
runniog {nto the thousande were cred-
fted to his name.

 WHENEVER

YOU WANT

Up-to-date Stationery,

School and Office
Supplies,

The Freshest of Fruit
and Candies,

Tobacco -and Cigars,

The Latest
Magazines or Novels,

COME TO THE

Post Office Store.

Tarpley and Mrs. Emma Watsen of The New overland
H

OTEL,
FRANK. McDONALD, Prop'r.

First-class service.. Central location.,
Hot and jold baths.
Furnace heat. Electric lights.

& BRates: B1.256 and 8150 per day.
8$7.00 per week.

FRONT STREET,

Tel 8 M.
22nd ANNUAL

D
CORN CATALOG OF
LNTERESTING THINGS
FOR ALL. EARLIEST
FIELD AND SWEET
CORN AND VFGETA-
I REE FOREST TREES

EXTRA PACKETS WITH
EVERY ORDER.
ORZAR M, WILL & CO,, BISMARCK, N. D.

C O A L

Burn GALT.
LUMP
and NUT

iIn Stoves and Ranges.

| NELSON LUMP
and EGG

For Furnaces and Steam.

FORT BENTON
P. 0. Box 167,

—_— -

A. L. LEW|S. Local Agent

SHORT ROUTE
FAST TIME
MINNEA;’OLIS

AN

|

|

5 8T. PAUL.

Connpecting with all railways for New
York, Chicago, and all points
East and South.
Eastbound Westbound
CHam.......0.,, BENTON,... ... .3:@0lam
L. W. McDONALD, Agent.

(4194)
STOCKMEN’S

NATIONAL BANK.

Capital PaidUp - -
Undivided Profits - -

$200,000
8176,000

CHAS. E. DUER, Prest,
J. V. CARROLL, Vice-Prest.
LOUIS D. SHARF, Cashier.

BoArRD OF DIRECTORS—Chas. E.
Duer, Chas. Lepley, Jos. Hirshberg,
Geo. W. Moore, C. H. Merrill, Jno,
V. Carroll, M. E. Milper, David G.
Browue, John Harris.
TRANSACTS A GENERAL
BANKING BUSINESS

Local Securities a Speciaity.
Interest Allowed on Fime Deposits.

Conrad Banking

COMPANY,
GREAT FALLS, MONT

(Unincorvorated.)

PAID UP CAPITAL.............s0s § 300,000
INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIRILITY..2 000,000

W. G. CONRAD, Pre-.
JAMES T. STANFORD,
Vice-Pres. und Manager.
P. KELLY, Cashier.

This bank solicits accounts, and
offers to depositors abwolute security,
| prompt and careful attention, and the
most liberal treatment consistent with
safe and profitable banking. Buaye
and sells foreign exchaoge, drawing
direct on all principal American and
European cities, and issues its own
Letters of Credit,

Interest paid on time deposits. The
highest cash price paid for approved
state, county, city and school bonds
and warrants.

W. M. DAVIS
& SONS...

Carry a Complete Stock of
Staple and Fancy

GROCERIES

And are prepared to supply

your wants at all times.

Country Produce,
Confectionery,
Fruits and Nuts.

A COMPLETE LINE OF
Cigars, Tobaccos, Pipes, Etc.

Front St., Fort Benton

Benton :: Stables.

3E0, ¥, LEWIS & SON, Prp's.
Livery, Sale and Feed Stables!

Light and Heavy Turnouts by the day, week, ¢
month, FINE TEAMS A SPECIALTY. Hopses
Wagonz, Bugysi il
times, and for =

Hurness on hand ot al

L reasonable prices,

80 YEARS'
EXPERIENCE

Traoe MARKS
Desians

.“ M. T
uickly ascertain our opinion -W:Z
invention is probably Communics-
:::‘n‘-[nnct‘l mﬂdcmli “& onPltltnu
res. Sgeoey patents,
Patents taken through E
special motice, without ll?-.n el
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