
THE RIVER PRESS, 

PEOPLE OF 
PROMINENCE 

Thomas w. lawson. whose 
fight with Standard OH finan­
ciers has attracted national at­
tention, has in Iiis magazine ex­

positions of what lie terms "frenzied 
finance" made some most picturesque 
contributions to current literature. Re­
cently brokers in Wall street and other 
financial marts held their breath dur­
ing the struggle between Lawson and 
his stock market foes over Amalga­
mated Copper stock. People are puz­
zled to know how to take Lawson. but 
nobody denies his 
fearlessness and his 
brilliancy. He has 
a wonderful gift 
for making money, 
and it apparently 
troubles him little 
to lose it. He went 
into a bank at 
twelve and by the 
time he was seven­
teen had cleaned 
U P $17.000. II e THOMAS W. LAW-
knows the financial sox-

game as well as many who can count 
more millions than he can, but he 
seems to enjoy the zest of the game it­
self more than the mere acquisition of 
fabulous wealth. In personal appear­
ance Mr. Lawson, now forty-five years 
of age, is tall and handsome, in the 
prime of his physical and mental ener­
gies. His hair, just turning gray, runs 
back in waves from a finely arched 
forehead, beneath which are piercing 
gray eyes that gain power from be­
ing set under deep brows. He looks 
to be what he is—a born fighter. 

Governor James K. Vardaman of 
Mississippi, who lias come into notice 
by reason of his uncomplimentary re­
marks at different times about Presi­
dent Roosevelt, was chosen chief exec­
utive of Mississippi in 1903. He is a 
lawyer by profession, but is also an 
editor, and it was because of an article 
in a paper edited by him at Green­
wood, Miss., that the controversy arose 
over the naming of a postoffice in the 
governor's honor. The postmaster gen­
eral held that the article contained lan­

guage disrespectful 
to the mother of the 
president and refused 
on this account to 
compliment the gov­
ernor in the naming 
of the postoffice in 
question. 

Governor Varda­
man was in the 
Spanish war and held 
the rank of major. 
Ile is known for his 

J. K. VARDAMAN. ability as an orator. 
He made his campaign for governor on 
a platform declaring in favor of divid­
ing the school funds of the state so 
that only money derived from taxation 
of the property of negroes should be 
used for the support of schools for the 
colored people. Because of this plat­
form and his general attitude on the 
question of white supremacy his elec­
tion created some consternation among 
the negroes of the state. One of the 
governor's friends, in calling on him a 
few days after his election, said: 

"I have an old servant who has been 
with me for years, and just before I 
started to Greenwood he came to me 
and sadly asked if it were true that 
you had been nominated. I told him 
it was. 

" 'lie's g wine to be govemuh?' the 
old man demanded. 

" 'He certainly is.' 
" 'Well, Marse John,' he said mourn 

fully, 'd.it settles it. I gotter give you 
warniu'. I'm powerful sorry, but I'm 
gwine to leave you. Dey tolls nie dat 
de niggers won't have no chance w;d 
him in de statehouse.' 
" 'Where are you going ?' I amusedly 

asked. 
" 'I'm gwine to move to Vieksburg. 

I jes nat'clielly gotter git out er Mis­
sissippi.' " 

Representative James A. Hemenway 
of Indiana, who aspires to the seat in 
the senate of Vice President Elect 
Fairbanks and is said to be slated for 
it. got into politics accidentally, so to 
speak, but as events 
have proved, was r. 
born for just such a j 
career. Mr. Hemen- * 
way lives at Boon- {< 
rille, where lie wo# {; 
born forty-four years 
ago. Ile attended the 
common schools, but 
at thirteeu years of 
age lost his father 
and had to begin 
making his own liv 
ing. Ile sold papers. 
did "chores," worked JAMES A. HEMEN-
in a tobacco factory WAY. 
and at nineteen went to Kansas anil 
took up a homestead claim. Ile lived 
oil his homestead farm long enough to 
comply with government regulations 
as to establishing ownership and then 
returned to Boonville, his railroad fare 
exhausting his funds, so that he did not 
have a dollar in his pocket when he 
arrived at his destination. He went to 
work in the tobacco factory again, but 
soon found an opportunity to begin the 
study of law. 

In 1S&4 the Republicans of the three 
counties comprising the Second judi­
cial district of Indiana were at a loss 
to find men enough to fill the places on 
their ticket. The nominations went 
begging, as the Democratic majorities 
were usually so large as to make the 
election of a Republican almost hope­
less. Under these conditions the un­
sought nomination for prosecuting at­
torney was giveu to young Hemenway. 
Thinking that he would thereby re­
ceive advertising that would be useful 
in his future practice and without ex­
pectation of winning the election, be 

detvuniiiod to make au aggressive cam­
paign. Borrowiug an old horse and a 
decrepit buggy, he made a thorough 
canvass of the district. When the 
votes were couuted it was found, to the 
surprise of eveu Hemenway himself, 
that he had been elected. He was then 
not eveu a member of the bar and had 
never appeared in court to try a case. 
But uo bar examination was required 
before he could be sworn in, and he 
tackled his new duties bravely. He 
won his first case. His next task was 
a murder case, and he secured the con­
viction of the defendant. 

In 1894 Mr. Hemenway was elected 
to congress and is now serviug his 
fifth consecutive term. He was recent­
ly re-elected for n sixth term. He was 
appointed on the appropriations com­
mittee and when Representative Can­
non of Illinois became speaker succeed­
ed him as chairman of that committee. 
He thus occupies iu many respects the 
most important position in the house 
of representatives next to that of the 
speaker himself. 

William R. Willeox. whose nomina­
tion as postmaster of New York was 
recently confiifiied by the United 
States senate, has made a record as a 
public spirited citizen, having given 
special attention to such municipal 
problems as improving the conditions 
of life in the congested tenement sec­
tions and extending the park system 
of New York so as to make a larger 
number of breatli-
I n g spots. Mr. 
Willeox was born 
in Smyrna. X. Y.. 
in 1803. He grad­
uated from the 
normal school at 
Brookport and from 
Rochester univer­
sity, winning high. 
honors at the latter 
institution. He was 
principal of the 
academy at Web- WILLIAM R. WILL-
ster and of the cox. 
Spring Valley High school. In 1889 
he graduated from the law depart­
ment of Columbia university, New 
York, and the following year began 
the practice of law in the same 
city. In 1900 he ran for congress and, 
though defeated, cut down the usually 
large Democratic majority in his dis­
trict. Setli Low appointed him a mem­
ber of the park board. He belongs to 
numerous clubs and lias published arti­
cles on such subjects as social econ­
omy and education. 

Mr. Willeox lias been known as a 
worker for clean politics in Greater 
New York. 

John Dalzell of Pittsburg, who repre­
sents theThirtiethPennsylvanla district 
in the house of representatives, is known 
as a ready debater. Iiis district includes 
some of the most extensive manufac­
turing industries of the Keystone State, 
and lie has always strenuously resisted 
any suggestions that the tariff be 
lowered. lie came into prominence 
during his first term despite the fact 
that a first term member usually has 
little to do but vote, for the argument 
on the Mills bill was then on, and it 
was not in the mental makeup of Mr. 
Dalzell to remain silent when the tariff 
was under discussion. He got a chance 

to break into the de­
bate and made a fif­
teen minute speech 
which created his 
reputation as a con­
gressional speaker. 
Notwithstanding his 
long experience iu 
debate, Mr. Dalzell 
still has feelings 
like those of the 
schoolboy who gets 
up to speak his 
first piece. At a 

of congress Mayor 
George B. MeClellan of New York, then 
a member of the house, discovered Mr. 
Dalzell pacing up and down a commit­
tee room. 

"What's the matter?" asked Mr. Me­
Clellan. "You seem to bo nervous." 

"I am nervous," replied Mr. Dalzell. 
"I'm going to speak on this Philippine 
tariff bill. I always have stage fright 
for hours before a speech." 

Representative Dalzell has served al­
most twenty years iif congress. Ile was 
born in New York in 1845 and grad­
uated from Yale college twenty years 
later, lie won distinction at the bar 
before being elected to congress. 

Uncle Joe Cannon, tin' speaker of 
the house of representatives, has a way 
of addressing his colleagues on in­
formal occasions which Indicates that 
he regards them with fatherly affec­
tion. He is sixty-eight years of age. 
and his venerable appearance and re­
semblance to an old fashioned New 
England deacon, combined with the 
fact that lie lias been iu congress for 
thirty years, give him license t » tre.it 
new arrivals in the halls of legislation 
witli paternal con­
descension. For this 
reason and because 
of the kindly and 
good humored spirit 
In which it is offer­
ed congressmen do 
not often protest 
against Uncle Joe's 
fatherly advice In 
matters pertaining 
to legislation. When speaker caxxox. 
congress opened on 
Dee. 5 Speaker Cannon undertook to 
give friendly counsel to the members 
entering his room and urge on them 
the wisdom of keeping down appropria­
tions owing to the necessity of over­
coming a threatened government defi­
cit. To one delegation that called on 
him the speaker remarked: 

"Boys, you must look the situation 
In the face and go a little slow. The 
treasury statement shows there is 
about a $30.000.000 gap between tbe 
vest and the trousers.'* 

PORTO RICAN TRADE 

IT IS BRACING UP THROUGH AMERI­

CAN ENTERPRISE. 

Improvements In the Island — Fine 
Ronds Ballt—The üaKir Industry. 
Fralt Canneries Are Needed — To­
bacco and Rice Crops. 

The future of the island of Porto 
Rico has been the subject of much dis­
cussion since it came under the flag of 
the United States. Now that a stable 
American civil government has been 
established and American capital has 
begun to assist native genius, the pros­
pects of Porto Rico grow brighter 
every day. The Porto Ilicans wept lit­
tle when the control of the island 
passed from Spain to the United States, 
and in general they have welcomed 
American institutions and ideas. As 
the invasion by American soldiers 
under General Miles was a friendly 
one, so the invasion by American cus­
toms, implements and industrial meth­
ods which has transpired since lias 
been in the interest of the natives and 
the general progress of the island. 

One of the most conspicuous results 
of the American occupancy is the new 
system of road building which has been 
established. Under tills system haz­
ardous mountain paths have been 
transformed into fine driveways, over­
looking the picturesque country and 
affording charming glimpses of the 
scenery of tbe island. 

Much attention has been given to the 
establishment of the new system of 
public instruction, which is based on 
that prevailing in the va ri jus states of 
the Union. Both English and Spanish 
are taught, however, and native teach­
ers as well as those born on the main­
land of the United States are em­
ployed. In the matter of commerce 
and industry the island has made 
progress that is remarkable in view of 
the many handicaps that have existed. 
Porto Rican sugar captured a grand 
prize at the recent Louisiana Purchase 
exposition, yet the industry Is only in 
its infancy. Statistics show that the 
production of sugar has more than don-

PRESIDENT W. C. T. U. 

JOHN DALZELl.. 

recent session 

Character and ~>ireer of Mrs. Lillian 
SI. V Stevens. 

When the late Frances E. Willard 
was summoned by the messenger of 
death to surrender the position of pres­
ident of the Women's Christian Tern- ! 
perance union her mantle fell upon the 
shoulders of Mrs. Lillian M. N. Ste­
vens. Mrs. Stevens occupied the post 
of vice president at large and at Miss 
Willard's death at once took up her 
duties in accordance with the provi-

Humor and Philosophy 
By DUNCAN N. SMITH 
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M11S. LILLIAN M. N. STEVENS. 

slous of the constitution of the society. 
At the next annual convention she was 
duly chosen president and has held the 
office continuously siuce, being re-elect 
ed for another term at the W. C. T. U. 
national convention held In Philadel­
phia early In December. 

Mrs. Stevens stood very close to Miss 
Wilhird and, being in entire sympathy 
with her ideas of work, carried for­
ward her policy when called to nssume 
the guidance of W. C. T. U. affairs. 
She is a native of Maine, resides in 
Portland and was born in 1844. She 
is thus sixty years of age. but is well 
preserved, though In early life she was 
in delicate health. She says that bet-
work for others has been a great bene­
fit to her own physical personality. 
She was married at the age of twenty-
one and found in her husband one who 
was ready to sympathize with the 
ideas of work for social reform Which 
already had begun to take shape in her 
mind. She also found a warm helper In 
her mother. Her husband supported 
her likewise In her ideas regarding the 
extension of the suffrage to women. 
On this subject she has very strong 
convictions and is an ardent friend of 
Miss Susan B. Anthony. Mrs. Stevens 
has been connected with W. C. T. U. 
work for over thirty years. She repre­
sented the state of Maine on the board 
of lady mnnngers of the Columbian 
exposition. 

AN EXPERT IN HIS LINE. 

NEW YAIU'COSA KOAD AND KOAI» BEI WEEN 
FAYAUDO AND NAUCAUO. 

bled since American occupation. Porto 
Rican sugar is being more and more 
sought iu the markets of the wqrld. 

According to statistics furnished by 
. the Porto Rican commission to the St. 
' Louis fair, an acre of land iu this Is­

land will produce at a low estimate 
i fifty tons of sugar cane, which sells at 
1 $80 per ton. making a total yield of 
I $4,00D per acre. Under former condi-
i tious the manufacturer allowed the 
I planter $'J00 per acre for his cane in 
other words, extracted a toll of one-
half for working up the productr-but 

: with the introduction of modern imple­
ments for cultivating and harvesting 

1 the cane and modern machinery for the 
! sugar mills all this is being rapidly 
: changed. Yankee genius lias improved 
( the methods and cheapened the cost of 
I cultivation, and at the same time the 
; cost of operating the sugar mills has 
j been lessened, so that greater returns 
come to both planter and manufactur 

! er. Instead of the many small nulls 
that formerly dotted the country large 

j and finely equipped factories have 
i been built, at which the planter may 
j receive a fair price for his crop. Prices 
j are quoted on cane lands in sections 
: where sugar factories have not yet 
j been established as low as $10 per acre 
j and at from .$10 to $"0 near the large 
j sugar mills. 

American occupation has also given 
a marked stimulus to the rice and to­
bacco industries. The figures show a 
most encouraging development In the 
extent of these industries. American 
merchants are beginning to learn the 
value of the products of the cocoa bean 
from Porto Rico and of the jellies, 
fruit extracts and preserved fruits that 
come from the island. . The fruit in 
dustry could be made much more ex­
tensive and profitable than at the pres­
ent time by wise expenditure of capi­
tal. Besides oranges, pineapples, fl^s, 
lemons, etc., Porto Rico produces some 
varletif'« of tropical fmits which pos­
sess many desirable qualities, but are 
little ttown on the mainland of the 
United States. It is believed that 
these will come ere long to be impor­
tant articles In the market. The lack 
of canneries is a handicap to the 
growth of the fruit industry at present, 
and it is claimed that capital invested 
In these would reap good returns as 
well as benefit tbe island. 

Mow Little Dorothy 
Studies In Sekool 

Copyright, 1904, by Duncan M. Smith. 

PERT PARAGRAPHS. 

Truth is mighty, but u lie is smooth­
er. 

People without money are people to 
whom sin appertains; rich people have 
only little peccadillos and idiosyncra­
sies. 

Some people talk a good deal to keep 
their hearers from thinking. 

Good children 
arethekind that 
your neighbors 
do not have. 

Guidebooks 
are sadly lack­
ing lu that they 
do not point out 
n short cut to 
Easy street. 

A mule may not be able to read und 
write, but he can make his mark. 

A brave man Is one whose bluff 
hasn't been called. 

Marriage is a great eye opener, and 
it also has a tendency to open pocket-
books. 

It will be observed that the simple 
life only appeals to those on whom 
financial stress does not force it. 

The difference between gambling nnd 
speculating lies largely in the different 
shirt patterns affected by different 
men. 

Picking up a warm horseshoe Is mild 
amusement as compared with careless­
ly taking hold of a live wire. 

«Eft ME 
0*> 

N| THINK I shall take Muriel out of 
1 school and teach her myself this 

winter," said young mother No. 1. 
"There must be something defective 
about the public school system, for «he 
doesn't know how to read yet." 

Young mother No. 2 smiled remlnis-
cently. "1 tried that with Dorothy last 
year," she said. 

"With what success?" 
"Well, we got on very well until we 

came to double letters. There the child 
balked, for she couldn't seem to learn 
to spell the word without repeating the 
letter twice. 'You mustn't say b-e-1-1, 
bell, Dorothy,' I insisted. 'Spell the 
word b-e-double 1.' 

"Finally I succeeded in drilling the 
doubling process into her head only too 
thoroughly, as I found one day when I 
wanted to show her father iiow she 
had progressed under my tuition. I 
pointed to a lesson which began. Up, 
up, Mary, the sun is high,' and told her 
to read it. She looked fit it for a mo­
ment with a puzzled frown, then she 
began confidently. 
" 'Double up, Mary, the sun Is high!' 
"At lier father's suggestion she re-

: turned to school next day."—New York 
( Tress. 

It would add much to the sum total 
of man's happiness If fishing could be 
done in the winter in some warm base­
ment with sawdust oil the floor. 

General WUkoii, Who Will Manawe 
the IniiuKuriitioii Ceremonies. 

Brigadier Geueral John Moulder Wil­
son of Washington says that he con­
siders his appointment as chairman of 
the inaugural committee a call to duty 
nnd that as a military man he ought 
not to fall to response to such a call 
even though he Is now on the retired 

, list. General Wilson is sixty-seven 
i years of age. He has figured as muster 
of ceremonies at numerous times under 

: both Republican and Democratic presl-
j dents. 
j The chairman of the Inaugural eoui-
mittee has no easy task in planning 
nnd overseeing the various exercises 
and functions incident to this ccre-
inon.v. General Wilson is accustomed 
to the problems involved In carrying a 
programme of this kind through sue-

The Aftermath. 
•Twiiw the week after Christmas, 

And scattered about 
Were battered tin soldiers. 

An army in rout; 
Three wheeled locomotives, 

A ship short one deck. 
All looking tis though 

They had been through a wreck. 

A dolly was armless; 
It's face was a sight. 

The new lire wagon 
Was Indderiess quite; 

The ark was lopsided. 
In grief was Its erew; 

You never had guessed 
They so "ately were new. 

The new drum was noiseless, 
its head was caved In; 

The tin horn was tootless. 
The top wouldn't spin, 

The dishes were broken. 
The picture books torn. 

The painted drum major 
Was sad and forlorn. 

'Twas the week after Christmas. 
Things lay everywhere 

That Santa had picked 
With such trouble and care. 

The old fellow looked, 
But he just couldn't smile. 

He said to himself. 
"Is It really worth while?" 

He I.ost His Nickel. 
"What's the matter, bub?" queried 

the kind hearted old man who saw a 
newsboy looking around in front of the 
Union station the other evening as if 
in search of a lost article. 

"I'll git licked when I git home." 
anitiled the body in reply. 

"Who'll lick y ouï" 
".Me fad tier." 
"What for?" 
"For 'osin' a nickel." 
"Sure yon lost it around here?" 
"Dead sure, and me fadder won't 

take no excuse." 
"Ile won't, eh? Well, we must see 

what we can do about it. You appear 
to Ih» a very nice boy, and I don't want 
you to be licked for an accident." 

"Den you'll gimme de nickel, will 
you?" asked the lad as u grin lurked at 
the corners of his mouth. 

"I'll do better than that, bub—a heap 
better. Here are my spectacles. Put 
them on and look around again, and 
you may find two nickels Instead of 
one. If you do, I won't nsk you to 
divide."—Chicago News. 

I'liKrateful. 
"Say, that little Frenchman who 

came into the saloon the other night 
where we were all drinking and asked 
for help was the most ungrateful little 
wretch in the world. Dhl you hear 
what he called us when he was leav­
ing?" 

"No. What?" 
"Why, he kept repeating till he got 

clear out the door, 'Tanks, t'anks, 
t'anks!' "—New Orleans Times-Demo­
crat. 

Her Faith. 
Little Elsie was going on a railway 

Journey. When her mother put her to 
bed in the sleeping car at night the 
child was requested to say her pruy-
ers ua usual. 

"Oh. what's the use of bothering God 
about It tonight?" she demanded. "The 
engiueer'U take care of us all right, 
won't he?"—New York Times. 

1* II If Nil III, 

"Tlmmlns is absolutely the most won­
derful married man I know," said Bar­
low. 

"As to how /" asked Mulllns. 
"He calls his wife's mother his mam-

ma-ln-law."—Town Topics. 
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BUKiADH.lt GENERAL JOHN M. WILSON. 

cessfully. He was born in Washington, 
and as a boy he served us a page in 
the senate chamber. lie attended 
West Point Military academy and serv­
ed in the civil war, being brevetted six 
times for bravery. During both of 
President Cleveland's terms lie was 
the army officer In charge of social and 
military affairs at the White House. 
For several years he was superintend­
ent of the West Point academy. In 
1897 he became chief of the army en­
gineer corps, with the rank of brigadier 
geueral. He was retired In 1001. Presi­
dent Roosevelt made him a member of 
the anthracite coal strike commission. 

Ran Out oi Material. 
"He is ver.v proud of the fact that he 

is a self made man." 
"If he is so smart as ail that It is 

strange lie did not make some more 
hnir for the tup of his head." 

Easy. 
"What's the difference between u 

strict schoolteacher anil an indulgent 
parent?" 

"Don't know." 
"Usually a had boy." 

A Leap Year Proposal. 
There was ii young girl of Montana 
Who gave a young man a Havana. 

When he'd smoked It awhile 
She remarked, with a smile, 

"Oo you think you would like to have 
Anna ?" 

Good Eye. 
"What a beau­

tiful complexion 
Miss Dushaway 
lias!" 
"Yes; her new 

maid is quite an 
artist." 

More Terrible Punishment. 
"lu a lit of rage he threw a plate at 

his wife." 
"Did she sue liiui for divorce?" 
"No; she made him buy her a seal­

skin sack." 

Be Honest. 
Don't steal a, loaf; you'll git In Jail; 

You know that In advance. 
Don't steal a million dollars, for 

You'll never get the c hance. 

MI nu lulerhtn lid 1 n u. 
Kate—Dolly is wearing l.ouis XX 

shoes now. 
Belle—I knew they were pretty big, 

hut I didn't think that they were more 
than sevens Somervlllc .Ionnull. 

I'll II of ( oiicclt. 

His Inspiration, 
"He discovered three comets In one 

night." 
"Gretat advertisement for the brand 

be had been drinking." 

Forced on Them. 
"Do you think people read poetry?" 
"Certainly; many of them know the 

Street car ads. by heart." 

«s 

"There is the house you were born in. 
Miss Bessie. Do you recognize it?" 

"No, indeed. The neighborhood is 
hopelessly unfashionable now."—Chi­
ta go American. 

An Kpltapb. 
His ankles are weary, 

He's footsore and lame; 
Sensations of woe 

Rise all over his frame. 
He Is dixzy and faint 

With the roar of the throng— 
Hls wife went out shopping 

And took htm along 

She is fragile and fair. 
He Is lusty and tall, 

Yet she's blithe as a bird 
And enjoying It all. 

He says for'his tombstone 
These words won't be wrong: 

"My wife went out shopping 
And took me along." 

—Washington Star. 


