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THE RAILWAY MAIL SERVICE,

Whether or not the rallroads as a
whole are sufficiently well paid by the
government is a question about which
for years there has been much contro-
versy, says the New York Times. The
compensation of the railroads was
fixed by law in 1873. By subsequent
amendments in 1876 and 1878 the rate
of pay was reduced 10 per cent. and
then 5 per cent. There has been no
change since. The scheme of compen-
sation, however, was based on a slid-
ing scale, which reduced the ra'e of
pay as the weight of the malil carrled
increased. In additionto this pay by
weight, an allowance is made to rail-
roads employing cars devoted exclu-
sively to the carriage of mail. The
total amount paid to the railroads
under both these heads in the fiscal
year ended June 30,1905, was 844,226,

9909. Of this total about 839,000,000
was for transportation proper, and
about 85,000,000 was the allowance for
special mail cars.

The rate of pay graduates from
81.71 per ton per mile in the case of a

each 2,000 pounds in excess of 5,000

was accepted as a sufficlent nlodp'

that he would at least emulate the
doughty deeds of his distinguished
tor, npotwithstanding the old
proverb about great men's sons. But
when Mr. Garfield turged up later,
fat and rosy, with no marks of battle
upon his well-upholstered person, and
reported that the beef trust was a
much-abused Ionocent corporation,
doing business at an iofinitesimal
profit and often at a loss, the country
wept--all but the cattle raisers and
meat consumers—to think of the great
injustice it bad been doing these
noble philanthroplists: and then, as
one good turo deserved another,
somebody poured a bucket of white-
wash over the young commissioner
whose name was too big for him. His
apologists averred that the packers
had taken a cruel advantage of Mr.
Garfield's youth and innocence—in
fact, had cruelly deceived him by
means of a double set of books.
Now it appears that the biter was
bitten and Mr. Garficld decelved the
packers. According to the testimony
of three men of high standiog In Chi-
cago—one of them an ex-comptroller
of the federal treasury—Commissioner
Garfield assured the packers that
nothiog o his reports would be used
agalost them by the government, and
on the streogth of this pretense he was
given frce access to the most private

field's assurances of immunity as a

question of but a short time. The
traction lines have started on that
basis and are multiplylog thelr inks
throughout the country. Every judi-
clous saving that can be applied will
be adopted In the business of traps-
portation, which is iocreasing with
great bounds. The world today has
550,000 miles of railway and 24,000,000
net tons of carryiog capacity on the
ocean, three-fourths of which vessels
depend on steam. In the last century
the increase was 500 per cent in ocean
tonnage, and the whole business of
railroadiog bad Its rise within that
period. With steam rallway lines be-

ginolog to chaoce to electricity gen-
erated by water power along the
routes, the trend of transportation,

and other activives calling for power,

is clearly foreseen.

—e
Hard On the Dog.

A year or two ago a well known

New York financier, who was visitiog
China, was the recipient of many
courtesies.
mission had been accomplished he
concelved the idea that it would be
the proper thing to tender to the vice-
roy some token in recognition of the|!© 8ssume any such rvesponsibility,
courtesies mentioned. So he sent to
the official in question an uncommonly
fine bull pup that he had brought with
him.

When the financier's

In a few days came the viceroy's

pounds. This shows clearly how the| bar to the prosecution which the gov-|8ulte had it served for breakfast and

the sumount of mail carried. This
also accounts for the further fact
that, while the rate of pay as fixed by
law is now what it was in 1878, when
the average

working of the sliding scale has io ef-
fect reduced the rate of carrying the
mails

reduced,

pay for increasiog the speed of mail
trains.

public and by competition between the | w
hie friends, but he will have to look| York about #31.

An illustration of the inadequate|up the famous recipe that used to
pay sometimes received by the rail-|m

rallroads themselves.

All that has been accom- trayed his trust as well as the pack-
plished in this direction has been uc-|ers.
complished by thea ppeals of the post- | fonse of Loomis and Paul Morton and
oflice department in the interest of the | Press Agent Bishop has given him a|¢8te & child in school.

ell-earned reputation for sticking to | the Bverage cost is about 814, in New :::.:lnlng industry for thelr daily

Whether the cluim is good in law
or not, the country weuld like to know
whut Commissioner Garfield meant by
muking such a promise.

nopolistic trusts in general,

bee

It appears that Mr. Garfield has be-

President Roosevelt's warm de-

Did he sup-|jng his men long hours recently hired
pussenger and freight | pose, as some cynical folks say, that|an Irishman.
rates were much higher the automatie | the government's attitude toward mwo-| pancher
and thelto buy & new bed for Pat. **Yez
f trust in particular was merely a|peed not git extravagant on me ac-
8y much or more thau the|bluffY What possible use could the couns,” said Pat: *if it's just she
freight and passenger rates have been | federal authorities have for his res
port except as a basis for prosecu-
The railroads arc allowed no extra|tion?

ake such a lasting coat of whitewash | ferent in different states.

rate of pay drops with an increase in|ernment has instituted against them.|8ccord it unqualified praise.’
Sl ey Shi

Iiﬁ Needed a Lantern,

A raocher who is koown for work-

A day or so later the
said he was goiog to town

Peculiar and Peminent.

A bushel of bituminous coal is dif-
In Illinois,

roade for mail carriage is found in|for the White House if he expecte to|Iowa, Missouri and Kentucky its

the statement of a former president of | stick to Garfield. —Kansas City Jour-| weight is 80 pounds; in Pennsylvania, |9f the lsthmian canal commission,
the Long Islaod railroad to the effect| gal. 76 pounds, aad in Indiana, 70 pounds, | '80smitting to the secretary, of war
A court of law is & reminiscence of | 'D ™8iority snd minerity jreperts of
the time when the justice sat in the the board of consulting engineers,. to-
open courtyard, and the *‘dock” fe gether with the view of the canal com-
from a German word meaning a recep-
tacle, while the “‘bar' {s a Weleh

that the bootblackiog privilege on the
company’s ferryboats ylelded the
company one-fifth of the amount re-
ceived from the government for trans-
porting the mails all over the lines of

dispatch, Representative Dixon has in

—_—
ELECTRICITY AND STEAM.

According to & recent Washington

troduced a bill in congress to author-
ize the construction of a dam across
the Missourl river near Helena, for

the company.
The average weight upon which is

based the payment for mail traospors
tation is determined by actual weigh-
Jogs made for a period of ninety daye
once in four years. The weighing
period was formerly fixed by law at
oot less than thirty days, but was re-
cently increased to ninety days. Just
now the date is approaching for the
weighing of mails on the western lines.
For the moment thie has added greater
zest to the competition between the
several lines. The more mall the
roads can carry duriog the three
mooths of weighiog thejlarger will be
their pay for the next four years.
This quadrennial determination of the
weight is somethiog of a hardship for
the railroads. The mails vormally

course of four years. Ithas been esti-
mated that on an uverage the roads in
this way carry 20 per cent. wore
weight thao they are paid for.

1n 1866, when the Union Pacific rail-
road was opened to the Pacific coast,
the runniog time from New York to
the coast was about nioecteen days,
That was considered remarkably fast
time in those days. Now it Is three
aud @ half days. A more strikiog
illustration of the evolution ef our

railway and of our mail service as
well could hardly be found.

THE PRINCE OF CHUMPS.

Commissioner Garfield is not con-
nected with the department of justiee
and was never authorized to make
any promlises in its behall or on its
account. If the beef trust packers did
not know this they were densely igno-
rant, and so were their high-priced
attorneys and counsclors. Just why
the government should be bound by
the promise of an ofMicial who was
without authority to make such a
promiee, and whe could pot be sup-
posed by uny inotelligent person to
have such authority, is beyond the
comprehension of the ordinary citi-
Zen.

But if the testimony of the witneeses
in the packers' case is to be believed,
Commissioner Garfield is easily the
prince of chumps in President Roose-
velt's official family—and that is say-
ing a good deal. Facile princeps i3
po name for it: he is the royal flush
of four-flushers, and that is the limit,

When President Roosevelt declared
war agalnst the beef trust and sent his
chosen kopight, young Mr. Garfield,
out on the firing line and beyood to
reconnoiter the enemy and report to
headquarters preparatory to a general
assault, the country breathed a sigh
of rellef and the innocent bystanders
united in saying that there was going
to be trouble. Mr. Garfleld's name

the purposes of water power and firrls
gation.
apital City lmprovement company,|iog king, is said to be richer even
f Helena, which proposes to supply |than Rockefeller. Half the mines in
electrical power to the Butte and Apa-| South Africa belong to him, includ-
onda smelters. log the fabulous wealth of Kimber-
Electrical power promises to sup-|ley’s diamond owtput.
laot steam in the near future, for|Of his wealth can not be stated, but a
early all the purposes for which the|rough estimate places it at 81,000,000,
atter ls used, and the demand for|000. His yearly income is 852,
uch power in Montana can be sup-|which means that he gets 8100 every
plied te an almost unlimited extens|minute of his life, or, to put it anether
from the Missouri river. Any num-|Wway, $1,000,000 a week.

ber of dams can be bullt, and the
power transmitted to such polnts as
may need It.

The displacement of steam by elec-|of 5 925,000 prize for correctly nam-|Admiral and Commlissioner Endicott, |
ric power is the subject of av interest- | no the attendance at the St. Loule
og article in the Globe-Democrat, | gxposition in 1904 was Frank Camp-
which says two railroads in Colorado | ye]|, a convict in the Nebraska state:
have decided to chaoge their motlve| penjientiary, who still has one year
power from steam to electricity, this|mope 1o serve for embezzlement.

-Ne]
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iocrease very greatly duriog the:

The dam will be built by the

step having suggested itself loog ago

ers. Work is about to begin in In-
stalling electric power on the Pacifie
coast braoches of the Canadian Pacitic
railway. A paper publlshed in the
stute of Washiogton says a similar
transformation will soon take place
there, for cvery railroad going
through the Cascade mountains is
within sight and casy reach of water
powers of enormous magoitude, From
every gorge and cunyon meuntaio tor-
rents pour dowp, ready to be har-
pessed, and in that climate they are
pot lce-locked in winter. Electricity
generated by water is now the motive
power on the urban and ioterurban
car systems of western Washiogton,
aud has proved to be an important
economic advanee, That point was
settled maoy centuries ago in favor of
water power, and is one of the funda-
mental facts of engineering.

A bill introduced fo congress lately
proposes a lease of the water power
along a deep waterway from St. Louis
to Lake Michigan, by way of the
Mississippi and Illinols rivers, on
terms that are represented to cover
interest on the cost of constructing the
ship channel. According to the re.
ports of engineers, a l4-foot channel
could be built for 831,000,000, A com-
pany of New York capitalists will 1n.
vest 850,000,000 in utiliziog the Feather
river in northern California to supply
cleetric power, light and heat to San
Fraocisco, Sacramento, aod a loug
chain of other cities and towns, What
has been done at Niagara in geuerat.
ing clectricity by water is o familiar
story.

A recent prediction of the leading
periodical devoted to the irou interests
is that the electrification of the steam

from their vasaals.

Alfred Beit, the South African mine

The aggregate

1000,

————
Convict Wins Big Prize.

LINCOLN, Neb,, Feb. 7.—The winoen'

The winoer, however, will receive

to engineers and even casual observ only 812,500, as fearing that he might
have difficulty i securing the money
while imprisoned, he agreed to pay a

lawyer half of the prize in case he

was successful io securing it.
S O e R I

Another Road For Moutana,

DENVER, Feb, 7.—With the ioten
tion of locatiog a route for the pro-
posed exwnsion of the Colorado &
Southern railroad from Orin, Wyom-
ing, to & junction with the Canadian
Paclfic in Assioniboia, u party of sur-
veyors left here last night. The line
is to counect in Montana with the
road about to be bullt by the Chicago,
Milwaukee & St. Paul company.

P
Tells Mormon Seerets

WASHINGTON, Feb, 8.—In the in
vestigation of protests against Reed
Smoot, senator from Utah, before the
senute committee on privileges and
elections, Prof. Walter M. Wolfe, who
wus & teacher in Brigham Younyg col-
lege at Logan, Utab, and a member of
the ¢church until recently, was today
subjected to o severe cross-examin-
ation by 8. A. Worthington, counsel
for the senator.

On re-direct examination the names
of a number of residents of Provo were
read to the witnesses aud ten of them,
he said, were living in polygamous
cohabitaion. He said he koew George
Taylor, brother-in-law of Mr. Smoot,

and that Taylor had asked him
(wittess ) to give up his democratic
faith aod come fu with *‘the great ma-
jority "

This was just previous to the election

to the senate, be said, and further,
that Taylor asked him to do all he

and the respensibility vests, ms any-

country warrants an increase for the

4 f miners. We accepted a decrease by
daily average of 200 pounds of mail|books of the packers’ combine., Now |8cknowledgment of the gift. *l my- .
) X tes twe years ago, when at the
carried to .068 per ton per mile for|the packers are pleading Mr. Gar-|%elf am not in the habit of eating that | OUF ¥O o
p P R species of dog, but I may eay that my |Hime we were convinced that the con-
ditions of the country demanded it.

the anthraecite strike he said thas its
cost had been estimated by the anthra-
cite strike comméssion to be a Joss of
825,000,000 of wages to the miners,
850,000,000 of profits to the operators
and 826,000,000 loes in freight rates.

raised the total Sgures much over

same Lo yez yez can cut out buylog |8100,0000,000 for the strike. It 1
new bed, and thrade the ould wan for : : s

a little over 26 weeks.
a lanthern.”

four people are dependent on every
miner.
It costs London 820 & year to edus strike, such as is plasned, will afect
In Germaay |O¥er 2,000,000 persons dependent on

miselon, was laid before Secretary
Taft today. The commission’s report

minority eogineer's
secured the approval of the majority

letters from Chlef Engineen Stevens,

of the legislatnre that elected Smoot

COAL MINERS MAY STRIKE,

Threatened Labor Trouble Would Affect
Over Half a Million Men.

NEW YORK, Feb. 6.— President
Roosevelt, it is suggested today, may
be called upon in & few days to use
his influence to avoid a general strike
of aunthracite and bltuminous coal
miners and operators indicate that
without the interposition of some po-
tent intluence outside of the conflicting
forces, a strike of greater proportions
thso has ever been known in this
country is inevitable,

Accordiog to the figures given out
by the national officers of the miners’
organization, they expect the strike
to bring out 600,000 men--about 150,000
ooounion miners in West Virginia
and Peonsylvania with the 450,000
uoion miners. Mr. Mitchell said that
pever in the history of tbis country
was there an organization that could
call out as many in one strike, haviog
such widespread effest.

‘I have sald,’’ he declared, *‘that
the responsibility ef bringing on such
a strike was a grave responsibiiity
for aoy people. We bhave been slow

ope can aee, on the operators.
"‘The prosperous condition of the

We have ever been ready to stand
right, and we stand right now.'
When guestioned about the cost of

There were other items of loss that

President Mitchell estimated that

On this estimate a national

i
Eugineers Favor Loek Canal.

WABHINGTON, Feb. 6,—The report

word, meaning the branch of a tree|®C'® ©ut In 24 typewritten. pages the|

reasens which Influenced all of the
used to separate the lords of justice commissloners, save Admiral Endi-

cott, to accept the views of the minority
of the board of consulting engioeers
rather than the majority, which fav-
vored the digging of a sea-level canal.
The engineers’ report consists of no

lees than 100 printed pages. To the
report, which

of the commission, was] appended a

re-enforcing the reasoniog of the mi-
pority of the engineer board, after a
careful analysis of the [two: plans of
sea-level and lock canal.

Accompanying the commission’s re-
port is the minority report of Rear

the only member to accept the views
of the majority of the engineers. Seec-
retary Taft intends immediately to
begin formulating his own conclu~
slons upon the radically different
views presented to him, for the infor-
mation of the president.

7ero Weather Injthe East.

W ASHINGTON, Feb. 6.—A statement
of weather conditions byjthe weather
bureau today shows that the cold
wave has reached the New England
and middle Atlantic coast, and cold
weather is geperal this morning east
of the Rockies, except in the south
Atlantic states, the temperature rang-
log from ten to thirty-five degrees be-
low the season’s average. lo central
and northern New York the minimum
temperatures were from eight to wore
than twenty degrees below zero, and
the line of zero temperature extends
ioto northern Kentucky.

PITTSHURG, Feb, 6.—With the ther-
mometer at ten below zero, Pittsburg
taday experienced the coldest weather
of the winter. Last night the police
stations were filled with the homeless
aud a gas shortage in several sections
of the city caused much suffering.
Colder conditions are expected.

PrLarrsuvg, N. H., Feb, 6, — A
temperature of forty below zero was
reported today from Loon lake, in the
Adirondacks.

—
Moody Appears Against Packers

CHICAGO, Feb, 6,—United States
Attoroey  General Moody took an
active part today Io the trial of the
packers' case. At the opening of
court he was ¢alled vpon by Attorney
Johu S, Miller, who represented
Armour & Co., to produce the origi-
nal copy of a lester written to him by
President Roosevelt, or to admit the
authenticity of a copy which Mr, Mil.
ler produced tu court.

The attorney general adwmitted the

railroads of the United States is a

could for the election of Smoot.

copy, but declared that the clause in
the letter which the attorneys for the
packers construed as meaniog that the
department of justice and the depart-
ment of commerce and labor were
working on the case in unison, wae
pnot correct, His assertions caused
much excitement among the attorneys
for the packers, and they objected to
the statement of the attorney general
as being improper before the jury.
The latter was not offered in evidence
but was marked for identification.
But three witnesses were on the
stand during the day and their evi-
dence was not of general ioterest.
The afterooon session of the court
was taken up by the reading to the
court of the Garfield report on the
packiog industry.

- -
Townsites On Flathead Keserve.

WABHINGTON, Feb. 6.—Represen-
tative Lacey, chairman of the house
committee on public lands, has intro-
duced a bill, which, if passed, will
make it lawful for the commutasioner
of the general land office to place on
the market and wvell for not less than
81.25 an acre, any isolated or discon-
nected tracts or parcels of the public
domain of lese than one-quarter sec-
tiop, which, in bis judgment, it would
be proper to expose for sale, after 30
days’ notice,

The house passed Dixon’s bil,
which pro¥ides for the establishmens
of the followlng townsites in the Flate
head Indian reservation: Tolson,
Dayton, Roman, Dixon, Arlee and
Stignatiue. The measure further pro-
vides for a 420-reserve, to be knewn
as Camas Hot Spriogs, and also con-
firms water rights and water appro-
priations heretofore made to Flathead
Indians for domestic and agricultural

" FIRE
INSURANGE.

All Leading Companies
Represented.

F. A. FLANAGAN, Fort Benton.

WHENEVER
YOU WANT

Up-to-date Stationery,
School and Office
Supplies,

The Freshest of Fruit
and Candies,

Tobacco and Cigars,

The Latest
Magazines or Novels,

COME TO THE

Post Office Store.
The New Overland

HOTEL,
OSCAR JOHNSTON, Prop'r.

First-class service. Central location.
Hot and cold baths.
Furnace heat. Electric lights.
& Bates: 8125 and SL50 per day,
87.00 per week.

FRONT STREET, FORT BENTON
Tel 8 M. P. 0. Box 167,

others

perior to
lista In growing

L
We are »

fower
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D. M. FERRY & CO.,
Detroit,

“ Priots All the News,"*

If any reader of the RIVER PRESS
considers it worthy of recommendation

authenticity of the document as a

(4194)
STOCKMEN'S

NATIONAL BANK.

Capital Paid Up -
Undivided Profits

CHAS. E. DUER, Prest.
J. V. CARROLL, Vice-Prest.
=LOUIS D. SHARP, Cashier.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS—Chas. E.
Duer, Chas. Lepley, Jos. Hirshberg,
Geo. W. Moore, C. H. Merrill, Jno.
V. Carroll, M. E. Milner, David G.
Browne, John Harris. -

TRANSACTS A GENERAL
BANKING BUSINESS

Local Securities a Specialty.
Interest Alowed on Time Deposits

Conrad Banking

COMPANY,
GREAT FALLS, MONT

(Unincorporated.)

PAID UP CAPITAL.........c0c.000e$ 100,000
INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITY..2 000,000

W. G. CONRAD, Pres. _
JAMES T. STANFORD,
Vice-Pres. and Manager.
A. E. SCHWINGEL,
Cashier
OMAR J. MALCOLM,
Asst. Cashier.

‘I'ats bank solicits accounts, and
offers to depositors absolute murl:g:
pro and careful attention, and
most liberal treatmont consistent with
safe and profitable banking. Buys
and sells foreign exachange, duw::,
direct on all principal American
European cities, and issues 1ts own
Letters of Credit.

Interest paid on time deposita. The
highest cash price paid for approved
state; county, city ansd school bonds
and warrants.

W. M. DAVIS
& SONS...

Carry a Complete Stock of
Staple and Fancy

GROCERIES

4And are prepared to supply
your wants at all times.

Country Produce,
Confectionery,
Fruits and Nuts.

—_—

A COMPLETE LINE OF
Cigars, Tobaccos, Pipes, Etc..

Front St., Fort Benton

Benton :: Stables.

GEO. P, LEWIS & 80N, Py,
Livery, Sale and Feed Stables!

Light and Heavy Turnouts by the day, week, o
month, FINE TEAMS A SPECIALTY. Horses
Wagons, Buggies and Harness on hand at sl
times, and for sale at reasonable prices,

80 YEARS'
EXPERIENCE

RIGHTS &cC.
Anyono sending s sketch and deseription may
quickly ascortain our opinion whether an
invention 1s probably pat Com -
tions strictly confidential, ‘I‘ onF ents

sent free, Uldest nﬁoncy for securing patents
Patents taken through ;Ilmn 0. recelve

i notice, without charge, in t

Scienific imerican,

"A“Pnlvdr:on‘wly’lllnnrﬂsd weekly. !‘_Jurml 3r~
ation of an: ) y
Fear: four mont L éo‘lt;ubir.:h nt'::wn.ll'of:

to friends, the favor will be very highe
Iy appreciated by its publishers.

MUNN & Co,36tereseua.

Yraveh OmMee, 625 P 8t., Washington, D, G,
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