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SHOULD REFUND THE TAX. 

Considerable discussion bas result
ed from Governor Toole's recom
mendation that the large cash balance 
in the lish and game warden fund be 
diverted to state purposes. The rev
enue from game licenses the past two 
years has exceeded all expectations, 
and there is now in the fish and game 
warden fund a handsome surplus in 
excess of the amount necessary to en
force the provisions of the game laws. 

Governor Toole's suggestion that 
the surplus funds be transferred to the 
state general fund, and used to de
fray public expenses, is vigorously 
opposed by critics who contend the 
money should be used for the purpose 
for which it was collected—to protect 
the fish and game supply of Montana. 
They state that the license or tax was 
paid by Montana sportsmen to insure 
opportunity for their favorite recrea
tion, and should not be applied to any 
other use than that for which it was 
contributed. 

There is merit in this contention, 
but it is proper to recall the circum
stances under which revenue for the 
fish and game warden fund was col
lected for several years. The law 
providing for a state game warden 
and deputies, required that a tax levy 
of one-tenth of a mill be imposed up
on all taxable property in Montana. 
This was an illegal tax, for the rea
son that it increased the general state 
levy beyond the limit fixed by the 
state constitution, but it was made 
and collected in most cases without 
protest, Montana sportsmen being 
thus benefited by a tax paid by prop
erty owners throughout the state, a 
large proportion of whom had no per
sonal interest in the preservation of 
fish and game. 

This illegal tax for fish and game 
warden purposes, produced a revenue 
of approximately $20 000 a year for 
several years. Finally the county 
commissioners of one or more of the 
counties refused to make the levy, 
having been advised that it was a 
violatiou of the constitutional provi
sion relating to the limit of state 
taxes. Two years ago the law was re
pealed by the ninth assembly, and in 
its place was enacted the present game 
license law which lias produced reve
nue in excess of the expenses of the 
lish aud game warden ollieu holders. 

In view of the fact that Montana 
taxpayers for several years were 
held up and required to contribute to 
the fieli and game warden fund, in 
which many of them had no interest 
whatever, an equitable adjustment of 
the account could be made by trans
ferring at least a part of the present 
surplus to the general fund of the state. 
The Montana sportsmen whose con
tributions created this surplus should 
not object to a proposition which 
merely contemplates the refund of 
part of a tax that was illegally col 
leeted for their benefit. The legal as
pect of the matter is oue which the 
Hiver L'ress is not prepared to dis
cuss, but it submits that justice and 
fair-dealing require compliance with 
Governor Toole's sensible sugges 
tious regarding the subject. 

ployeä on sleeping and dining cars, 
and express cars, and to linemen cf 
telegraph and telephone companies: 
to railway mail service employes, 
postoftice inspectors and immigration 
inspectors: to newsboys on trains, 
baggage agents, witnesses attending 
any legal investigation in which the 
common carrier is interested: persons 
injured in wrecks and physicians and 
nurses attending such persons. Pro-

ided that this act shall not be con
strued to prohibit the inter-change of 
passes for the officers, agents and em
ployes of common carriers affected 
thereby, nor to prohibit any common 
carrier from carrying passengers free 
with the object of I providing relief in 
cases of general epidemic, pestilence 
or other calamitous visitation. 

"Sec. 2.—Any common carrier, sub
ject to the provisions of this act, or 
any authorized agent of same who 
shall violate any of the provisions 
hereof, shall be deemed guilty of a 
misdemeanor, and for each offense, 
on conviction, shall pay to the state 
of Montana, for the use and benefit of 
the common school fund of the state, 
the sum of not less than one hundred 
dollars and not exceeding one thous
and dollars, and any person, other 
than those excepted in this act who 
hall use any such free pass or free 

ticket or free transportation in any 
form, shall be subject to a like pen
alty." 

STRONGLY SUGGESTS A "JOB." 

THE ANTI-PASS BILL. 

The pass evil is the subject of at 
tention iu the legislative assemblies 
of several states in which it now ex
ists, and various measures are being 
proposed for its repression. In Uli 
nois, there is under consideration a 
bill which provides imprisonment for 
those who give or accept passes, aud 
in other legislative assemblies string
ent laws upon this subject are being 
discussed aud will probably be en 
acted. 

In the Montana legislature a bill 
has been introduced by Senator U. P. 
White, of Beaverhead county, to pro
hibit the giving or issuing of free 
tickets, free passes or free transpor 
tation to passengers by common ear 
riers doing business in this state, ex 
cepting to their own employes and 
other classes specified. The bill fol 
lows the provisions of the new federal 
rate law relating to free transporta 
tion. The body of the bill is as fol 
lows: 

"Sec. 1.—Prom and after the pass 
age and approval of this act, it shall 
be unlawful for any railroad or rail
way eômpany, operating wholly or in 
part within this etate, or for any com 
mon carrier whatever, to issue or 
give any free pass, free ticket or fre 
transportation to any passenger ex 
cept to its employes and their fami 
lies, its officers, agents, surgeons, 
physicians and attorneys at law: to 
ministers of religion, to inmates of 
eleemosynary institutions, and per 
sons exclusively engaged in charit 
able and eleemosynary work; to in 
digent, destitute and homeless per 
sons: to inmates of national homes or 
etate home for disabled volunteer sol 
diers and of soldiers' and sailors 
homes, including those about to enter 
and those returning home after dis 
charge; and boards of managers of 
euch homes; to necessary care takers 
of livestock, poultry and fruit; to em 

Utilizing Waste Materials. 

Sawdust was looked upon at one 
time as waste material, but during 
the last few years a process has been 
discovered which has given sawdust a 
value greater than that of solid lum
ber. By the use of hydraulic pres
sure and intense heat the particles 
are formed into a solid mass capable 
of being molded into any shape and 
of receiving a brilliant polish. The 
only materials used are sawdust, 
alum and glue. Imitation marble can 
be manufactured from a mixture of 
sawdust with ivory waste, water, glass 
and glue. In Norway acetic acid, 
wood naphtha, tar aud alcohol are 
produced on a commercial scale oui 
of sawdust. 

Factories have been erected in this 
country and Europe for converting 
pine needles into "forest wool." This 
is used for mattresses and furniture 
and for manufacture into hygienic ar
ticles such as undervests and chest 
protectors. 

Preacher Would Be Lonesome. 

Whether it is in pursuance of a well 
defined plan to play into the hands of 
the railroads under the pretense of an 
honest endeavor to comply with the 
wishes of the people, is not quite ciear 
at this distance, but it looks suspi
cious that a member of the legislature 
should seriously offer a bill for a 
railroad commission containing the 
identical provision which caused the 
one two years ago to be vetoed by the 

overnor. The gentleman may be 
incere, but the fact that in his meas

ure it is provided that the commis-
ioners shall be named by the legisla

ture and shall hold over general elec-
ons needs explaining. 
Without any wish to enter into a 

controversy relative as to who pos
sesses the appointive power, the gov-
rnor or the legislature, it is still ap-
irent that the authors of the bill 
nder consideration would go too far. 

Manifestly some motive that does not 
appear on the face of the matter is 

'ompting him. ll is either his wish 
> prevent legislation while pretend-
ig lo assist in its enactment, or he 
desirous of providing jobs for some 

of his friends. Whichever side of the 
proposition is accepted, it does not 
ebound to the credit of the distin-
'uished author of the measure, who-
ver he may be. The office of railroad 
ommissioner is created for the bene

fit of the people, not, as he seems to 
think, for the purpose of creating ad
ditional offices to reward men for 
political work, and they should have 
omethiug to say concerning who shall 

Ii 11 it. Of course, it will be necessary 
lo make appointments temporarily, 
but under uo circumstances should 
the appointee, whether by the gover
nor or the legislature, hold over be
yond the first general election. Human 
judgment is faulty and often errs 
Regardless of promises aud public 
opinion, the men appointed may not 
come up to expectations, and provis
ion should be made to retire them at 
the earliest possible moment. If, on 
the other haud, they prove themselves 
ompetent and satisfactory they uecd 

have uo fear to go before the people 
aud ask election. 

The question is too serious and im 
portant to make it a thing for use by 
politicians to pay political debts. The 
people believe they have a grlevaue 
against the railroads and are demand
ing relief from the only source avail
able to them—the legislature—which 
body they ask to create an institution 
to which they may appeal with coufi-
deuce that whatever measure of relief 
is due them will be granted. They 
care nothing for politics or politicians 
and will resent any attempt to make 
their necessity the plaything of men 
whose ideas do not cover a greater 
raagc than is compassed in bar room 
politics aud the tricks of ward mauip 
ulators. Better have no commission 
thau one of the sort suggested by the 
bill uow iu mind. 

The Gazette believes that there are 
enough honest and sincere members 
iu the legislature to thwart any such 
scheme as the one under review, 
has confidence iu them aud feels sure 
th at I when the right time comes they 
will rise superior to the tricks and 
lures of those who would betray the 
trust reposed in them and see that 
every promise given the people is 
faithfully kept. The republican ma 
jority iu the legislature stands pledge 
to the enactment of au honest law 
That pledge must be kept, unless it is 
the wish to wreck the party aud atraiu 
give control of the state to the demo 
crats, with all that that implies. 
Billings Gazette. 

It was at the conclusion of a revival 
service conducted in a tent on Lime
kiln pike, above Washington lane, 
Germantown, one evening recently 
that the enthused revivalist before 
pronouncing the benediction said: 
"Now all of you who want to go to 
heaven stand up." So far as the 
minister could see everybody in the 
tent arose. "Now, everybody that 
wants to go to the other place stand 
up." No one arose at once, but, af
ter a brief pause an old man seated 
on the last bench quietly rose to his 
feet and gazed at the astonished 
preacher. "You don't mean to tell 
us that you want to go to perdition, 
do you?" "No: not exactly want to," 
said the venerable member of the 
llock, "but as I looked around this 
tent at my brothers and sisters I saw 
no one standing but the preacher, and 
thought he would be lonesome." 

Dixon's Merits Recognized. 

A Washington dispatch to the Ana
conda Standard gives this interesting 
bit of political gossip: 

Senator-elect Joseph M. Dixon was 
informed by the president today that 
if he had not been elected to succeed 
W. A. Clark in the senate, the presi
dent was prepared to give him the ap
pointment of commissioner of the geu-
ral land office. The president heart-
ly congratuated Mr. Dixon on his 
uccessful eoutest. Mr. Dixon will 

have as his private secretary Miles 
Taylor, who served Senator Mantle 
and Senator Gibson in that capacity. 

The most extensive cemetery in the 
world is that of Home, iu which over 
(1,000,000 human beings have been 
buried. 

The German emperor has more ser
vants iu his employ than any other 
monarch. , Altogether they number 
over 3,000, about two-thirds of them 
being women. 

In France land and grass are usual
ly too valuable to be given over to 
sheep grazing, hence most of the 
sheep consumed are imported. Algiers 
supplies over 1,000,000 a year. 

Sunflower Philosophy. 

The genuine black finish for iron or 
steel, which is the dead black matt tin 
ish so popular with the dark oak of 
the present day is produced by heat 
ing the articles to redness iu an at 
mosphere of steam. The result is th 
formation of black oxide of iron, 
permauent, durable finish. 

Peculiar and Pertinent. 

No man ever gets a pain in his back 
from carrying his neighbor's burden. 

This scarcity of railway passes 
must seem passing strange to the pol' 
iticians. 

Few magnifying glasses are power 
ful enough to enable a man to see his 
own faults. 

Nothing pleases a man with a well-
developed sense of humor so much as 
setting two chronic bores to boring 
each other. 

Must Double Track Its Road. 

SEATTLE, Jan. 2;$.—That the North 
ern Pacific had reached the limit of 
its capacity as a single track railroad 
was the principal defense put forward 
to the condition of freight congestion 
that exists on the sound by M 
Levy, third vice president of the road 
and B. K. Palmer, assistant general 
superintendent, at the investigation by 
Interstate Commerce Commissioner 
Lane today. 

Mr. Levy said that the road had 
contracted for improvements, which 
were either uuder way or soon would 
be, and additional equipment which 
would mean au expenditure by the 
Northern Pacific of $715.000,000 in the 
next year aud a half. The improve 
uients consisted of the Portland 
Seattle railroad aud the installation 
of double trackage east of Spokane. 

B. E. Palmer made the statement 
that only 2S per cent, of the coast traf 
fie of the Northern Pacific went east 
of Spokane aud that the installation 
of double trackage on the west end of 
the road would do much to relieve the 
situation. The completion of the Port 
laud & Seattle will give the Northern 
Pacific two tracks from Spokane to 
the coast. 

•• Print» Alt the New*,*' 

If any reader of the IilVEU i 'KES8 
considers it worthy of recommendation 
to friends, the favor will be very high 
ly appreciated by its publishers. 

STOCKMEN IN SESSION. 
Members of National Livestock As

sociation Hold Annual Conven
tion. 

DENVER, Jan. 22.—President Mur-
do MacKenzie's annual address was 
the main feature of the opening ses
sion of the tenth annual convention of 
the American National Livestock as
sociation which assembled at 10 

clock today in the Broadway theater 
I this city. A report on "Legisla

tive Questions," of vital interest to 
all members, was made by S. H. Cow-

of Texas, attorney for the as
sociation. The delegates were wel* 
corned by Governor Buchtel. 

President MacKenzie referred to 
previous grievances stockmen had 
against the railroads, saying that one 
of them—exorbitant freight rates—had 
been covered by sections of the rate 
bill, but the only way shippers could 
derive any benefit from the measure 

as to carry their complaints of un
just rates to the interstate commerce 
commission without delay. 

He told of efforts to have the law 
amended which requires that livestock 

transit be unloaded for feed and 
rest every twenty-four hours, and 
said that only partial success was 
had. The law was changed so that 
by written request of the shipper stock 
could be held on the cars for thirty-
six hours. 

"During 1900 there has been to my 
knowledge more complaints of poor 
service by the railroads than in any 
year in the past, and unless something 

done to compel railroads to give a 
reasonable speed limit to perishable 
goods in transit, such as livestock, it 
will create such a loss that ultimately 
stockmen will have to abandon the 
business, 

I would suggest that all shippers 
who are members of this association 
keep a record of the rate of speed 
made by the railroads of all shipments 
of stock in transit, and whenever it is 
fonnd that a loss has been incurred 
through failure on the part of the 
railroads to make reasonable time, a 
suit should be instituted for the dam
ages sustained by the shipper. 

"There is another question which 
as forced itself upon our notice dur-
•g the past year, aud that is the ab

solute failure of the roads to supply 
urs for the shipment of stock upon 

proper notice. There are some peo
ple who contend that regulating the 
ates by the federal government re

tards the bjilding of railroads, but I 
ould go a step further: I would like 

to see a law passed prohibiting the 
construction of a railroad until, first, 
the owners of such railroad could 
show that they had equipped the road 
already built with cars and motive 
power to supply the demands of the 
public and that they had sufficient 
funds to equip the railroad which it in
tended to build. 

I would like to see a law passed 
prohibiting railroad companies from 
paying any dividends on stock, es
pecially watered stock, until they first 
could show that their roads were 
properly equipped. I think a bill is 
pending in congress that I believe will 
give us the necessary relief." 

North Dakota Wants Relief. 

line and all other freight is subject to 
delay, which means that the delay 
may run into months. The main line 
is congested with through freight 

aiting on sidings until it can be 
auled to the east. 

SEATTLE, Jan. 22.—Evidence indi
cating that lumbermen have been pay
ing money to railroad employes to 
have cars "spotted" on their tracks, 
was introduced before Interstate Com
merce Commissioner Franklin K. Lane 
at the hearing this afternoon on the 
car shortage question. 

Charles E. Patton, president of the 
Reliance Lumber company and vice 
president and secretary of the Atlas 
Lumber & Shingle company, made the 
statement during the course of his ex
amination. To say that the evidence 
of Mr. Pattern was a sensation, would 
be putting it mildly. 

Mr. Patton had been giving some 
facts and figures, showing that there 
was an apparent discrimination in the 
distribution of cars at Taeoma among 
the mills. 

"How do you account for this dis
crimination," asked Commissioner 
Lane. 

"Only that somebody was buying 
cars," replied the witness. 

What is a common salutation 
among lumbermen concerning the 
purchasing of cars?" asked Austin E. 
Griffith, who was conducting the ex
amination for the lumbermen. 

"Well, a very common salutation 
among lumbermen is, 'What is the 
price of cars today?' " said Mr. Pat
ton. "The prices of cars run from $1 
to 85 a car. The practice on the part 
of the railroad employes in selling 
these cars has been eliminated in the 
northern part of the state, but still 
nourishes in the south." 

ST. PAUL, Jan. 22.--North Dakota 
is covered with snow of an unprece
dented depth. Whole communities 
are isolated, and every railroad line 
in the state is at the mercy of the ele
ments. Not a traiu from North Da 
kota has arrived here for three days, 
and the officials have no definite idea 
when traffic will bejresumed. 

The blizzard of Saturday was the 
worst the northwest has known in half 
a century. In the mountain districts 
monstrous snow slides have covered 
the tracks from fifty to seventy-five 
feet deep. The most strenuous efforts 
of the Great Northern road are not 
sufficient to clear the tracks. The Soo 
road is completely demoralized. 

WASHINGTON, Jan. 22.—The coal 
famine in North Dakota has become 
so serious that Senator Hansbrough 
will confer with the president to see if 
federal means cannot be foond to re 
lieve the situation. Telegrams ap 
pealing for relief were sent to the in 
terstate commerce commission by Sen 
ator Hansbrough today. The com 
missioners have called the attention 
of the railroads interested to the re 
newed complaints. 

Fuel Famine Stops Trains. 

PORTLAND, Jan. 22.—Railroad traf 
fie is practically at a standstill in 
Oregon and Washington because of 
the inability of the companies to ob 
tail fuel for locomotives. The car 
shortage, disastrous floods, landslides 
aud snow iu the mountains have all 
contributed to bring about a conges 
tiou iu the two states that is without 
a parallel. 

The Washington lines of the Ore 
gou Railway iV Navigation company 
are in a desperate plight for coal 
and au order went into effect 
yesterday practically putting 
stop to freight traffic. The North 
eru Pacific virtually has placed an 
embargo on all traffic east from Port 
laud. Livestock or perishable freight 
will not be received at Portland for 
points east of Ellensburg on the mai 

Paid Bonus For Cars. 

Capital Paid Up 
Surplus 

Amends Coal Land Order. 

WASHINGTON, Jan 24.—Secretary 
Hitchcock, by direction of the presi
dent, has issued an important amend
ment to the order withdrawing coal 
lands from entry, which will relieve 
many entrymen who have taken up 
lands in good faith. The order Is in 
the shape of a proviso to the original 
instructions for withdrawal and reads 
as follows: 

Nothing in any withdrawal of 
lands from coal entry heretofore made 
shall impair any right acquired in 

ood faith under coal land laws and 
existent at the date of such withdraw
al." _ 

Terms of Court, 1907. 

CHOUTEAU COUNTY. 
Tuesday, March 19. 
Tuesday, J une 18. 
Tuesday, October 22. 

VALLEY COUNTY. 
Tuesday, February 12. 
Tuesday, May 14. 
Tuesday, September 10. 
Tuesday, November 19. 

TETON COUNTY. 
Monday, April 8. 
Monday, August 5. 
Monday, November 4. 

FIRE 
INSURANCE. 

All Leading Companies 

Represented. 

F. A. FLANAGAN, Fort Benton. 

LIVERY andFEED 
STABLES 

ALEX BARKLEY & CO 
Proprietors. 

(4194) 

STOCKMEN'S 

NATIONAL BANK. 
OF FORT BENTON, flONTANA. 

$200,000 
$200,000 

CBAS. m. DUER. Prest. 
J. V. CARROLL, Vice-Prest. 
LOUIS D. SHARP, Cashier. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS—Chas. E. 
Duer, Chas. Lepley, Jos. Hirshberg, 
A. S. Lohman, C. H. Merrill, Jno. 
V. Carroll, M. E. Milner, David G. 
Browne, John Harris 

TRANSACTS A GENERAL 
BANKING BUSINESS 

Local Securities a Specialty. 

Interest Allowed on Time Deposits 

Conrad Banking 
COMPANY, 

GREAT FALLS MONT 
(Unincorporated.) 

PAID UP CAPITAL $ 100,000 

INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITY..2 000,000 

VV. G. CONRAD, Pres. 
JAMES T. STANFORD, 

Vlce-Pres. and Manager. 
A. E. SCHWINGEL, 

Cashier. 
OMAR J. MALCOLM, 

Asst. Cashier. 

This bank solicits accounts, and 
offers to depositors absolute security, 
prompt and careful attention, and the 
most liberal treatment consistent with 
safe and profitable banking. Buy« 
and sells foreign exchange, drawing 
direct on all principal American and 
European cities, and issues its own 
Letters of Credit. 

Interest paid on time deposits. The 
highest cash price paid for approved 
Btate, county, city and school bonds 
and warrants. 

WHENEVER 
YOU WANT 

Up-to-date Stationery, 
School and Office 

Supplies, 

The Freshest of Fruit 
and Candies, 

Tobacco and Cigars, 

The Latest 
Magazines or Novels, 

COME TO THE 

Post Office Store. 
Benton ::Stables. 

m *v 

Hay and Grain Bought and Sold 

Hacks Meet All Trains 

FRONT STREET, FORT BENTON 

ERRYS 
Seeds 

prove their worth at harvest 
time. After over fifty years of 
success, they arc pronounced 
the best and surest by careful 
planters everywhere. Your 
dealer sells them. 1907 Seed 
Annual free on request. 
I>. 31. 1TBBT A CO., Detroit, MM, 

WALTER M. SEXTON. Prop r. 

Livery, Sale and Feed Stables; 
Light and Heavy Turnout« by the day, week, o 

month. FINE TEAMS A SPECIALTY. Horse« 
Wagons, Buggies and Harness on hand at al 
times, and for sale at reasonable prices. 

n 
60 YEARS' 

EXPERIENCE 

For Sal* or Exchange. 
Fiftv-two copies of the Wkki.y Rivïr Piti..s 

(or §iA\l spot cash, or it »equivalent in bankable 
paper. Goods will be delivered in regular weekly 
installment s during the twelve months following 
receipt of remittance. Satisfaction euaranteeil. 
Address THE RIVER PRESS, 

Fort Benton. Von' 

PATENTS 
TRADE MARKS 

DESIGNS 
COPYRIGHTS AC. 

Anyone pending a »ketrh und description may 
quickly Ascertain our opinion free whether an 
Invention is probably patentable. Communica
tions strictly confidential. HANDBOOK on Patents 
sent free. Oldest apercy for securing patents. 

Patents taken through Munn A Co. receive 
tpfcial notice, without charge, lu the 

Scientific American. 
A handsomely illnTratei weeklv. T.nreest cir
culation of any scx-ntitic Journal. Terms, f3 a 
year : four months, fL Sold by all newsdealer*. 

Newy ^ 
!. t!îa I St., Washington, D. C. 


