
THE RIVER PRES 

I Short Stories ( 
^ About People J 

TIE experiences 
^ of Blsliop Till-

I .Ot, long tlie 
"Cowboy bishop," 
but now bishop of 
ceii trill Pennsyl
vania, huve I icon 
many and varied, 
anil his book, recent-
!y published, "My 

CISHOP ETiiEi.nERT People of the 
TALUOT. Plains," gives a fas

cinating picture of life in the earlier 
days of the great west. 

Miners, cowboys, all loved him, and 
they still tell a host of stories about 
him. 

Once while still bisjhop of Wyoming 
and Idaho he went 10 St. Paul to at
tend a meeting of dignitaries of Un
church. There one 110011 on the porch 
of the hotel a tramp approached a 
group of bishops and asked for aid. 

"No," one of the churchmen replied. 
"I don't think we can do anything. 
But down there Is the youngest bishop 
of us all," pointing to Bishop Talbot, 
"and he's a very generous man." 

The tramp went to Bishop Talbot, 
and the others watched with Interest. 
They saw a look of surprise come 
over the tramp's face; they saw that 
the bishop was talking eagerly, ear
nestly; they saw the tramp look per
turbed, but they finally saw that some
thing passed from hand to hand. 

The tramp tried to get away without 
speaking to those of the group, but the 
former spokesman called to htm: 

"Well, did yon get something from 
our young brother?" 

The tramp grinned sheepishly. "No; 
I pave him a dollar for his blamed new 
cathedral at Laramie!" 

The case of Lebbeus R. Wilfley, 
judge of the United States court in 
Shanghai, China, has attracted unusual 
attention. In the first place. It may 
be news to many that there Is such a 
thing as a United States court in 
China. It was only recently establish
ed, and Mr. Wilfley was appointed by 
President Hoosevelt to the newly cre
ated judgeship. Since his appointment 
he has done some things which on the 
face of the matter appear harsh and 
arbitrary. The state department, tin
der whose jurisdic
tion the new court 
is placed, does not 
regard the matter 
in that light, how
ever. According to 
the charges against 
Judge Wilfley, he 
has made stich un
reasonable rulings 
for his court as to 
debar from practice 
before il all the 
American attorneys 
in Shanghai except 
one linn. On the 
other hand, il Is J.KHHKIS U. WU.F-
Mid ln> has admit- i EY. 
ted foreign mem
bers of the bar tu practice in Iiis court 
without examination. Judge Wiltle.v 
la a native of SI. Louis, where he for 
merly practiced law. In 1SMH he was 
appointed by Secretary Taft judge of 
the court of tirst instance of the Phil
ippines. A few months later he was 
advanced to the attorney generalship 
of the islands. His appointment to (he 
Chinese court was made in July last. 

The state department has given out a 
Statement about the case of Judge wil
fley, which, among other things, says: 

This court was created as a court of 
flr*t Instance in cases Involving largo 
•unis «if money an.l the prosecution of 
•ertous offenses. The smaller cases of 
ordinary litigation come before the varl 
OUB consular courts, as before, nnd the 
newly created court is one of appeal from 
Other extraterritorial courts In China, as 
Well as in Korea. For many years there 
has been much unpleasant scandal t.j> 
and down the Chinese coast from the fact 
that American demimondes weir much la 
evidence. Happily the consular courts of 
the 1 nited States, In co-operation with 
the higher court of which Judge Wiltle.v 
Is the head, have now made rapid prog
ress in rem.dying tlds evil, which has 
been for so long offensive to American 
residents and to travelers In the far east. 

In putting down this evil Judge Wllflcv 
is but carrying out the instructions fur-
warded him 11\- the department of state, 
which are to protect American interests, 
morals and welfare, and the department 
recognizes with admira ion the method lie 
ia using to conduct his crusades. 

Colgate lloyt, who was sworn in as a 
special police oilicer in New York re 
cently. is a Wall street banker an,I 
president of the Automobile flub of 
America, lie is an oilicer in a dov.cn 
railway, banking, insurance and min 
ing corporations, is ; yachtsman atul 
popular in club cirelei and has a conn 
try seat on Long Island, but he wears 
police badge No. 27 anil may carry 

bil|y and pistol, lie 
will have to call at 
police headquarters 
once each month to 
sign the roll blotter 
and is liable to:-
emergency service, 
day or night, to help 
in the suppression 
of riot. Mr. lloyt 
joined the New York 
police force because 
the Automobile t 'hib 
of America decided 
to do something to 
prevent users of m o 

tor vehicles from 
abusing their priv

ileges on the public lilphways. ,\ com 
mittce of safety was appointed, con 
sistlug of five members, with Mr. lloyt 
at their bead, and the members of this 
committee made application for ap
pointment as special policemen. At 
the Madison Square Garden automobil • 
•how a college graduate who was ex 

COLGATE UOYJ. 

pounding the merits of an •• -in 
six cylinder car was asked wii the 
appointment of these auto;.:obilists i i 
the police force meant. "It means." 
said he. "that Proxy will nab y m if 
you toot your motor horn tio lo-.td. f 
y o t i  t r y  s t u n t s  l i k e  t u r n i n g  a  c • : •  a t  
high speed and on two wheels. !; •• :i 
let the exhaust befoul the pure o me 
of the city streets—in otho • w > -ds. if 
you don't watch out for anything and 
everything from the minute you get 
into an automobile until you see it 
safely stored for the ni-_rlit in a garage." 

Alexis Aladyin, who is known as the 
leader of the group of toil in the It;:s-
sinii douma and who is now on a visit 
to this country, came here in the in
terest of the cause of liberty in Itussia 
Bnil to raise funds for the relief of the 
millions suffering from famine. lie 
hopes that whatever money is contrib
uted In America for 
starving Itussians 
Will be distributed 
by u committee of 
Americans and not 
sent to the Russian 
government. He 
says: 

If It goes to the 
government It will 
never be used for the 
relief of the people. 
The dishonesty of the 
Russian officials is 
unbelievable to one 
not conversant with 
the system of govern
ment that prevails in 
my unfortunate coun. Al.EXIS Al.ADYIX. 
try- It Is true thnt the government ap
propriated a sum approximating $40,000,(KK) 
to relieve the distress caused by the 
famine. At a safe estimate, 90 per cent 
of this will be stolen by the officials to 
whom it has been intrusted. 

Mr. Aladyin was In London as a dele
gate to the Interparliamentary confer
ence when the ilouma was dissolved by 
îhe czar last May. Seeking to return to 
Kussia by way of Finland, he happen
ed to reach Ilelsiugfors during the 
Sveaborg mutiny and, being suspected 
of connection wiili it, was uot allowed 
to return to his home. The length of 
his stay here will depend on events in 
Russia. lie hopes to be a member of 
the second douma, in spite of the oppo
sition of the government, as he has 
been elected on the first stage, equiva
lent to a nomination here. Though 
born a peasant, lie studied at the Uni
versity of Kazan, from which he was 
expelled for voicing liberal opinions, 
and he speaks English, French and 
Italian as well as his native tongue. 

The picture shows him in an English 
athletic costume. Having lived much 
In England, he has become somewhat 
Anglicized In manners and tastes. 

John Barryinore, who has figured In 
the testimony in the? Thaw case as one 
of Evelyn Thaw's former admirers, is 
au artist. lie is a brother of Ethel 
Barryinore and Lionel Barryinore, who 
are winning fame in the Held chosen 

by their father, the 
noted actor. Maurice 
Barryinore, who died 
about four years 
ago. John Barry-
more, or Jack, as 
he is affectionately 
known by Iiis 
friends. Is the 
youngest of the late 
Maurice Barry-
more's children, was 
born about twenty-
five years ago and 
as a boy was in the 
care of his grand
mother, Mrs. John 

JOHN L1AHHYMOHE. ,)ROW ^ 

Georgetown college, but was expelled 
for a boyish prank, lie then went to 
London and studied art and since his 
return to this country lias done some 
things which have occasioned discus
sion in the art world. One of his palut-
lugs, entitled "Despair," has been char
acterized as "a bohl departure from 
the beaten paths of art," Indicating "a 
new symbolism, almost a new school." 

M. Coquelin, the celebrated French 
actor, on his last visit to Euglaud trav
eled from Vienna and arrived in Lon
don just before he was due at the the
ater. He was so tired that In the sec
ond act of the play, In which he was 
supposed to go to sleep, lie went to 
sleep in reality and had to be aroused 
by vigorous prods from the back. In 
one of the papers the next morning a 
critic complained that his slumber 
scene was obviously overacted. 

The recent senatorial election in New 
Jersey attracted national attention be
cause of the tight for re-election made 
by the present junior senator, John F. 
Dryden. After a prolonged battle Sen 
ator Dryden retired from the contest, 
and the choice fell ou the treasurer of 
the state, Frank O. Briggs. The sue 
eessor of Senator 
Dryden has declar
ed that lu> is in gen
eral sympathy with 
tlie policies of Pres
ident Hoosevelt. II«1 

was born in New 
Hampshire in 1850 
and studied at I'hil 
Hps Exeter acade
my, going f r o m 
there to West Point, 
where lie graduated 
in 1S72. Next fol 
lowed a career as a FRANK o. uitiuos. 
military otlicer last
ing until 1S77. He served in the Sec
ond Fnited States cavalry as second 
lieutenant. < »11 his resignation from the 
regular army he entered the employ of 
the John A. ltochling Sons' company of 
Trenton as an engineer and is now as
sistant treasurer of the concern. 

Since leaving the army Senator 
Briggs has been identified with the pol
itics of his state and since 1904 has 
been at the head of the Republican 
state committee. He was elected may
or of Trenton in is««» and in 11)02 was 
appointed by Governor Voorhees to the 
post of state treasurer, which he held 
on election to Mr. Dryden's seat. 

"NO WIFEJfAHIEO." 
Man Who Advertised For Spouse 

Has to Hang Out This Sign. 

BESIEGED BY APPLICANTS. 

Every Train Brings to Derby, Conn., 
Women, Old and Young, Pretty and 
Otherwise, Who Would Share the 
Lot of George Moon, Esq, 

Derby, Conn., is in the throes of a 
matrimonial bargain rush. From the 
four corners of the state women, young 
and old, are arriving. They seek to 
wed George M0011, the widower, who 
advertise »'or a wife. Mr. Moon told 
the public that he wanted a young wo 
man between the ages of twenty-live 
and thirty-live, but the "ad." has 
brought to his door every day for the 
past week widows of fifty, maids of 
sixteen and spinsters of uncertain age. 

Every incoming train has some aspir
ant for the heart of the lonely Moon, 
who admits forty-one years of age. 

Ills mail has been something enor
mous. Nearly every letter has contain 
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IT WAS A UlaOLIN'G (Ot'NTRY LASS. 

ed a photograph. The latter were 
promising, and, not finding his Ideal 
among the army of personal appli
cants, M0011 lias traced the photo
graphs from one end of the state to 
the other In hopes of locating Ills affin
ity. But the trip failed. In one place 
he found a woman of sixty or so shyly 
admitting she had sent him a picture 
taken when she was thirty. In another 
place It was a giggling country lass 
who saw visions of the gay life of 
Derby. 

Moon Is now back home announcing 
that Ills first list of applicants is not 
satisfactory. He says he has cleaned 
the slate and will start anew upon his 
hunt for Mrs. M0011. All former appl! 
cants are barred. Upon the door of his 
honie he has printed this sign. "No 
Wife Wanted." When he returned he 
said: 

"I am still heart whole and fancy 
free. Some of the applicants wanted a 
cash payment in advance as an evi
dence of good faith. Some were di
vorcees. I wouldn't have that sort. 1 
want no grass widows. The lot I di
vided into two classes, the shallow 
pated and the mercenary. I don't want 
either. 

"I called upon one woman at Wal-
ilngford who seemed to fill the bill, 
but when I got there, expecting to find 
a woman of perhaps thirty, I met a 
woman over fifty. She said, 'Well, 
thnt was my picture when I was thir
ty, nnd If you would like me at thirty, 
why not like me now ?' " Moon tied. 

Here are some of the letters that 
Moon has received: 

Bridgeport, Conn. 
Pear Sir—I hear you lire In need of a 

wife. Well. I nm Just the one you want, 
for I am looking for n hubble. I feel 
sure we can make life one Ion« dream. 
When can you come to see m>'? I will 
be home every night this week. I In
close my photo, which will Bpeak fur It
self. Hoping to see you Boon, I nm your», 

Naugrntuck. Conn. 
Pear Mr. M — Having seen your adver

tisement, 1 nm anxious to be your wife, 
If we can make the necessary arrange
ments. I nm good looking and a good 
housekeeper and have a little monev. Let 
mo know when nnd where I can so.' you. 
Tours truly, ——. 

Wlnsted, Conn. 
My Pear Mr M0011—Your ad has just 

been brought to my notice, and I hasten 
to answer It before It Is too late. T um a 
widow, but have no children; am twenty 
nine years old. fair and of a happy dis
position. I feel sure I could make a nice 
home for you. Let me know about it as 
loon as possible. Sincerely, . 

Walllngford. Conn. 
Pear Friend—I send you my picture, 

which I had taken In Hosten. If you say 
the word. I will marry you at once. I 
nm sure that neither of us will ever re
tire t. It must have been ordained that we 
should meet and wed. Awaiting your an
swer. Affectionately, . 

New Bedford. Mass. 
Pear Sir I should very much like to 

make your acquaintance. 1 think we 
could agree on tirst sight. Pleas.« send 
me your picture. 1 can picture in my 
mind Just how you look, and I feel sure 
that you would be a good husband to me. 
Yours In respect, . 

Tyler Olty. Conn. 
Pear Mr. Moon I am a lonely ptrl liv

ing In the country and want t.> get mar
ried. but not t<> a farmer. I can do 
housework and sew and tend children and 
do all any womyn could do for you. \V*e 
can be married at once, for pa Is willing 
If I get a good man. If you can >• one to 
Tyler City next Thursday night I will 
meet you at the station and fls It up. 
Ever yours, 

METALLIC PISTi t*. 

Arrangerr.snt of Siccus and Serines 
Thût Prevent: i..:akagi. 

The accoi::pan.vin ;; .-a,-big ii;us 
trates au improved .netalllc pi-ton 
packing composed of comparu, i,v-ly 
few parts and arranged to p:ev-.-ut 
leakage of steam in the cylinder from 
one side of the piston to the other. In 
addition to this, the device is so de
signed as to compensate for all wear 
of the Interior contacting surface- of 
the engine cylinder and the packing, 
thus requiring 110 reboring of the cylin
der. 

As pictured in the engraving, the 
improved packing is arranged between 
two heads keyed to the piston rod. The 
head (A » is formed with a spider, which 
serves to space the heads apart and 
provide an outer annular recess be
tween them. In tills recess the blocks 
(Bj are fitted, and between them and 
the spider is a series of springs (Ci. 
There nre four of these blocks (Bi, and 
their inner edges are curved to fit 
against the springs. The outer edges 
of the blocks are angular and are form
ed with dovetailed grooves adapted to 
receive dovetailed tongues on the seg
ments (D). 

It will be observed that the aligned 
edges of two adjacent angular block* 
are engaged by one segment (D), and 
in order to insure a complete fitting of 
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METALLIC l'ISTON PACKING. 

the segments 011 the blocks two op
posite segments are formed with longer 
dovetailed tongues than the intermedi
ate segments. The segments (Dl, it 
may be observed, are formed with 
curved outer faces adapted to engage 
the Inner surface of the cylinder. In 
practice the springs (C), pressing 
against the blocks (B), hold the seg
ments (D) lu firm contact with the 
cylinder, and consequently all wear 
between the contacting surfaces is 
conpensated for, and leakage of steam 
from one side of the piston to the other 
is completely prevented. 

It will be seen that by providing 
dovetailed connection between the 
blocks and the segments they are held 
together, but allow sliding movement 
of the segments 011 the blocks without 
danger of their becoming disconnected. 
While this packing is applicable on 
any engine, it has been designed par
ticularly for use 011 locomotives. The 
inventor of this improved piston pack
ing is N. rtlauni, 77 Schmidt building, 
1'ittsburg. 

Coalite to Replace Coal. 
Coalite is imitating coal anil is re

puted to excel the genuine article, 
writes .1. A. ilowlaiul in the Chicago 
Tribune. By a newly discovered proc
ess the experts can produce from coal 
of the cheapest quality this substance 
of coalite. This coalite produces 'Jo pel-
cent more heat than coal. So little car
bon is emitted that it can be burned in 
u white stove without discoloring it. So 
little oxygen is required to support its 
combustion that the long draft is tin 
necessary, aud the tall chimney Is 
made a tbiug of the past. It is further 
declared that the gas produced is 
stronger, purer and less costly than 
thnt to which we have been accus
tomed. Finally It is said that the by
products of the manufacture of coalite 
can lie sold for more than the original 
price of the coal, so that coalite costs 
less than nothing to produce. If only 
coalite were edible as well the goal of 
human happiness surely would be 
looming up in sight. 

Alcohol From the Cactus. 
Large areas of arable land in west

ern Texas are overrun by growths of 
cactus. It is esteemed an unmitigated 
nuisance, though In seasons of drought 
the cactus leaves have been used to 
feed cattle, the obnoxious spines hav
ing been first destroyed by burning. 
Since the passage of the act of con 
gress providing for the manufacture of 
untaxed denatured alcohol owners of 
cactus lands are hoping to make the 
natural cactus crop valuable by distil
lation. The alleged fact that the cac
tus furnishes perhaps the cheapest and 
most abundant raw material for alco
hol making seems to be so well estab
lished that roving portable stills are 
to be set up in the cactus lands for 
the double purpose of turning the de
spised plant Into fuel and provender. 

Leprosy Cure Found. 
A commission appointed by the Cu

ban government has turned In a report 
lo the effect that Dr. Matias Duque. 
who is in charge of the Hospital For 
Contagious Diseases, probably has dis-
ffovered a cure for leprosy. 

Dr. Duque's experiments have been 
along the line of wlmt he terms the 
"red mangrove tree" treatment. He 
•Inlms to have discovered this treat
ment as a result of his study to find a 
.•uro for his sister, who suffered from 
leprosy and whom he has succeeded In 
curing. 

A Vegetable Milk. 
A vegetable tnllk Is prepared by the 

Japanese from soy IM\I 11s. which are 
soaked, crushed and boiled In water, 
the resulting liquid resembling cow's 
milk, but differing much in composi
tion. It contains '.I'.'." per cent of wa
ter. ID»2 of protein. 2.1:1 of fat and 1.S8 
>f nitrogen free-1 extract. 

Tried to Teach It to Talk, but 
Met With Poor Success. 

BIRD A PRESENT TO HIM. 

It Was a Bantam, and When It Began 
Crowing In the Night Something 
Happened—Alimony Question Again 
Spoken Of. 

[Copyright, 1907, by C. H. Sutcllffe.] 
When Mr. Bowser reached home the 

other evening he was carrying a liat-
box with numerous holes punched in 
the cover, and as he carefully set it 
down In the front hiill, with a com
placent smile on his face, Mrs. Bowser 
queried : 

"A new hat, eh? What style is it?" 
"Never mind the style until after din

ner. It's ready, I suppose?" 
"Yes, but you have naif a dozen hats 

around the house already. Why did 
you buy a new one?" 

For reply he laughed and led the 
way down to the dining room. He was 
In great good nature, but he refused to 
answer any questions touching the hat. 
Mrs. Bowser finally decided In her own 
mind that it was a hat he had taken 
down to be pressed and reshaped, and 
the meal had been half finished when 
lomething like a scream was heard 
from upstairs, and with a "By thun
der!" on his lips Mr. Bowser rose up 
and dashed from the room. She fol
lowed him, and what she saw 011 reach
ing the front hall was the hatbox be
ing rolled over and over on the floor by 
the cat, while smothered screams came 
from the interior. 

"You villain, I'll have your life!" 
shouted Mr. Bowser at the cat as he 
rushed forward. 

"For mercy's sake, what have you 
got In that box?" 

"None of your business! It's come to 
a pretty pass when I can't bring a box 
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"THF, NOISE WAS THF. HANTA M ROOSTER 
CHOWIJIO IN HIS BOX." 

into my own house without a curious 
woman atnl a yaller eyed old cat rais
ing a row about it. By the seven bulls 
of Bastian, I'll have that cat's life 
before he is two days older!" 

Heard a Queer Noise. 
The box was placed on top of the 

bookcase in the sitting room, the cat 
was hunted into the cellar, and the 
Bowser family went back to their 
meal. Mr. Bowser was mad. and Mrs. 
Bowser didn't think it politic to say 
anything further, and so there was 
very little conversation going. For 
twenty-five minutes after going up
stairs nothing was said about the box. 
Mrs. Bowser heard a suspicious 
scratching from the Interior and 
thought of pet rabbits, coons and foxes, 
but made 110 inquiries. At length Mr. 
Bowser sat down and took the box 011 
bis knee nnd said: 

"There is no great mystery after all. 
There was a farmer in the office a few 
days ago, and he was telling me about 
his bantam chickens. I was Interested, 
aud today he sent me a rooster as a 
present. It is here in the box." 

"A rooster!" exclaimed Mrs. Bowser. 
"Why en earth should he send you a 
roi is ter V" 

"Oh! Then it Is the most wonderful 
thing that ever happened, is it? If a 
farmer wants to present me with a 
bantam rooster, I don't see anything so 
very paralysing in the fact." 

"But what can you do with it?" 
"lie said he firmly believed I could 

teach it to talk if 1 would spare a little 
time. Parrots talk, and 1 know of no 
reason why roosters shouldn't. If I 
could be the one to bring out a talking 
rooster, it would be a thing that all 
natural historians would sit up and 
take notice of." 

"Let's see him." 

Lifted Out a Rooster. 
Mr. Bowser removed the cover from 

the box and lifted out a bantam rooster 
about as large as a turnip. The bird 
had lieen sadly .ruffled by his roll 011 
the floor of the hall, but when he had 
been smoothed down 11 little he pluck
ed up courage and uttered a defiant 
crow. It was a small rooster, but a 
big crow. It rang shrilly through the 
room, piercing the ears like the sound 
of a saw striking a nail in a board, 
and. while it made Mrs. Bowser cringe, 
it brought a smile to Mr. Bowser's 
face. 

"Ever hear a parrot get off anything 
like that?" he asked. "I believe, with 
the farmer, that this bird can be 
taught to talk. There was something 
like humau speech in the last notes of 
his crow. I will place him on the chair 
here and give him a tirst lesson. We 
will begin by giving him a simple 
word. We will or uie him Dick, and I 

will rep.'àt Dick. Dick. Dick. Dick. 
Dick. Dick"— 

"Dick" was interrupted right there 
by the cat. He had sneaked upstairs 
to see what was going on. and the 
sight of a chicken standing on a chair 
and peering about under the rays of 
the gaslight was too much of a tempta
tion. He bounded forward and se;;:ed 
the bantam in his mouth aud would 
have been off with him had not Mr. 
Bowser made a quick kick. 

"By all the horn spoons ever made, 
there will be murder done In this 
house tonight!" he exclaimed as he 
held the rooster up to view. 

No harm had been done. The little 
fellow was game, and lie crowed again, 
while the cat, realizing that his oppor
tunity had come and gone, fled away 
to be seen no more during the evening. 

"You shouldn't have brought such a 
thing home," said Mrs. Bowser as she 
looked from the bird to the feathers-
scattered over the floor. 

"What! I can't bring a bantam roost
er of any other kind of rooster into 
my own house? Explain that remark, 
Mrs. Bowser. I want to know wheth
er I run this house or whether you and 
that villainous old cat are bossing 
things." 

"You know thnt a cat will always go 
for a bird," she replied. 

"Then there'll be no cat around here. 
I'll break his neck before I sleep to
night." 

Mrs. Bowser wisely maintained si
lence, and after petting the bantam for 
awhile Mr. Bowser got in better tem
per and observed: 

"As I said at the beginning, I should 
like to make an experiment on this 
bird. I see no reason why lie shouldn't 
learn to talk. He looks ten times as 
bright as any parrot I ever saw. If a 
dunk headed old parrot can chatter, 
this rooster ought to be able to deliver 
an oration." 

"But has a rooster the same sort of 
tongue as a parrot?" 

Mrs. Bowser Doubtful. 
"It is to be presumed so. Why should 

nature give them different tongues? 
An American has the same sort of 
tongue as a Chinaman, hasn't he?" 

"Well, you can experiment, and I 
wish you luck. I'll see that the cat is 
turned outdoors, and you can leave your 
rooster In the box for the night." 

Half an hour later the Bowsers went 
upstairs to bed. Mr. Bowser had tak
en a deep scientific Interest In the 
rooster question, and he wns repeating 
the name Dick. Dick. Dick to himself 
when he fell asleep. Two hours later 
Mrs. Bowser awoke him with a nudge 
and the exclamation: 

"For the land's sake, get up! Don't 
you hear that queer noise?" 

"W-what Is It?" he asked as he sat 
up. 

"It's either that all the water pipes 
downstairs have burst or the furnace 
Is getting ready to blow up." 

Three minutes later he was down
stairs, and the mystery was solved. 
The noise was the bantam rooster 
crowing In his box. He crowed as Mr. 
Bowser stood and looked at the box. 
and lie crowed as the cover was taken 
off. It was a crow so shrill that It 
stopped pedestrians 011 the street. 

"What is it';" called Mrs. Bowser 
over the banister. "Don't you know 
that people are stopping at the gate?" 

"It's tills infernal little rooster! 
There he goes again! By John, who 
ever heard of a rooster crowing at this 
hour of the night?" 

"Perhaps he's learning to talk." 
"And perhaps you get back Into lied 

and stay there!" 

Crow Awoke Bowser. 
There was another long, shrill crow 

from the bantam, and then Mr. Bow
ser's fingers grasped his neck, and the 
crow died away in a gurgle. The bird 
was dead before the fuont door was 
reached, and the three or four men at 
the gate caught sight of a man on the 
front steps as he gave the corpse a 
fllug Into their midst. Then the door 
banged, and they said to each other: 

"It's a rooster, and he must have 
brought the old man down with his 
crowing, but lie didn't give t'ie little 
feller a fair show." 

At the same time, upstairs in the 
house, Mr. Bowser was saying to Mrs. 
Bowser: 

"I understand just how this tiling 
came about. You sneaked down while 
I was asleep and stuck a hatpin Into 
that poor bird. In the morning. Mrs. 
Bowser—In the morning we will con
sult our respective lawyers and fix the 
amount of alimony." M. QUAD. 

At the Club. 

m 
xi 

Little Smith—Some clumsy idiot lias 
sat on my new hat. 

Jones—1 say, old chap, it's lucky yoa 
weren't in lt.—Ta tier. 

Going Her One Better. 
Housemaid—The postman brings me 

a letter from my young man every dav 
with heaps of kisses In It. Isn't it 
lovely? 

Cook—Yes. but it's much nicer for 
me. The postman is my young 
and every d::y he kisses me hlinse,. -
Meggendorfcr Blatter. 


