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WILLIAM HOWARD TAFT. 

state timber lands. An examina* 
tion of the records will at once con
vince you that a condition of affaire 

Polished every Wednesday Morning I exists as to the transfer of these lands 
by the River Press Publish- which warrants an examination. The 

ing Company. (records show that something like 130 
applications have been made by indi
viduals, that the deeds or patents have 
come to them or for them, as the case 

1857—Born, Cincinnati, O., Septem-1 may be, and that immediately upon 
ber 15, son of Alfonso Taft, attorney their being placed upon the record a 

But a Court Record Quoted Him 
Using Strong Language. 

One day during a terui of court at 
Macon, Mo.. Judge She!ton, who was 
running through a stenographic record 

a triai, detected a sentence which 
HELENA, June 23.—Official notice 

has been taken by the state board of 
reflected upon the piety of appellant's I land commissioners of the charge of 
senior counsel, Major B. R. Dysart, an 
elder in the Presbyterian church. 

general of the United States, 1876-7 
and Louise M. ( Torrey ) Taft. 

1874—Graduated from Woodward 
high school, Cincinnati, and entered 
Yale. 

1878—Graduated from Yale, with de
gree of B 
ealutatorian and class orator. 

I deed follows conveying these lands to 
the Somers Lumber company 

GROVER CLEVELAND. 

The announcement of the death of 
A., second in class of 21, | ex-President Cleveland came as a sur

prise to the public. News of his re* 
1880—Graduated from law school of cent sickness had appeared in the 

Cincinnati college, with degree of press dispatches, but there was no in-
LL. B., dividing first prize and ad- timation that a fatal result was appre-
mitted to the Ohio bar. 

1881.—Law reporter on Cincinnati | 
Times, and later on Cincinnati Com
mercial. 

hended by his physicians. 
As the only living ex-president, Mr. 

Cleveland was regarded as the most 
distinguished private citizen of the 

reading 
bly pained to note in it some very dis' 
respectful language you used iu the 
presence of the court." 

A funereal solemnity would fall short 
of describing the appearance of 
sart's features. 

What do you mean?" be asked. 
Of course you may have been excit

ed a bit during the trial, major. I 
know those other fellows were worry
ing you like everything, but that Is 
hardly an excuse for using cuss words. 

1882—Assistant prosecuting attorney United States. Since bis retirement 
of Hamilton county, Ohio. 

1883—Collector of internal revenue, 
first district of Ohio. 

I from the presidency, Mr. Cleveland 
had not taken an active part in poli
tics, but his advice was sought and 

1884.—Engaged in practice of law in I followed on various occasions by 
Cincinnati. 

1885—Assistant county solicitor of | 
Hamilton county, Ohio. 

many of the leaders of his party. 
While Mr. Cleveland was not in ac

cord with western sentiment upon va-

H* Emptied His Pocket». 
The Comte de Corbieres, minister of 

the interior to Louis XVIII., while 
working in the king's cabinet one day 
became absorbed in his work and so 

* . . . . .. - I far forgot himself as to place his 
t^lng a case?' demanded the major |ernor who suggested that as they set Bnuffbox on the klng.s dcsk after tak 

forth grave charges, the board make | ing snuff. The king observed this un-
an investigation at its earliest con 
venlence. 

A few weeks back, when the big 

You should have waited until you got were made at a board meeting last 
outside. It won't do"— December. At the executive meeting | 

Does your honor mean to intimate I of the board yesterday these letters 
that I swore in your presence while | were transmitted by the gov' 

1886—Married Helen Herron in Cin-1 rious matters of public concern, and 
was not popular in this part of the 

superior I country, he enjoyed the confidence and 
esteem of a large number of his fellow* 

1890— Solicitor general of the United citizens. His election to the presidency 
States. on two occasions demonstrated that a 

1892—Became United States circuit majority of the voters had faith in his 

cinnati. 
1887—Became judge of 

court of Ohio. 

sternly. 
"I don't intimate anything, major, 

but you just look at that." And he 
banded the transcript to Dysart There, 
nestling in the midst of a long argu
ment over an objection, printed as 
plain as type could make it, were the j for thousands of acres of land pur 
words: 

"It is a damned obscure Injury." 
chased from the state, the complaints 
began to arise. Mr. Dickey's letter 

It required nearly five minutes for I was a lengthy one. In substance, he 
the major to think out how it happen- charged that 20,000 acres of timber 

judge, sixth circuit. patriotic purpose to secure good gov-
1896—Became dean and professor in ernment for the American people. Mr 

law department, University of Cincin- Cleveland was awarded the unique dis
tinction of being elected to succeed a 

I president by whom he had been pre
viously defeated, and was the only 

ed. Then he grabbed a ppn, shoved it | 
into the ink bottle and viciously 
scratched out the ribald sentence, over 
which he wrote: 

"It is a damnum absque Injuria,' 
meaning a damage without an injury. 
—Kansas City Star. 

1900— Became president United States 
Philippine commission. 

1901—Appointed first civil governor democratic president in half a century 
of Philippine islands. 

1902—Sent to Rome to confer with | 
Pope Pius in regard to Philippines. 

1904—Became secretary of war in| 
President lïooaevelt's cabinet. 

of American history. 
The political opponents of the ex 

president were compelled to concede 
and admire his sturdy Americanism, 
his sincerity of purpose, and stern de-

1905—Made visit to Philippines and termination to follow the path of duty 
«ras given big reception in Japan. 

1906—Proclaimed United States in
tervention in Cuba. 

1907—Made tour of world, opened 

he saw it. In sending federal 
troops to Chicago to quell serious la1 

bor riots he probably exceeded his 
constitutional powers and incurred 

Philippine assembly and visited Em-1 the displeasure of powerful interests 
peror Nicholas of Ilussia. 

1908—Nominated by republican par
ty, at national conventton in Chicago, 
as its candidate for president of the 
United States. 

STATE TIMBER LANDS. 

but he believed the situation called 
for a prompt and effective measure of 
relief and supplied it without regard 
to the strict letter of the law. When 
a democratic congress enacted the 
Wilson-Gorman tariff bill, a measure 
that was false to the platform prom 
ises of his party, Mr. Cleveland de 
nounced the enactment as one of "per 
fidy and dishonor," and refused to 
affix his signature to it. His ultima 
tum to the British government in con 

The announcement that the state 
board of land commissioners will give 
a public hearing to those who allege 
that state timber lands have been sold 
at a price far below their actual value, I necllon wlth the Venzuelan trouble 
is a matter of considerable public in-1 ln which he announced that the United 
terest. For some time past It ha9 been | gjat,08 was prepared to uphold the 

Monroe doctrine by force, if neces 
sary, was another incident of the 
Cleveland administration that will 

current gossip in Flathead county that 
sales of state timber land In that part 
of Montana were being made at a loss 
to the commonwealth, and the state occupy a place in American history 
board has decided to give its critics Mr Cleveland had the courage of his 
an opportunity to prove their allega- cunvletions, and pursued the course 
tions. That Is the proper way to set-
tlo the question. If any mistake has | 
been made, or any unlawful or crooked 
action has been taken, a public hear-l 

he believed to be proper and right, 
regardless of consequences 

Graceful tribute to the memory of 
Mr. Cleveland is paid in a proclama 

ing may develop that fact and suggest j lion l98Ued by president Itoosevelt 

which says in part: 
In his death the nation has been de 

prived of one of its greatest citizens 
By profession a lawyer, his chief ser 
vices to his country were rendered 
during a long and varied and honor 
able career in public life. As may 
of his city, as governor of his state 

remedy. If everything is on the 
square, the accusation of dishonesty 
or disregard of the public welfare will 
be disproved. 

The nature of these alleged irregu 
larities is indicated by an article in 
the Libby News, which says in part: 

The Western News has been in 
formed by a prominent official of Flat* I anj jw[eo a8 president he showed sig 
head county, and bv a prominent tin»-1 power as an administrator, cou 
ber cruiser of this county, that recent wllll cntire devotion to the coun 
sales of timber lands iu 1" lathead I ia good and courage that quailed 
county have been made at prices which before no hostility when only he w 
are far below the actual value of these couvl„eei] where his duty lay. Since 
lnniij This uewspaper has also beenlj^ retirement from the presidency lands. 
informed that in the judgment of this 

HE DIDN'T SWEAR. STATE BOARD ACCUSED. 
Timber Lands Alleged To Have Been 

Sold At a Loss To the State. 

WAVING REOPENED my Drug 
Business in Fort Benton, 1 would 

respectfully 
patronage 

solicit a share of your 

mal-administration which has been 
bandied about in northwestern Mon-

Major " he said, "I have just been tana for the past three week, in con-
idiug this record. I was inexpressi- , . . . .v, j. 

FRESH DRUGS 
AND MODERATE PRICES 

QUARANTEED. 

nection with the sale of thousands of 1 
acres of timber lands. A hearing has] 
been ordered for July 22 at Kalispell, 
when the board will be pleased to 

Dy-|meet all persona making complaints | 
or charges against the administration. 

W. J. MINAR, 
FORT BENTON, - - MONT 

Hotel—V*—» 

The records of the land office will be 0 Grand Union 

on hand. 1 

Edward Dickey of Kalispell, wrote 
j two letters to Governor Norris, mak
ing charges concerning sales which 

% 

heard of familiarity from the corner 
of his eye, but said nothing. Present
ly the minister whipped out his pocket 

lumber companies placed deeds on file I handkerchief and placed It beside the 

land, which was sold at $12.75 an 
acre, was worth double that amount; 

snuffbox. 
"M. de Corbieres," remarked the 

king at last, "you appear to be empty
ing your pockets." 

"Perhaps so, sire," was the calm re
sponse, "but that is much better than 
filling them." 

The king smiled at the clever hit at 
that the state law provides that no the corruption of some of the minis-
person shall buy from the state more ter>s predecessors. Corbieres was noted 
than 160 acres of timber or agricul-1 'or scruPu'ous integrity, 
tural land, and that to evade this law 
'dummies" were secured who did not 

SHOPPING IN CAIRO. 

Where Bargaining Is the Perfume, the 
Poetry of Trade. 

"I entered Sidl Okba's shop in Cairo,' 
said the man with the oriental labels 
on Ills luggage, "and a handsome carpet 
caught my eye. 'What is the price of 
that?' I asked. 

That carpet is not for sale,' Sldi 
Okba answered. 'I bought It at great 
cost for my own delectation only. IIow 
beautiful It Is! But will not monsieur 
partake with me of coffee and ciga
rettes?" 

"I partook. The next morning 1 was 
in that neighborhood again, and Sidl 
came forth and saluted me. He had 
changed his mind about retaining the 
carpet. Allah forbade selfishness among 
the true believers, and since I desired 
the thing he'd let me have it for $1.000. 

'I'll give you $10,' said I. 
He fell back, almost fainting; then 

In a weak, pained voice he offered me 
coffee again. 

Next day when I turned up he came 
down to $900, and I went up to $13, 
and we drank more coffee and smoked. 
Next day he dropped to $S00, and I rose 
to $17.50. We were very cheerful over 
the coffee and tobacco that day. We 
had the carpet spread before us to ad
mire. It was evident that we would 
strike a bargain yet, and just before I 
left Cairo we did strike a bargain. 
The carpet became mine for $50. It 
would have cost $250 at home. As we 
shook hands In farewell Sidl Okba 
said: 

" 'I love a good bargainer like your
self. Bargaining is the bloom, the per
fume, the poetry of trade. I adore it' " 
—Exchange. 

Neat Little Game. 
. After tea she brought over his pipe 

even know their names had been used, an(j ̂ is slippers. 
and who signed over to the big con
cerns—in this instance the Somers 
Lumber company—the title to the 
land. He characterized the proceed-1 conscience fund." 
ing of the board in making this sale! "Conscience fund?" asked the big 
without the knowledge of the public as I husband In surprise. 
savoring of the "star chamber." He |, ff', „ ,°" 
also stated that in some instances the 
board had turned down an offer for 
tract of land and then sold at a much 
less figure. This last charge is ex 
plained by members, who state that 
many times a bidder offers an attrac
tive price for a small strip, but de 
clines to purchase land which is ad 
jacent but of little value. To secure 
a good price for the poor land it is 
sometimes sold with the good land, 
and the price per acre averages much 
more than could be secured in any 
other way. 

Mr. Dickey charges that three-quar
ters of a million dollars had been lost 
to the state through the carelessness, 
or worse of the board 

"John," she whispered tenderly, "do 
I you know my conscience has been 
hurting me and I have formed a little 

see, I have been 
borrowing a few dollars out of your 
vest pockets every night for a week, 
and here is the entire sum." 

Well! Well! You are an honest 
little woman." 

"And, John?" 
"Well, my dear?" 
"Now—now that I have been so hon

est, would—would you mind giving mo 
the 'conscience fund' to buy a pretty 
hat I saw in a window today?"—Bos
ton Tost. 

The WEEKLY RIVER PRESS is a good 
newspaper to send away to your friends 
in the east. It will save you the trou
ble of writing letters 
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STOCKMEN'S 

NATIONAL BANK. 
OF FORT BENTON, flONTANA." 

Capital Paid Up 

Surplus 

•200,000 
9200,000 

DAVID G. BROWNE. Pres. 
J. V. CARROLL, Vic»-Pr**t. 
LOUIS D. SHARP, Cisbier. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS—Chas. E. 
Duer, Chas. Lepley, Jos. Hirshberg, 
A. S. Lohman, C. H. Merrill, Jno. 
V. Carroll, M. E. Mllner, David G. 
Browne, John Harris 

TRANSACTS A GENERAL 
BANKING BUSINESS. 

Local Securities a Specialty. 

Interest Allowed on Time Deposits 

Conrad Banking 
COMPANY, 

GREAT FALLS MONT 
(Unincorporated.) 

Missouri Flood At Omaha. 

FIRE 
INSURANCE. 

PAID UP CAPITAL $ 100,000 
INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITY..2 000,000 

W. G. CONRAD, Pres. 
JAMES T. STANFORD, 

Vlce-Pres. and Manager. 
A. E. SCHWINGEL, 

Cashier 
OMAR J. MALCOLM, 

Asst. Cashier. 

he 
has continued well and faithfully to 

timber cruiser the state of Montana I hin countrymen by the simplicity, 
has been robbed of at least $1,000,0001 jj,rUjt,y und uprightness of his public 
iu three transactions on account of 
the price at which these lands have 
been sold. 

The three transactions referred to 
are those by which Julius Neils, the 

life. In testimony of the respect in 
which his memory is held by the gov
ernment and the people of the United 
States, I do hereby direct that the 
Hags on the white house and the sev 

OMAHA, June 23. — The Missouri 
river at Omaha shows the highest 
stage in 28 years. The stage as oßi< 
cially reported by the weather bureau 
this morning was 18.9 feet, but an un 
official reading at 5 o'clock this after' 
noon showed a stage of 19.2 feet and 
still rising slowly. 

The first serious damage was done 
today, when several farms north of 
the city and the plant of the National 
White Lead company, at East Omaha, 

Another Kind of Guest. | were partially inundated. No relief 
Won't you please write hi my guest I is anticipated for 36 hours, and with 

book?" said a woman to the friends she a continued rise for that length of 
had entertained at dinner. And she | time conditions will become serious 
brought out the treasured volume, with 
Its record of hospitality. The names | vice Presidential Nominee Is Sick 
were inscribed. 

"Why, what's this?" said the mod
ern Eve as the pages were lluttered be
fore the book was returned to Its own
er. "There are lots and lots of names 
In the back and all In your handwriting 
too." 

The hostess laughed. "Do you want 
to know what these names are?" she 
asked. "Well, I suppose I might make 

confession. They are names of 
guests, all right, but of another kind. 
It's the list of the servants I have had 
since my housekeeping experiences be
gan."—New York I'ress. 

All Leading Companies 
Represented. 

This bank solicits accounts, and 
offers to depositors absolute security, 
prompt and careful attention, and the 
most liberal treatment consistent with 
safe and profitable banking. Buys 
and sells foreign exchange, drawing 
direct on all principal American ana 
European cities, and issues its own 
Letters of Credit. 

Interest paid on time deposits. The 
F. A. FLANAGAN, Fort Benton, highest cash price paid for approved 

state, county, city and school bonds 
and warrants. 

Northwestern Lumber company autHeral departmental buildings be dis 
the Somers Lumber company have ac- piayej at jiuif mast for a period of 30 

days: and that suitable military and 
naval honors, under the order of the 
secretaries of war and navy, be ren 

quired large areas of state timber 
lands in this county. According to 
the authority given, the land which 
was bought by Julius Neils is at least | deretl ou the day of tjje funeral. 
$100,000 less than its value; that the 
Somers Lumber company lands were. 8!nging and Garfl| |na 

sold on a basis which makes the stump- gingers do not give away their se-
age not to exceed "5 cents a thousand, j crets 0j voice. I know, however. 
adjoining lands from which the United 
Stateä government gets $2.10 per thous 
and, and for the same kind of timber, 
and that the purchase of the lands by 
the Northwestern Lumber company is 
on a par with the other two transac
tions, and the three easily amounticg 
to a loss to the state of a million dol 
lars. 

This newspaper is also informed 
that the method of transferring this 
land from the state of Montana to 
these concerns is an evidence of fraud, 
in equity if not in law. The records 

that some- of the tenors and prima 
donnas use an astringent garglo when
ever their vocal cords become so re
laxed that very high notes are difficult 
to emit One famous little tenor used 
cold tea that had drawn a long time. 
Such a gargle, though, does not im
prove the quality of the voice, even If 
it does raise the pitch temporarily. 

The popular gargle among opera art
ists Is the solvent. It loosens crusts 
which form in the throat and nasal 
cavities aud removes mucous which 
cannot be got rid of by coughing and 
hawking. A common wash is twelve 

of this county show that these landsI grains of chlorate of potash to a wine-
, , , . I ivlncefiil nf tvarm wntftr M.H1V RlllffPlN 

have been obtained from the govern 
ment by individuals in parcels of not | 
to exceed 160 acres. Under the law, 

and orators in order to render their 
voices clear aud mellow use a gargle 
containing one teaspoouful of common 

it is explained to this office, no one is | galt and one of baking SOda in a tum
blerful of water. These gargles are im 
proved by further adding some aro 
matic substances to stimulate the mu 

.entitled to purchase more than 1001 
acres of state lands. 

Yet the Somers Lumber company, I 
lor instance, lias just recently placed cous membrane with which they come 
on record deeds for about 20,000 acres! lu contact. New York I rcss. 

Apply It to Your Life. 
Have you ever watched the exceed

ingly delicate and yet Urm pressure of 
the hand of a skillful tuner? lie will 
make the string produce a perfectly 
true note, vibrating in absolute accord 
with his own never changing tuning 
fork. The practiced hand is at one 
with the accurate ear, and the pressure 
Is brought to bear with most delicate 
adjustment to the resistance. The ten 
s Ion Is never exceeded, lie never breaks 
a string, but he patiently strikes the 
note again and again till the tone is 
true aud the ear is satisfied, and then 
the muscles relax and the pressure 
ceases. 

Barnum's Ready Retort. 
Barnum once appeared at Oxford to 

lecture ou "Humbug." The rowdy 
students would not give him a hear
ing. At length, in a momentary lull, 
he shouted, 
hear anything about humbug? 

"We don't!" was the answer in 
roar. 

"Well." 
your money 
about that!' 

The disturbance came to a sudden 
finish, and Barnum proceeded In peace. 

CHICAGO, June23.—When apprised 
of the serious illness of Representa 
tive Sherman, the vice presidential 
nominee, Harry S. New, chairman of 
the national committee, expressed 
great regret. 

While the friends of Mr. Sherman 
are taking a hopeful view of his case, 
the question naturally arises regard
ing the course of procedure in case of 
his demise. Mr. New was clearly of 
the opinion that in such event the na
tional committee would have full 
power to name a vice presidential 
candidate. They are, he said, vested 
with similar power in regard to the 
presidential candidate, but said that 
as there was sufficient time before 
election to do so the committee would 
reassemble the convention and have a 
nominee elected in the regular way. 

Will Recover Public Lands. 

WASHINGTON, June 23.—In a state-1 
ment issued today in regard to the 
land fraud conspiracy cases which re< 
suited yesterday in the conviction of I 
Fred A. Hyde and J. O. Schneider and 
the acquittal of John A. Benson and 
H. P. Diinond, Assistant Attorney 
General A. B. Hug declares that, 
while the trial of these four men has 
cost the government 148,380, the bene-

WHENEVER 
YOU WANT 

Up-to-date Stationery, 
School and Office 

Supplies, 

. ö .  

BUYERS and 
SELLERS of 
LIVE STOCK. 

The Freshest of 
and Candies, 

Fruit 
FORT BENTON, Mont 

Or ST. PAUL PARK. MINN. 

Benton :: Stables. 
Tobacco and Cigars, 

The Latest 
Magazines or Novels, 

COME TO THE 
HILA1RE LABARRE. Prop r. 

Post Office Store, "very, Sale and Feed Stables. 
Light and Heavy Turnout« by the day, week, c 

month. FINE TEAMS a SPECIALTY. Horse-
Wagons, Baggies and Harness on hand at 
times, and for sale at reasonable prices. 

No Modern Home Is Complete 
Without a Telephone. 

The greatest labor and time-savinp 
Then you don't want to I ûcial results to the land department I convenience of the age. You can talk 

in the future administration of public I from your telephone to every subscrib-
land laws are beyond calculation. The|ej>ia any exchange in Utah, Montana, 
net result, he says, will be the restor-| Idaho, Wyoming, as well as all Pacific 

retorted Barnum, "I've got I ation to the government of more than coaât points and Colorado and New 
?y. and there's tio humbug j 100,000 acres of public lauds, valued Mexico. Short rates for short talks. 

at $1,000,000. j Half minute up. The pay begins whet 

Broke the Law. 
"What got me into trouble? Failure 

to ignore the law." 
"That seems odd." 
"Not at all. 1 couldn't resist the 

temptation to give the law a swift 
kick." -I.ouisvlllo Courier-Journal. 

MISSOULA, June 24.—James Hayes 
was locked up in the county jail today 
on a statement he made that, while 
private in the British army, he had 
murdered a corporal named Joseph I jJJ-oved! 
Walsh at the St. Louis barracks, near 
Quebec, about eight years ago. 
Hayes" mind is believed to be affected. 

Half minute up. 
the talk begins. 

Rates from 12.00 up, for unlimited 
local service. 

Leave your orders now. The ne" 
instruments are the verv latest im-

60 YE Alt 8' 
EXPERIENCE 

Rockv Mountain Bell Tel. Co. 

PATENTS 
I fMD£ IB»«»» 

DESIGNS 
COPYRIGHTS AC. 

Anyone sending a sketch and description may 
enlckly ascertain our opinion free whether an 
Invention Is probably patentable^ Communica
tions »t rictly conti dent lal. HANDBOOK on Patenta 
tent free. Oldest auency for securing patents. 

Patents taken through Munn X Co. receive 
tpteial notice, without charge. In the 

Scientific American. 
A Handsomely illustrated weekly. I.»rmt cir
culation of any scientific journal. Terms, f3 a 
year; four months* fL Sold by all newsdealers. 

ÄüNN&Cn.ae.Bro.^. New York 
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