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HIGHER FREIGHT RATES.

The plan of the tranecontinental
railroads to advance freight rates the
first of the year ie going to meet with
a great deal of opposition. The rail.
roads as a reason for the advance say
it is necessary in order that dividends
may be paid and the present rate of
wages maintalned. If they can con-
vince the people of the truth of these
assertions there will be no very strong
opposition. But Thomas C. Shotwell,
writing in the New York American,
endeavors to show, and to some ex-
tent successfully, that in raising rates
the railroads are pursuing a shorte
sighted policy. Mr. Shotwell con-
tends that a ralse of rates by the Am-
erican roads will inure to the benefit
of the Canadian roads, and that in the
end the lines on this gide of the boun-
dary will be the losers, He says the
only way for the American roads to
hold the rich trade of the northwest is
to reduce their dividends and if they
do not lower, at least not to raise
rates.

The New York writer poiots out in
a startling way just what this Cana-
diun competition will amount to in a
few years, and what it means today,
Any railroad in Canada has a shorter
haul from the Pacific to the Atlantic
than any American competitor. An-
other advantage of the Canadian
roads is that they are not overbur.

deped with millions of stocks and
bonds for which no value came to the
property.

The Canadian government has

backed a transcontinental llne that
will cost #340,000,000, or more than
the Panama canal. Maoy persons
vonsider the project 4 wild one and
predice failure, but . nen finished, as
it will be in abou. scven years, the
Great Trunk Pacific willjhave o road-
bed equal to the Pennsylvania from
ocean to ocean and a haul hundreds
of miles shorter. Even now the Ca-
nadian has a line from Boston to the
Pacitle coast 150 miles shorter than
the shortest American route, and,
counting the lower grades that pre-
vail, It should be considered in effec-
tve mileago at least 600 miles shorter,

With all this advaotage of distance,
grades and capitalization, the Cana-
dian railroads arc perfectly satlsfied
with preseot freight rates. An ad-
vance will drive many millions of
dollars’ worth of commerco from New
York City vo Montreal, It will drive
wns of thousands of prosperous far-
mers from the Unfted States into the
Cavadian northwest. 1t will injure
the northwestern part of the United
States and will trunsfer the entire
Alaskan  business from Scattle to
Chicago.

FOR BETTER ROADS.

A good deal is being prioted of late
in the state papers about good county
roads, and, If we are not mistaken, a
move §s being made to organize o
county road commission, or something
of the sort, its objeot beiog to promote
the improvement of roads in the state
of Mootaoa,

This is & move in the right dirce-
tion. Good dirt roads are as indis-
pensable ws railrouds,  Not infre.
quently a county or a community will
20 in debt clear up w its collar w
help build o railroad which it has no
more use for than a hog has for the
ten commandments, then give its dirt
roads practically no attention what-
ever.  ‘The method of “improving'’
county roads now in vogue in most of
the western states is about as follows:
The overscer, or road commissioner,
summons all ablebodied citizons, be-
tween certain nges, to report to him
for service for a specified length of
time on the public highways or pay
fnto the coffers of the county o eertain
sum in leu of their more or less val-
uable services, Those who have noth-
iog to do wod no political pull report
to the overscer, who usually koows
less about the science of road building
than the average political agitator
does about political economy,

They go out and paw around in the
dirt for two or three days, talk poli-
tles, erack a few jokes, takoe a receipt
for duty performed, and go home.
The result is that the last state of that
highway is worse than the first. The
rains come, the tloods descend and
beat upon that road so fearfully and
wonderfully made, and in two duys
the devil couldn't get over it with an
empty express wagon drawn by atewm
of hippogritls,
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the fence to masticate plug tobacco
and damns the railroads for robbliog
him of the fruits of his wife's labor by
exorbitant freight rates, yet eleven
times out of seven it costs him more
to get a load of hay over the four
miles of dirt road, that has been
churned to a jelly, than the railroads
ask for transportation to the nearest
market.

We want to put men in charge of the
work who do not imagine that piling
a few tons of subsoil in the middle of
a highway and scooping out a polly-
wog pond on one side and inaugurate
ing a mosquito factory on the other,
is giviog the old Roman turnpike
constructors a terrific stroke of
paralysie. We want to get impressed
upon the man with a hoe that he who
spends a whole day engineerfog six
sacks of grain through a series of mud
holes to trade them for a side of Kan-
sas bacon and a jug of register %
whiskey, when a little labor and ex-
pense might give him an Indiana turn-
pike without toll gates, wears wings on
his head a yard long.

Good roads associations ure being
organized throughout the western
states and Montana, as far us we are
able to learn, is one of the last to fall
in line. The News trusts that the pro-
moters fn the tleld will prove a power
for good und accomplish a reform
that will be of everlasting benefit to
the Treasure state.--Carbon County
.\'UW:.

BOOSTING FOR WATERWAYS.

According to dispatches from Wash-
ington the advocates of a comprehen-
siveplun of inland waterways improve-
ment are boosting for the proposition
in every way possible. Closely
followlng an importunt mecting of the
rivers and harbors congress comes
news that o bill providiog for a bond
issue for financing proposed water-
ways Improvements has been intro-
duced In congress, and as both the
political parties are pleged by their
platforms to a general programme of
that kind, the measure will probably
receive favorable consideration.

The reasons advanced by the rivers
and harbors congress for its advocacy
of a general scheme for improving all
the waterways, even at the cxpense of
many huodreds of millions, have been
stated In & concise form by the presi-
dent of the congress, IRlepresentative
Joseph i, Randell of Louisisna.
They are:

First—-Because water transporta-
tion is much cheaper than by rail,
aod in many cases much quicker for
the heavy, low-class commodities. On
well-improved lakes and rivers the
cost of transportation is about one-
sixth of the average cost by rail.

Second-—Because the railroads
under normal conditions are gested
and unable to handle the commerce
of the country. Experts assert that
during the past 10 years production
has increased 126 per cent, and
rallrord facilitics forhandling that
prod\uliun show an increase of
ouly 22 per cent. Improve waterways
would relieve this congestion with
resultant cheapening of railroad rates.
Third ~Because our commercial
competitors, Germany and  France,
have so thoroughly developed and im-
proved their waterways and cheapened
freight charges that we will be unable
to compete with them io the world's
market unless we do likewise.

I"ourth— Because Canada now has a
i foot canal conneetlng  the great
lakes with the occan and is plauning
u Z1-foor canal through Georgian bay
and the Ottawa river.  \We must make
as yood connections with the sen or
the  commercial supremacy of our
groat ports is liable to pass to a Cana-
dinncity,

Fifth--Because wo are spending vast
sums at Panama to connect two oceans
by u canal 35 feet deep and to make
the greatest artificial waterway on
carth, aod in order to reap its full
benefits our rivers must be =0 lmprov-

ed as to get our commoree to the sea
quickly at the lowest rates aond our
harbors 80 deepened that any ship

passing through that canal may enter
auny one of the important harbors on
our seaboard,

Sixth—Because waterways impro-
ments are s imperishable as the solid
rock and conerete out of which thoy
are constructed. They are permanent
investments, returning to the nation,
every year and for all time, a large
dividend upon their cost,

Tunnel Boring Record.

Tavr, Dec, 15,—The contractors on
the tunnel which is being put through
the Coeur d'Alene mountaing hiere by
the Chicago, Milwankee & St Paul
road established o new world's record
for one mouth, in November, haviog
bored T The leogth of the tun-

¢ feet.
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nel is 8,900 feet and the work will be
pleted early in Pebruary, less than

: Loo feet being left to be tuoneled.
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WASHINGTON LETTER
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It will be a little cooler for the Amer-
fcan soldiers In the Philippines If an
experiment the war department has
ordered to be thoroughly tested proves
to be a success. Orange colored un-
derwear and hat linings are to be
worn by 5,000 soldlers in the islands
during the next year and observations
made with a vlew of ascertaining if
the theorles evolved from experiments
in laboratories in Washington are ap-
plicable with corresponding results in
the fleld.

Color 8cheme In the Army.

Experiments carried on under the
direction of Surgeon General Rellly
and Inspector General Garlington re-
vealed the fact that plants under an
orange colored glass grew less rapidly
than those under any other shade and
less than half as fast as plants ex-
posed to the direct rays of the sun.
Other tests showed that black and
red absorbed the rays of the sun and
thus increased the warmth of persons
wenring clothing thus dyed. White,
blue and green disintegrated the rays,
while dispersing them most effective-
ly. Oddly enough, further experiments
thowed that orange, although contain-
ing some red, practieally prevented
the passage of the rays of heat,

With the reports favoring the use
of orange colored clothing Quarter-
master General Aleshire has ordered
5,000 suits of underwear and hat lin-
ings dyed In orange color and shipped
to the DPhllippines for distribution.
Only orange colored underwear will be
issued to soldlers for one year, during
which time eclose medieal olserva-
tion will be made of these men and a
comparison of their health made with
goldlers wearing white underwenr.

Huge Bronze Casting.

The largest plece of bronze ever enst
in a single piece In this country, if not
in the world, was successfully execut-
ed at Elmwood, near Providence.

It was the Immense horse for the
equestrian statue of General Ph!l Sher-
fdan recently unvelled In this city.

The flask In which the mold was
contained was about twelve feet in
length, six and one-half feet high and
eight fect In width and welghed be-
tween seventy and seventy-five tons
before the metal was poured into it
It was strapped and supported on the
outside by fron and held in position
by fmmense rods and screws. The
work of making the mold was com-
menced early fn August and was con-
tiuued day and night.

Sheridan on Horseback.
The statue Is of herole proportions
and depicts “Gallant Phil” Sheridan
on the back of his famous dark bay
Kentucky steed Rlenzi in the very
act of turning to his fleeing soldlers at
Cedar creek after his historic twenty
mile rlde from Winchester. With one
hand he is holding back his powerful
horse, while with the other, fn which
his hat s clutched, he is waving to his
wen and encouraging them to turn the
tide of retreat.
The figure of Sheridan is a portralt
lkeness, Iis clothing and accouter-
ments are modeled after garments
worn by him. IHe is shown wearing a
service uniform, with sword and spurs,
His hat s rolled up in the hand with
which be 1s beckoning to his men. The
face Is one of the strongest parts of
the whole figure, belng clean cut and
full of ¢nergy. The general’s body is
turned halfway around in the saddle.
In his left hand are the reins, while
the right s stretched out to his sol-
dlers,

A Famous Steed.

The horse Is also modeled as far as
possible after the horse which Sherldan
rode. Tbe aulmal, which wus some-
times known as Rlenzi and sometimes
as Winehester, was skinned aftor its
death, and the hide was prescuted to
the Governors island museun, where
t has stnee been preserved,  The size
and general contour of the horse were
gidned from this relie,
The statue is fourteen feet high and

stands on a plinth of granite, The
groundwork represents the rough eart’
of the field across which Sherldan
rode,

The Incoming White House Host.

When My, Taft takes possession of
the exceutive mausion and oflice there
will be one change which the employ-

eos will do well 1o mark,  Mr., Taft
eats no luncheon,  About half past 8
In the morning he takes o hearty

breakfast, and this lasts him unti] din-
ner thue, when he can do justice to as
gouod a meal as any one.  No matter
how active he has been, the luncheon
Is seratched from Mr, Taf pro-
gramme,  This means an additional
hour of work, and unless Mr, Taft
ghould establish luncheon as o means
of entertalning the more distingulshed
of his visitors, as does Mr. Roosevelt,
the hour of quiet which now marks
the White House day between 2 and
3 o'clock will be ellminated after
AMarch 2.
Tafts Fond of Entertaining.

Both Mr. and Mrs. Taft are fond of
entertaining, and with a daughter who
will be a White House debutante and
8 popular son at Yale the tireplaces
will glow a cordial welcome to many

U's

guests,  Those who are most inthmate
with the Tafts predict that Mrs Taft
will entertafn more than has Mrs
Roosevelt and Mr. Taft less than his
pradecessor o oflle M. Tafes hos
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IN THE ANANIAS CLUB.

President Consigns Two Newspaper
Men To Famous Aggregation.

WASHINGTON, Dec. 15.—President
Roosevelt this morning sent to the
senate a statement concerning the
purchase of the Panama canal prop-
erty by the United States, denouncing
in stroog language charges that there
was anything wrong in the acquisition
by the Uunited States of the canal
property.

‘*Theee stories,”” he continued,

‘‘were first brought to my attention as
published in a paper in Indianapolis
called The News, edited by Mr. Dela-
van Smith, The stories were scurril-
ous and libelous in character, and
false in every essential particular.
Mr. Smith shelers himself behind the
excuse that he merely accepted the
statements which had appeared in a
paper published in New York, The
World, owned by Mr. Joseph Palitzer.
It is idle to say that the known char-
acter of Mr, Pulitzer and his newspa-
per are such that the statements in
that paper will be believed by any-
body: unfortunately, thousands of
persons are ill-informed in this re-
speet and believe the statements they
sce printed even though they appcar
in a npewspaper published by Mr.
Pulitzer.”’
The scnate enjoyed hugely that por-
tion of the message referring to Pulit-
zer and other editors and greeted it
with roars of laughter. Vice Presi-
dent Fairbanks lessencd the merri-
ment by rappiog for order. After the
personal parts were passed the sena-
tors gave less attention and gathered
in groups and talked loudly.

el ——e.
Washington News Notes.

WASHINGTON, Dec. 15.—The secre-
tary of the treasury today recom-
mended that 500,000 be appropriated
for irrlgation projects on Indian res-
ervations for the coming fiscal year
instead of #200,000, the amount in-
cluded in the regular ecstimates, and
that the appropriation be made con-
tinuing, sothatif not expended at the
close of the fizcal year the balance
need not be turned back into the
treasury.

The house has passed a bill placing
an annual tax of 3100 on all dealers in
cigarettes and cigarette papers in the
District of Columbia, The meusure
was offered by Representative Manno
of Illinois a3 an amendment to a bill
imposing a tax of 812 a year on all
dealers handling manufactured to-
bacco products.

President Foosevelt {3 understood
to have promised Commander-in-Chief
Newton of the Spanish War Veterans,
who called on him, that he would
favor a law to equip the 550 camps
of the Spanish War Veterans with
Mauser ritles, now going out of use in
the regular army, which would give
the government & large reserve army
in case of war.

Senator Burrows, chairman of the
committee of primaries and elections,
today introduced a resolution provid-
ing that the two houses of congress
shall assemble in the chamber of the
house on Wednesday, Feb, 10, to can-
vuss the vote for president and vice
president,

e ;

For Larger Homesteads.

WASHINGTON, Dee. 15.—Eforts are
being  put lurl.h by Representative
Mondell of Wyoming to smooth the
way for the pussage at this session of
congress of his bill increasing the
quantity of land that may be taken up
for & homestead from 160 to 320 acres.
At present the bill is on the speak-
er's table, where it was left at the last
session, The Wyoming representative
is considering means to revive it. He
is in dally consultation with members,
hopiong to obtain unanimous consent
to allow the bill to be sent back to
conference. In case he fails in his
efforts he proposes to move the house
to send the bill back to conference.
An ceffort was made to prevail on
Iepresentative Howland, who, as a
member of the committee on public
lands lead the fight againt the bill, to
withdraw his opposition, but he has

manifested a dirpoﬂllon to slnnd firm,
———

Stockmen Will Meet.

DENVER, Dee. 15.—From the oftice
of Secrctary T. W, Tomlinson of the
American National association has
just been issued the call for the twelfth
annual convention of the association,
to be held in Los Angeles, Jaonuary
20 to 2%, 1909,

Among the questions to be discusscd
are federal control of the grazing on
unappropriated public lands in the

semi-arid states and territories: the
administration of forest reserves by
the federal government: further con-
siderationof service given by railroads
to shipments of stock, especially the
furnishing of cars and the speed
minimum: correction of uunrvasonable
railroad rates and the tarin
o
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JOS. SULLIVAN,
Saddle and Harness Manntacturer

MITCHELL MOUNTAIN WAGOXS

Road Wagons and Buggies.

EVERYTHING IN SADDLERY AND HARNESS.

Goods made to order on short motice.

upplies and Driving Cloves

JOS. SULLIVAN

FROXT 87., FORT BENTON.

BENTON,

THE NEW CHOTEAU HOUSE,

MODERN AND UP-TO=-DATE.
JERE SULLIVAN, Proprietor.
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FIRE
INSURANCE.

All Leading Companies
Represented.

F. A. FLANAGAN, Fort Benton.

CASH! CASH!!

SILVER! SILVER!

Is what we want, and to
get it we will sell

DOLLS at Half-price

(4194)
STOCKMEN'’S

NATIONAL BANK.

Capital Paid Up - -
Surplus . - »

$200,000
$200,000

DAVID G. BROWNE, Pres.
J. V. CARROLL, Vice-Prest.
LOUIS D. SHARP, Cashier.

F. A, FLANAGAN, Asst, Cashier.,

BOARD OF DIRECTORS—Chas. E.
Duer, Chas, Lepley, Jos. Hirshberg,
A. S. Lohman, C. H. Merrill, Jno.
V. Carroll, M, E. Milper, David G.
Browae, John Harris

' TRANSACTS A GENERAL
BANKING BUSINESS

TOYS, 75c on the §
FANCY GOODS

At 8oc on the $
Fresh Candies

In fancy Christmas
Boxes, at low prices

Christmas Tree Candles
all sizes, 10c Box

CALL AND SEE THEM
AT CRANE'S

If you want to
Buy or Sell . .

Houses, Lots, or Lands,

LIST THEM

A1
VIT

Sure's Real Estate Adency,

Franklin St Fort Benton, Mom

Local Securities a Specialty.
| Interest Allowed on Time Deposits

|(Zonraul Banking

COMPANY,
GREAT FALLS MONT

(Unincorporated.)

PAID UP CAPITAL.......cec0veee.§ 100,000
INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITY..2 000,000

W. G, CONRAD, Pres.
JAMES T. STANFORD,
Vice-Pres. and Manager.
A. E. SCHWINGEL,
Cashicr
OMAR J. MALCOLM,
Asst, Cashier.
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