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HIGHER FREIGHT RATES. 

The plan of the transcontinental 
railroads to.advance freight rates the 
first of the year is going to meet with 
a great deal of opposition. The rail 
roads as a reason for the advance say 
it is necessary in order that dividends 
may be paid and the present rate of 
wages maintained. If they can con 
vince the people of the truth of these 
assertions there will be no very strong 
opposition. But Thomas C. Shotwell, 
writing in the New York American, 
endeavors to show, and to some ex­
tent successfully, that in raising rates 
the railroads are pursuing a short* 
sighted policy. Mr. Shotwell con 
tends that a raise of rates by the Am 
erieau roads will inure to the benefit 
of the Canadian roads, and that in the 
end the lines on this side of the boun­
dary will be the losers. He says the 
only way for the American roads to 
hold the rich trade of the northwest is 
to reduce their dividends and if they 
do not lower, at least not to raise 
rates. 

The New York writer points out in 
a startling way just what this Cana­
dian competition will amount to in a 
few years, and what it means today. 
Any railroad in Canada has a shorter 
haul from the Pacific to the Atlantic 
than any American competitor. An­
other advantage of the Canadian 
roads is that they are not overbur­
dened witli millions of stocks and 
bonds for which no value came to the 
property. 

The Canadian government has 
backed a transcontinental line that 
will cost J.Î40,000,000, or more than 
the Panama canal. Many persons 
consider the project \ wild one and 
predict failure, but iien finished, as 
it will be in abou. seven years, the 
Great Trunk Pacific will^have a road­
bed equal to the Pennsylvania from 
ocean to ocean and a haul hundreds 
of miles shorter, liven now the Ca­
nadian has a line from Boston to the 
Pacific coast 150 miles shorter than 
the shortest American route, and, 
counting the lower grades that pre­
vail, it should be considered in effec­
tive mileage at least (100 miles shorter. 

With all this advantage of distance, 
grades and capitalization, the Cana­
dian railroads arc perfectly satisfied 
with present freight rates. An ad­
vance will drive many millions of 
dollars' worth of commerce from New 
York City to Montreal. It will drive 
tens of thousands of prosperous far­
mers from the United States into tlio 
•Canadian northwest. It will injure 
the northwestern part of the United 
States and will transfer the entire 
Alaskan business from Seattle to 
Chicago. 

FOR BETTER ROADS. 

A good deal is being printed of late 
in the state papers about good county 
roads, and, if we are not mistaken, a 
move is being made to organize a 
county road commission, or something 
of the sort, its object being to promote 
the improvement of roads in the state 
of Montana. 

This is a move in the right direc­
tion. Good dirt roads are as indis­
pensable as railroads. Not infre­
quently a couuty or u community will 
go in debt clear up to its collar to 
help build a railroad which it lias no 
more use for than a hog has for the 
ten commandments, then give its dirt 
roads practically 110 attention what­
ever. The method of "improving" 
couuty roads now in vogue in most of 
the western states is about as follows: 
The overseer, or road commissioner, 
summons all ablebodied eitizeus, be­
tween certain ages, to report to him 
for service for a specified length of 
time on the public highways or pay 
into the coffers of the county a certain 
sum in lieu ot their more or less val­
uable services. Those who have noth­
ing to do aud no political pull report 
to the overseer, who usually knows 
less about the science of road building 
than the average political agitator 
does about political economy. 

They go out and paw around in the 
dirt for two or three days, talk poli­
ties. crack a few jokes, take a receipt 
for duty performed, and go home. 
The result is that the last state of that 
highway is vfrorse than the first. The 
raius come, the Hoods descend aud 
beat upon that road so fearfully aud 
wonderfully made, and in two day 
the devil couldn't get over it with an 
empty express wagon drawn by a team 
of hippogrilTs. 

During times of the year when the 
products of the farm are rooting 
around iu the subsoil of the paleozoic 
period the weather is a poetic dream 
and that road a boulevard that would 
make glad the heart of an automobile 
crank. By the time the til ler of the 
soil is about to be rewarded for sev­
eral months of hard labor, that road 
is a dusty streak four feet d.vp, or 
Jupiter Pluvius pulls a plug and an 
empty wagon goes in up to tin hubr­
and remains there to be dug out the 
next summer- The gentle ti l ler of the 
soil wears the rear elevative of hi?-
butternut jeans to a fraz/.le sitting on 

the fence to masticate plug tobacco 
and damns the railroads for robbing 
him of the fruits of bis wife's labor by 
exorbitant freight rates, yet eleven 
times out of seven it costs him more 
to get a load of hay over the four 
miles of dirt road, that has been 
churned to a jelly, than the railroads 
ask for transportation to the nearest 
market. 

We want to put men in charge of the 
work who do not imagine that piling 
a few tons of subsoil in the middle of 
a highway and scooping out a polly-
wog pond on one side and inaugurat­
ing a mosquito factory on the other, 
is giving the old Roman turnpike 
constructors a terrific stroke of 
paralysie. We want to get impressed 
upon the man with a hoe that he who 
spends a whole day engineering six 
sacks of grain through a series of mud 
holes to trade them for a side of Kan­
sas bacon and a jug of register Z 
whiskey, when a little labor and ex­
pense might give him an Indiana turn­
pike without toll gates, wears wings on 
his head a yard long. 

Good roads associations are being 
organized throughout the western 
states and Montana, as far as we are 
able to learn, is one of the last to fall 
in line. The News trusts that the pro­
moters in the Held will prove a power 
for good and accomplish a reform 
that will be of everlasting benefit to 
the Treasure state.—Carbon County 
News. 

BOOSTING FOR WATERWAYS. 

According to dispatches from Wash­
ington the advocates of a eomprehen-
siveplan of inland waterways improve­
ment are boosting for the proposition 
in every way possible. Closely 
following an important meeting of the 
rivers and harbors congress comes 
news that a bill providing for a bond 
issue for financing proposed water­
ways improvements has been intro­
duced in congress, and as both the 
political parties are pleged by their 
platforms to a general programme of 
that kind, the measure will probably 
receive favorable consideration. 

The reasons advanced by the rivers 
and harbors congress for its advocacy 
of a general scheme for improving all 
the waterways, even at the expense of 
many hundreds of millions, have been 
stated in a concise form by the presi­
dent of the congress, Representative 
Joseph Ii, Itandell of Louisiana. 
They are: 

First—Because water transporta­
tion is much cheaper than by rail, 
and in many cases much quicker for 
the heavy,Jow-class commodities. On 
well-improved lakes and rivers the 
cost of transportation is about one-
sixth of the average cost by rail. 

Second—Becauso the railroads 
under normal conditions are gested 
and unable to handle the commerce 
of tho country. Experts assert that 
during the past 10 years production 
has increased 120 per cent, and 
railrord facilities forhandiing that 
production show an increase of 
only 22 per cent. Improve waterways 
would relieve this congestion with 

resultant cheapening of railroad rates. 
Third—Because our commercial 

competitors, Germany and France, 
have so thoroughly developed and im­
proved their waterways and cheapened 
freight charges that we will be unable 
to compete with them in the world's 
market unless wo do likewise. 

Fourth—Because Canada now has a 
14-foot canal connecting the great 
lakes with the ocean and is planning 
a 21-foot canal through Georgian bay 
and the Ottawa river. We must make 
as good connections with the sea or 
the commercial supremacy of our 
great ports is liable to pass to a Cana-
diancity. 

Fifth--Because wo are spending vast 
sums at Panama to connect two oceans 
by a canal •!•"> feet deep aud to make 
the greatest artificial waterway on 
earth, and in order to reap its full 
benefits our rivers must be so improv­
ed as to get our commerce to the sea 
quickly at the lowest rates aud our 
harbors so deepened that any ship 
passing through that canal may enter 
any one of the important harbors on 
our seaboard. 

Sixth—Because waterways impro-
meuts are as imperishable as the solid 
rock and concrete out of which they 
are constructed. They are permanent 
investments, returning to the natiou, 
every year and for all time, a large 
dividend upon their cost. 

Tunnel Boring Record. 

TAKT, Dec. 15.—The contractors on 
the tunnel which is being put through 
the Coeur d'Alene mountains here by 
the Chicago, Milwaukee à St. Paul 
road established a new world's record 
for one mouth, in November, having 
bored 7lil ;  feet. The length of the tuu-
ni'l is 8,750 feet and the work will be 
completed early in February, less than 
l.CHK) feet being left to be tunneled. 

Bo/.r .MAN, Dec. Atkinson, 
professor of agronomy at the college 
here, returned this morning from the 
northern part of the state where he 
ha? been lecturing at farmers'  insti­
tutes.  l ie reports an unusual interest 

!  among the farmers in this work aud a 
I great advancement iu regard to their 
I id.  is regarding the results uf more 
i  -cieutitic farming. 

WASHINGTON LETTER 
* [Special Correspondence.] 

It will be a little cooler for the Amer­
ican soldiers in the Philippines if an 
experiment the war department bas 
ordered to be thoroughly tested proves 
to be a. success. Orange colored un­
derwear and hat linings are to be 
worn by 5,000 soldiers in the islands 
during the next year and observations 
made with a view of ascertaining if 
the theories evolved from experiments 
in laboratories in Washington are ap­
plicable with corresponding results in 
the field. 

Color Scheme In the Army. 
Experiments carried on under the 

direction of Surgeon General Reilly 
and Inspector General Garlington re­
vealed the fact that plants under an 
orange colored glass grew less rapidly 
than those under any other shade and 
less than half as fast as plants ex­
posed to the direct rays of the sun. 
Other tests showed that black and 
red absorbed the rays of the sun and 
thus Increased the warmth of persons 
wearing clothing thus dyed. White, 
blue and green disintegrated the rays, 
while dispersing them most effective­
ly. Oddly enough, further experiments 
ihowed that orange, although contain­
ing some red, practically prevented 
the passage of the rays of heat. 

With the reports favoring the use 
of orange eolored clothing Quarter­
master General Aleslilre has ordered 
5,000 suits of underwear and liât lin­
ings dyed in orange color and shipped 
to the Philippines for distribution. 
Only orange colored underwear will be 
Issued to soldiers for one year, during 
which time close medical observa­
tion will be made of these men and a 
comparison of their health made with 
soldiers wearing white underwear. 

Huge Bronze Casting. 
The largest piece of bronze ever cast 

in a single piece in this country, if not 
in the world, was successfully execut­
ed at Elrawood, near Providence. 

It was the immense horse fur the 
equestrian statue of General Phil Sher­
idan recently unveiled in this city. 

The flask in which the mold was 
contained was about twelve feet in 
length, six and one-half feet high and 
eight feet in width and weighed be­
tween seventy and seventy-five tons 
before the metal was poured into it. 
It was strapped and supported on the 
outside by iron and held in position 
by immense rods and screws. The 
work of making the mold was com­
menced early In August and was con-
tluued day and night. 

Sheridan on Horseback. 
The statue is of heroic proportions 

and depicts "Gallant Phil" Sheridan 
on the back of his famous dark bay 
Kentucky steed Klenzl in the very 
act of turning to his fleeing soldiers at 
Cedar creek after his historic twenty 
mile ride from Winchester. With one 
hand he is holding back his powerful 
horse, while with the other, in which 
his hat is clutched, he is waving to his 
men and encouraging them to turn the 
tide of retreat. 

The figure of Sheridan is a portrait 
likeness. Ills clothing and aceouter-
ments are modeled after garments 
worn by him. He is shown wearing n 
service uniform, with sword and spurs. 
Ills hat is rolled up in the hand with 
which he is beckoning to his men. Tlie 
face is one of the strongest parts of 
the whole figure, being clean cut and 
full of energy. The general's body is 
turned halfway around In the saddle. 
In his left hand are tho reins, while 
tho right is stretched out to his sol­
diers. 

A Famous Steed. 
The horse is also modeled as far as 

possible after the horse which Sheridan 
rode. The animal, which was some­
times known as Itleuzi and sometimes 
as Winchester, was skinned after its 
dentil, and the hide was presented to 
the Governors island museum, where 
it has since been preserved. The size 
and general contour of the horse were 
gained from this relic. 

The statue is fourteen feet high and 
stands on a plinth of granite. The 
groundwork represents the rough eart' 
of the field across which Sheridan 
rode. 

The Incoming White House Host.  
When Mr. Taft takes possession of 

the executive mansion aud otlice there 
will be one change which the employ­
ees will do well to mrtrk. Mr. Taft 
eats no luncheon. About half past S 
in the morning he takes a hearty 
breakfast, and this lasts him until dlii-
uer time, when he can do justice to as 
good a meal as any one. No matter 
how active he has been, the luncheon 
is scratched from Mr. Taft's pro­
gramme. This means an additional 
hour of work, and unless Mr. Taft 
should establish luncheon as a means 
of entertaining the more distinguished 
of his visitors, as does Mr. Uoosevelt, 
the hour of quiet which now marks 
the White House day between 2 and 
3 o'clock will be eliminated after 
March 3. 

Tafts Fond of Entertai ning. 
Both Mr. and Mrs. Taft are fond of 

entertaining, and with a daughter who 
will be a White House debutante and 
a popular son at Yale the fireplaces 
will glow a cordial welcome to many 
guests. Those who are most intimate 
with the Tafts predict that Mrs. Taft 
will entertain more than has Mrs. 
Roosevelt and Mr. Taft less than his 
predecessor in office. Mr. Taft's hos­
pitality is considered likely to be ex 
tended more largely to his intimates 
than to new acquaintances, ami aside 
from the official dinners -.nul such 
falls as « curtesy and custom demand 
of him his hospitality will ! ,< -aore of 
the "come ov.r and have di M.T 'with 

j us" kltul whi h is extend. ' .!  .-  :  r:r . .U'y 
ninonu old friends. Mrs. ^ 

j graceful hostess,  aud should • '  whp.-
I House not be a lively place ;  the 
adn.lnistii i t i .  "  'er luv'  • W-w'i 

IN THE ANANIAS CLUB. 
President Consigns Two Newspaper 

Men To Famous Aggregation. 

WASHINGTON, Dec. 15.—President 
Roosevelt this morning sent to the 
senate a statement concerning the 
purchase of the Panama canal prop­
erty by the United States, denouncing 
in strong language charges that there 
was anything wrong in the acquisition 
by the Uunited States of the canal 
property. 

"These stories," he continued, 
"were first brought to my attention as 
published in a paper in Indianapolis 
called The News, edited by Mr. Dela-
van Smith. The stories were scurril­
ous and libelous in character, and 
false in every essential particular. 
Mr. Smith shelers himself behind the 
excuse that he merely accepted the 
statements which had appeared in a 
paper published in New York, The 
World, owned by Mr. Joseph Pulitzer. 
It is idle to say that the known char­
acter of Mr. Pulitzer and his newspa­
per are such that the statements in 
that paper will be believed by any­
body: unfortunately, thousands of 
persons are ill-informed in this re­
spect and believe the statements they 
see printed even though they appear 
in a newspaper published by Mr. 
Pulitzer." 

The senate enjoyed hugely that por­
tion of the message referring to Pulit­
zer and other editors and greeted it 
with roars of laughter. Vice Presi­
dent Fairbanks lessened the merri­
ment by rapping for order. After the 
personal parts were passed the sena­
tors gave less attention and gathered 
in groups and talked loudly. 

Washington News Notes. 

WASHINGTON, Dec. 15.—The secre­
tary of the treasury today recom­
mended that $500,000 be appropriated 
for irrigation projects on Indian res­
ervations for the coming fiscal year 
instead of $200,000, the amount in­
cluded in the regular estimates, and 
that the appropriation be made con­
tinuing, so that if not expended at the 
close of the fiscal year the balance 
need not be turned back into the 
treasury. 

The house has passed a bill placing 
an annual tax of $100 on all dealers in 
cigarettes and cigarette papers in the 
District of Columbia. The meusure 
was offered by Representative Mann 
of Illinois as an amendment to a bill 
imposing a tax of $12 a year on all 
dealers handling manufactured to­
bacco products. 

President Roosevelt is understood 
to have promised Commander-in-Chief 
Newton of the Spanish War Vreterans, 
who called on him, that he would 
favor a law to equip the 550 camps 
of the Spanish War Veterans with 
Mauser rifles, now going out of use in 
the regular army, which would give 
the government a large reserve army 
in case of war. 

Senator Burrows, chairman of the 
committee of primaries and elections, 
today introduced a resolution provid­
ing that the two houses of congress 
shall assemble in the chamber of the 
house on Wednesday, Feb. 10, to can­
vass the vote for president and vice 
president. 

For Larger Homesteads. 

WASHINGTON, Dec. 15.—Efforts are 
being put forth by Representative 
Mondell of Wyoming to smooth the 
way for the passage at this session of 
congress of his bill increasing the 
quantity of land that may be taken up 
for a homestead from 100 to 320 acres. 

At present the bill is on the speak-
's table, where it was left at the last 

session. The Wyoming representative 
is considering means to revive it. He 
is in daily consultation with members, 
hoping to obtain unanimous consent 
to allow the bill to be sent back to 
conference. In case he fails in his 
efforts he proposes to move the house 
to send the bill back to conference. 

An effort was made to prevail on 
Representative Rowland, who, as a 
member of the committee on public 
lands lead the tight againt the bill, to 
withdraw his opposition, but he has 
manifested a disposition to stand firm. 

Stockmen Will Meet. 

lm ii will hi-

DENVER, Dec. 15.—From the office 
of Secretary T. W. Tomlinson of the 
American National association has 
just been issued the call for the twelfth 
annual convention of the association, 
to be held in Los Angeles, January 
2ti to 2S, 1000. 

Among the questions to be discusstd 
are federal control of the grazing on 
unappropriated public lauds in the 
semi-arid states and territories: the 
administration of forest reserves by 
the federal government: further con­
sideration of service given by railroads 
to shipments of stock, especially the 
furnishing of cars and the speed 
minimum: correction of unreasonable 
railroad rates aud the tariff 

GU.XDIVI:,  IXc. 15.—In the dark­
ness of the early morning a tnau, at 
present unknown, met death ou train 
No. 1 in a horrible tuauuir.  His 
body was cut squarely in two . lust  
above the hips. The upper part of 

!  the corpse clung to the ' .rucks of the 
i CNprès? car.  

JOS. STTLLIVA1T, 
SaddleiäHarness Manufacturer 
MITCHELL MOUNTAIN WAG0KS 

Road Wagons and Buggies. 

EVERYTHING IN SADDLERY AND HARNESS. 
Goods made to order on short notice. 

Superior Line of Cowboy Supplies and Driving Cloves 

J8S. 3 J LU VAN FROKT ST., FORT BENTON. 

f, 
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THE NEW CH0TEAU HOUSE, 
MODERN AND UP-TO-DATE. 

JEKE SULLIVAN, Proprietor. 

FORT BENTON, MONI. 

E S T A B L I S H E D  I  0 6 7  

ship YOUR hides, FURS, WOOL. 1 c. 
DI RECT TO US AND SAVE SMALL DEALERS' PROF ITS. 

D.BERGMAN &c CO., ST. PAUL,MINN. 
TOP MARKET PRICES, IMMEDIATE CASH RETURN 
WRITE FOR PRICE LIST AND SH IPPING TA G S .  

WE 
BUY 

for spot cash. 10 to 50' 

nW 

FURSHIDES 
— spot cash. 10 to 50% more money tor you to shin Raw Fare and Hides to nathan to 
sell at homo. Write for Price List* Market lie port, Whipping Tags, and about our 

4r<0 paues. leather bound. Best thine on the subject 
attoiit Trappers' Serrots, Decoys, Trips, Oiiuie Laws. 
ressful tranpor. It s a ro»nl.ir Knevclopodia. Price. S 
beautiful Holms. Our Magnetic Hait sud Decoy attrac . . . 
liides au<l Furs to us ai. l uct highesturicua. Audi-rach ISro.H.. lient* ? 1 

$10,000 book 
written. Illustrating all Fur Animals All 
? and where to trap, and to become a sur-
'o our customers. $1.25. Hides tanned int . 

FIRE 
INSURANCE 

All Leading Companies 
Represented. 

F. A. FLANAGAN, Fort Benton. 

GASH! CASH!! 
SILVER! SILVER! 

Is what we want, and to 
get it we will sell 

DOLLS at Half-price 
TOYS, 75c on the $ 
FANCY GOODS 

At 8oc on the $ 

Fresh Candies 
In fancy Christmas 
Boxes, at low prices 

Christmas Tree Candles 
all sizes, ioc Box 

CALL AND SEE THEM 

AT CRANE'S 

(4194): 

STOCKMEN'S 

NATIONAL BANK. 
OF FORT BENTON, nONTANA. 

Capital Paid Up 
Surplus 

$200,000 
$200,000 

DAVID G. BROWNE, Pres. 

J. V. CARROLL, Vice-Prest. 

LOUIS D. SHARP, Cashier. 

F. A. FLANAGAN, Asst. Cashier. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS—Cba3. E. 
Duer, Chas. Lepley, Jos. Hirshberg. 
A. S. Lohtnan, C. H. Merrill, Jno. 
V. Carroll, M. E. Millier, David G. 
Browae, John Harris 

TRANSACTS A GENERAL 
BANKING BUSINESS 

Local Securities a Specialty. 

Interest Allowed on Time Deposits 

Conrad Banking 
COMPANY, 

GREAT FALLS MONT 
(Unincorporated.) 

PAID ÜP CAPITAL $ 100,000 

INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBILITY..2 000,000 

If you want to 
Buy or Sell . . 

Houses, Lots, or Lands, 

LIST THEM 
WITH 

Sap's Real Estate Agency, 
Franklin St.. Fort Benton. Mom. 

Op; I 'Mte tho lV:rt  

VY. G. CONRAD, Pres. 
JAMES T. STANFORD, 

Vice-Pres. and Manager. 
A. E. SCHWINGEL, 

Cashier 
OMAR J. MALCOLM, 

Asst. Cashier. 

This bank solicits accounts, and 
offers to depositors absolute security, 
prompt and careful atter* "i ,  and tL 
most l iberal treatrrcp* con.- 'stent with 
safe and profitable frankine. Bujd 
a ad sells f • - iya ex«-ha>.- • .  I .-JHC-
direct,  on :n-r- a! As . • ac ar 
Eu rope a L cit ;  •.» ,  isv„. o • 
I.en - ' f < 

Im. • : :• or, dei o • -, T 

Water :• 
>rn> nub!;-


