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THE DUTY ON HIDES.

With democratic members of con-
grees making strenuoue efforts to se-
cure the adoption of tariff rates that
will give incidental protection to the
products of their constituencles, it 18
somewhat disappointiog to find Mon-
tana democratic newspapers denounc-
iog s proposed duty on hides, which
would bepefit an important Industry
of their own state. They sappear to
be blindly following the lead of east~
ern newspaper organs of the tanners
and manufacturers of leather goods,
who desire free raw material but de-
mand import duties upan foreign
goods that compete with their own
products.

‘The general line of argument adopt-
ed by these Montana free trade advo-
cates appears in this quotation from
s recent article in the Great Falls
Tribune:

Montana is one of the cattle produc-
ing states, and even were it a fact
that a tax on hides which materially
increases the cost of ahoes to the
whole population of the United States
would add a few cente to the profite
of the oattle raised, we would be op:
posed to such a tax in violation of
the principle of the greatest good to
the greatest number. The cattle rafs-
ers could far better get along with a
cllghu&.lower price for their cattle
than poor people of the country
can afford to pay an artificlally in-
creased price for their shoes to in-
crease profits to the cattle men. But
ae a matter of fact the cattle ralser
gets no beneflt at all from this tax on
bides. The beef trust is the sole ben-
eficiary of the increased priceof hides.
It owne and controle the leather trust.
It is afact well koown to the cattle
man of northern Montana that when
he sold his cattle on the Chicago mar-
ket at the lowest price known In recent

ears, the price of hides was being
sted to new record prices, and the
leather trust was increasing the price
tomanufacturersof shoes almost daily.

In making the statement that the
price of hides was boosted to a new
record price at the time when north-
ern Montana cattle were selling at the
lowest figure in recent years, the Tri-
bupe destroys the force of its own
argument. The lowest price received
by northern Montana cattle men in
recent years was during the period of
1804 to 1897, the monthly average
price for western range steers during
that time being #3.50 to #3.75. If the
price of hides was materially increased
during those years, the higher cost
was not due to the tariff as they were
©on the free list of the Wilson bill.

Some importaat Sinformation upon
the hide business—with which the gen-
eral public le not familiar—was given
by members of congress who discussed
she proposed duty upon that product.
Hides were placed upon the free list
by the housd of representatives, but
in the senate it was proposed to re-
tain the present duty of 15 per cent,
ad valorem. It i{s against the reten-
tion of the present duty that the agi-
tation organized by the tapners and
leather goods fmanufacturers is di-
rected.

It appears from reliable data gath-
ered by public authorities that about
20,000,000 cattle and calves are slaugh-
tered annuallyfinjithe} United States,
about one-fourthjof that number being
credited to the packiogrfirme that con-
stitute the *‘beef trust.”” The control
of one-fourth of thejproduct evidently
does not give the‘jalleged combine a
monopoly of thejhidelmarket.

In recent years the average price of
American green hidesjjhas Huctuated
between 8¢ and 14 cents per pound,
and at the presentj time raoges from
10 to 13 cents according to quality.
The foreign hide market has also had
its ups and downs,land frequently has
averaged higher than the American
market.

The ayerage valuejof imported hides
during 1907 was 151 cents per pound,
the duty of 15 per cent ad valorem
averaging about 2{ cents per pound,
As It takes from 14 to 2 pounds of dry
hides to furnish the sole leather of an
average pair of shoes, the tariff upon
bides figures in the cost of these shoes
to the extentjof |44 cents or less per
palr.

That being the conclusion indicated
by data relating to the subject, is the
Great Falls Tribune prepared to dem-
onstrate that the removal of the duty
upon hides|willjcheapen shoes to the
extent of 41 cents perfpair? Two and
one-fourth cents per shoe may possi-
bly be an economy in the cost of living
desired by some [people, but the an-

ticipated saving on raw material
would bably be appropriated as
Mdl\lonp:lowollby the taopers and
manufacturers.

Fine Book and Job Prin
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ANTIQUITY OF IRRIGATION.

In making official announcement of
the seventeenth session of the Irriga-
tion Coogress in Spokane on August
9, & press bulletin calls attention to
the fact that farming by artificial ap-
plication of water to the land was
practiced by the Arablans, Egyptians,
Aseyrians and Chinese long before
the advent of Solomon, and It hae
since formed s part of the agriculture
of the countries bordering on the
Mediterranean sea. The ancient art
had ite origin in America In prehis-
toric times, by the Pueblo Indians,
who inhabited portions of what is now
New Mexico and Arizona, and their
descendants were still cultivatiog the
lands when the Spanish coloniste
came from the south, several centuries
ago.

History recalls that the valley of
Mareb in Arabia, was supplied with
water drawn from a reservoir made
by a dam 120 feet in height and two
miles in length. The wall was con-
structed of hewn stones and it re-
strained the swift current of an im-
portant stream for more than 2,000
years. Mention ie also made of the
canal of thejPharaohs, connecting the
Red sea withjPelusium. Flood waters
of the riverjwere used to irrigate the
valley of the] Nile centuries before,
and the plaine ofjBabylon were liter-
ally criss-croseed [with canals, some
of them hundreds of miles in length.
The Romans|aleo operated vast sys-
tems, while the Chinese supplied
mofisture to their rice lande by artifi-
cial meansjbeforejthe Christian era.
Mormone settling on the shores of
the Great Salt lake injUtah, were the
first of thejEnglish-speaking people to
make & systematic application of the
principles of: irrigation in the west.
They turped the water of the Wasatch
mountain streams upon their holdings,
the presentjsite of Salt Lake City,
mastering [thejart after years of effort.
Priests of thejcity miseions also made
use of water on the lande in southern
Californis,jwhere todaytmay be seen
the ruins of] pretentious works bully
by the Indians. Placer gold miners
in Californiajutilized the water from
their ditcheejfor irrigation purposes.
The results obtaiped in Utah and
California induced| settlers in other
states andfterritories to try the plan
and small tracts of land were put un-
der the ditches in Idaho, Washington
and Oregon.0 The Indians in the
Clearwater country in Idaho, were the
first in this§part of the country to use
artificially supplied molsture in the
cultivationllof crops. Rev, Henry H.
Spauldiog, who camejifrom the north-
west withjDr. Marcus) Whitman, men-
tioned this fact in his early letters to
relatives infNew Eogland.

A census today would show fully
250,000 farms in the Unlted States
under ditches, watering more than
15,000,000 {acres| of lands. Colorado
leads io the number of acres irrigated.
California has the largest number of
irrigators, while Washington has the
greatestipercentage in the number of
irrigators.JThe science is also prac-
ticed in Canada,l Eogland, France,
Italy, Japan, Argentine, South Am-
erica, Algeria,  Australia, Switzer-
land, Belgium, jDeomark, Bobemia,
India, Spaln and{Scotland. It is es-
timated that more than 75,000,000
acres are under irrigation throughout
the world.

Something From Nothing.

Duriog Governor Rollins’ adminis-
tration a representative of the leglsla-
ture of New) Hampsehire from one of
the rural dietricte in the anorthern
section of the state was presented to
the governor for the firet time, Being
somewhat unfamiliar with statehouse
etiquette, he addressed his excellency
a8 ‘‘most high.”

The governor informed the gentle-
man from the rural district that there
is but onme "MostiHigh.” “He who
had made everything from nothing."”

“*Well, governor,’’ replied the coun-
try legislator, *‘I'll give you credit
for making a justice of the peace out
of a man in my town that is about as
pear to nothing as ever walked on
two legs.''—Kansas Clty Star.

Saloon Men Fear Robbers.

Burre, July 7.—A relgn of terror
resulted in Centerville, a Butte sub-
urb, tonight, when a masked bandit
trio proceeded from one saloon to aan-
other acd in the course of less than
an hour and a (half had held up three
resorts and emptied their tills,

The firet saloon to be robbed wae
that of Jim Lowney on the Anaconda
road, where the robbers entered with
s flourish of guns and fired several
shots at the celling. The men then
went to the Rallroad saloon, where
several men were lined up against the
wall while the till was tapped. Mec-
Carthy's saloon oo North Main street
was the third, the bandites at this place
beginning to shoot again. Six men
were held up here.

The total sum secured from the tille
of the three saloons was approxi-
mately 827. Iomates of the saloons
are minus some of their watches
other valuables. Tonight every sa-
loonman in Centerville is carrying a
six-shooter in his outeide pockes.
Every stranger is carefully scanned

for any suspicioue move.

and |-

Suit For Half Million.

HEeLENA, July 7.—Wm, Fiwzhugh
today filed & suit in the federal court
against J. D, Losekamp of Billiogs,
seeking to recover #277,150 because of
the repudiation of an oil contract. In
addition he asks 8250,000 punitive
damages. i

The complaint aeserts that Lose-
kamp, representing himself to be the
president of the Montana & Wyoming
Oll company, entered into a cootract
whereby Fitzhugh was to raise funds
for the constructionof arefinery, which
was done only to have the contract
repudiated by the concern.

BILLINGS, July 7.—In an interview
this eveniog John D. Losekamp, the
merchant of this city named as de-
fendant in the acsion, states that the
suit was brought by & man who had
put no money into the corporation.
He was a promoter, pure and simple,
who had endeavored to gain the field
for hie operations. Falling through
s denial of the board of directors, he
seeks to make Mr. Losekamp bear the
burden of his disappointment.

Entries Contested By Government.

GLasGow, July 9. — The long-
drawn-out series of land contests that
has been pending before the local land
office here, involving desert lands in
the vicinity of Bowdoin lake in thie
county, has at last been concluded.
The taking of testimony in these cases
has been going on for something like
two months, and it is estimated that
Miss Morrison, the stenograpber, will
have about 4,000 pages of typewritten
testimony to write up.

Messrs. Brady aod Bateman of
Great Falle, are the people princi-
pally interested in these entries, and
they have attended the hearioge a
good share of the time. Hurd & Lewis
of this place have been the attoroeys
of record, and Special Agent Skinner
has conducted the taking of evidence
on the part of the government, as-
sisted by Special Agent Good.

Lower Rates On Coal.

HELENA, July 10.—The state board
of rallrosd commissioners today fs-
sued an order making material reduc-
tions in freight rates on coal ship-
ments from eastern and central Mon-
tana producing centers to all points
on the NorthernjPacific lines. These
reductions vary from 10 cents a ton at
Helena and Butte, where they were
lower because of Wyoming com peti-
tion, to 70 cents and 75 cents to Glen-
dive and other points, both in eastern
and western Montana. So far-reach-
ing and sweeping ie the order that it
is regarded as the most important ac-
tion of the body from the time of its
inception, iocluding as it does the
chief commercial coal producing cen-
ters of the state.

Galen Warns Race Track Men.

BuTTE, July 10.—Attorney General
Galen, who Is in Butte today, placed
s damper upon the proposed second
race meeting for Silver Bow county.
He said at the race track this after-
noon that such a meeting is clearly
impossible and that the law is suffi-
clently plaiu, and that if a serious
attempt ie made to evade the statute
he will see that every guilty man is
prosecuted.

The opinion of Attorpey General
Galen follows an application made to
the commissioners of thia county by
Abe Cohen and Harry Rore for a li-
cense to construct another racing
course and another association and in
this manner evade the statute which
prohibits more than 30 days racing in
any one enclosure in counties of the
first claes.

Big D d For Mont Land.

MiLES CITY, July 10.—Four hundred
and eighty-seven filings were recorded
at the land office here during June.
More than 400 of these were for home-
stead entries.

Assuming that these entries were
for 160 acres each—some being really
for more—71,620 acres were filed on
duriog the mooth. About 400 entries
were made the month before, or about
64,000 acres. At this rate the 6,000,-
000 acres of public land open in the
Miles City land district about the be-
ginoing of the year will not be long in
going.

Weston's Long Walk.

SACRAMENTO, July 11.—With 108
miles of his 3,975-mile walk from New
York to San Francisco still before
him, Edward Peyson Weston, the 70-
year-old transcontinental pedestrian,
rested today at Roseville, 18 milles
north of this city. That he is begin-
ning to feel the strain is evident from
the fact that he did not push on to
within 10 miles of Sacramento last
night, as bhe had plaoned. He declared
that he is feeling fine, but admitted
when found resting in the shade of a
tree yoesterday afternoon that he was
somewhat ‘‘tuckered out.”

Terms of District Court, 1909.

CHOUTEAU COUNTY,
Tuesday, August 24,
Tuesday, November 23.

VALLEY COUNTY.
Tuesday, September 21.
Tuesday, November 16,

TETON COUNTY
Monday, August 2,

Monday, November 1.
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NUFOR~

is the perfection of a corset
attainment, and affords wo-
man a comfortable, healthy
means of moulding the figure
to please the demands of
Dame Fashion.

With a

“W. B. NUFORM”

one finds an embracing easy
fit that nicely grades off the
awkward spots, giving grace-
ful lines to the figure vnd a
support that is healthful and
comfortable.

Built of fabries that wear,
tastefully trimmed, and fit-
ting all over with precise
effect.

CORSETS!
CORSETS!

We have also received a new
supply of the high grade

KABO
and

BON TON
CORSETS,

and the

ROYAL WORCESTER

“ADJUSTO”

Comment on these
famous brands is un=
necessary to the la-
dies of Fort Benton,
who are such exten-
sive readers of the
leading magazines—
Ladies Home Journal,
the quarterly style
magazines, etc. etc.—
where they are so
elaboratively adver=-
tised.

CORSETS

Erect Form Corset

The Erect ForMm produces
the long, slender waist-line,
without constriction or pres-
sure, and retains

Its Perfect Shape

to the last. There is hardly
a figure but what will find
improvement with the wear-

ing of an

Erect Form Corset

T. C. Power & Bro., L.'td.

JERE SULLIVAN,

FORT BENTON,

THE NEW CHOTEAU HOUSE, “Foii—

MODERN AND UP-TO-DATE.

Proprietor.

. MONT.

{'THE

CNTERPRISE
.. RESTAURAM!.

LOUIE & Cu., Proprietors

Front 8treet = Fort Bentor

JAMES NOLAN,

Licensed Embaime:
and ndertaker.

~POR EVERY DRSCRIFTION OF—

JOEB PRINTING.

Fort Bentov
LEGAL BLANKS.
= Rl‘h . Fer cor
ater te, for recording...... .i¢
Water Ri hu: for ponlng" vens <28
Chattel Mortgages 7
Real Estate Mortg ages b
Satisfaction of Mortigag .36
Warranty Deeds.................. 50
gun Claim Deeds................. .50
ills of Sale............ sasnsveers: s
Quartz location for recording ... .50
“" “
posting. ..., .50

FBe Rver Press Publisfing Gc. Amgma Wims o 3

Bu ‘:n' ngprd blmk‘:&o....... .50
Promissory Notes k
Recelpt Books, witr' stub o :;8
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