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REASONS FOR PARCELS PCS 
Would Relieve Merchants, 
Publishers, Farmers, Con-
turners and Manufacturers 
of Incubus of Express Com­
pany Domination, Says John 
Brisben Walker. ;; ss ;; 

By JOHN BRISBEN WALKER. 

WHILE the German postal 
service is carrying packages 
for one-third of a cent a 
pound, transporting them, if 

necessary, from one end of Germany 
to the farthermost town in Austria-
Hungary, carrying all sorts of parcels 
up to a hundred pound trunk, the pres­
ident of the United States in his mes­
sage to congress and the postmaster 
general in his annual report are arous­
ing the attention of the country to a 
loss of $8,000,000 per annum incurred 
In transporting periodicals at 1 cent 
a pound. 

The actual cost of these periodicals 
has been accurately measured by the 
postmaster general down to the one-
thousandth part of a cent. He says 
that for each pound of one cent mail 
carried the government is put to an 
expense of 9.235 cents. 

If any one suggests that Germany 
and Austria-Hungary and pretty near­
ly all the countries of Europe are car­
rying parcels at a fraction of a cent 
per pound, the United States post-
office department retorts that they are 
all small countries, thickly populated. 
But Canada Is a country as wide as 
ours and sparsely populated. While 
we have been losing 8.235 cents per 
pound on periodical mail Canada found 
that her profits on such mail at one-
half cent a pound were excessive. Ac­
cordingly the rate was reduced to one-
quarter of a cent per pound, and at 
this price the government report for 

How The United States Gov­
ernment Could Make Better 
Use of Its System and 
Change the Big Postal Dcäcit 
Into Profit - Canada's Great 
Surplus Cited a* an Example. 

Fourth.—If the government carried par­
cels at even 1 cent a pound it would get 
the hundreds of millions of packages sent 
out by the great dry goods houses. This 
would probably reduce the average haul 
to twenty miles or less. 

Fifth.—The United States government Is 
already equipped with more than 60,000 
completely organised stations. These have 
their managers and clerks, their rentals, 
heat and light, their detective and legal 
services already paid for. To handle par­
cels would cost nothing additional in tens 
of thousands of postofllces except the 
wagon haul In the locality. 

Sixth.—Is It possible to conceive of any 
business men taking part in operating 
private express companies If the govern­
ment were to make use of this farreach-
ing and costly machinery? 

Seventh.—The government Is spending 
more than $32,000,000 annually on a coun­
try delivery service which the postmaster 
general reports as carrying only twenty-
five pounds per trip per wagon. Each of 
these wagons could carry from 600 to 700 
pounds per dally trip each way. At 1 
cent a pound this service, Instead of be­
ing conducted at an almost total loss, as 
now, would be clearing tens of millions. 
The wagon that now carries only twenty-
five pounds, loaded each way with 500 
more pounds at 1 cent a pound, would 
bring In (10 a day additional. 

Finally, at what price will experts agree 
to move parcels twenty miles? No; let us 
make the figure large enough and say 500 
miles. With offices and managers and 
clerks all provided, what would it cost to 
carry parcels this average distance and 
then deliver them by carriers or In 
wagons? 

With all the facts and figures before 
him any able business man who could 
be put in possession of the vast ma­
chinery of the postofflce, with only Its 
present deficiency of $18,000,000 to 
make up, would know how to fix a 
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JOHN BiUSUEN WALK EU.  

the postal year ended March 31, 1009, 
shows a surplus of $809,237.53 

Producer and Consumer Kept Apart 
I shall undertake to show bj a com­

parison of accepted facts and figures 
that our whole system is blundering, 
and worse, and that the suffering 
caused by our failure to adopt the 
methods employed by not merely one 
but by many European countries is a 
governmental crime of monumental 
proportions. 

Instead of the butter and cheese 
producer being able to ship directly to 
the user, as in Germany, in refusing 
a parcels post we have put the whole 
army of American consumers into the 
power of all sorts of combinations that 
pay the lowest price to the producer 
and seem to be able to charge any 
sum to those compelled to buy. 

So flagrant has this system become 
that in the early months of 1910 the 
high prices of food are ascribed as 
forcing 3,000 children out of the public 
schools of Brooklyn to help support 
their households by child labor. 

Fruit in the orchards of New York 
state has been permitted to rot on the 
ground because the express charges 
and the middleman's charges would 
not leave the cost of packing for the 
horticulturist. 

Cheap Railway Transportation. 
Here are a few simple facts to be 

kept In mind: 
First.—In the United States our rail­

ways have been able to ship freight for 
one-fifth of a cent per ton per mile. I be­
lieve no European country has been able 
to equal this cheap rail transportation. 
As the cost per ton per mile forms the 
basis for all kinds of freight carried, it 
would seem that we have a primary ad­
vantage. 

Second.—The transportation of parcels 
Is like the carrying of letters. It is gov­
erned by the law of averages. There are 
some letters carried by the United States 
into difficult regions which must cost the 
government $3 apiece. But as the price 
demanded for hauling letters is regulated 
by the average haul, so the price for car­
rying parcels must be bas-^d upon the 
same law 

Thin'.—The average express haul today 
Is less than thirty-eight miles. This in K> 
cav.sc> trade is largely carried on v : 
•those living near by. 

figure well within a cent a pound at 
which he would feel certain of profita­
bly handling the average parcel. 

In a recent communication to the 
New York Evening Post Don Seitz, 
the manager of the New York World, 
said: 

If congress will lepeal its act of monop­
oly under which the postoffice exercises 
the right to tax as it pleases I will en­
gage within thirty days to establish a de­
livery service for mail matter that would 
put the government out of business by its 
celerity and economy. 

What, then, is the matter? Why 
should Canada clear $809,237.53 a year 
while carrying periodicals over its vast 
and sparsely settled territories, while 
the United States is unable to make a 
profit even if it charged thirty-two 
times as much as Canada—so our post­
master general asserts—in fact, has a 
deficiency of $18,000,000 while charg­
ing upon merchandise sixty-four times 
as much as Canada charges for period­
icals, or 3,000 per cent more than Ger­
many charges for carrying parcels? 

More than twelve years ago I called 
upon Mr. Wanamaker, the then post­
master general, in Washington regard­
ing a postal parcels system. "There 
are four Insuperable obstacles," he 
said when asked why we could not 
have what England and Germany had. 
I looked surprised, and he explained, 
"The first is the Adams Express com­
pany, the second is the American Ex­
press company, the third is the Wells 
Fargo Express company, and the fourth 
is the United States Express company." 

That was a recognition of conditions 
which every citizen must make if he 
studies the facts. 

Millions Lost to the Public. 
The Wells Fargo Express company 

recently declared a 300 per cent divi­
dend. But its stock and that of all 
the express companies is a small drop 
in the bucket compared with the losses 
to the American people through a 
cumbrous and unscientific system of 
parcels delivery. My own impression 
is that $300,000,000 would not cover 
the direct loss, while the evils arising 
from the system cannot be measured 

What prire should the government 

charge for parcels deliveries? I am 
firmly of the opinion that eventually 
the government will realize that the 
rate charged In Ueruiauy-one-third of 
a cent a pc.nuri will be found suffi­
cient. But for I be present 1 would 
urge the passage of a law making 1 
cent a pound the rate for all merchan­
dise. books and periodicals—putting all 
into one class—and accepting pack­
ages up to 200 pounds weight. 

A price of 1 cent a pound would 
be sufficient. If the government offer­
ed a service at n cent a pound <for par­
cels up to 200 pounds it would almost 
undoubtedly take over the hundreds 
of millions of parcels sent out by the 
great dry goods stores, and as the av­
erage haul for these is .less than five 
miles It seems not improbable that the 
average haul for the United States 
would from this cause be reduced to 
fifteen or twenty miles. 

What would be the cost of delivering 
parcels with an average haul of but 
twenty miles? If one bad the con­
tract at half a cent a pound, starting 
with the use of government offices and 
officials, he could quickly pile up a 
fortune that would make Harriman's 
look small. 

But the matter need not require dis­
cussion. It could quickly be determin­
ed by six months' experimental work 
under the direction of disinterested 
men of intelligence and integrity. But 
let us suppose that the average haul, 
instead of being only twenty miles or 
fifty miles, should prove to be 500 
miles or 1,000 miles. Who would claim 
that 1 cent a pound would not be 
ample? 

The New York World ships its daily 
papers to Buffalo at a cost of one-half 
a cent a pound by express. The gov­
ernment rate is so high that the postal 
service, equipped to do all this busi­
ness without additional cost, gives it 
over to the express companies, just as 
It does seven-tenths of the news com­
pany business and all of the book busi­
ness of the country, the express com­
panies always bidding under the gov­
ernment's price, all this business 
of millions of dollars lost to a plant 

.equipped to take care of it, with men 
under pay to do the work, because 
United States senators devise legisla­
tion to give it into the hands of the 
express companies. 

One thing doe3 not require any ex­
perience. We know that more than 
$32,000,000 is being expended annually 
to provide wagons making country de­
liveries. The postmaster general says 
they now carry an average of but 
twenty-five pounds. Each of these 
could handle 500 pounds and with a 
second horse, at 50 cents a day, 1,200 
pounds. 

Big Increase In Deliveries. 
The farmers along these country de­

livery routes suffer the greatest In­
convenience and loss because they 
cannot send into town their butter 
and eggs and cannot receive back the 
merchandise which they are constant­
ly needing. If a parcel rate of 1 cent 
a pound were established these coun­
try delivery wagons would be loaded 
to the limit. Immediately, instead of 
twenty-five pounds delivered, there 
would be 523 pounds carried each way, 
which would mean $10 a day addition­
al profit on each for the government. 

The only condition comparable to the 
absurdity of the government operating 
a $32,000,000 country delivery service 
and then making a prohibitory sixteen 
cent rate for parcels, so that the wag­
ons should travel empty, would be for 
some big department store to operate 
a hundred wagons in New York solely 
for the purpose of delivering kid 
gloves, whether there are any salt» of 
kid gloves or not, while his deliveries 
of other merchandise were being held 
back to his own loss and the public's 
discomfort. 

Hut by far the most costly part of 
all this betrayal of the people's inter 
ests is not the dividends of the express 
companies, but In the combinations in 
restraint of trade made possible by the 
lack of means for connecting the con­
sumer directly with the producer and 
the vast loss to commerce by the cost 
ly and cumbrous channels into which 
it is forced 

Why Articles Cost More. 
The only cheap transportation today 

is in bulk. This puts it out of the 
power of the consumer to secure his 
food supplies in any way except 
through combinations formed for the 
purpose of squeezing the last cent from 
those compelled to buy. The consumer 
and the little storekeeper are com­
pletely at the mercy of these combina­
tions. As a consequence milk that on 
the farm fifty miles from New York 
sells for 3% cents per quart is given 
out by the combination, with part of 
the cream removed, for 9 cents in New 
York. 

A cent a pound rate would break 
these combinations In a month. Every 
man would have it In his power to get 
into direct touch with the producer, 
who must now let his fruit and vegeta­
bles rot on the ground or accept the 
cut rates of the combinations. 

What is the answer? There is but 
one. Buy out the express companies 
at any price. Their most extravagant 
capitalization in total would not equal 
the sum which the country loses in a 
single year by the present vicious sys­
tem of distribution. Then put the 
ablest experts in transportation and 
delivery of merchandise at work to de­
vise a system for handling parcels at 
the minimum of labor and expense. 

CHARLIE TAFT'S SKILL 

President's Youngest Son Enjoys Long 
Runs on His Snowshoes. 

Charlie i'aft. the president's young­
est son, spends every moment of his 
spare time outdoors these days, with 
the result that he Is oue of the strong 
est and heartiest looking boys for his 
age In the country Charlie Is attend­
ing hià uncle's school at Watertowu, 
Conn., but t!ie president Insists that 
he have plenty of time for outdoor ex­
ercise. The hoy Is extremely fond of 
all outdoor sports, but especially en-
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CHAlttdlC TAFT ON SNOWSHOES. 

joys a long mu on snowshoes. and he 
has become quite an expert in their 
use. 

Almost every day young Taft can be 
seen on snowshoes taking a run of 
several miles through the country sur 
rounding the school. He consider« 
this sport even more exhilarating and 
enjoyable than skating or sleighing. 

EQU1NES' HARD LOT. 

Much Suffer ing Among Horses In the 
Cit ies  This  Winter .  

So far this has been a hard winter 
for horses in the large cities, in New 
York alone one day recently after a 
heavy storm more than a hundred line 
animals falling and injuring them 
selves so that they had to be shot 
Let it come good freezing weather a fi­
er a rainstorm and (he asphalt pave­
ments are as slippery as the surface of 
a skating rink, and even the best shod 
equities find it impossible to keep th. ' i t -
feet at times. 

Brutal drivers, who blame their poor 
ly shod animals every time an accident 
of this kind happens, are being haled 
to court in large numbers, where they 
are fined and cautioned, and man's 
faithful servant is otherwise being 
protected by pedestrians in the cities 
this winter. Of course most owne's 
and drivers go to no little expense to 
make It easier for their horses to navi­
gate on slippery pavements and not 
only keep them well shod, but use the 
new devices that are on the market 
for this purpose One of these non-

To Study Pellagra. 
A committee has been formed In 

England, the membership of which in­
cludes the Italian ambassador, the 
Marquis of Sau Giuliano; Sir Thomas 
Clifford Allbutt, regius professor of 
physics at Cambridge, and a number 
of prominent scientists and physicians, 
to promote the investigation and sti: ly 
of the disease pellagra. 
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The Order Pleased the Cook. 
The following story Is told on n mis­

sionary of I lie China inland mission, a 
bachelor kenplng house for himself in 
the southern part of China: One morn­
ing in orili iing his dinner he wished 
to tell his rook to buy a chicken. In­
stead of saving "ye" for chicken he 
aspirated the word, saying. "Buy nie a 
'che.'" His cook thought that was au 
eminently proper command and went 
about bis marketing in high good hu­
mor. At noon the missionary found 
no chicken cooked—In fact, no dinner 
at all, for his cook bad not returned. 
About dark the man came back, sa.v 
ing: "This was not a good day for buy­
ing wives, and I have been all day 
looking for one, but at last I found 
one for you. She is rather old and not 
pretty, but you can have her cheap. I 
have promised $40 for her." 

ONE OF THE NON-SLIP DEVICES FOR HOUSES. 

slip inventions is made of chains and 
goes over shoe and hoof. It Is an idea 
borrowed from tli£ non-skid tires ol 
the automobile and is said to give tli 
borses a perfect foothold on the mos: 
slippery street 

Recently in Pittsburg Mrs. <Jeor„-
Westinghouse's sympathy was deepl 
aroused over the plight of two ban 
some Percherons hitched to a rn:<-
that bad fallen on the icy asp ! i;:ü 
Fhe at one purchased several hundre '  
r.on-slip devices and presented ihr 
to every driver who cared to take 
trouble to adjust them on the fx-t • 
their animals. 

Browning. 
Browning lent Lord Coleridge .one 

of his works to read, and afterward, 
meeting the poet, the lord chief justice 
said to bim: "What 1 could under­
stand I heartily admired, and parts 
ought to be immortal. But as to much 
of it I really could not tell whether I 
admired It or not, because for the life 
of me 1 could not understand it." 

Browning replied, "If a reader of 
your caliber understands 10 per cent 
of what I write 1 think I ought to be 
content." 

Exchange of Courtesies. 
One of the keenest of journalists and 

wits. Morltz (Jottlleb Saphir, had the 
better of the irate stranger against 
whom he ran by accident at the corner 
of a street in Munich. "Beast!" cried 
the offended person without waiting 
for an apology "Thanryou." said the 
journalist, "and mine is Saphir." 

The Thorn. 
Caller—How pleased you must be to 

find that your new cook Is a stayer! 
Hostess—My dear, don't mention it. 
She's a stayer, all right, but unfortu­
nately she's not a cook.—Bostou Tran­
script. 

Cruel. 
Jess—He said my face was a poem. 

Bess—It is—like one of Browning's. 
Jess—How do you mean? Bess—Some 
of the lines are so deep.—Cleveland 
Leader. 

Criticism often takes from the tree 
caterpillars and blossoms together.— 
Richter. 

Sheriff's Sale. 

James A. Freeman, plaintiff, ve. Carl Stanjf-
neth, defendant. 

To be sold at sheriff's sale, on the 11th day of 
April, 1910, at 10:30 o'clock a. m.,at the premises 
described iu Chouteau county, state of Montana, 
the following described property, to-wit: 

All the ri'.'lit, title and interest of defendant, 
Carl Staugneth, in and to that certain piece 
or parcel ot land situate in tlie northerly part of 
the southwest quarter of the northeast quarter 
of section twenty-five(25), township twenty-seven 
(37) north of rnt>t>o sixteen (lfi) east, In Chout 
county, Montana, marked at follows: 

Commencing at a monument ot stones with 
post marked C S, N VV »'or., thence south forty 
roils to »monument of stones with post marked 
C S, S W C'or., ther.ee east forty rods to « monu­
ment of stones with post marked C 8, S K Cor., 
then north forty rode to « monument of stones 
with post marked C H, N E Cor., thence west 
forty rods to place of beginning, together with 
all of the improvements thereon or thereunto 
belonging. GEO. iliCKLE, Sheriff. 

Dated Fort Beuton, Mont., March 21, 1910. 
First publication March 22, 1910. 

FIRE 
INSURANCE. 

All Leading Companies 
Represented. 

F. A. FLANAGAN, FortBeotoa. 

JORDAN & RYAN 
CONTRACTORS 
and BUILDERS 

Remodeler» and Bepairers 
Reinforced Concrete Work a Specialty 

See us before you build. 
It will pay you. 

FORT BENTON, - MONT 

City Shoeing Shop 
W. C. BYERS, Prop'r 

General Blacksmithing 
Horse Shoeing a Specialty 

Special attention given to Lame 
or Interfering Horses 

FRONT ST. FORT BENTON 
QREAT FALLS 

Employment :: Agency 
The Oldest Labor Agency in Moniana 

Male and Female Help Supplied 

FRED Q. WILSON, Prop'r 
a«9i First Av S. Qreat Falls, Mont 
Branch office : Telephone 449-L 

67 E Park St, Butte, Mont. 

We recommend the 

MONTANA 
EMPLOYMENT AGENCY 

Both male and female help employed. 

J. McGOWAN, Prop. 

13 Second St South 

GREAT FALLS Mont 
Telephone 438 P. O. Box 514 

DEPARTMENT OP TIIK INTERIOR, OEN-
eral Laud Oftice, Washington, D. C., Janu­

ary IB, 1910.—Notice of restoration of public 
lande to settlement and entry.—Notice is hereby 
given that the Secretary of the Interior has va­
cated deprat mental order of withdrawal in so far 
as the same aTects (he withdrawal for irrigation 

rposes under the act of June 17, 1)102 (32 Stat., 
), for use in connection with the Milk River 

Project, Montana, of the following described 
lands in the State of Montana, and by his author­
ity such of said tracts as have not been hereto­
fore finally restored and are not otherwise with­
drawn, reserved or appropriated, will be subject 
to settlement under the public land laws of the 
United States on and after April 18, 1910, but 
shall not be subject to entry, filing, or selection 
until May 18,1910, at the United States land of­
fice at Ureat Falls, Montana, warning being ex­
pressly given that no person will be permitted 
to gain or exercise any right whatever under any 
settlement or occupation begun after January 9, 
1910, and prior to April 18,1910, all such settle­
ment or occupation being forbidden : Montana 
Principal Meridian. T. SO N., R. 1 E., all Sees. 
1, 3, H, 4, 12,19 to 23 and 25 to 3(1 incl. T. 30 N., 
R. 2 E., all Secs. 1 to 12 lncl, N»4 Sec. 13; all 
Sees. 14 to 18 incl., all Sees. 26 to 28 incl., SH 
Sec 29; SVi Sec. 30; and all Sees. 31 to 30 incl. 
T. 80 N., H. 3 E., all Secs. 1 to ?2 and 26 to 36 
incl. T. 30 N., R. 4 E„ all Secs. 1 to 10 incl., 
Sees. 12, 13 and 27 to 34 incl. T. 29 N., R.5 E., 
all Secs. 5 to 8, IS to 22 and 25 to 36 lncl. T. 80 
N., R. 6 B. all Secs 1 to 27 incl., and Sees. 35 and 
36. T. 29 N., R. 6 K., all Secs. 1 to 6 and 25 to 36 
incl. T. 30 N , R. 6 E., all. T. 29 N., R. 7 E., all 
Secs. 1 to 6, 9 to 13 and 29 to 33 incl. T. 30 H., R. 
7 K., all. T. 27 N., R. 8 E., all. T. 28 N., R.8 E., 
all T. 29 N., R. 8 E , all Seca. 1 to 15 and 32 to 
86 incl. T. SON., R.8 E.. all. T. 27 N., R. 9 B., 
all. T.28N., R.9E., all. T.29N..R.9E, all 
Sees. 8 to 9 incl.. Sees 18,23 to 26 incl., and 85 
and 86. T. 80N..R. 9B .all. T. 27 N., R. 10 E., 
all. T.28N..R. 10 B., all. T. 29 N., R. 10 E., 
all Sees. 19 to 21 and 26 to 86 incl. T. 30 N., R. 10 
B.,all. T. 27 N., R. 11 B.. all. T.28N..H 11K., 
S'/t Sec. 1, S Vi See. 2, all Hees 3 and 4, S Vi Sec. 6, 
and all Sees. 7 to 36 incl. T. 80 N., R. 11 E., all 
Becs. 1 to 21 lncl., 23 to 26 incl., and Sect. 85 and 
86. T. 27 H., R. 18 B., all. T. 28 N., R. 12 E.. all 
Bees. 1. 2,8, SV4 Sec. 6, and all Sees. 7 to 86 incl. 
T. 30 N., R. 12 E , all Seca. 4 to 9, 16 to 21 incl., 
and See. 80. T. 32 N., R. 12 B.. all Seca. 1 to 6, é 
to 15 and 22 to 24 lncl. T. 88 N., R. 12 E., all. T. 
28 N., R. 13 B., all Secs 1 to 3, 10 to 15 and 22 to 36 
lncl. T. 29 N., R. 13 E.. all Secs. 1, 12, 18, 23 to 
27 and84to 36 lncl. T. 81 N., R. 13 B., all Seca. 2 
to 4, and 9 to 11 incl., and Sees. 14 and 15. T. 82 
N., R. 18 E., all Sees. 3to 10.15 to 22, and 26 to 35 
incl. T. 80 N., R. 14 E., all Sees. 14. 15, 21 to 23, 
26 to 29 and 31 to 35 incl. T. 33 N., R. 14 E., all 
Secs. 1 to 18 and 22 to 24 Incl. T. 33 N.. R. 16 B., 
all Becs. 1 to 30 incl., and Sec. 86. T. 38 N.. R 16 
B., all Seca 1 to 32 lncl. T. SON., R. 1 W.. all 
Seca. 19 to 86. T. 31 N., R. 2 W., all Secs. 1 to 18 
incl., and Sees. 23 and 24. FRED. DBNNBTT, 
Commissioner of the General Land Office. 
FRANK PIERCE, First Assistant Secretary of 
the Interior. 

HIRAM P. SMITH. 
Oattle branded 0» 

right ribs. 

Horses same brand 
on right shoulder. 

Vent for cattle and 
horses, same brand 
on right hip. 

P. O. address— 
Whltlaah, Most 

Note—Address is given wrong in brand book a 
H. T. Smith, Highwood. 

MILNER CATTLE CO. 
M. B. MILNKK, Pres. and Manager, Fort Benton. 

Main brands a 
shown In tha aa* 
companding enta. 

Also own all 
cattle bearing tha 
single " square'• 
.brand, and aU 
rebranded cattla 
bearing only 
eroaa P. 

CLEAN^ COAL 
We handle the 

HAVRE COAL COMPANY 
Product in this city 

and guarantee it to give 
good satisfaction 

Lump or Nut. $5.50 ton 

W. J. MAZE, Fort Benton, Mont 
Phone, 48x 

Höre« 
brand 
left thigh. 

Also own brand 
on right hipeallad 
"square I." 

Range from Baal 
'aw mountains eaat-

ward to Fort Pack 
between tha Kllk and 
Missouri rlrara. Ala* 
south ol the Mis­
souri river, between 
Arrow croak and Ml 
creak, Hhonkln rang 

WHO KNOWS? 
WHAT YOU WISH TO SELL, or 
WHAT Y0U;WISH TO BUY 

Unless you tell them about it. If you 
wish to sell or buy livestock, real 
estate, or any other kind of property, 
or to recover estrays, inform the pub­
lic by placing^ an advertisement in 

THE RIVER PRESS 

It will be seen by most of the people 
of northern Montana, and the cost 
will average only 

One tent a word each insertion 

Pine Book and Job Printing a spe­
cial tv at the RIVKR PRESS office. 


