
THE RIVER PRESS. 

The River Press 
Published, every Wednesday Morning 

by the River Press Publish
ing Company. 

WOULD HELP FARMERS. 

President Taft's suggestion that the 
several states and the nation authorize 
land credit institutions to enable farm
ers to borrow working capital at lower 
and more uniform rales has not 
evoked a single really hostile com
ment. It seems to be welcomed by all 
olasses of citizens, says the Inter 
Ocean. 

There are probably two reasons for 
this friendly attitude. All urban 
dwellers are anxious to see reduced 
the "cost of living," which is mainly 
the cost of food. Here is a practicable 
plan for reducing it by reducing the 
farmer's fixed charge«, thus enabling 
him to sell his products cheaper and 
etill make a fair profit. 

Again, while higher food prices have 
benefited the farmer and burdened the 
city dweller, especially of the profes
sions and the clerical occupations, 
there is little disposition to blame the 
farmer or to accuse bim of taking un
fair advantage of his position. Every 
man who thinks at all, realizes that 
prosperity on the farm extends, in the 
long run, to everybody. 

What is really needed to relieve the 
situation for urban dwellers is not 
that the farmer shüll prosper less, but 
somewhat differcutlv—that he shall 
have the advantage of really modern 
facilities of credit, and so be enabled 
to reduce his cost of production, and 
so make food prices lower and the 
cost of living leas. 

Other countries have shown how the 
farmer can be helped by giving him 
easier access at lower and more uni
form rates to the money markets. The 
subject has not received the attention 
it should from American legislators. 
Our banking laws have considered the 
short time credit needs of merchants 
rather than the iong time credit needs 
of farmers. 

President Taft has usefully directed 
attention to this neglect. There are 
many'dl'gns that the subject will re
ceive better attention from legislators. 

All wish to help the farmer, for 
helping him in the end helps every 
body. 

ELECTED BY PLURALITIES. 

ing farm and factory products not 
now embraced by law in the first, sec
ond or third class not exceeding 11 
pounds in weight or greater in size 
than 72 inches in length or girth com
bined, nor in form or kind likely to 
injure the person of any postal em
ploye or damage the mall equipment 
or other mail matter and not of a 
character perishable within a period 
reasonably required for transporta
tion and delivery. 

Parcels post will include what is 
known as fourth class matter, which 
includes merchandise and all other 
mailable matter not comprehended in 
the first, second or third class and 
farm and factory products. No pack
age will be received for mailing that 
is greater In size than 72 inches in 
length and girth combined; in other 
words, any parcel not more than one 
foot wide, one foot deep and two feet 
long or a fork handle not more than 
six inches around and five feet six 
inches in length will be permissible in 
the mails, providing it does not ex
ceed 11 pounds in weight and provid
ing further that it does not contain 
anything that is likely to injure the 
person of any employe or damage the 
mail equipment or other mall matter 
and not of a character perishable 
within a reasonable period required 
for transportation and delivery. 

There is one exception worth noting 
in reference to weight of the smaller 
parcels, and that is parcels weighing 
four ounces or less are mailable at the 
rate of one cent for each ounce or 
fraction of an ounce, regardless of 
distance. 

Parcels weighing more than four 
ounces are mailable at the parcels 
post rate. All parcels must be well 
wrapped and securely tied or other
wise well protected, and must bear 
distinctive parcels post stamps, and 
such matter that bears ordinary 
stamps will be treated as "held for 
postage." 

The figures bearing on the presi
dential election of the past are of 
curious interest in connection with the 
election of 1912, and there are both in
teresting parallels und instructive 
contrasts in the history of the con 
tests of the days since Washington. 

Prior to 1824 there was no such thing 
as a popular vote, the legislatures of 
the aevt-ral slates having before that 
time named tne electors. Witii the 
campaign of 1824, however, which 
Bulled in the election of the younger 
Adatu», the people at large voted for 
the first time for electors, which has 
continued to the present time to be the 
nearest approach to voting directly 
for president. At the election of 1824 
Jackson received both a popular and 
an electoral plurality, but still failed 
of election, as the electoral plurality 
was not a constitutional majority and 
the contest was decided by the house 
of representatives. So far as the sta
tistics show, Jackson was the only 
candidate since 1820 who received a 
plurality of the electoral vote and still 
failed to become president. 

It has been fortunate for a number 
of presidents that a popular majority 
was not required, as few of the chief 
executives during the past 75 years 
have received a majority of all the 
votes cast for presidential electors. 
Seteral have received popular plur
alities but failed to secure enough 
electoral votes—notably Cleveland in 
1888, when he beat Harrlslon by 98,017 
but was defeated. Until Wilson's 
election, every successful candidate 
since 1896 Inclusive received not only 
an electoral but a popular majority 
Wilson, however, fell far short of i 
popular majority, though his electoral 
majority will be the largest ever given 
to a president lo the history of the 
republic. 

In the matter of close votes the 
Hayes-Tilden campaign of 1876 will 
undoubtedly hold the record for all 
time. Tilden received a popular plur
ality of 260,935 and a popular majority 
of 157,037, but lost the presidency in 
the electoral college by one vote—un 
der circumstances which will always 
constitute a most regrettable situation. 
Next to this campaign that of 1880 
was the "narrowest escape" since 
1824, Garfield receiving a popular 
plurality of only 7,018 In a total vote 
of more than 9,000,000. 

The following are the only presi 
dents to receive popular majorities 
Jackson (in 1828 and 1832,) William 
Henry Harrison, Pierce, Lincoln ( in 
1864, ) Grant at both elections, Mc 
Kinley at both elections, Roosevelt 
and Taft.—Kansas City Journal. 

Reformers Are Kept Busy. 

Mieaoula Sentinel. 
It is too bad that Mark Twain died, 

because everybody is getting so deadly 
serious over things in general that a 
stiff dose of bis fun-making would 
help out our national moral colic. 
This is the day of the reformer. When 
times get dull for some eccentric in
tellect, is owner starts a crusade. It 
doesn't greatly matter what his point 
of attack may be. All he has to do 
is to get a big bass drum and a sand 
wich man, parade up and down the 
street for half an hour, then hunt 
street corner and go to it. It's easier 
than selling patent medicine because 
nobody's money is imperilled 

The court evil, the divorce evil, the 
war peril, the curse of drink, the 
shame of the cities, the social evil, 
the , doesn't it sound familiar? 
if we don't get a new peril with our 
uiorniug coffee, or a fresh evil with 
our afternoon tea, we growl at the 
press. Somebody ought to start 

The man who travels will appreciate 
hau(lni;'.(li> set for his satchel, includ

ing u shaving pad. tie holder, collar 
bag and a handkerchief case. Make 
them of linen art crash with an oiig 
inal design stenciled on the covers. 

For the shaving pad cut two pie es 
of cardboard 4 by 7 inches, make two 
round holes in one side of each one-
half Inch from the edge. Cover the 
cards with the linen and on one side 
of each apply the stencil design^ An
other cardboard seven Inches long and 
one inch wide is covered with linen. 
This is placed lengthwise of the edge 
of the two larger pieces and the edges 
whipped over and over with strong lin
en thread. 

Now you have the covering for the 
thin sheets of paper. White tissv.e or 
manila paper is cut into sheets to fit 
Inside the covering. Itound boles are 
made in them corresponding to those 
in the covers and narrow ribbon is 
run through each hole, brought over 
the back and tied in a flat bow. 

The tie holder is mace much In the 
same way as the shaving case. Two 
pieces of cardboard are cut fourteen 
inches long and six inches wide, cov
ered with linen stenciled and joined at 
one edge, so it will open like a book. 
The ties are folded and laid flut in
side the cover. 

Make the handkerchief case of linen 
folded like an envelope. When finish
ed It is six Inches square. The linen is 
padded with a layer of cotton wadding 
and lined with pink or blue china silk. 
It is put together perfectly flat, caught 
together with embroidery silk after it 
Is folded over, and the flap is held in 
place with a small glove clasp. 

The set or any one of the articles 
would make an appropriate holiday 
gift, would cost little and will be very 
easily made. 

The Luminous Clock. 
When in doubt about purchasing a 

really useful Christmas gift for a man 
Why not consider one of the uew lumi-

prize subscription for a man who will 
discover a few new good things and 
who will unearth a fresh line of securi
ties. There is a big fat premium 
awaiting the man who can make 
believe that "the world is so full of a 
number of things that we all should 
be as happy as kings." 

THE PARCELS POST. 

The parcels post law which becomes 
effective January 1,1913, provides that 
hereafter fourth class mail matter 
•ball embrace all other matter ioclud-

A Word to The Boys. 

Say, ray young friend, don't you 
think you are worrying too much over 
what would becotne of the old town 
should you happen to have to leave it? 
asks a Kansas editor. I wish you 
would become reconciled to the fact 
that it would manage to survive that 
dire calamity. The sun would rise in 
the east and set in the west just the 
same; the trains would get in on about 
the same old schedule; the stores and 
banks would open for business just 
the same each morning; and I even 
imagine that the appetite of the aver 
age citizen would remain about 
normal. 

Don't get the Idea into your head 
either, that society would go into 
bankruptcy or that many of the girls 
would mar their beauty by letting hot 
tears course down their cheeks. No 
Indeed. Everything would go on just 
the same. Even the girls who you 
now seem to think are so wrapped up 
in you would be down town ere the 
train on which you were departing 
was out of the city limits. Ten 
minutes later they would be having 
good time with other fellows. 

Like the rest of us, you are small 
potatoes and few in the hill. You 
don't cut half the ice you think you 
do. When you get the idea into your 
head that you stack up about like the 
rest of the boys around town you will 
hit the hullseye. I know it will be 
quite a tumble from your present dizzy 
height, but you will rest better when 
you get used to the ground. Try It. 

Bandits Held Up Policeman. 

CHICAGO, Dec 12.-William L, Deich 
ert was held up and robbed here yes 
terdav, and Chief of police McWeeny 
said last night he would order an in 
vestigatlon. Beicherl was robbed of 
his overcoat, watch, $10 and his load 
ed revolver, it was reported. One of 
the highwaymen laughed heartily when 
he found the officer's star. "I guess 
policemen have been held up before 
but have kept the matter to them 
selves," said McWeeney. 

CHRISTMAS GIFTS. 
FOB HIS HIGHNESS 

Presents lha Mere Ken Will 
Find Altractiwe end Useful. 

IiUMlNOUS CLOCK. 

nons clocks that are on the market 
this year? 

The clock pictured is of this de 
scription and makes a üiost covetable 
possession. 

What the College Man Will  Like.  
Sofa pillows are gifts that always 

touch the heart of the college man, 
but these same cushions must be of 
the right kind to make a hit with his 
majesty. The ideal pillow, If intended 
to take any wear at all should be fill
ed with feathers, not with cotton 
waste. Somebody may have to spend 
the night sleeping on that pillow. It 
should be of material that will neither 
fray nor fade. Soft velveteen, leather 
and a heavy silk in plain colors are 
Ideal. If it bears any embroidery let 
it be well toward the edges or in the 
corners. Use no tinsel—tinsel scratches, 
If cords are used it must be seen that 
they are sewed—nay, riveted on—in 
the strongest possible fashion. There
after will the giver be in receipt of 
many blessings. 

A Musical Suggestion. 
Steins are not new suggestions for 

Christmas gifts, but a musical tankard 
that plays the good old convivial tune 
of "For He's a Jolly Good Fellow" 
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MUBICAII STEIN. 

when liquid is poured into its eapa 
clous depths is a novelty brought out 
for the first time this year for the 
mere man's Christmas present. The 
•tein illustrated is a musical affair of 
gray green pottery mouuted in silver. 

OLONEL THANKS BACKERS. 
Roosevelt is Grateful For Liberal 

Campaign Contributions. 

CHICAGO, Dec. 10.—Colonel Roose
velt, making his "keynote" speech at 
the opening of the progressive party 
conference in the LaSalle hotel audi
torium here today, personally thank
ed the men who "so generously came 
forward with their subscriptions when 
there was no definite plan for obtain
ing finances." 

To give emphasis to his expressed 
gratitude, the colonel walked to the 
front of the platform and pointed at 
William Flinn of Pennsylvania, Frank 
. Munsey, George W. Perkins and 

S. Bird. CailiDg each by name he 
continued: 

"I not only want to thank you, but 
to say I have been happy to be asso
ciated with you. I want to say that 
there have been no more disinter
ested progressives than yourselves. 
Nobody will ever have to investigate 
me to learn that I knew of these con
tributions and was very much obliged 
for them." 

Senator Dixon, the party's national 
chairman, spoke very briefly and was 
followed by Colonel Roosevelt, who 
made it plain that the program of tha 
progressive party does not contem
plate making terms with the republi
can party as a party. He said in ef
fect that the new party had come to 
stay and expected eventually to attract 
to its banner the progressives who 
still stick to the republican organiza
tion. 

As to the leaderships, he said the 
events of the next year or two could 
be trusted to develop the best man, 
who must be chosen without regard to 
their own desires, but solely with re
gard to the needs of the people. 

Will Hold Tariff Hearings. 

WASHINGTON, Dec. 9.—Thorough 
revision, schedule by schedule, of the 
present tariff by the next congress, 
was indicated by the decision today of 
the democratic members of the house 
ways and means committee to have 
hearings on the tariff every Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday in January, 
beginning January 6. 

One day will be devoted to each 
schedule, though if necessary in any 
case a period not exceeding two days 
will be allowed. There are 14 sched
ules, but by merging two or fthree of 
the minor schedules with the impor 
tant schedules, the committee expects 
to get through with the hearings by 
the end of January. 

Will Attract Immigrants. 

CHICAGO, Dec. 10.—Graham Taylor 
of Chicago, chairman of the national 
conference of charities and corrections 
informed the federal council of 
churches of Christ in America that 
50,000 immigrants from southern Eu
rope would be landed on the Pacific 
coast within two years after the open 
ing of the Panama canal and said the 
problem of what is to ba done with 
them, in view of the lack of manufac 
turing enterprises, will ueed the help 
of the churches for solution. 

Indian Appropriation Reduced. 

WASHINGTON, Dec. 10.—Secretary 
of the Interior Fisher recommended ap 
propriatlons for Montana Indians 
and Indian reservations aggregating 
$1,102,500. The Indian appropria' 
tien bill as reported to the house of 
representatives cuts out all new ap 
propriatlons recommended and 
duces most of the standing appropria1 

tlons, so that the aggregate allowed 
Montana only $569,575, a little more 
than half of the amount estimated. 

Places Ban On Public Towels. 

WASHINGTON, Dec. 9.—The common 
towel was ordered abolished from 
railroad cars, vessels, all other Inter 
state vehicles and from stations by 
Secretary McVeagh today, on an 
amendment to the Interstate quaran 
tine regulations. This action followed 
closely the abolition of the common 
drinking cup from use on interstate 
carriers. Towels may be used again 
onlv after being sterilized in boiling 
water. 

Employing Child Labor. 

MADISON, Wis., Dec. 10.—A suit 
alleging 224 specific violations of the 
child labor law by the Diamond Match 
company, for which fines aggregating 
$22,400 are asked, was filed by the 
Wisconsin Industrial commission. 
The commission says the match com 
pany employs a large number of child 
ren between the ages of fourteen and 
sixteen years. The complaint treats 
each day's alleged violation as 
separate offense. 

Bids For Canal Work. 

WASHINGTON, Dec. 10.—The dl 
rector of the reclamation service is 
asking for proposals for the construe 
tion of two miles of the Dodson north 
canal of the Milk river Irrigation pro 
ject in Montana. The work will in 
volve the excavation of about 205,000 
cubic yards of material and is situated 
on the north side of Milk river, ad 
jacent to the main line of the Great 
Northern railway near Wagner and 
Exeter. Bids will be opened at the 
office of the reclamation service in 
Malta, Montana, January 10. 
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Light Your Kitchen with a 

Râfyt) Bracket Lamp 
Sometimes in the kitchen or elsewhere you need a lamp held 
high, where it will light the whole room, and be out of the 
reach of children. 
The Rayo Bracket Lamp is made for exactly this purpose. It is 
one of the famous Rayo Family—the best kerosene lamps made. 
A clear, white light, steady, diffused. A strong, substantial bracket, easily 
affixed to the wall. The lamp is inexpensive. Economical. Lighted without 
removing chimney or ahade. Rayo Lamps are made in various styles and 
for all purposes. At Dealers Everywhere 

CONTINENTAL OIL COMPANY 
_ Draw. Pueblo, AlbnqtrafOM, 
Cheyenne, Batte, BoUe, Sah Lafc« Chr. 

The Fort Benton Sanitarium 

Newly furnished throughout, with 
full up-to-date equipment 

Graduate nurses and modern med
ical and surgical treatment 

Rates from $8.oo per week up, 
according to accommodations 

For particulars address 

The Fort Benton Sanitarium. Fort Benton, Mont 

ELECTRIC LIGHT 
FOR YOUR RANCH BUILDINGS 

Haa been made practicable by the recent improvements in elec
trical machinery and lamps. You can produce electricity on your ranch 
cheaper than you can buy it from a public service company in town. 

The price of the equipment is within reach of all. Call and let me 
quote you price of plant installed, and you will be convinced that you 
cannot afford to be without one. 

GENERAL AUTOMOBILE REPAIR WORK 
W. F. WILFORI). Fort Benton 

locusts 

C. H. CAMPBELL & SON 
Phelps Building, Qreat Falls, Montana 

WE LOAN ON HOMESTEAD PROOFS OR PATENTS 

Like Magic 
K C Baking Powder works 
like magic. Recipes formerly 
considered difficult to bake 
now come out of the oven 
light, dainty and deli
cious. It fairly makes 
you hungry to look at 
them. 
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BAKING 
POWDER 

. Is the housewife's 
best friend, lighten
ing her burdens as 
well as the food. 
Wherever K C is used 
you will find healthy, 
happy families and a con
tented housewife. Com
plies with all pure food laws," 
both State and National. 
Jaquee Mfg. Co.. Chicago 
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