\
|
\

THE RIVER PRESS.

'_l;he River Press

Terms of Subscription:
PATARLE IN ADVANCE.

Dot ene e ansessincons PR T 1}
R P A D AT A

OFFICIAL PAPER OF CHOUTEAU COUNTY

AR lstters and feati ining mat-
Sov intended for pudlication in this paper should
¢ addressed to ““The River Press,” and the name
@ tAs writer muat Do given to insure alention.

Lecal advertisements will de inseried in thess
oobumns al the rate of ten eents per line from
Sransient and five cents per line from regular ad-
Qertiscrs.

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 8, 1913,

REMEMBER THE TAXPAYERS

It 1s hoped the members of the Mon-
#ana legislative assembly will go slow
in the matter of increasing public ex-
penditures. Al several former ses-
elone large additlons to the coev of
goveroment were made by some of the
Jaws that were enacted, and it would
be well to bear in mind thst the tax-
payer foots the bill and should receive
proper consideration.

Io an exbibit of siate finances recent-
Iy made public, it le estimated thas
during the pext two years the state
revenue will fall short of necessary
expenditures t0 the amount of about
$300,000; bus nposwithetandiog this
prospective deficit there will be efforts
80 increase public expenses by new
leglislation without regard to the effect
upon citizene who supply the funds.
Officlals of the several state institu-
tlone are said to bave o view legisla-
tive provislon for expenditures that
will increase the deficit to more than
# million dollars.

When the etate constitution was
adopted, the citizensjof Montana were
sssured that the general state tax
sbould not exceed 2¢ mills, and that
when taxable property in Mootana
reached a value of $300,000,000, the levy
should not exceed 14 mills. The lower
rate would have gone Ioto effect two
years ago, but in response to the
urgent solicitation of the stats author-
fties, the voters smended this con-
stitutional provieion and allowed the
24 will tax limit to remain in force
until the assesement reaches the sum
of $500,000,000. This was done to
avert what was alleged to be a great
injury to stateleducational institutions
by cutting downjtbeir asonual income.

A few years:ago the state inadver-
tently became a|party to a bond issue
made by ope of the educational in-
etitutions, end the taxpsyers were
asked to protect the credit of the com-
monwealth by voluntarily assuming
the obligation. The requess met with
an affirmative response, and an an-
qual tax levy of ove fourth of a mill
for the rtute bond,fund has eince been

in effecy.

Ab the last general election, the
voters authorized the purchase of the
Warm Spriogs asylum for the pur-
pose of convertiog it into a state in-
stitution,thesejaccommodations for un-
fortunates belog absolutely necessary.
This expenditure will call for another
addition of one-fourth of a miil to the
state tax levy,imakiog & total of three
mille upon each dollar of assessed
valuation—or double the rate contem-
plated in the constitutional provision
originally adopted.

A protest against Inoreased publlc
expenses and suggesdons that a more
oconservative course be followed are
frequently met with the allegation that
the complainaoulacke publicspirit. At
the riek of incurriog such criticlem,
the River Press holde that the inter-
@its of the taxpayer should be kept in
wiew when any increase in public ex-
pendltures is proposed. Extravagance
o the conduct of the public business
should be curbed. The creation of
\lnned&ury salaried offices, exces-
sive pay for services performed, pro.
positions to make Montana public in-
stitutions the equals or superiors of
simllar lostitutions in more popu-
lous aod more wealthy states—these
are some of the causes of large ex-
penditures of publicjfunds. The Mon-
tana taxpayer generally is a llberal
minded citizen, but the tax burden
should nos be increased withous care-

ful conslderation of the various in-
tereste affected.

WOULD IMPROVE LEGISLATION.

Crude legislation s one of the ser-
lous evile against which good govern-
ment has to contend in the United
States. Bllle are introduced that have
beea ill-coneidered and are expressed
in smbiguous language.

When enacted Into law, they fre-
quently breed trouble from the in-
abllity of citizens or sdministrators
%0 feel sure as to their purport and
scope and throw heavy burdens of
needless litigation on the courts.

The consequence is lose and delay
t0 the community, fallure to secure
needed leglelation and undeserved cen-
surp for the judiclary, says the
Spokesman-Review,

An obvious remedy for this evil, for
which legislators are not wholly at
fault, is to have an official body of
men 0 whom every proposer of legls-

'ation should submit his bill and have
s drafted by them in such language as
to render obscurity, misunderstanding
and consequent litigation bumanly im-
possible.

Wisconein bhae such an orgsniza-
tion. It is called the reference depart-
ment of the legislature and is & sclen-
tifically organized bureau whose ser-
vices are at the command of lawmak-
ers in drafting bills that they lotend
to Introduce and to urge for enactment
into laws.

This bureau has groved helpful to
the legislators and vysluable to the
state. It pute men of constructive
capacity at the task of shaplog and
wording leglelative measvres.

It reduces to a minimum the liability
to fallure on the pars of legislators to
secure the results they seek for the
public benefit.

Set up in this state, with proper ad-
justment to locsl requirements, it
sbould help toward obtaioiog latelli-
gently concelved and clearly expressed
laws,

In Defense of Blue-Eyed Men.

Recalling Mark Twain's catalogue
of lles as of three sorts—lies, desmoed
lies and statistice—we rise to a defense
of the blue-eyed men who are eald to
figure by a large majority In the
sonale of crime, and are thus accused
of beiog more criminaliy dieposed
than men with gray, brown or dark
eyes.

On lovestigation this will be found
to be another mare's nest with the egg
in It at least ae big snd barren as an
empty beer keg.

When is ie considered that seven out
of ten men in the United States are
blessed with blue eyes, ‘‘statistics’’ will
beyond & doubt indicate that moet
crime le commisted by men with eyes
of that color; more of anything else {8
‘‘committed,’'’ ueeful labor, kind acts,
great and important works, literary
andjmusical masterpieces, matrimony,
the day’s drudgery and suiclde.

This ie a blue-eyed nation. Whole
counties full of people In some eouth-
ern states, where the firet Anglo-Saxon
immigration is little mixed, are sandy-
halred and light-eyed. The inflow of
Latin racea hasn’t yet bad time to
darken the original ‘‘blond" type,
tremendously sugmented between 1840
and 1880 by millions of immigrant
Germaos.and Irish and Swedes,

In a race of blue-eyed people, they
will naturally exhibit thelr proportion
in all the elements of soclety, good or
bad.

Thie tendency of statistics (undigest-
ed ) to misrepresent was again ehown
juet a few weeke ago, when another
declaration was eet forth ‘‘that most
of the crimes were committed by
bachelors.”” Most of the crimes are
committed by young men under 25.
Young men under 25 are geoerally

ucmarried. So you may touch the
fuse for blowiog up mare’s nest No. 2.
— e ———
Short Courses For Farmers,

The farmers' short courses to be
held January 22-30 at the Montana
agricultural college at Bozeman offer
unusual opportunities to the farmers
of the state. Such men ae Joe Wing,
P. G. Holden, Dr. Worst and others
will be there and every one ghould
make it & point to hear them. There
io no better authority in America to-
day than Joseph E. Wing, who ls a
practical farmer, an Interestiog writer
and an expert sheep man. Tueaday
mornlog, January 28, he will lecture
on the sheep Industry and how to make
the flock more profitable. In the after-
noon be will talk on the farm home.
Wednesday mornlog he will talk up
alfalfa, one of his hobbles, and Wed-
nesday afternoon will discuss further
problems of fock husbandry. The
courses Include instruction in horti-
culture, agronomy, animal husbandry

dalrylng, home science, ete.
S e

Pointed Paragraphs

We hate to have our friends pity ue
snd thiok them hard hearted if they
don’t.

Next to being & millionalre comes
the abliily to epend your lset nickel
like one.

The one redeeming feature of Chi-
cago's new magszine for poeta is that
there I8 no law compelliog any one to
read it.

An expert saye that the automoblle
is nod displaclog the horse. That,
indeed, would be rank ingratitude to
man’s best friend.

A New York motorist used maple
syrup in mistake for lubricatiog oil on
his machine; and a sweet time he had
of it, too.

———————
Want Plrcol Post Stamps.

W ASHINGTON, Jsn. 4.—By direction
of Postmaster General Hitchcock, the
bureau of engraviog and printing in-
creased today ite delly output of par-
cel post etamps from 5,000,000 to 10,-
000,000. From virtually every section
of the country requisitions by mail
and by telegraph are belog made for
more distinctive parcel stamps. Post.
office officlals are positive that no
danger of a tie-up of the service ex-
Ista because of the exbaustion of the
supply of stampe, as & sufficlent res-
erve is on hand here.

Raporte from postmasters from vari-
ousd parts of the Unlted States indi-
cate & tremendous increase in busi-

ness because of the parcel post, but
0o serious congestion is reported.

MONTANA NEWS BRIEFLETS

A Budget of Readable Short Items
From Various Parts of the State.

HELENA, Jao, 2.—=Tte state land
office turned in to the treasurer’s office
today the sum of 860,520.51, which was
the Income derivid siace the middle of
December when tne last settlement was
made. Such s sum for the bueiness of
a forinight shows better than any
otber the immense volume of business
dooe In this state lo raw land.

BUTTE, Jan. 3.—George Winters, a
diamond drill operstor in the Raven
mioe, wae instantly killed yesterday.
He bad placed a oumber of rock cores
upon a rack especially constracted for
the purpose, and then In & moment of
hurry bumped agalost one corper of
the rack with hiz shoulder. The wass
collapsed and the cores crusbed him
breaking hle neck.

HELENA, Jan. 3.—That the baoke
of Moasana which are under the ju-
rlediction of the state baok examiners
bave been prosperous between the call
of September 4 and that of November
ie shown by the statement of State
baok examioer F. E. Hues. In the
time named thelr total resources have
focreased four aod a third million
dollers.

BUTTE, Jsn. 3.—To save enough
money in one year to furnish the new
county court house was an importaot
phase of the idea entertslned yester-
day by the members of the board of

y commissi s, when an order
was lesued upon sll county officials
that fromfJanuary 2, 1913, aad on, no
deputies otber than those allowed by
law will be paid out of the county’s
funds. The commiseioners figure that
in thle maoner the county's expense
will be reduced approximately 838,-
000 per year.

HELENA, Jan. 4. —Approval of the
commutation of the eeatence of Al-
bert J. Beckman, ‘‘Montana’s Jean
Val Jean," granted by Actiog Gov-
erpor Leighton in November, was the
last act of the board of pardons that
retired tonight. The approval ia sub-
ject to the condition that Beckman
leave the state and never return.

GREAT FALLS, Jan. 4 —After a
few hours llloess of acute gastritis,
Apndrew P. McAnelly, a well-known
attorney of Cascade county, died at
hie home In Belt at an early hour thie
moroiog. He was takea i1l after re-
tirlog Friday night and the 'physician
who was called reached his bedside
10 minutzs before be died, Mr. Me-
Avelly had been in Montana 30 years
residing 1o Red Lodge and Big Timber
before comiog to Cascade county 17
years ago.

BUTTE, Jan, 6,—As a result of a
two daye’ war being waged between
cattle and sheep owners on the ranges
near Feeley, just south of Butte, 120
sheep have been killed by cyanide
poisonlog. John Anderson, whose
band of 2,000 woolles has been attack-
ed, has apealed to the suthorities.

HAMILTON, Jan, 6,—Willlam Alex-
ander Pound, 15 moaths old child of
Mr. !and Mrs H. C. Pound of this
place, was instantly killed when the
water froot in the kitchen range ex-
ploded. The child was sitting in a
chair near the front of the stove and
his little body was crushed agalnst
the wall. Pleces of the stove were
driven through the kitchen wall and
whole kitchen was wrecked.

BUTTE, Jan. 6.—Mike Miller today
was placed under arrest here, charged
with haviog obtaloed furs valued at
81,200, Miller ia alleged to have re-
presented himeelfl as the agent for L.
N. Lewls & Co. of Pocatello, buying
furs throughout the country. Miller,
instead of shipplog the furs to that
firm, is is alleged, would send that
company worthless skine and retaln
the valuable opes for himeelf. He
was arrested in an express company
office as he was about to recelpt for a
consignment of furs worth seeveral
bundred dollars.

Montana’s Coal Output.

HELENA, Jan, 4.--Depsite the fact
that in 1911 and 1912 Montana pro-
duced 6,057,186 tone of coal, exceeding
by 545,261 tons the production for any
previous two-year period, the demands
of the stato are not being exclusively
supplied by Its own mines, according
to the biennial report of Ssate Coal
Minlog Inspector J. B, McDermots.

‘“The year witnessed the largest
yleld from our coal mines in our his-
tory," writee Mr. MoDermott, ‘‘and
we are not supplylog our own de-
mands from the product of Montana
coal mines. Those of our coal opera-
tors who have in some measure aaticl-
pated the wants and demands of the
public snd developed their mines, are
io a position today to fill large orders
and are getting the lion's share of the
trade; If the smaller operators would
push development and keep it In ad-
vance of production, especially dur-
iog the warmer months when there fs
lefe demand for the coal, the produc-
tion would be greater and more men
would be employed duriog the rush
season. The mioes outside the state
would not be able to enter snd com-
pete for local or home trade.’’

Carbon, Cascase and Musselshell
counties produce the bulk of the coal

in Montana.

For HOLIDAY....
SUGGESTIONS

SEE OUR—

CLOTHING
DEPARTMEN

We are showing a new line of

NOVELTIES

SEE OUR WINDOW DISPLAY

I

T. C. Power & Bro., L.'td

SHG

JOS. SULLIVAN

—DEALER IN—

Farm Implements, Mitchell Line of Vehicles
SADDLERY and HARNESS GOODS

J. I. CABE Plows and Cultivators

The choice of a man who knows. Made in a great variety of sizes
and styles that fill every requirement
I will be pleased to show you the many good features on these
popular plows and cultivators. Also the Thomas single disc drills, the
best drill on the market. Let me show you the many reasons.
Agent for the Twin City Gas Tractor, the best engine money can
§ buy. You should see this line before you purchase. Seeing is believing.
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