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ARMY OF “EASY MARKS"

—

In the past three years the people
of this country have been swindled
out of $183,000,000 by persons who
have been arrested for using the mails
to defraud. This Information is de-
rived from an examination of the rec-
ords of the postoffice inspectors in
New York city,

VOTING BY MAIL

It is commonly conceded that the
prohlems of good government are in-
timately if not vitally connected with
the problem of getting good citizens
to vote, If it were possible to secute
the =ound, soher, mature opinion of
wen and women on the questions
that seriously ai'ect them through
'the processes of administration. there
:would be a truer democracy i tois
,country than was ever hoped for. As
long as elections can be carried by
manipulation of the emotional and
. susceptible group of voters, just that
long will there be misgovernment antd

_the election of mere politicians to
This huge sum was ' gffice.

obtained by persons arrested, and '";~ Technically, of course, “good citi-

addition there were hundreds of other
“get-rich-quick” operators who eluded
the postal authorities. The aggregate
number of “Easy Marks" would make

a good sized army, says the Helena |

Record.

The report of the postal inspectors
shows that over fifty varleties of
schemes are in vogue by swindlers
who obtain their victims through the
mail. The schemes range from ob-
taining two-cent stamps dishonestly
to the mulcting of the public to the
tune of millions in & single enterprise,
Worthless stock-selling schemes are
in the lead. Year after year there ap-
pear tens of thousands of men and
women in the United States who are
perfectly willing to send their money
to men in distant cities, about whom
they know aboslutely nothing, except
the lurid lies which these men tell
about themselves and their compan-
jes’ stock in their own letters and cir-
culars.

Fake land schemes make up another
numerous and remunerative class of
swindle. Sales of worthless medicines
and medical appliances net a great
deal of money. The report lists the
following among the schemes worked
less frequently: Fake horse and ath-
letic contests, fake banks, fake em-
ployment, fake C. O. D. express pack-
ages, fake sale of state rights, fake
sale of various articles ranging from
dogs to peanuts, fake home purchas-
ing investment contracts, fake silk
dealers, green goods, fake loan
schemes, and requests for rewards for
lost articles alleged to have heen
found.

But all these varieties of swindle
are insirnificant money getters com:
pared to stock swindles. In oune par-
ticular stock swindle, it is estimated
that the promoters filched {iom the
public approximately $6,000.000.

CONGRESSIONAL GRAFT

The United Sttes senate did itself
credit when it abolished the tele-
graph franking graft, which has ex-
isted for so many years that it had at-
tained a semblance of respectability.

zens" are not good citizens if they
neglect or refuse to vote. Actually,

'however. the exercise of the franchise

{s hedged about with so many incon-
veniences and discomforts that busy
men are reluctant to make the sacri-
fice required. There is a large part
of the voting population in every com-
munity that is easily aroused by sen-
sationalism and appeals to class con-
sciousness. These voters respond
readily to the methods of “campaign-
ing"” which cater frankly to prejudice
and passion. The worst fault that
can be laid at the doors of the non-
voters is that they are passive, that
they do not get “stirred up” and that
they are willing to allow the poli-
ticlans to have their way so long as
that way does not too plainly inter-
fere with the non-voters' immediate
interests, It requires something very
unusual to arouse the full voting
strength of any city or community.

The movement now taking form in
some states to enable voters to cast
their ballots through the malils is not
exactly new. It was suggested a long
time ago, but naturally was not in-
dorsed enthusiastically by the politi-
clans. The “fixers” and “heelers” and
“bosses” with pet schemes never want
to get out the “silent vote.” But the
voting by mail idea has grown in pop-
ular favor of recent years. Kansas
and one or two other states permit
traveling men and those who are
away from their homes on business
or pleasure to cast their ballots by
mail. In New York and Massachus-
etts there have been mail primaries
that were clean and unchallegned.

The one big objection to mail vot-
ing has been that it necessarily elim-
inates the sacred secrecy of the bal-

lot. But the secrecy of the ballot is
wholly ficticlous, The cumbersome
Australian system and its varlous

modifications do not insure or pretend
to insure secrecy to the voter, But it
is not at all certain that a method may
not be devised which will make bal-
lots by mail more secret than ballots
cast under the present system.

In any event, the voter who could
sit down in the quiet and seclusion of

In prohibiting members from using a
telegraph franking privilege in the
transaction of either private or public
bhusiness the senate went even further
than the critics of the system would
have asked. The abuse of the privi-
lege has been for the most part con-
fined to the practice of compelling the
government to pay for the transaction
of private business of congress. There
is no greater reason for the people|
paving the telegraph bills of senutors
and representatives than for payving
their house rent or thelr grocery bills,

Elimination of the private graft is
such a long step in the right direction
that the people probably would not
have objected to a continued use of
the franking privilege for the trans-
action of public business, and it may
turn out that the interests of the pub-
lie will suffer somewhat from a radi-
cal curtailment of this privilege,
which is more an official convenience
than a personal perqusite. If congress
men must pay for the dispatches per-
taining wholly to public matters it is
very reasonable to suppose that they
will send fewer telegrams,

That the spirit of franking reform
is rife is still further indicated by
the propesition to restriet the mail

frank to 3600 a yvear. Even with this
restriction the people would have to
pay in round numbers $250,000 an-

nually for mailing documents, speech-
es and sundry publications—to say
nothing of the seed graft, an over-
whelming proportion of which is ab-
solutely wasted. There would be n
still further saving of huge sums by
reducing the quantity of these docu-
ments, which are printed at public ex-
pense. Carloads of utterly useless
printed matter are now franked every
year, and other carloads of almost
equally useless “garden seeds” add to
the burden which this form of “graft”
places upon the people.

There is no sane reason for clog-
ging the waste baskets of the coun-
try with hundreds of thousands of
dollars’' worth of publications that are
never read. There is no sane reason
why the people should pay any por-
tion of the campaign expenses of sen-
ators and representatives by permit.
ting them to frank speeches which are
neither delivered by the speakers nor
read by the constituents.

The abolition of the telegraph frank-
ing graft, the mailing frank graft, the
free seed graft, the dishonest mileage
graft and possibly smaller similar
raids upon the pocketbook of the peo-
ple would effect some very salutary
and welcome reforms. The entering
wedge seems to have been driven, and
the country will await the outcome of
this very agreeable and more than
timely awakening of the congressional
conscience—a quality, attribute or
possession, whichever it may be, of
whose existence serious doubts have
been entertained for a good many
years.—Kansas City Journal.

A New Yorker with nine wives Ix
charged with nonsupport. Unless he's
a milllonnlre we shonld think the ae-
cusation reasonuble.

his home and mark his ballot with
care and deliberation could more near-
ly register his will than when he is
hurried, harassed and confused in his
efforts to vote intelligently in a poll
ing booth, The polling places, how-
ever, would still be open for those wlo
preferred to vote that way, of course.

The Electric Locomotive

The electric locomotive is like the
steam locomotive in only one respect
—it is used to haul passenger and
freight cars. The steam locomotive
is nothing more or less than a com-
pact power house on wheels, The fuel
is carried in a tender, the water in a
tank., The coal is burned under a
boiler which produces steam, his
steam is utilized, through the mediur
of a steam engine, to turn the driving
wheels. The steam locomotive gen-
erates power enough to drive itsell
along and to haul a heavy load, if the
grade is not too steep.

Now the electric locomotive is not
a power house on wheels, It produces
no eleetricity. It merely receives the
electricity, from a third rail, or an
overhead trolley wire, and transforms
it into mechanical energy through the
medium of electric motors, The ac-
tual power is produced at permanent
power house located miles away, Here
the coal is burned to make the steam,
the steam passed through huge steam
turbine engines to produce the elec-
trical energy. This electrical energy
is sent out to the locomotives through
the third rall or overhead trolley sys-
tem,

The electric locomotive can be made
more powerful and compact than the
steam locomotive because it does not
have to haul fuel and water to make
ifts own power. The locomotive Is

powerful electric motors which are
geared to the driving wheels. The
amount of electricity picked up from
the third rail can be changed into
driving energy with very little loss,
whereas the steam locomotive utilizes
but a very small percentage of the en-
ergy stored in the coal, Of course
the electric locomotive Is also equip-
ped with air brake systems, with bell

steam locomotive.

Backwoods Marriage Service

Western official—Do you take this
woman whose hand you're squeezin'
to be your lawful wife, in flush times
an’' skimp?

“I reckoa that's about the size of it
squire.”

“Do you take this man you've joined
fists with to be your pard through
thick an' thin?"

“Well, you're about right for once,
old man.”

“All right then. Kiss in court an' 1
reckon you're married about as tight
as the law can jine you. [ guess four
bits'll do, Bill, if T don't have to kiss
the bride. If I do it's six bits extra.”

Fine Book and Job Printing a spec-
falty at the River Press office.

merely a hollow shell housing several

whistles, etc,, just the same as the
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SANATE MOVES SLOWLY

Canal Tolls Repeal Bill Delayed By
Public Hearings

Washington, April 7.—Fifteen d.ys'
of public hearings beginning April 9, |
on the Simms bill to repeal the Pan-
ama tolls exemption were decided on'
today by the senate canals commit-
tee. |

Administration supporters pressing |
for a minimum of delay in getting the
Sims bill out of committee professe
to be satisfied with the plan, for 17
days of hearings provided added time !
was not reserved for consideratfon of
the bill after proceedings are over.
The hearings will give opportunity for
threshing out various amendments,|
principal among them, one to re-affirm
the sovereignity of the United State-|
over the canal zone and its right under |
treaty to grant an exemption to conn-!
wise ships if it is desired to do so.

The controversy continued to eclipsc
all other business in the senate cham-|
ber. Senator Works, republican, of
California, made a long speech ana-
lyzing the treaty obligations of the
United States,

The granting of these exemptions
is purely a domestic matter said he,
“There could be no discrimination
against Great Britain because no for-
eign nation can enter into the coast-
wise trade. Some of our own repre-
sentatives have out-Britished the Brit-
ish in their claims for that nation."

By a vote of 35 to 37, the first taken
in the senate on the Panama tolls ex-
emption controversy, Senator Poin-
dexter's resolution asking President
Wilson for an explanation of the lan-
guage of his repeal message, was re-
ferred to the foreign relations commit-
tee.

Used Mails to Defraud

New York, April 7.—Seven officers
and agents of the Sterling Debenture
company received today prison sent-
ences of from 3 to 6 years for using;
the United States mails to defraud.
investors in the stock of enterprises
promoted by their corporation. In
sending them to the federal peniter-
tiary at Alanta, Judge Anderson in the
United States district court said that
although the defendants maintained
that they are pennliess they had in
fact made millions at the expense of
thousands of victims throughout the'
country.

Benjamin Mudge, president of the
Oxford Linen Mills of North Brook-
field, Mass,, was given a four years'
term. He was a chemist and invent-

or, whose alleged discovery of a pro-/ °d in the senate was again reported

cess to make flax yarn from flax|
straw at an enormous saving was duly,
advertised by the company in its cam-'
paign for the sale of the Oxford Linen!
mills stock.

Women Candidates Defeated
Chicago, April 7.—Fewer than 100,

000 of the 217,614 women eligible to' actual expenses were voted down, as
vote took advantage of their newly, they have been for years previously.!

gained suffrage, and voted in the muni-
cipal election today. None of the nine
women candidates for places in the!
city council were elected, and in most

cases the women candidates received ments was favorably reparted today |

only a scattering even of the women
votes. |

In the First ward, where surrrage"qulre full damages for livestock an( s———————

and civie socleties had combined their
strength to aid Miss Marion Drake,'
who opposed “Bathhouse” John Cough-'
lin, who for a score of vears has rep-
resented the ward, Coughlin won by
nearly 4,000 votes, He defeated Miss
Drake 3 to 1, and received nearly
twice as many women's votes as his
opponent. The women voters concen-
trated their strength on questions of
public policy submitted on a separate
ballot.

Indict Bankrupt Merchants

New Yark, April 7.—Fourteen new
indictments against Henry Seigel and’
Frank E. Vogel, heads of the bank-,
rupt Seigel enterprises, were handed
in today in connection with the fail-

had been controlled by them. The in-
violations of the state banking law.

The grand larceny charges deal with
$625,000 alleged to have been obtained |
by means of false statements, Those1
for violations of the state banking
law charge that the men accepted de-,
posits for the bank after insolvency.
Three other indictments charging the
same crimes have already been re-'
turned against the men.

Two Bank Robbers Killed |

|

New Hazelton, B. C., April 7.—Two
bandits were killed at 10:30 o'clock|
this morning in a battle between a,
band of robbers and a large posse otl
citizens following the hold-up of the i
Union Bank of Canada branch here.
Six men men held up the bank and
four got away with $1,200 cash A
posse is pursuing them.

The bank which {8 a substantial
building of log construction standing
by f{tself apart from other bulldings
| had opened only a few minutes for
business today when the robbers ap-
peared. Two men armed with rifles
sauntered up the road, two others
came from the woods at the rear of
the bank and two more came from
another direction.

Import British Cattle

Let Us Send the Montana Book
to Your Friends Back East

YOU know of friends back East who would do better in

Montana—who you'd like to see miove west and settle
in this great state of yours.

Let us have the names of those pcople—and let us send them, with-
out cost to you or to them, the Great Northern’s MONTANA BOOIS.

It is an interesting, handsome book—36 pages with many pictures—

brimful of facts about Montana and its Opportunities.

It tells all

about the various live counties and towns along the Great Northern,

the big crops, the

Homestead lands,

the irrigation projects, the

experiences of Montana folks who have made good—the whole story.

You want Montana to be a still bigger and better state.

You can help to make it

so by sending us these names. Just clip the coupon and mail today.

E. C. LEEDY,

General Immigration Agent,

ST. PAUL, MINN.

Name

E. C. LEEDY, Gen'l Immig. Agt.,

Great Northern Ry., St. Paul, Minn,
Please send Montans Book to

N

State

-

M.N. P.

, Walter Lester

New York, April 7.—Six hundred
and forty-elsht head of J:ave; and|
Guernsey cattle valued at $700 000 ar-,
rived today in New York on the steams,
ship Minnewuska from ti.c British]
fsles. This is the first shinent of
cattle arriving here from alnoad for
nearly nine months, lmportntimmlm\'-;
ing been checked by the federal quar-
antine enforced because of ihe preva
lence of disease,

Washington News Notes

Washington, April 7.—The women
suffrage amendment recently defeat-

to that body today by the suffrage

committee and was placed on the cal-

endar. Senator Hoke Smith gave no-
tice that he would raise a point of
order against it.

After three hours of hot debate the
house refused to cut the mileage al-
lowances for congressmen. All pro-
posals for reducing the allowances to

Twenty cents a mile {s the present
scale.

The Cummins bill to make common
carriers liable for full value of ship-

from the senate interstate commerce
committee with amendments to re-

making certain exceptions where the
nature of the improvements is con-
cealed or the interstate commerce
commission places a rate on certain
values,

Robbers Stole Ballots
Decatur, 111, April 7.—Town Clerk
dashed into police
headquarters at Pana early today and
reported that he had been held up by
26 armed men and robbed of 3,000
election ballots, As a result Pana
township may not be able to vote on
the liquor question today.

Printers had been working all night
to get out the liquor question ballots.
As soon as printed they were entrust-

| ed to Lester and he started to his office
ure of the Henry Seigel & Co. private, With them. He said he was unable to|
bank and the department stores which - identify any of the men. The attack pids.
jcame after a vigorous attempt made
dictments charged grand larceny and, to keep the “wet” and “dry" off the|

ballot.

No Action Against Beef Trust

Washington, April 8.—Unless de-
partment of justice agents receive
new evidence in connection with al-
leged control of the so-called Ameri-
can beef trust of beef imported into
the United States from the Argentine

|repubuc. it is not probable that ac-

tion will be taken under the Sherman
anti-trust act against the packers to
curtail their South American activi-
ties. Investigation of contracts Am-

erican packers have for refrigerating

space on steamships plying between
Argentina and the United States, it
was sald, however, failed to show any-
thing unusual or in contravention of
the anti-trust act.

Will Prevent Water-Logging

Billings, April 8.—For completion
of a drainage system on the Huntley
project between $125,000 and $150,000
will be expended by the reclamation
service during the next 18 months, ac-
cording to H. N. Savage, supervising
engineer for the northern division of
the project. The work, according to
Mr. Savage, when completed, will ef-
fectively prevent water-logging of the
land.

A portion of the new work will be
done by contract, if bids are satisfac-
tory, and the rest by the government.
Already 15% miles of these drains
have been constructed. Construction
of the drains will require a large or-
ganization of men and machinery. On

the Milk river project, Mr. Savage 2

says $1,250,000 will be spent in 1914,

All the news in the River Press.

Stickney GasolineEngin

ARF THE BEST

£,

No. 51

Be Progressive

A man can thrash his grain with a flail—
But time costs money and it doesn't pay—

You can do your work without a Stickney
Gasoline Engine—But it will cost you time and money.

Jos. Sullivan

EXCLUSIVE AGENT EEE——

Jos. Sullivan -

Notice of Sale of Bonds

Notlee is hereby glven, that the Trus-

tees of School District Number 27, o
Chouteau county, Montana, will, pursu-
| ant to an election held in sald district on
the 7th day of March, 1614, for the pur-
pose of determining whether such bonds
should Issue or not, sell to the highest
bidder for cash the bonds of sald dis-
| triet In the sum of $1500.00, divided Into

10 nd certificates of the r value of
$150.00; such bonds being Issued for a
rerlud of 10 years, and being redeemable
n 5 years, and to draw interest at the
rate of 6 per centum per annum,

Sald bonds ave issued for the gursooe
of purchasing n school site, and bullding
a school house and furnighing same.
|  Bids will be recelved and opened on
| the 5th day of May, 1914, at 2 o'clock p,
{ m., at the house of the Clerk of Distric
No. 27, Tunis, Montana.

Bids for such bonds may be sent by
mail addressed to the undersigned, same
to be enclosed in seal envelope, and mark-

“Bid for Bonds,” All bids to be for
| not less than the par value of such bonds.

The Board of Trustees of said District
reserve the right to reject any and all

tees of School District No, 2
Dated April 2, 1014,
MRS, C. H. SMITH,
| Clerk of School District No. 27, Address
| Tunis, Montana,
| Flest publication April 2, 1914,

SHERIFF'S SALE

In the district court of the twelfth
udicial district of the state of Montana,
n and for the County of Chouteau.

Charles T. Hallowell, plaintiff, vs. Jos-
eph F. Allard and Holda Alard, defend-
ants

nts.
To be sold at sherifi’'s sale, on the 26th
day of April, A. D. 1914, at 3:00 o'clock

. ‘'m.,-at front door of court house, in
he sald county of Chouteau, the fol-
lowing descri property:

The northeast quarter (NE%) of sec-
tion twenty-three (23), township twenty-
eight (28) north, range one eas
Montana meridian, containing one hun-

an xty (1 Aacru. according to
the official plat of the survey of the said
land returned to the general land office
by the survevor general. Also all water
rights, franchises, dams, reservoirs, dikes,

~

nd.
Dated this 4th day of April, A. D. 1814,
oM, ROGERS, Sheriff.
By C. WILSON, Under Sherift,
Cooper & Stephenson, attorneys for
plaintify.
First publication April 4, 1914,

Notice to Stockmen

We have just received a shipment of
cholce tg'ouur thoroughbred horthorn
bulls and heifers. These are fine animals
and anyone in need of this kind of stock
would do well to come and look them
We can satisfy as to quality and

GRE. ALLS MEAT CO.
RRST Great Falls, Mont.

over.
price.

Notice of Annual Mesting

The stockholders of the Shonkin Stock
association are kercby notified that the
annual meeting of the above ussociation
will be held at the office of the secretaiy
at Fort Benton, Montana, on Saturdiy,
April 25, 1814, at 12 o'clock M. for the
urpose of electing nine directors 10
serve for the term of one year, and fur
the transaction of any other business
:lmt may properly come hefore the meet-
ug.

e GEO, Pres.

THOS, A Secrelary.

1.. OVERFIELD,
CUMMINGS,

By order of the Board of 8chool 'l‘run-l
LB

ditches, flumes and other improvements
on, belonging to, ludlnf to or in anyway
connect with the sald land. !

Fort Benton, Mont,

Huvre list No. 07142
Great Fulls list No. 020454

Notice for Publication

Non coal

U. 8. Land Office at Havre, Montanu,
April 7, 1914,
Notice is hereby given that
FANNIE WATSON,
of Colony Bay, Montana, who, on June
21st, 1910, made 160-acre homestead en-
try serlal No. 020464, receipt No, 605114
for northeast quarter (NE), section 32,
township 27 north, ra 9 east, Montana
meridian, has filed notice of intention to
make final three year proof, to establish
claim to the land above described, be-
fore A. L. Sutherland, U. 8, commission-
er, at Colony Buy, Montana, on the 18th

;Iuy o{ May, 1914, by two of the follow-
rit H
nx‘l-‘.“m'eu. C. R. Waters, both ot

Montana, Hattle Watson, of Col-

4‘12)' han\l. %lonlnna, Yettie Flowers, of
ma, Montana.

M. W. HUTCHINSON, Register.

Notice for Publication
1°. 8. Land Office at Great Falls, Mon

tuna, April 7, 1914,
Notice is hereby lgl\'eu that =
EDWARD L. EATHERAGE, ..
of Virgelle, Montana, who, July ¢

on -
1610, made homestead entry serial No,
012157, for Elp 8W1i, and BEY, section
24, N% SEY, section 25, township 23
north, range 10 east, Montana meridian,
has filed notice of intentlon to make
three year proof, to establish claim to the
land above described before John G.
Chancellor, U. 8. commissioner, at hia
office, at Virgelle, Montana, on the 2ist
day of May, 1814,
Claimant names as witnesses:
Malcolm Currie, Charles A. Lovinger
; ¥, Blankenbaker, R. L. Thompson, all
of Virgelle, Montana.
R. N. SUTHERLIN, Register.

SHERIFF'S SALE

In the district court of the Twelfth
udiclal district, state of Montana, in and
or the County of Chouteau.

George A. Bnker.dplalnuﬂ. vs. Margar-
et E. gummlngnnn John H. Cummings,
Boration A" J. TBehmidt,

ration, A. J. Be
unsmore and G. W. Ryan, defendants,

o be sold at sheriff’s sale, on the 25th
day of April, A. D. 1814, at 2:00 o'clock

. 'm., at the front door of court house,
rn the -sld ciounly of Chouteau, the fol-
lowl escr property:

Thne' southwest quarter (SWi) of the
southwest guarter (SW), section one
T tnon:‘\'l-'::e") (‘\-z'c)tlon eleven

uarter (3 5
gorthwan quarter (NW¥) of the north-
west quarter (NW), section twelve (12),
all in township twenty-seven (27) north,
of range twelve (12) east, Montana meri-
dian, containing one hund and sixty
acres of land, more or less, according to
the official survey thereof, t
all water rights, dams, dite
and reservoirs now on sald land or ap-
portalnln{ thereto, together with all ten-
ements, hereditameni® and appurtenan-
ces lhere‘unlo belonging or in any wise
up&erln ning.
nted this 4th day of April, A. D. 1914
1. M. ROGERS, Sherift
By C. WILSON, Under Sheriff.

Freeman and Thelen, attorneys for
plaintiff.

First publication April 4, 1914,

House for Rent

For rent, n five-room house well lo-
cated on upper Front street.  Address
H., River I'ress office,

House for Rent

A five-room  house on  Washington

street, with modern conveniences. Address

M., River Press ofice



