Winter Wheat on the W. X, Sudduth Farm near Lavina.

FARIING ON THE BEACH LAND

By Dr. W. X. Sudduth, Billings, Montana

How to Select the Homestead.

As livestock is a necessary adjunct
to the highest success in farming in
the semi-arid belt, a location should
be made adjacent to as much free range
as possible. Naturally this will take
the settler into the more broken sections
of the country, where he can find some
smooth land on the bench or along
some small stream, where small diver-
sion dams may be put in and flood
walers turned out on small bottoms for
orchard and garden, thus insuring a
comfortable home life, as plenty of
domestic and stock water is absolutely
essential to success.

When to Come.

The new settler should move onto
the land he intends to improve by No-
vember 1 at the latest. It would be
better for him to be there by October
l, 50 as to get up his house before
winter sets in, although in this section
of Montana people winter in tents and
do not suffer greatly. Stll, to a per-
son coming from the more humid east
the better plan is to put up as com-
forlable a house as he can afford. Dur-
ing the winter months material can be
gotten on the ground for stables, cor-
rals and fencing, and the early spring

months can thus be left free to break
up the new sod. If a person waits un-
til spring to move onto his claim, too
often the summer is well along before
he has gotten up his house, stables and
corrals, and the dry weather sets in
before he fairly gets started breaking,
and the result is he loses a whole year.
Quifit Required.

Let us suppose then that the new
settler has moved onto his claim in
October, has gotten his building well
out of the way and is ready to start in
breaking by the middle of March, or
by the first of April at the latest. His
horses should have been grained all
winter, and thus be in good shape for
a good spring’s work. He should have
at least four good 1,400-pound horses
to put a I4-inch sulky plow, and five
would be better; he would thus have
an extra horse lo change off with and
run his seeder. He should plow shal-
low, say 21/ to 3 inches, if his sod is
tough, and should roll each half day’s
breaking before leaving the field, so
as to secure a 501:] l'l'lu]c]'l and COnserve
all the moisture that may fall during
the spring and summer. He should
count on getting 60 days' breaking
durmg Aprll May and June, besides

doing the other work needed to be
done. [If he averages 21/ acres per
day and attends to the other work that
must be done to put in a crop he will
do well. This should give him 150
acres broken up and leave him 10 acres
wild pasture on his homestead, which
will be all that he will need if he fol-
lows “soiling methods™ of handling his
livestock. The plan as here outlined
presupposes that the settler has bought
ten grade Jersey heifers, bred to calves
in March, and ten Doroc Jersey gilts,
bred to pigs in April, out with him in
his car; also brought corn enough with
him to run him through the frst winter
and spring. His horses he had better
purchase where he locates, as horses
brought from the states do not do well
the first season and will not stand up to
the spring work like horses that are ac-
climated.

What Crops to Put In.

Now as to crops to be put in to
take care of the amount of livestock
above described. In the first place, on
the first breaking, artichokes should be
dropped in every second furrow close
up to the edge of the sod. Two fur-
rows should then be plowed and an-
other row of tubers planlcd. The rows
would then be 28 inches apart, which
would give them plenty of room. The
sod should be rolled so as to make a
perfect sod mulch, and the pulverizer
run over it once, which is all the at-
tention the crop will need, as there will
be no weeds the first season. At leasl
five acres of the very first plowing
should be put into artichokes and the
next ten acres should be put into po-
tatoes. Under suitable conditions the
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The next crop to put in is Canadian
peas.  For these the sod should be
single dicked. Twenty-five acres of |
peas sown broadcast and then disked ||
in for hay and then 25 acres that arc
lintended to thresh should be drilled in
with a Planet Junior seeder, driven by
a sngle horse. Twenty-five acres
should be put in roots, such as sugar
beet, turnsips, carrots and rutabagas
| Five acres should next be put in soy |
beans,
wt in bald batley.

T{‘H acres can bhe

wres should be seeded to alfalfa,
r00d stand of alfalfa can be gotten on |
od just as easy as a stand of flax,
The seed bed for this latter should be |
horoughly rrepared by disking and
Sarrowine, pad the seed drilled in and
'm"-’\v.'r."[ a' ance, nftnr \'.'|'|i1'|.1 ]"‘ musl |
ot be interfered with by harresvine
as the plant is very tender and is easil
broken off. It will not furnish much
‘orage the first year, and liogs and cat-
le and horses must be kept off it.
chickens will, however, enjoy it and
‘¢pay in abundant eggs. The second
eason it will furnish a soil crop for
zows and hogs during the summer and
hay for winter. In this connection I

v

will furnish all the soil crop needed the
first year, The land that has been in
roots and peas can be back set in the
fall and farmed the second vear the
same as if it had b-en suamer fal-
lowed. This would give nearly 90
acres the second season for barley or!
macaroni wheat. The 30 acres of
barley and macaroni wheat land, which
should be fall plowed, can be used for
roots, peas and tubers the second sea-
son. By growing a succession of inter- |
tilled crops the land can be cropped |
every year, or at least three crops out|
of four yars can be grown successfully. |
After the first year, however, all root
crops, peas and beans should be drilled
in rows, so they can be tilled.

What Returns May Be Expected.

Let us se what returns should be
reasonably expected from 160 acres
the first year, First, as to the amount
of foliage to be raised the hrst year:

Twenty-five acres of Canadian peas
cut for hay would yield five tons per
acre, making 125 tons, worth at the
lowest $5 a ton, or $525. Twenty-|
five acres of peas, left to ripen, \\'r)u!d|
yield seed worth $375, and some hay.
Five acres of soy beans would yield|
seed worth $125. Five acres of a|'li-|
chokes would yield, at a low estimate,
75 bushels, and ten acres of potatoes
would yield a similar amount. The
fifteen acres of tubers then would give
1,000 bushels, worth 50 cents a bushel
or $500.

Five tons to the acre would be a
low yield for the root crops. and as
twenty-five acres were to be put in this
character of crops, and they are worth
$5 per ton for feeding livestock, the
roots alone would give, say, $625.

The barley would yield twenty-five
bushels on sod, making 625 bushels,
worth 75 cents a bushel, or $400;
and the ten acres of macaroni wheat
would vield 250 bushels, at 60 cents
per bushel, or $150. The alfalfa
would not yield any cash returns I}rr|
first year. I

The secret of success the first sea-
son lies in shallow plowing and imme- |
diately rolling the sod, so as to form|
a sod mulch that serves to conserve the |
moisture and makes success possible t]n‘|
first year. |
By following out a system as above |
outlined the new settler can make good |
the very first year, and by the l|1|rd|
year he will be ahead and ready to
buy out his less provident neighbor,
who is depending on grain crops alone. ]

Twenty-five acres can then he i
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| attnibuted his success to thoroughness,
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gated lands, Dry
order to succeed
Where the
.nL[) and diligently
¢ there are too
Z les of eplendid
na dry lands to war-
; von that they can not be
fully farmed. To make these
oduce good crops observe
poirts:

Water is essential,

You can store water by tillage.
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]r};}; he got 30 bushels o | Seven to ten inches more water

wheat per acre on 700 acres m] in| ¢ found underneath a surface which

1908 he got 46 bushels per acre on | s summer tilled than beneath

300 acres, and made $14,000 alove ce adjoining.

expenses, Eed i mr-.}u-s deep.
Four harrowings last May and June| 3. Harow immicdiately after plow-
increased his crop [’; |.,~JI s per acre | 02, before the Furrows. dry out.

aver that of his neichbor who folloy dl 6. Keep a dust mulch by harrow-

Campbell up to that point hut hadn't|inz dusing the summer, Don't let
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the nerve to draw his young grain. ‘\wrw]s grow and waste the soil water.

8. Harrow the grain in the spring.
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HARLOWTON HIDE FUR & WOOL CO.

. MEAD; Prop.
PHONE BLACK 51 HARLOWTON, MONT,

FOR

Ice Cream, Candy,
Tobacco,

Books,
Notions

Stationery,
Cigars, Drugs and

GO TO

T. R. PORTER Confectionery

BON BON CONFECTIONERY

Candies
Cigars
Fruits
Stationery
News Stand

Many different kinds of drinks to be
had at a First Class Soda Fountain.

JOHNSON & FOLEY, Props. Harlowton, Montana

Milwaukee & St.

Railway

Carrles compartment and standard sieepers, buffet-library-smoking

Paul

car, free reclining chair ear, dining car and day coaches.

Request the ticket agent to route you via the Chicago, Milwaukee
& St. Paul Rallway and you will have the privilege of riding on

The Pioneer Limited or any one of the numerous excellent

trains of this rallway,

Write or telegraph collect for berth reservations.

W. B. DIXON
Assistant General Passenger Agent
365 Robert St., St. Paul

Montana, by W. X.

Fleld of Turkey Red Winter Wheat,

200 acres raised at Broadview Farm, 17 miles south of Lavina,
This field averages thirty bushels to the acre,

10 Crop,
Hll[iilu] b




