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NewA of a general reduction in

frieight rates from eastern'points to

Montana will be welcomed by

,every one in Montana outside of

railway officials. This cut was

ordered by the railroad commiss-

ioners to conform with the reduct-

ion made by the railroads from

Chicago and Twin City points to

Seattle and the coast. It amounts

to a general average of 260%.

When a human fiend acts as did

the one in Calumet, Mich., when

he ran into the hall, that was filled

with women and children and

yelled "Fire," hanging is too easy

a death for such a cur. A Christ-

mas tree had been erected in the

hall, and, no doubt, slimly decor-

ated as the miners there have been

on strike for some months which

has emptied, or nearly so, their

pocketbooks. Under these trying

circumstances it was a strenuous

eflfort for them to prepare this en-

tertainment for the little folks but

"Favorite"
Stoves and
Ranges

, ul

Guaranteed to keep you warm
when winter comes.
An unsurpassed line of "Favor-
ite" ranges to please the thrifty
housewife.

Remember our guarantee goes
.with everyone of our heating
stoves or ranges. Call and see
our line before purchasing.

Dreyer-Wilke
are Co.

spirtl Tliei to have a thiing" that
calls itself a man rush in there and
cry, "i'ire," which started a stam-
pedo causing fifty-nine deatha,
foerty-four~of them being children.

CHRIST AS TRADE
All the merchants report that

they had a very large trade during

the Christmas buying. Most of

them found it difficult to handle

the immense trade although: they
had prepared for it by employing

more help.

A good indication of the growth

of a town is the amount of money

taken in at the post office for the

sale of stamps. The postmaster

informs us that the revenue re-
ceivwd for stamps, from Dec. 1st
up to the beginning of this week,

was $609.67.. Whgn ybu consider
that all these stamps were sold

generally in small amounts and a

great many of them pasted on par-

eels, it will give you some idea of
the work the postmaster and his

assistants had to perform. They
showed themselves fully capable of

taking care of business. The sale

of stamps for the full month of

December 1912 was $488.05. This
year shows an increase of nearly

25%.

EVOLUTION
In the course of the transforma-

tion of a new country from a wild,

unbroken, unfenced cattle range

into a fenced and cultivated farm-

ing country, caused almost entire-

ly by the introduction of steel

rails, thereby making of value
what was formerly of little value

except for the one indust y of

cattle raising, namely, the land.

I here is bound to come, in the very

inature of things, dissolution of

once populous villages and the

construction of villages and towns
"where tbef were Thast dreaimdd d.

This condition of affairs has ac-

tually taken place in many places
in Montana among which is thelit-

tie town of White Sulphur Springs.

Once a populous and thriving burg,

frequented by wealthy cattlemen
and sheepmen, and the home of

much wealth and refinement, it

has now become an out-of-the-way

place off the main line of transpor-

tation with a tri-weekly train ser-

vice. There are, no doubt, many

sentimental reasons why some of
its old time residents want to see

4t remain on the map, but one les-

son we have learned in this life is
that progress and evolution are no

respecters of sentiment. The cold,

pitiless logic of business has never
found use for the word "sentiment."

White Sulphur Springs should

realize that her usefulness in the
evolution of this county is over as
long as she is located in such an

out-of-the-way corner, as is now the

case. Her kicking against the
pricks will not avail. The people
who are her best friends today see
th •hapdwriting on the wall, the

fiat that has gone forth in the
hearts and minds of the people

that the price they will have to

pay for their sentiment is too great
for the pockets of the taxpayers.

Old things must pass away,
The law of evolution is immutable

and unchangeable. Until White
Sulphur can find a way to place
itself on a main highway of com-
munication, it cannot expect to
hold the many advantages that

accrue to a county seat town.

Peppermint Farming.
Most of the world's peppermint is

grown on peppermint farms in Michi-
gan. Over 300,000 pounds of pepper-
mint oil. worth $5 a pound, Is produced
annually fruw the moist and black soil
of seoutIwetera Mlchigad.

By SUSAN YOuNG PORT it

It was more than bhalf atenury
that st o riesi of the, towpath were
rent. That was when the canaD bot
wits the chikf mea'ns of trspo~1
in America ;,At one tm they t
used as paspenge~ boats. 'Then. tande
competitioni with the raif[roadis. t•
sank into, fright~4gonly, and now they
have almost entirely passed away,

lb those freighting days a man namiS
Shock drove a mule on the towpath
which pulled 'a boat. Shock~ was as
homely as his name. He had never
had a sweetheart, and there was ilfte
hope of his iver having-one. for when
ever a woman looked at him she was
appalled.

There was, some three or four-hun
-

dred yards' from the canal, at abot
the center of Shock's route, a tumbre
down house' in' a sma lI lot, in one,eb'}'
er of. whicl was a pigsty. One daBi
when Shocc was trudging along :be
hind his mutle, he saw at'an opent wV
dow In the, dilapidated trap a female
figure. She was too far off for him .to
see what she looked like, but she iv'
ed something white, which Enoch to•ik
to be a tablecloth. Whether she was
-trying to flirt with 'hlm or was shai•tig
the crumbs out of the cloth he couild-
not be sure. Taking a bandanna from
his pocket he returned the wave.
Now, Enoch was 'cognizant of the

fact that be was not beautiful. His
hair was a fiery red, his nose was a
pug the color of his hair. his tntth"
were mostly gone. Had it not been
for this he might have made bold on
his return trip to give his mule a relft
and gone to tha house a-wooing. As it
was, and since this was the only
chance he had ever met, he was itwary
He thought it better to. make some
headway in lovemaking before risking.
showing the lady his homely person at'
close proximity. So, instead of stol A
ping when he passed again, having
provided himself with a boy's blow:"
gun, he fired a wad of paper at her

`

which being unrolled revealed the fol
lowing note:

I seen you at yure winder yistaday andi
wood like .verry much to mak yure ac;
qualntenc.

The lady was watching for the boat
on its return trip, and when Enoch
fired his note at her she saw it fall
near her house and, going out. picked
It up and read it. But by this time
Enoch had gone on his way.

When Enoch passed the house again
he saw large letters chalked against
the house, which, though it had been
originally white, not having been paint:
ed in twenty years, was now a dull
brown. The letters were plainly visi-
ble from the canal, and Enoch read:"

c} qan't-aee (What; youJ.lok keltfp'
yece, but you may be a decent lookin fe -
lor and If you Sir you kin come and se0.:
rMe.

This reply was rather a setback to
one who knew full well that he was
homely as a hedgehog. The communl
cation was brief, and it contained ex
actly what Enoch would have preferred
that it should not contain. The lady
evidently was looking for a haIdsome
man. The message convinced him
that he was right in not permitting her
to see him close by before he had
stirred up some sentiment which might
lead her to overlook in a measure h•i
homeliness.

Enoch's next love letter was written
in lampblack on several boards nailed
tbgether and set up on the deck of his
canalboat facing the house of his. in
amorata. It read:

If you air a purty woman I wood be hap-
py to stop over. Hain't got no use for
ugly wimmen.

When Enoch passed the house the
next time the blinds were all closed
and no living thing was to be seen ex
cept a few chickens scratching the dirt
in the yard. Enoch was disappointed
It was plain to him that this was in
tended for a snub. On his, next trip
he wrote on his boards. "What's up?"
To which was chalked the reply
"Nothin'."

Enoch reasoned that his lady love
had been miffed at his. previous com-
munication, thinking that he had ac
cused her of being homely, but, hav
ing thought the matter over, she had:
seen his note in another light. He
began to think that "faint heart never
won fair lady" and he might as well
face the music one time as another
So be wiped the lampblack off his
boards and wrote again:

ile stop over nex' trip..
When he passed again he was atr

rayed in a store suit that had cost him
$4. His hair had been greased with a
slice of fat, and his boots had been
blacked. Stopping his mule-and the
boat when it had lost its momentum-
he proceeded to the house of his lady
love. She had been watching him
from a window and opened the door
for him.

"Laws a marayl" was her: exclama-
tion.

"By guml" was Enoch's.
The woman had lost most of the hair

on her head, which seemed to have
gone to her face. Her nose had de-
veloped abnormally under the effect of
some skin disease. She was slabsided
and angular.

She slammed the door in Enbeh's
face, who turned and, with a. melan-
choly step, went back to his boat and
started. on in his. Interminable jour-
neys back and forth. The woman
heard nothing from him for several
months, nor did he bear from her.
Then they fell into a new correspond-?
ence which led' them on and oti till
they forgot each ot9her' homelini.e:
uand wre marrie*.

Wel• k innmus r um ash pe ovnr
the Niew ear is come tow gone
)du awl hands iirludietSilks and
the catsre feeliy g ao. if they had
been soshoed threw a thredsing
machine. Silus sez that iyew stuad
yerself with turkey at krismus and

nist git ovur ithi effec't of it buy
New Years when pew load up aegin

ianddoant feel much like gow i tew
church tie next Sundyo let l nei
speak sociabull tew the preaclur.
I d•ant no but he is haff.write as
it generally takez sum time fer L's
poc•ketbook andr good teipar tew
git backi e its uzual shape.

We fisthe v got back-frum Harlo
whour we hev bean taking hour suin
andhiiz children tip tew, towxiteow
ketch there tratne. As I sed before
Jameziz a raiilrode kunddkter and
lihe nose every won of the fellows
at the staysban and interdased hus
tew every wo, dinn site. The tiane
cum along at last and aweigh they
went and I looked around fer Siles
and he wuz sittin with his legs
krossed on an express truk enewin
terbaccer and spittin awl.ovur the
nice clean platform. He wuz talkiiw
rew an injunears ioo iz called'nin.g
Ferrul and the Weigh they war
talkin near skaired, me tew deth.
Nig was tellin about the time the

qge he weU drivin on, the Jawbone
went in. the ditch nere. 2dot and
rolled ovur on him and hurt himt
mitey bad. I jist rite up and asks.
him what biziness he lied drivuri a
poor pig so far and it served him
write if he did get hurt, then Silus
and the inj unar feller laffed ax
iard as they cood and finally got
sobered up long enuff tew explane
that the word "hog" wuz a word a
injunear uses instead of engine.

I wuz goin tow go hoam write
a weigh when hoo cums along but
Mr. Hart, the agent, and a mitey
nice feller he ix tew, and asked is
if we woodent like tew see the
roundhouse and shops. Of coarse
we sed yes we woodr-be very much
orbliged tew him if he tuk us with
him on- a toor" of inspeckshui.

ei wents ovur: tew -the reWd1

beet the band and yew wood hber
thot he was borne and razed on a
railrode instead of a" ailpile. Well
we met Mr Vandurwarkur their he
is won of the big gunz and he in-
terdused us tew Mr Burrows and
he tuk us threw the place. They
hev sum mitey big injunz their and
they wur fixin sum of them up fer
repears•they sed. Enyhow we war
standin around takin in the sites
and Silus with hliz mouth wide
open as if he wur, catch in flies when
won of those injunear fellers cam
in and walked write up tew Mr
Vandurwurkur and asks him whur
his "tallow-pot" wuz. Silas is awl
weighs lookin fer a chance tow
bee a kommodatin -and he sees a
pot of grease buy his feet and he
grabbid it up and sod "hero is 1"
I thot ovury won standin around
wood hurt themselves laffin. They
laffed till they coodent stand up
and Silus now hle hed put his foot
in sumthing and he koomensed tew
get read in the face and finally he
asked them what wuz the joke.
They told him aetallowpot wuz an
Dther name for a fireman and awl
[tartid laffin agin.

I sed tew Silus he hed better go1
'outside and get sum fresh air so he
acumalong and. we wet* over and

saw the wreeklin derriek. I wood
liey liked tew see it wurk but Mr
Shook sed it wuz only ised. on.a
big wreck so I tolled him tew start:
Write away on Silus as he hed the
most use for it of enythinig i new
of. He laffed and Silis got as mad
as a rattlesnake, in al wasps nest
and grabbid me buy the earmi and
startid fer town. I dident git any
time tew say -goodbye orr thank
them fer showin us around becaws
when Silus is mad its io 'time. tew
ask questions: Weproseeded write
ipp town and. got hour Horse and

idrov strate hoam. Silus bsent
sed:, much since but awl i ,ey tew
do when~ he starts tew argify is;

tewimenshon railrode anid be shutsi
ipW like a clam.

Yourz Sincerlie,
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HARLOWTOn ,OPERA SOUSE ON

WEDNESDAY JAN.14
Mysterious Smith Company

$5,000 worth Of Stage Equipment and IiIusions
Specilties this yrear are as follows:'... ... ... _. ... ... :ii

JUGGLING CONTORTION SINGIN
DANCING -. MUSICIANS

SMYSTERIES, ILLUSIONS, NOVELTY ACTs

Two big loads of trunks and orates for one. act alone.

This is not a Magic Show or a "one man" affair but a City
Shiow t low prices.

25gE 25p, 5 , ( a


