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DEBT DECREASES
City Floating Debt is Now

$2,000 Smaller Than it
Was Two Years ago

At the regular monthly meeting
of the city council last week, the
Mayor designated Tuesday even-
ing, March II, as the night for
the legal faternity of the town to
meet with the city council and to
try and devise some system for
acquiring a city hall for the city of
Libby. Only two lawyers turned
out for the meeting, James Black-
ford and B. F. Maiden. All mem-
bers of the council were present ex-
cept McCarthy who was out of
town. Not having a quorum of
lawyers present at 8 o'clock the
council took up the preparing of
the budget for 1913. The total
expenses for the past year amount-
ed to $7,197. It is estimated
that the expenses for 19r3 will be
practically the same as for last
year. To get this money a levy of
20 mills will be made. 20 mill
levy on assessed valuation of $255-
140 will bring in $5182. The rest
of the revenue will come from
saloon licenses, dog tax, fines and
other licenses. The city clerk's
figures showed that the city's float-
ing indebtedness was $2000 less
than two years ago. The total
floating indebtedness of the city
today is $7, 14.

Mr. Maiden advocated the fund-
ing of this floating indebtedness so
as to put the city on a cash basis
but on investigation it was found
that the city was not in debt far
enough to permit of this procedure.
It would have to have a floating
indebtedness of $io,ooo before it
could be funded.

The question of ways and means
to build a city hall was discussed
ably and enthusiastically but the
city can not do it. There is abso-
lutely no chance for the city to
build and will not be for several
years. Several plans were sug-
gested and discussed. One plan
was for some person, mythical as
yet,to put up a building and sell to
the city on the installment plan.
This was found impossible because
according to the law the city would
immediately be liable for the whole
amount of the purchase price. In
other words it would be classed as
a liability and part of the indebted-
ness.

Another plan was for the city to
lease a building with an option of
buying at the end of the lease and
what rents had been paid to apply
on the purchase price.

The last and most feasible plan
was for the citizens of the town to
form a stock company and erect a
building and lease it to the city and
sell it to them when they are able
to buy.
The meeting adjourned with no

action having been taken.

U. S. WEATHER REPORT
Weather Bureau of the U. S. Depart-

ment of Agriculture during the week'
ending Mar. 8, 1913, at Libby, Mont

Temperature. ,. .m

S • ' - Character of

.ym- day

2 45i 23 oo Pt Cloudy
3 49 29 .oo Clear

S So 0 3o 0.oo -
5 49 24 ..oo

6 50 29 i .00

7 S4 18 0-•-o
8 55 19 .oo "

The instrumental readings are from
Government standard instruments ex-
posed in the manner recommended by
the Chief of the Weather Bureau.

D. T. NOREN,
Cooperative Observer.

James K. Lang of Kalispell was
a business visitor in town Monday.

JAMES KENNEDY DEAD
Libby's oldest resident, James S.

Kennedy, died last Friday evening
at 6 o'clock, after having done his
part in a life of usefulness for 82
years and five months. He had
been suffering for some time and his
death was not unexpected.

The funeral was held from the
residence Saturday afternoon at
2:30 o'clock, Rev. W. A. Reed of-
ficiating. Special music was fur-
nished by Misses Lela and Doris
McCrory and Clara Collinson.

The body was shipped' to Antigo
Wisc., on No. 4 Sunday morning
where interment will be made.
He is survived by a wife, three
daughters, a son and a stepson.
Two of the daughters and one son,
live in Wisconsin and the rest of
the family live here in Libby. He
was a veteran of the civil war, and
the burial services will be in charge
of the Antigo post of the G, A. R.

Presbyterian Church News

(By the Pastor)
The Ladies' Aid Society held a

well attended meeting at the home
of Mrs Herbst last Friday.

The A n n u a l Congregational
meeting will be held on Wednes-
day evening Mar. i9, at 8 o'clock
in the basement of the church.
Reports from the different depart-
ments of the church and affiliated
organizations will be read. Two
trustees will be elected for a term
of two years. The congregation
consists of the members and regular
supporters of the church.

The theme for the sermon next
Sunday morning is, "Our Ex-
ample." The C. E. topic for the
evening is, "How May every
Sabbath be The Lord's Day?"

To Have Sewer

Eureka is considering the pro-
position of bonding the town for
$7000 to install a main sewer sys-
tem. A. L. Jaqueth of Kalispell
is to engineer the job. The bonds
will be voted on by the electorate
at the regular city election on April
7th.

TO INSPECT COMPANY L.
Helena, March 8.-The regular

inspection of the Montana militia
will begin March Io at Bozeman
and end March 28 at Helena. First
Lieut. A. A. Hofmann of the re-
gular army, detailed here as in-
structor of the Montana militia,
has been directed by Major-General
Murray of the western division to
make the inspection. The dates
follow:

Company A, Bozeman, March
to; company K, Billings, March i1

company E, Miles City, March 12;
company I, Glendive, March 13;
company M, Fort Benton, March
17; band, Fort Benton, March 17:
company C, Havre, March i8;
company L, Libby, March 20;
company F, Kalispell, March 22;
company H, Kalispell, March 22;
company D, Valier, March 24;
company B, Butte, March 26;
state arsenal, Helena, March 28.

Catch Runaway Boy

Dep~uty Sheriff Payne journeyed
to Stonehill Sunday and captured
Frank Peck who had run away
from the reform school in Colorado.
Word was received here that the
boy had reached the home of his
parents at Stonehill and the Color-
ado authorities requested his cap-
ture. The boy is 19 years of age
and is a strong husky lad, as Dep-
uty Payne will testify.

E. M. Matthews of Golden,
Colo., one of the officers of the re-
form school, came in yesterday and
took the boy back to the institu-
tiou,

THIRTEENTH LEGISLATIVE SESSION
PASSED LARGE NUMBER OF BILLS

Many are Good Ones, Some are Bad aid a Few Rotten
Governor Stewart VetoesCocrty Fills on the Grounds

That the Existing Law Covers All Points
The Thirteent hI general assembly

of Montana passe.d into history
early last Fridaly morning, having
accompli1hecd many things that
were promii-ed to the people if the
democrat party was entrusted with
power. In the house of represen
tatives there have been some
stormy scenes, but upon the whole
it was fairly strict attention to busi-
ness. Speaker McT)onald was less
fortunate than sonlll of his jirede
cessors in not always having a
tranquil body over which to pre-
side.

On some occasions the speaker's
rulings did not coincide with the
views of the majority, which re-
sulted in a few revolutionary tac
tics in overriding his will, but as
legislative assemblies go, the house
was ordinarily well behaved, but it
can be said to the credit of Speaker
McDonald and those members who
occasionally objected to his rulings,
the questions involved were those
of policy and not personal.

In the senate, peace and har-
mony reigned supreme. Lieuten-
ant Governor McDowell, an ex-
perienced and tactful parliamen-
tarian. guided the senate craft with
diplomacy, ex cellent judgment,
good temper and great success.
The present lieutenant governor
was twice speaker of the house,
therefore has presided at three ses-
sions of the legislature and has to
his distinction the honor of never
having been overruled in any of his
parliamentary decisions.

PARTY I' ,/I(; ES REI)EIEJMt I)

The chief measures to be brought
before the legislature were those
pledged by the party in its plat-
form, and these with one exception,
were enacted into laws, probably
not as some would have had the
laws to read, but regarded as a
good beginning in the direction of
progress and reform. The bills for
the creation of the public utilities
comission, and for a tax commnis-
sion, were not as many democrats
would have had them, thinking
that special commissions should
have been created, and not to have
imposed additional burdens in look-
ing alter the public utilities by the
railroad commission, upon which
was conferred thisadditional power.
The tax commission bill provides
that the duties be perfot med by the
state board of equalization, which
is made up of the governor, secre-
tary of state, treasurer of state and
auditor of state. Many thought it
would have been better to have
created a special commission which
would have had more opportunitie,
of going letlper into the very in-
portant q testlonas of a re-valuation
of all classcs of property.

The only reason asigned for not
creating a special comtintissiotl was
that as the state's exchequer was
rather lowv, and the necessity to
practice economy seemed implera-
tive, con.equently the state is not
put to any additional cost, except
for clerk hire in carrying into force
the provision of these two laws.

PLATFORM BILLS

All platform bills except the cotn-

compensation bill, were passed, and
most of them were approved, ailt
as some did not reach the govertnr
until late, he will defer action,
taking advantage of the i5-dtly

limit to attach his signature. The
following were the measures pro- I

ised by the democrats:
S. B. I, providing for submission

of an equal suffrage amendment to
the constitution. Passed and ap-
proved.

S. B. 50o, for a grain inspection
and elevator regulation law. Passed
and approved.

S. B. 157, for state highway com-
missioner. Passed both houses.

S. B. 135, for a general highway
law. Passed both houses.

S. B. 74, for a dairy commission-
er law. Passed both houses.

II. B. 159 and H. B. i6o, for
creation of departments of labor
industry and agriculture and pub-
licity. Passed both houses.

II. B. 325, for a blue sky law.
Passed both houses

II. B. 105, creating a state tax
comission. Passed both houses.

H. B. 309, providing for submis-
sion of a constitutional amendment
for a direct tax for support of the
state's educational institutions.
Passed both houses.

S. B. to, for creation of a public
utilities commission, the powers of

I the commission to be given to the
state board of railroad commission-
ers. Passed and approved.

Noe-H. B. 196, asserting state
control of hydro-electric power
sites, held in the senate.

Platform pledges for bills giving
the governor or legislature power
to initiate measures failing of pas-
sage and approval abandoned since
there is no difference in the polit-
ical complexion of the two houses
and the executive branch, and
therefore no necessity for such irn-
itiative powers.

OT'HER REMEDIAL I. LEGISI.ATION

S. B. 19 and 20, prohibiting un-
fair competition and discrimination.
(Probably the most important legis-
lation of the session.) Passed and
approved.

H. B. 129, providing for codifi-
cation and reform of the general
school laws. Passed both houses.

S. B. 2o, fixing the maximum
rate of interest that may be charged
at 12 per cent. Passed and ap-
proved.

S. B. 29, providing for the de-
posit of public money so that in-
terest may be paid for benefit of
the public treasury. Passed by
both houses.

H. B. 18o, making the weights
and measures law more effective
by inserting a net content clause in
it and providing for district inspec-
tion. Passed by both houses.

POLITICALI NATURE

Election of T. J. Walsh as United
States senator.

S. B. 9q, dividing the state into
congressional districts. Passed by
both houses.

Ratification of the constitutional
amendment, providing for the
direct election of senators.

LABOR 1.EGISI.ATION

H. B. 31, providing a nine-hour
work day for women. Passed both
houses.

H. B. 72, providing a full rail-
road train crew law. Passed both
houses.

H. B. 9o, providing for the ex-
amination and licensing of master
and journeymen plumbers. Passed
and approved.

H. B. 357, providing a warning
card system for linemen and elec-
trical workers. Passed both houses.

S. B. 31, providing that injunc-
tion may be issued in labor con-
troversaries only for the causes
that are issued in other disputes.
Passed and approvtd.

SOCIAL. REFORM I.E(;I8L ITI)N

H. B. 75, raising the age limit
of consent in criminal assault cases
to 18 years. Passed and approved.

H. IB. 96, to puui.h lewd and
lascivious acts upon the bodies of
children. Passed both houses.

S. B. 57, providing suspended
sentences in certain cases. Passed
and aplroved.

S. B. 36, plroviding for a travel-
ing parole conmmiissioner. Passed
and approved.

S. B. 158, prohibiting the pro-
creation of idiots, imbeciles and in-
sane persons and providing for
sterilization of rapists by force.
Passed both houses.

OF LOCAL INT'RENTS'

H. B. 84, appropriating $30,ooo
for purchase of an executive man-
sion.

H. B. 65, raising the governor's
salary to $7,500 a year.

There were a great many bills,
other than those above enumerated
which met the approval of both
houses and signed by the governor
which will, no do1ubt. he found to
be wholesome and judicious legis-
lation, although a large number of
these were more or less of local
nature.

COUNTY DIVISIONS

The county division measures,
which passed both houses, did not
reachi the governor's office until
late and he has not given any in-
dications whether he would sign or
veto them. The same was the
case with the bill legalizing boxing
matches up to the number of 12
rounds. This bill was amended
in the senate, increasing the num-
ber to 20 rounds, in which the
house refused to concur; therefore
the bill as it reache I tlih governor
was in its driginal form, providing
for 12 rounds only.

The anti cigaiette bill, which

passed the house, was held up in
the senate, being referred to the
cominittee on cities and towns, of
which Senator Muoily was chair-
mall.

The bill legalizing the use of slot
machines was recomnmended for
passage in tile house, but was
killed on the final vote.

1MANY EXCEI.I.NT LAWS

Taken upaon the whole the legis-
lature has enacted niany excellent
laws. Politics figured largely in
the passage of many of the bills and
also inl the defeat of many more.
About one bill out of every four
that was introduced miet with the
approval of both bodies.

There are now on the governor's
table maniy measures, which will
have his best judgment and as he
has a linult of 15 days in which to
sign them, hlie will not be in any
haste to attach his signature, or
veto, whiti h.'er it may be. It mtayv
be that in somle inslltlnces lie imay
permit solme to become laws with-
out his signature, although this is
hardly probable. The last night
of the session was an exciting one
anid business was tx ptdittd in a
business-like manner.

The Big Mill Starts

The Libby Lumber company

started tneir big mill to running
Wednesday, after being shut down
for about two months on account
of the extreme cold weather. Men
have been busy making repair:
during that time and the mill i:
now in shape for a steady run. It

was started in full swing with two

shifts of mwq on duty.

COUNTY TO BUILD
New Court House. Bought

Site of Libby Realty Co.
Paying $4,400.00

The board of county commission-
'rs finished up the business for the
quarter. Block 7 of the Lukens
addition was purchased from the
Libby Realty Co.,for a court house
site for $4400. It was decided
that school district No. 4 wished
to use the building now used by
the county for a high school and
it was thought best to procure a
-;ite and erect a building before the
county officers were shy of a home.

The building will be started as
goon as the frost is out of the
ground and will be on the same
plan as the one now used. It will
probably cost in the neighborhood
of $ro,ooo.

The county clerk was instructed
to purchase one set of the revised
codes of Montana.

H. C. Johnson & Co. of Rexford
were granted a license to cc nduct
a retail liquor store at that place.

A. I,\ons of Trov was granted a
renewal of his license.

u.E. Thomas and others present-
ed a petition asking for a deluty
Sheriff to he located at Fortine,
This was laid over.

Mike Petery and others present.
ed a petition asking the board to
appoint a constable tor Fortine
township. William Murphy of
Trego was given the job.

The assessor's field deputies are
to be paid $00oo per month with a
maximum allowance of $25 a month
for expenses

L. J. Baenen and E. L. Bayse
appeared bef re the b,)ard and ask-
ed for a liquor license at Jennings.
This was refused.

In the matter of roads and their
supervision the board red.,tricted
and divided the county into three
divisions, each commissioner to
have charge of one district as fol-
low,"

F. P. Carey, No. t. Road dis-
tricts Nos. 1 2,3,4,13.14,15.22 and
23

Paul i). Pratt No 2, road dis-
tricts Nos 5 ,6, 7 ,9,y,16, 7 ,8X,19 .

J. P. Bartlett No 3, road dis-
tricts Nos IO,II,12,20,21.

Supervisors were appointed for
the various road districts for the
year 1913 as follows:
Road Dist. Supervisor Address
No t, S. A. Forman, Eureka
No 2, J W Helms, Eureka
No 3. A E Johnston, Fortine
No 4, Al. Clark, Rexford
No 5, N A Sinclair, P. Valley
No 6, to be supplied
No 7, H Fritz, Marion
No 8, JH Geiger, Libby
No 9, A G Beager, Libby
No io, to be supplied
No 1, W H Rouse, Troy
No 12, A S Wise, Lenia
No 13, Wmi E West, Eureka
No 14, G Olson, Trego
No 15, F Slick, Eureka
No I6, , L Barr, Libby

No 17, A E Fosseuml, Libby
No S8, J L Gettuer, Libby
No 19, G T Brown, Libby
No 20 Frank Stanley Troy
21, 22 and 23 to be supplied.

A scale ot wages to be paid for
the year 1913 was fixed as follows:

Common labor 30c per hour;
team on road 32/2C per hour; sup-
ervisors 37ec per hour.

Ladies Will Give Dance

About 25 of Libby's most pro-
gressive ladies gathered at the Lib-
by hotel last Friday afternoon to
make arrangtments for taiiing
funds for the support of the Libby
Volunteer Fire department. It
was decided to give a dance on

oaster Monday, March 24.


