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Stuck Pzg Squeals! i,

The “Pie-near” Press, the subsi-
dized publicity organ of the court
house gang, in a headed first-page
article last weci:, tried in a sickly
and ‘puerile way, the only way it is
capable of, to justify both itself and
the county commissioners and others
responsible, for the looting of the
treasury oi the people of Sheridan
county in the recent letting of the
cont ‘act for the county printing, by
sque:ling like a stuck pig.

It got all red in the face and het
up, and fairly screamed: liar, liar
liar!

We have, in our experience met
up with just -such instances before,
when people have been caught in
ques.ionable acts 01 with the goods
uporn them,

When they have nothing else to
offer in defense of disreputable or
near criminal acts, they usually wrap
themselves .in. the flag, talk patriot-
jsm, and yell: liar, liar, Lar!

If the little boyling editor of the
“Pie near” 'Press can show to the
satisfaction of any honest, disinter-
ested person, where the Producers
New. has lied in one instance in
reference to the letting of the coun-
ty printing, this paper will apologize
in a scare-head article.

T “Pie-near” Press started its
ridiculous article by calling the Pro-
duce.s News a *“pay sheet”, as it
said the News is commonly known.
The Producers News has been unable
to fird out from any of those consid-
ered wise and quick at puzzles and
conuncrums, just what is meant by
this rlever remark, All said that the
cxprission sounded very “phunny?,
but they could not tell for the life
of ’om what it meant.

Ho vever, if the “Pie-near” Press
man meant that the Producers News
is a paper that can grow and thrive
and ‘vax strong, without a subsidy
or a pipe-line into the peoples’ strong
boxes, then we confess; that perhaps
“pay sheet” is & very clever and ap-
propriate name for the Producers
News. -

We wager that “the “Pie-near”
Press is not in half so happy a con-
ditioa, and will add right here, that

if that subsidized organ, by any hook
or crook, should shp up on its coun-
ty prntmg “pap” that we would: not
give over thirty cents on the dollar
for the five thousand dollars’ worth
of papel held by the banks of this
city: we would surely consider it
“shaky,” to say it easy.

The “Pie-near” Press says that the
Prodiucers News tried to defame the
coun.y -comnussioners. Now that's a
mean an 'this paper cannot keep
up with the commissioners and their
allics at tihe court house on that
job.* No, no, sonny, they need no
one"to defame them. They are do-
ing that to themselves faster and
more complctely than it would be in
the poor capability of the Producers
News to do so.

Just think of it.

A* this particular time, when the|
natios is face to face with a national
c¥ises—wher: the boys of the land are
giving their life blood for liberty and
dem.~racy—when the people are dig-
ging down deep in their pockets and

deny'ng thenselves, to buy Liberty|

bonds—when the citizens of our land
are giving to the Red Cross till it
hurts-—when the farmers are, almost

sing.e handcd, planting the biggest
crop in the
work’ng nigbt and day, while their
sons are tacing the firing line of the
Hm, in order that the people of the
w?r.d may have more food, and the
war sustained, what are the custo-
_dians of the peoples’ money doing in
Sheri?an county?

Wasting it like ‘water. |

~ Giving it t:o ﬂlgr.r pohtual flv-
Ar.d at thel same time, our loyﬂ | give

|'Newspaper—The Contracy shall be

history of the nation,

the hour of wur country’s need; is
aidicg and abetting the enemy.

Sy much *or this defamation as-
sertion.

A: far as the fair-minded citizens
of Sheridan county are concerned,
we are wiling to leave the whole
matier to them and trust our own
vindication st their hands, which is
mor- than the *“Pie-near” Press
would be willing to do. No, the
“Pie near” shines in the “Star
Chaciber”. Nothing open and fair
"and above board for that organ.
The “Pie-near” man mnever saw
prin ng machinery until he saw what
he has been enabled to buy through
the bunevolence of the county com-
missivners and the little boy thinks
that he has the only outfit:that moncy
can buy.

The taxpayers are not in the least
worried about the “Pie-near” Press
printing outat. They know that any
pape. with a nice fat, juicy printing
contract, can buy printing machinery.

paying of two prices for the county
print.ng. ‘lre county-would not have
had to accept poor or inferior print-
ing, und the successful bidder would
have had td give bonds; the Produc-
ers News would have been “Johnnie
on tre spot’ with the bonds. That
would be gll that need concern the
couniy commissioners.” And besides,
if the “Pie-rear” has such marvelous
and unheard of laboring saving ma-
' chinery, that it makes it possible for
that paper to do work so expeditious-
ly au’ chenjsy, why should it fear to
mee’ the printers of Sheridan county
“in a fair field and no favors?”
I'W¥; shomid™ such disgraceful” busi*
i ness methods have been resorted to?
-Uh aoe, gn tell it to the “simps!”

'Now in regard to the law on the
subject, we quote the “Pie-near”
and the law:

“nn Act 10 Provide for the Let-
ting «of Contracts for the Public
trinting.” Chapter 71, Laws of
Montana, Fifteenth Session, 1917.

“Contract to Be Let to What

let to the newspaper that in the
judgment of the county commission-
ers snall be most suitable for per-
torming such work.”

149 samz chapler prescribes the
exact price- which may be charged
for all printing for which the county
shali be chargeable.

“rhe present contract is substan-
anlly fhe same as that awarded to
Jos. Dolin two years ago, when
com'-t.tltive bids were asked for
{wni'h wae in compliance with the
former law) and two years ago the
contrset wis awarded to the lowest
and bcat bd”

Now, in the above quotation, there
is a deception. We won’t use the
word “lie”. W¢ shall however state
the fact. The famous chapter 71 of
the session laws of 1917 does not
change the law in reference to let-
| ting of the printing by bid or in any
other matter in as much asa punc-
tuation mark. The law te a certain
point is identical to the point where
it goes on to itemize more fully the
maximum pi'iees allowed for print-
ing.

There was no mnm necessity. for
letting the printi tract out to
bids two years ago this spring.
The law is identical,

However, the c:omﬂt.ation of the
state of Montana limits the power
of the legislature in the matter of
printing contracts by the following:
- Article V.—Section 30:

. 0 4 staﬁm!ji printi‘ng paper
ete und in the las:shhve and other

Whait they are concerned about is the

CERS NEWs | Wall Streei ¥
| wan St gomg -;lm s?heat
iamnng_nlt the West oh a smh that

|in Amerlca m a sht';rt hn:t&, ii lts
| latest ventures succeed i ]

| Wall street capitalists have subsctib-

i

{ much a patriotic fund as any mon-

The dire need of wheat in* t}us
critical period has led “the govern-
ment to throw open 16000000 . acres
on Indian reaewatlons, much of ‘which |
is the richest kind of wheat land.

ed several million dollars to plant
an enormous acreage this fall. They
are planning to purchase all the lat-
est. in farm machinery and organize
a strictly modern industry that will
look like a combination in restraint
of trade. It will be nothing but a
big corporation wheat factory.
Bonanza farming was thought, to
1 have failed once in America. But
that was some time ago and these
big corporation farms managed by
ired men and operated by armies
of wage laborers equipped with mod-
‘ern machines are now succeeding.
That the latest big Wall street ven-
ture will ‘succced is a.lmust a fore-
gone conclusion,

What will its suceess mean to the
small “ermer? There is only one
thing tbat it can mean—unless the
farmer tages the proper steps to
protect his interests — corporation
tarming with machinery and modern
business methods will largely sup-
plant individual farming.

One of the big facts that is like-

Loverflow ‘into all new fields in an

1 change.

the vast. producﬁvg superiority of

big s
small scale farming has been defi-
nitely established. The little farm
can hot ‘compete with thé corpera-
tion farm when the corporation farm
actually eﬂtablishes itself and begin®
to do business. Another big fact is
that so much capital seeking invest-

ment has accumulated that it has te

overwhelming flooa. Thins. of our
staggering war profits. Think of
15,000 new millionaires. Think of
the billions that are being piled up
hy our great monopolies. Do you
thitt this ever-swelling accumulation
of capital ean be kept forever out
of agriculture? -~ Already we have
corporation fruit farms and corpora-
tion wheat farms in the wcst and
many sugar factories are raising
their own beets. But we know of
nothing that will give corporation
farming such an impetus as this lat-
est agricultural venture of the high-
est financial circles of Wall street.
We live under-an industrial system
that is in a tremendous stage of
The foundations of the old
order are being broken up. Only
by cooperating with his neighbor, or-
ganizing himself politically for his
own protection, and using the pow-
ers of state and naiional govern-
ment, can the individual farmer re-
main an individual farmer and keep
from losing his farm and sinking to
the condition of a wage-earner work-

ly to cause such a change is that

They Didn’t Buy
Montana insurance agents have
organized to fight the Nonpartisan
League and their dues, instead of
being a modest $8 a year, are put
at $36. Each insurance agent in the
state is assesscd $$3 a month for a
year in order to help finance a fight
against the League. :
These Montana. insurance agents
| are real progressive in their meth-
ods. They do-not send out organ-
izers to reason with their fellow in-
surance agents and by this means
wring the $36 from the unwilling in-
surance agents whose children may
need shoes. No such crude methods
are employed. The insurance men
arve simply told that they are mem-
bers and that their dues are $36 a

ing for a corporation.

Bonds

Think of it!
to how the money is to be spent and
no word in the management by the
It is enough to make big
Surely the farmers

No referendums as

member.
business weep.
will send out literature to these mis-

guided agents showing them how
they are being used.

And there is another point worth
noting. Of course, having dues
‘money on hand, the exeoutive com-
mittee will doubtless invest it all in
Liberty bonds so the members need
have no worry as to how it is being
spent.

This is worth pondering, but the
main thing is that the Montna in-
surance agents see the handwriting
on the wall. And they do not like

year and that all they have to dod
‘4o pony up. r”

The farmers wﬂl_ stick. This has
just been proved in a striking man-
ner. The Nonpartisan League of
South Dakota asked its farmer mem-
bors not to go into the recent pri-
| maries. It is the plan of the League
in South Dakota to put its candidates
on the ticket by petition.

‘Results indicate the most com-
plete boycott of a politician’s election
ever recorded in this country.

The South Dalota Leader says:
“According to-all available data only
one-third of the normal vote was
cast this vear. This is a conservative
ectimate, the estimate, in faet, of
the politicians.”

This paper tells of some remalk-
able instances  of the sohdanty of

North Dakota has established so
many records since the farmers were
awu.ened by the Nonpartisan League
that mention of even a new one
sounds almost trite.. We can not re-
frain, however, from alluding to the
latest patriotic achievement of the
only League state.

It surpassed all other states in the
Union in the last Red Cross drive.

Latest reports record an oversub-
seription by North Dakota in the last
Red Cross drive of 160 per cent. It
is conservatively estimated that
when completed the oversubscription
will reach 185 per cent. This, ac-
cording to authentic estimates, places

the Sheridan county commissioners
handling the Red Cross funds some
time when “Little Joe” needed 2

The funds of Sherutgn county are as

eys could be and we could only judge
‘what might happtm by, oh, well, per-

-..Pa@stheymedthemneyandthey

are all good fellows and “paytriots”

anyﬁo?v “Only the farmers, who pay
feen dollars to find out about |
thwe gentlﬁﬁteﬁ am unpatrietm Keep £y

The Farmers Will Stick

North Dakota Again Leads

How fortunate it would be tu—Eax.r“e.

‘contract to : eep th:e “Pie-near Press st

st they read. .

the farmers. In one township in
Day county only 18 out of 98 farm-
ers voted. In another township in
the same county one ballot box was
returned empty. In a township in
Beadle county seven out of 44 votes
were cast, and in a township in Rob-
eits county only six votes were cast.
This is the story of the farming dis-
tricts all over the state.

the wutter disgust of the farmers
with the politicians and the old po-
litical methods? We are in the midst
of one of the most remarkable po
litical -uprisings in the history of the
country. If there is not a landslid-
to the Nonpartisan League candi-
dates next fall, all signs have failed.

_it ahcad of all other states.

North Dakota led in the second
and third Liberty loan subbscrip-
tions. [t was first in the last Red
Cross drive. It was the first statz
te put the slacker acres of absentee
land speculators to work to produce
food te win the war., It is the omly
state controlled by the Nonpartisan
League, It is a state where the
League voters are in an overwhelm-
ing majority. Of course it is easier
to believe that these facts are all
“mere coincidences” than to suspect
the profiteering interests were wrong
when they charged the League with
disloyalty.

“The newspaper best suited” etec.,
is well demonstrated by the fact that
the “Pie-near Press” ecntirely over-
looked the fact that a Sheridan coun-
 ty Veteran made a speech at the Or-
| pheum theater on June 9th. Of
course this was perhaps occasioned
by the fact that this Veteran was a
farmer boy from near Froid. a.nd not
one of the “court house gang.” It
does. not sgemtobenewstothe
“Pie-near” when a farmer boy returns
‘and teils of actuﬂ fighting.

m:s:-wag) to hglp the boys at the

scale, ;naehlpery farming over ||

of the use of this, the *
one gide of the paper.
Always accompany

name disc

: our communication with your name an
- otherwise Four article may not be published.
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Mm}'oa GETS “PHUNNY.”

Scobey, Mont., 6-18-18.

Editor, Producers News, °
Plentywood, Mont.

I wish to inform yeu of a matter

of importance to the ’people of Sher-
idan county, and which took place on
the streets of Scobey today.
A few days ago the Equity organ-
ization of Peerless, -a little inland
town in Valley county, about 20 miles
west of Scobey, held a meeting and
at which it was decided to hold a
picnic at that place, June 30. It was
also decided to hold the picnic in con-
junction with the Nonpartisan Lea-
gue. Those in charge had previous-
ly corresponded with: the Speakers’
bureau of the Nonpartisan Leaguc
and had been informed that U. S.
Dist. Atty. B. K. Wheeler and Cong.
Jeanette Rankin would attend to de-
liver patriotic addresses for the oec-
casion. Today a couple of farmers
came to Scobey and got out bhills
announcing the picnic. The bills,
as printed, announced that the pic-
nic would be held under the auspices
of the Equity organization and the
Nonpartisan League, and also that
the entire proceeds would be donat-
ed to the Red Cross. The Women’s
Red Cross organization of Peerless
intends to take up the collection and
all of the same will-go to the Val-
tey County Red Cross chapter.
When these farmers began to plac2
a4 few of these bills about the
streets of Scobey they were stopped.
Mayor Sid Bennett of Scobey stop-
ped them and asked them to let him
see the bills. When he had read one
+hat they handed him, he rolled it,
core it up and threw it into the
street, and in very emphatic language
told these farmers that they could
not advertise any Nonpartisan pichic
in Scobey and gave them what he
considered a severe tongue-lashing
for their activity in advertising the
picnic.
distoyal organization and said that
there would be absolutely no per-
mission given for any such publicity

:ould stop it.

The significant thu;g about this
matter is that this pichic was be-
‘ng gotten up by good loyal farmers
of Valley county, all of whom are
most loyally supporting the war and
doing their utmost to support the Red
Cross woi'z of this very town of Sco-
bey, and the further- fact that the
-ntire proceeds will be turned over
to - the Red Cross organization.
Trusting that you will give this mat-
ter dublicity,

Very truly yours,
A Scobey Farmer.

A FINE PICNIC.

June 7, 1918.
Producers News,
Plentywood, Montana.

Dear Editor:—

He branded the League as a

inSeobey oF alsew;here where he2|

Our friends and foes alike, are cordially invited to avail themae
* editorial column.
othing obscene or scurrilons will be (F“bh‘hﬁ

q-\.

last Saturday, June 1. It
grand success. About’ 500

A. Mills, one of our eapable

meeting, but learned last

that Mr.

carefully. There were some
ers at the picnie, but nothing
was started
been very unsafe for them t

splendid thing.

ers are thoroughly organize

tion of the farmers will mey
they will ure the political ma
in their own interest, instead
ing 't used against them )
case today. This is the reay
Big Business is so violentlyg

Let every farmer understa
and let him help to get every|
who is not yet a member j
League movement.

D5 not ke misled by th
statements and reports that
in the kept press from dayi
They are simply intended toi
age organization’

Yours for complete organiz
the farmers.
A BOOE
THF PROGRE@SIVE
FARMERS' |

Come on Progressive Farme
Come, while the weather
We’re going to have a piak
The fun begins at nine
The date’s June 22nd,
Tre place .is Welliver,
So hring your wife and f&
Your neighbors will be

There’ll be a lot of speaken
And lots of things fo
A ball game and foot raci
Te see whieh side can b
There’ll be a bucking brond
‘The wildest we can find
On which will ride a cowht
Csp%ent 1 heart and?

And dancing, in the evenilf
To music that’s a tred
Will help to make the pic¥
A dav that’s hard to &
So tell yeur friends ani!
To come to Welliver,

On June the 22nd,
We're planning for yo

-l

We had a fine picnic at Peerless

e

W hat Other

Editors S_c_lg :

FACING THE FACTS.

North Daiota never faced a more
important campaign. Its voters are
confronted with a choice between
state socialism and the old order of
things. If the farmers decree that
the theories of Townley be tried
out, the state forthwith will become
3 laboratory for applied socialism.
There is no escape. The League is
net concealing its issues. The prin-
ciples for which they fight are direct-
ly stated- in house bill 44, which be-
comes the burning issue of the pres-
ent campaign. ' If the League tri-
umphs; it means that as fast as law
can be formulated, North Dakota en-
ters into state ownership in several
conceivable forms.

No amount of ranting. No mount
of personal invective will avail. Per-|
sonalities have too large a place in
all campaigns. Opponents of the
League will do well to avoid over-
indulgence in the biennial tirade that
so often confuses the real issues and
in thesend gets nowhere-

The League candidates honestly
believe that state ownmership is nee-
essary. To what extent it will be
ngphed ‘they visely refrain from

‘| saying; doubtless they do not know

.until‘ the. ﬂrs& ve:nmn is launched.

just as well to face the t
exigencies of war have

to Federal control of e
ant commodity and evell. .«
avenue of distribution.

Here lies a potent 8%
the Leaguers. That thef'
when the time comes #
saying.—The Bismarck (&
bune.

. HANG TOGETHER ¥

Most of the newspa¥
sition to the Nonpar®
do not-touch on its prof””
vote most of their effo
ing exploded personal chd!
men active in the Les#® °
nouncing the League ’
without producing ary "_‘ :
that serious charge ag®’ ~
bership of this ergsnj
few papers that do mey .
gram dismiss it as imf*
ionary and unworkablt
community. To the ™
nothing to do but drs¥
1s actively connected ¥
litical organizations,
looks ‘fiot only imprat
gerous as well. And i
him. The only g]e‘m‘l"f
politicians is “that the”
never known to hanf

before elécmn
‘mers to feel them
{ley County(Mont.)

tended. We had planned to hay
izers and speakers, to addreg

Mills was sick. Hg,
we were able to get Mr. P. E-h
postmaster at Scobey to ddher.
dress, and he gave us a vy
cellent talk. Mr. Worley reprey
the Producers News and gaw,
very interesting talk on the j
ant needs of a press condug
the :nterests of the farmers, j, =
explained the League prograp,

R

1

In fact, it woulj

i

Such gatherings as these, 4
It brings the!
ers together. not only the mg
but also the non-members, wj
resu't that they have a chp
compare their ideas and get g}
undersanding of the Farmew'|,
and what may be done when th

4

The result of a complete oy

to the organization of the fy
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