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NORTH DAKOTA REAIY
FOR GREAT REFORM

Amendments Now Declared Passed Open the
Road at Last for Farmer Program

IBy A. B. Giibert

Te now fil::ous 10 amendments t<

t con;tittiu i of North Dakota

which enable t lu majority of the vot-

ers there to cariy cut their plans for

a better democracy, have passed. Tht<
Sbeoen officially declared by th-

state canvass~:. beard.
From the day after election thelr

Ms been no doubt that the amenr-

gents received a majority of the

rtes cast on them. Final count shows

a majority of from 15,000 to 30,000
for each measure in a total vote of

ss than 90,000. But taking advant-
ge of a court decision in Minnesota

tothe effect that an amendment to the
constitution had to have a majority of

votes cast, the special interests
d their press have widely proclaim-
the failure of half if ot all ther
endments in North Dakota. The

iect of this was to give the peop'e
tide of North Dakota the false im-

sion that the League farmers had
jected their own program. The Min-

ota decision, of course, has no
ing in North Dakota, and that

te, as well as South Dakota and
3co•sin have decisions of long
nding holding that only a majori-
of those voting on the measure is

READY FOR REFORM
North Dakota, consequently, is now
Ic to put into law what has been
expressed will of its people for
six yrars and what venal politi-
arnd cleverly d'osigned constitu-
limitations have prevented up

ow and would have prevented in-
tell had it not been for the great
e revolt. In 1912 the voters of

h Dakota declared for state-
elevators atnd mills by a four

41 vote. This was declared un-
Stional. In 1914 they amended

constitutional to allow this meas-.
by a four to one vote. This was
in thwarted by the politicians.
failed to enact the necessary leg-,
On. Then the League captured
191D election, and the measure
again thwarted by the holdover

the holdovc.r senators have
• r•ted. A riajority of the , su-
court is responsible to the beo-
ly for election. The constitu-

been de.fin ielv amended. The
.ha,.e thus cl eaied out all the
1 priile ne ts, and the state
s on new lemi slation for the
Piople wbich will set the pace

wehol• naticn.
IEXTS FUNDAMTENTAl,

fundamental character of the
W-hich North Dakota is to ini-

0,000.00 FOR
MONTANA HIGHWAYS

Give Employment to Unskilled Labor.
Hoped to Complete for Use in Hauling

Next Fall's Crop

' De. 18.--In a communica-
red f'om the office of public

federa department of agricul-
the state highway commns-
Predicted that an excess of

il1 be expended for high-
Ction purposes in theStduring the year 1919.
.n is based upon the fact
aunds already available,

l,•1ch will be made avail-
S19, will aggregate $50,

cih amount not OVO~
•s bee expended.
al of Priority restt'

Way construction mat
War Industries Boar, tom

ration and the UTciti

: f t

tVte may be judged from, the amend-
me ts passed. Important limitations
tc the organization of eo-operative
companies are removed. 'The legislra
ture is allowed to establish a state-
managed hail insurance system and
to levy a AatIaid tax on *unimproved
as well as improved land to cover
part of the cost after the precedent
set by the Canadian laws. Four of the
five judges of the state supreme court
are declared necessary to declare a
law unconstitutional A very demo-
cratic initiative and referendum has
been provided. The methods of
amending the constitution are made
easier. Another amendment allows
the legislature to exempt improve-
ments and personal property from
taxation. The debt limit of .the state
is raised from-the absurd limit of
$200,000 to allow for the building of
the contemplated state-owned enter-
prisps. The state will be able also, it
is thought, to relieve some of he ex-
cess interest burden of its farmers by
a financial system made possible by
this amendmentj Another amend=
ment allows the /ounty and city, prac-
tically for the first time, to own pub-
lic utilities and to make improve-
ments by direct labor.

BASIS FOR DECISION
The decision of the canvassing

board that all the amendments had
passed was based on a thorough anct
conclusive opinion by Attorney Gen-
eral William Langer. He cites, for
instance, a decision of the North Da-
kota supreme court written by Judge
Spaulding in 1908, or seven years be-
fore the Nonpartisan league was con-
ceived of, holding that the phrase of
the constitution, "all the legal votes
cast," means all the votes cast on the
amendment. "The court held that no
legal vote could be cast relative to a
measure before the people for adop-:tion or rejection except it was cast
for or against the amendment.

In other words, no vote east forigovernor or any other candidate ormeasure could possibly be a votc

againsfthe amendment under consid-eratoin. Su'h is the only reasonable

and democratic interpretation thatcould be put on the phrase. What the
special interests put over in Minnese-
ta, on the other hand, which is made

3o much of by the press, is well illus-trated by the vote there on the initla-
:ive and referendum in 1916. Although
;his measure received a majority of

;hree to one of those voting, it did not
>ecome a law. Again in 1918 the peo-,le returned a majority for prohibi-
;ion, -but this again failed because of

:he absurd court ruling in that privi-! 1

ege-ridden state.
I

The vigorous prosecuton of a :epi-
lic improvement work is reggrded as
an effective, mean s of iumsuag em-
ployment pasticlayly to akidlied la-
bor, in the trindon7pid` frn• -t
to peace. As the beinets of tmprond
highwaysrre immsqdate to saly noth-
ing of the gre•t -__ f
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FARMERS TO MEET
AT GREAT FALLS

EQUITY CONVENTION AND CO-
OIERATORS' CONGRESS WILL
MEET AT GREAT FALLS ON
JANUARY 20.

Farmers and men interested in the
development of Montana farms and
farmers will gather at Great Falls on
January 20, for the purpose of at-
tending sessions of the Equity Con-
ventoin and Co-Operators' Congress
which will cover a period of five days.

The opening session of the Co-Op-
erators'.Congress, which occurs on the
evening of January 20th, will be dig-
nified -with the presence of Governor
Stewart. A special program for that
evening has been arranged and it is
expected that the balance of the ses,
sion will also prove highly interest-
ing.

It is claimd by those in charge of
the Congress that it will be attended
this year by ae least fifteen hundred~
representative farmers from through-
out the state. This increase in attend-
ance over previous years, which has
been around the thousand mark, is
attributed to the fact that a keen in-
terest is being evinced by the farm,-
er in the governmental program of
rec'onstruction which follows the war.
He knows that he as a farmer has a

big task yet before him, he knows
that the demands to be made upon
him will be many and he wants to
learn more about the part he is to
play. Knowing this, those placed in
charge of the Congress have invited
several men of nation-wide renown to
appear on the program. These men
will talk on different phases of the
subject and it is expected that there
will be some interesting developments.

Numerous matters of importance to
the farmer will be brough up at the
annual Equity convention and the
membership -of that organization i3
said to be planning o send a strong
delegation to•the Falls.

It's bopef that the eading con-
gress will meet the maink et by the
one held last year which eclipsed al._
prevogs eff, a the committee in
eham'3 s ,Wsj g haM twarmd that

a O~Esra
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MUST APPLY FOR
LOANS BY FEB.

AID CANNOT BE OBTAINED
FROM FEDERAL SEED LOAN

OFFICE AFTER FEBRUARY 1.

The Federal Seed Loan office at
Great Falls announces that all appli-
cations for seed loans for next spring
must be in by February 1st. No ap-
pilcations will be considered,after that
time. Farmers whose credit and fin-
ancial abilities are impaired by the
two years of drouth so that they can-
not geet seed otherwise may get a
loan of five dollars per acre up to 100
acres. Information can be obtained
at the banks or farm bureau commit-
teemen. The Farm Bureau has no in-
formation as to how these applications
can be handled now that the County
has no County Agent. The Bureau is
endeavoring to find out what can be
done so that farmers of Sheridan
County who need this aid may get
their share.

Two Important Bills
Up Before The House

ONE YEAR HOMESTEAD ACT AND
MATTER REGARDING EXTEN-
SION OF FINAL PAYMENT SOON
TO BE DECIDED.

The passing of the Myers' bill in
the senate to extend the time alloweu,
Fort Peck settlers,to make final pay-
ment for their land leaves the matter
now up to the house of representa-
tives in congress.

The bill is one of great importance
as it effects thousands of settlers oui
the Fort Peck reservation. The Est
two years the settlers who have come
to this large reserve to locate a home
and settle have had the misfortune to,
experience two consecutive crop fail-
ures, thus putting a burden of ex-
pense on their shoulders.

Many letters have been sent by
p-tni ezt individuals and commercial
clbe in this part of the state to Hon.
3J -iK. viiins and to Jeannette Ran-
kin gl.ig their suppor and cooper-
atio8in ieuariat an endly psasge of

This iat*r"' is td` Pto every.

eItt ill
aaw w o i tbeetw

ARMISTICE HAS BEEN
EXTENDED UNTIL JAN.

Complicated Political Situation Exists in the
Rhine-Land, New Annexation Party

Is Formed
Copenhagen, Dec. 18.-The German

armistice has been extended until 5
o'clock on the morning of January 17,
according to a dispatch from Treves.

Copenhagen, Dec. 1&-The German
armistice has been extended until 5
o'clock on the morning of January i7
and the allies have notified Germany
that they reserve the right to occupy
the neutral zone east of the Rhine
from the Cologne bridgehead to the
Dutch frontier, according to a dis-
patch from Treves.

Cologne, Wednesday, Dec. 18.-A
new and striking, element has been
injected into the already complicated
political situation in the Rhineland by
the alleged organization of a secret
party which is working for the annex-
ation of this German territory to
France. Overtures will be made to
the French government, it is said, to.
take the Rhineland into France on the
same basis as Alsace-Lorraine.

There is only one development in
the intensely 'interesting problem be-
ing sloved In the rich country west of
the Rhine with Cologne as the politi-,
cal capital. There is, iq the first place,

TELEPHONE WORKERS
AND PUBLIC MISUSED

Twin City Companies Resort to Any Method
of Beating Employes and Increasing Profits

SBy V. E. Michel
St. Paul, Minn.-Although the tele-

phone companies of the Twin Cities
claim that they are unable to pay
their girl operators, now on strike,
more than $1.60 to $1.80 per day, they
did pay, $600,000 in dividends to stock-
ho!dersi during the first nine months
of this current fiscal year.

This has been brought out in the
hearing before the state railroad anti
warehouse commission on rate in-
creases. The company asked this
commission to grant rate increases
amounting to $2,300,000 annually.
They said this was necessary to meet
the wage demand of striking em-
ployes. However, they openly admit-
ted that they proposed to pay their
workers less than $600,000 of the pro-

*posed $2,300,000 for which they asked.
During the strike the companies

have hired whatever strikebreakers
they could secure and have paid them
two and three times the amount for
which the strikers worked during the
war as a patriotic measure. The com-
panies have come out flatly now,
stating that there no longer is a strike
and attributing crippled service Lo
federal control, in an attempt to disi
gust the public with 1Uncle Sam's
management.- Strikers declare that
the strike has ceased to be a walkout
and that it is now a lockout. They
furthelycite instances of credit for,
groceries being suddenly shut off.
They blame the companies for this.

Telephone companies officially de-
elare1 that they would never take
back the strikers because federal con-
trol preentas. - Strike leaders, howev-

er, have called the hand U the com-.
anies by demanding to see the in-

structions received from WashingtonCfr scah e stand. The strikers elatm
that this move by the company is de-

i8'.e to dbgast tnia circles kritir
feleral control and that it is entirely

withi aithority.R i thtthe callin of the
anMd L3 thuinattes r h ie

. at Wasi dston, the Mtybers
how a move to have Sage ari :

throughout the Rhineland, a double
headed government composed of revo-
lutionists on one side and officials of
the imperialistic regime oathe other,
who for the moment are working
more or less together for the common;
good:

In Cologne, for example, the old
burgomaster and his staff are still at
their posts in the city hall, while near-
by are the officials of the revolutioa-
ary committee. Between them the af-
fairs of the local government are
threshed out and the business of the
city is kept moving. The same situa-
tion exists in other cities and towns.

To add to the still more winding la-
byrinth there are besides the party
which desires annexation to France,
at least two with distinctly differentideals. One of these is composed ofliberal Democrats and Socialists who

want to see the establishment of agreat republic which will include not
only all of Germany b :t Austria with
Berlin as the capitaL.

The second gro : composed ofthe Catholic or C. r ~t party which
is said to desire a :: h Wfstphali-
in republic.

the operators' department of the In-
ternational Brotherhood of Wir•
Workers, has denied that federal au_
thorities have restrained the coir.-
panies' freedom in any manner. She
calims to have assurances from thor-
oughly competent and reliable sources
that Postmaster General Burleson ha:
denied that the companies have been
deprived of their local autonomy in
any degree. Other labor leaders de.
clare that the companies are hiding
behind the present elastic federal ccn-
trol of telegraphs and telephones to
circumvent the demands of the:;
workers.

G. W. Robinson, president of the
Tri-State company, which operates an
exclusive telephone monopoly in St.
Paul, while the Bell system operates
in Minneapolis, is authority for the
statement that "none of the strikers
will be returned to their former jobs,
except those employes who have been
deterred from returning within the
specific time through fear, intimida-
tion or threats on the part of the
strikers." He adds that the "man-
agement of the local companies, act-
ing for the government, will carry out
these instructions."

However, President Robinson flatly
refuses to divulge any telegrams or
their purports wherein he got any au-
thority from federal authorities for
this position He merely declares that
he got the instructions and he refuses
to be more explicit. It is pointed out,
however, that the clause of the "in-
structions" regarding strikers who
were "intimidated" leaves a very
large loophole in what might just as
well be made an airtight lockout.

H. H. Broach, organizer of the
workers' union, explained the recenc
"near settlement" of the strike. He
says that the workers were promised
reinstatement at their old jobs, with a
28 per cent wage increase contingent
upon the companies being ' granted
their dmin*dd rate increase. The
strikers, he said, were not to be dts.
oraiasatd against because they .had

struck. Strebreakers were to be

S.owmrM - the waoers report-
tor i ty trhey fed that thestrlke-
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