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cratic initiative and referendum has
been provided, The methods of
amending the constitution are mada
easier. Another amendment allows
|the legislature to exempt improve-
ments and personal property from
taxation. The debt limit of the state
lis raised from the absurd limit of
$200,600 to allow for the building of
the contemplated state-owned enter-
| prisgs. The state will be able also, it
is thought, to relieve some of the ex-
cess interest burden of its farmers oy
a financial system made possible by
this amendment/ Another amend-
ment allows the Jounty and city, prac-
| tically for the first time, to own pub-
| lic utilities and to make improve-
| ments by direct labor.
BASIS FOR DECISION

The decision of the ecanvassing
board that all the amendments haa
passed was based on a thorough ang
conclusive opinion by Attorney Gen-
eral William Langer. He cites, for
instance, a decision of the North Da-
kota supreme court written by Judge
Spaulding in 1908, or seven years be-
fore the Nonpartisan league was con-
ceived of, holding that the phrase of
the constitution, “all the legal votes
cast,” means all the votes cast on the
amendment. " The court held that ne
legal vote could be cast relative to a
measure before the people for adop-
tion or rejection except it was ecast
for or azainst the amendment.

In other words, no vote ecast for
governor or any other candidate or
measure could possibly be a vatc
against the amendment under consid-
eratoin, Suéh is the only reasonable
and democratic interpretation that
could be put on the phrase, What the
special interests put over in Minnesc-
ta, on the other hand, which is made
so much of by the press, is well illus-
trated by the vote there on the initia~
tive gnd referendum in 1916. Although
this measuare reccived a majority of
three to one of those voting, it did not
become a law. Again in 1918 the peo-
ple returned a majority for prohibi-
tion, -but this again failed because of
the absurd court ruling in that privi-

lege-ridden state.
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The vigoreus prosecution of a pub-
lic improvement work is regarded as
an effective means of insuring em-
ployment particularly to unskilled la-
bor, in the transition period from war
to peace. As the benefits of improved
highways are immediate to say noth-
ing of the great desirability of having
labor employed and money active, it
is believed to be better to go ahead
with read work wherever it is needed
rather than wait for a period of low
prices.

By July 1, 1919, there will be avail~
able from the federal good roads fund
approximately $588.00 for expenditure
on Montana highways, and it is the
hope of the commission to have con-
struction work so far advanced as to
permit mifirketing the 1919 crops over
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FACING A NEW 10B

FARMERS TO MEET
AT GREAT FALLS

EQUITY CONVENTION AND CO-
OPERATORS’ CONGRESS WIILL
MEET AT GREAT FALLS ON
JANUARY 20.

Farmers and men interested in the
development of Montana farms and
farmers will gather at Great Falls on
January 20, for the purpose of at-
tending sessions of the Equity Con-
ventoin and Co-Operators’ Congress
which will cover a period of five days.
The opening session of the Co-Op-
erators’ Congress, which occurs on the
evening of January 20th, will be dig-
nified with the presence of Governor
Stewart. A special program for that
cvening has been arranged and it is
expected that the balance of the ses~
sion will also prove highly interest-
ing.

It is claimd by those in charge of
the Congress that it will be attended
this year by af least fifteer hundred
representative farmers from through-
out the state. This increase in attend-
ance over previous years, which has
been around the thousand mark, is
attributed to the fact that a keen in-
terest is being evineced by the farm-
er in the govermmental program of
réconstruction which follows the war. |
He knows that he as a farmer has a
big task yet before him, he knows
that the demands to be made upon
him will be many and he wants to
learn more about the part he is fto
play. Knowing this, those placed in
charge of the Congress have invited
several men of nation-wide renown to
appear on the program. These men
will talk on different phazes of the
subject and it is expected that there
will be some interesting developments.
Numerous matters of importance to
the farmer will be brought up at the
annual Equity convention and the
membership of that organization is

delegation to the Falls.

It is hoped that the coming con-
gress will meet the mark set by the
one held last year which eclipsed alk
previous efforts and the committee in

__|to the

charge is working hard toward that
end.

FRITZ NYQUIST GIVES
LIFE FOR LIBERTY

SHERIDAN COUNTY BOY’S NAME
APPEARS ON LAST WEDNES.-
DAY’S CASUALTY LIST.:

Wednesday’s casualty list contained
the name of Fritz Nyquist. It is
stated that word was received a few
days ago by Mr. Nyquist of Froid,
that his youngest son was killed dur-
ing the fighting of October 5th. Fntx
has two brothers also at Froid, but up

caid to be planning to send a strong;l
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MUST APPLY FOR
LOANS BY FEB.

AID CANNOT BE OBTAINED
FROM FEDERAL SEED LOAN
OFFICE AFTER FEBRUARY 1.

The Federal Seed Loan office at
Great Falls announces that all appli-
¢ations for seed loans for next spring
must be in by February 1st. No ap-
pitcations will be considered.after that
time, Farmers whose credit and fin-
ancial abilities are impaired by the
two years of drouth so that they can-
not geet seed otherwise may get a
loan of five dollars per acre up to 100
acres. Information can be obtained
at the banks or farm bureau commit-
teemen. The Farm Bureau has no in-
formation as to how these applications.
can be handled now that the Couaty
has no County Agent. The Bureau is
endeavoring to find out what can be
done so that farmers of Sheridan
County who need this aid may get
their share,
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Two Important Bills
- Up Before The House

ONE YEAR HOMESTEAD ACT AND
MATTER REGARDING EXTEN-
SION OF FINAL PAYMENT SOON
TO BE DECIDED.

The passing of the Myers’ bill in
the senate to extend the time allowed
Fort Peck settlers,to make final pay-
ment for their land leaves the matter
now up to the house of representa-
tives in congress.

The bill is one of great importance
as it effects thousands of settlers oy !
the Fort Peck reservation, The past
two years the settlers who have come
to this large reserve to locate a home
and settle have had the misfortune to |
experience two consecutive crop fail-
ures, thus putting a burden of ex-
pense on their shoulders. '

Many letters have been sent by!
prominent individuals and commerecial
clubs in this part of the state to Hon,
John M. Evans and to Jeannette Ran-
kin urging their support and cooper-
ation in securing an early passage of
the bill in the house.

This matter is of interest to every-
body, farmers and business men, and
every effort used in getting the bill
made a law will greatly aid the set-
tlers.

Another impertant bill has passed
the senate and is now before the
house. That is the Myers’ “One Year
Homestead Bill.”  Indications now
point that this will be made a law.
Lieutenant Governor MecDowell of|
Montana is now at Washington using

' gust the public with 'Uncle Sam’s

EXTENDED UNTIL JAN.

Complicated Political
Rhine-Land, New

Situation Exists in the
Annexation Party

Is Formed

according to a dispatch from Treves.

Copenhagen, Dec. 18.—The German
armistice has been extended until

and the allies have notified Germany
that they reserve the right to occupy
the neutral zone east of the Rhine

Dutch frontier, according to a dis-

patch from Treves,

Cologne, Wednesday, Dec. 18.—A
new and striking element has been
injected into the already complicated
political situation in the Rhineland by
the alleged organization of a secret
party which is working for the annex-
ation of this German territory to
France. Overtures will be made to
the French government, it is said, to
take the Rhineland into France on the
same basis as Alsace-Lorraine.

There js only one development
the intensely interesting problem be-
ing sloved 4n the rich country west of
the Rhine with Cologne as the politi~
cal capital. There is, in the first place;

Copenhagen, Dec. 18,—The German | throughout the Rhineland,
| armistice has been extended until 3! headed government composed of reveo-
o’clock on the morning of January 17, | lutionists on one

D
o’clock on the morning of January i7
g ¥

from the Cologne bridgehead to tne |

in |

a double
side and officials of
1 the imperialistic regime on the other,
who for the moment are working:
|= more or less together for the common
I zood.
| In Cologne, for example, the old
' burgomaster and his staff are still at
i their posts in the city hall, while nea»-
| by are the officials'of the revolutio.-
| ary committee, Between them the af-
{fairs of the local government are
threshed out and the business of the
(city is kept moving. The same situa-
‘tiou exists in other cities and towns.
| To add to the still more winding 1a-
' byrinth there are besides the party
.fwhich desires annexation to France,
at least two with distinetly differenz
| ideals, One of these is composed of
liberal Democrats and Socialists w ha
{ want to see the establishment of o
| 8reat republic which will include nod
only all of Germany bt Austria with
Berlin as the capita’.
~ The second grov-
the Catholic or C 1
is said to desire o
an republie,

composed of
t party which
i'h Westphali-

TELEPHONE WORKEDRS
AND PUBLIC MISUSED

Twin City Companies

Resort to Any Method

of Beating Emplcyes and Increasing Profits

By V. E. Michel
St. Paul, Minn.—Although the tele-

claim that they are unable to pay
their girl operators, now on strike,
niore than $1.60 to $1.80 per day, they
did pay $600,0600 in dividends to stoek-
holders during the first nine months
of thig current fiscal year.

This has been brought out
hearing before the state railroad anu
warehouse commission on rate in-
ereases, The company asked this
commission to grant rate increascs
amounting” to $2,300,000 annually.
They said this was necessary to meet
the wage demand of striking em-~
ployes. However, they openly admit-
ted that they proposed to pay their
workers less than $600,000 of the pro-
-pesed $2,300,000 for which they asked.
During the strike the companies
have hired whatever strikebreakers
they could secure and have paid them
two and thrce times the amount for
which the strikers worked during the
war as a patriotic measure. The com:-
panies have come out flatly now,
stating that there no longer is a strike
and attributing crippled service (o
{ederal control, in an attempt tc dis«

in the

management.  Strikers declare that
the strike has ceased to be a walkout
and that it is now a lockout., They
furthew cite instances of ecredit fou
groceries being suddenly shut off.
They blame the companies for this.
Telephone companies officially de-
clared that they would mnever {taks
back the strikers because federal con-
trol prevents. - Strike leaders, howev-
er, have called the hand of the com-
panies by demanding to see the in-
structions received from Washington
for such a stand. The strikers claim
that this move by the company is de-
signed to disgust union cireles with
federal control and that it is entirely
without authority.

* Believing that the calling of the
companies’ hand in this matter can he
done only at Washington, the strikers
have started a move to have Secretary
Burleson asked on the floor of the
house as to just what instructions he
gave the Twin Cities telephone com-
panies. At the same time it was
stated that President Gompers of the
American Federation of Labor has
been in conference with Seecretary

phone companies of the Twin Cities |

| the operators’ department of the In-
: lernational Brotherhood of Wire
Workers, has denied that federal au-
thorities have restrained the com-
| panies’ freedom in any manner. She
calims to have assurances from thor-
oughly competent and reliabie sources
that Postmaster General Burleson has
denied that the companies have been
deprived of their loeal autonomy 1n
any degree. Other labor leaders de-
clare that the companies are hiding
behind the present elastic federal ecn-
trol of telegraphs and telephones to
circumvent the demands of theis
workers,

G. W. Robinson, president of the
Tri-State company, which operates an
exclusive telephone monopely in St.
Paul, while the Bell system operates
in Minneapolis, is authority for the
statement that “none of the strikers
will be returned to their former jobs,
except those employes who have been
deterred from returning within the
specific time through fear, intimida-
tion or threats on the part of the
strikers.” He adds that the “man-
agement of the local compal}ies, act-
ing for the government, will carry out
these ihstructions.”

However, President Robinson flatly
refuses to divulge any telegrams or
their purports wherein he got any au-
thority from federal authorities for
this position He merely declares that
he got the instructions and he refuses
to be more explicit. It is pointed our,
however, that the clause of the “in-
structions” regarding strikers who
were “intimidated” leaves a very
large loophole in what might just as
well be made an airtight lockout.

H. H. Broach, organizer of the
workers’ union, explained the recent
“near settlement” of the strike. He
says that the workers were promised
reinstatement at their old jobs, with a
28 per cent wage increase contingent
upon the companies being * granted
their demanded rate increase. The
strikers, he said, were not to be dis-
criminated against because they had
struck. Strikebreakers were to be
given no preference.

However, when the workers report-
ed for duty they found that the strike-
breakers were given wide preferences
over them. The strikers were to be
compelled to start with the company
‘as beginners. They balked, and the
strike was resumed with 200 more
strikers than before. The new total,

Broach says, is 1,000.
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