
GREAT STRIKE OF STEEL WORKERS
CHALLENGES INDUSTRIAL AUTOCRACY

OUR WASHINGTON LETTER

Whole East Aroused By Struggle-
Employers Violate Constitution-
Much Speculation on Conference
Called By Wilson for October 6-
Plumb Plan Stops Rush to Return
Roads-Delegates Gather for In-
ternational Labor Meeting Under
League of Nations-Lodge Quotes
Miners as Against League.

Washington, D. C.-AII observers
in the East consider the steel strike
an event of first magnitude. The
whole world of eastern industry holds
its breath over the possible outcome.
In a special sense it is a struggle be-
tween the old order and the new.

The great steel trust broke up the
unions of American workers over a
generation ago. Native labor was
gradually replaced by workers lured
from the farms and towns of south-
ern Europe. With this raw material
the trust has been able to exercise an
autocracy over the livelihood of its
employes comparable to nothing
found in mere political forms. At the
same time the trust fastens its ten-
tacles on the federal government and
the government of every state where
it operates from Pennsylvania to Min-
nesota.

Rapidly increasing costs of living
have forced these ordinarily docile
employes to challenge this old order.
as the farmers of Minnesota have
challenged it with a tonnage tax on
iron ore. They have tried to organ-
ize, and now they strike first for the
right to organize and bargain collec-
tively and beyond that for better con-
ditions.

The organization has followed tra-
ditional federation of labor methods.
Consequently observers see in it a
test of these methods and the spring-
ing up of different types of labor or-
ganizations in case of failure. Labor
participation in politics will grow; so
also will the one big union sentiment
as preached by the I. W. W.

PRIVATE WARFARE ALLOWED
Dispatches from Wilson's special

train declare he has decided not to
act, feeling that he has done every-
thing possible to prevent the break.
The fact that the United States Con-
.t;:ution, however, is being violatedl
in Pennsylvania by refusal to allow
norkm;en he right of assemblage and

by brutal r..s.:,ults of - :nmen on ur-
armed workers, would indicate that
the administration is not so neutral
as supposed. It is not enough to put
the responsibility on state authori-
ties. If workingmen were rioting it
would not take the federal govern-
ment long to see that the law was
upheld, as in the case of the Chicago
riots in 1892.

If, on the other hand, the workers
had voted for men of their own kind
instead of old-party politicians, their
ballots would not now be coming back
to them in the form of clubs, bullets
and suspension of law. It almost
passes understanding that even old-
party officeholders can allow private
warfare to be waged by the great cor-
porations.

CAI'ITAL-LABOR CONFERENCE
What v:ill come of President Wil-

son's industrial conference, which has
been called to meet here on October
6?

Speculation in this rich field is
warming up, as big business men and
leaders of the more powerful labor
unions mysteriously come and go
from their conferences with Bernard

i-aruch, the man who has the affair
in charge for the president.

The first guess of four-fifths of the
observers is that the men picked to
comprise this conference will put
through a resolution declaring that
the senate should immediately ratify
the Paris treaty in its present form,
without amendment or reservations,
in order that industrial peace may be
.ecurol.

Beyond that point the estimates
vary widely. Some very well-informed
men declare that the administration
has determined to insist upon a na-
tionwide reorganization of industry
upon a profit-sharing basis, as one
possible safeguard against the spread
of the public-ownership idea con-
tained in the Plumb plan for the
railroads. Others maintain that Mr.
Wilson has in mind only an appeal to
the conscience of the big employers
ti permit the complete organization
of their workers, and the recognition
of collective bargaining.

One thing seems to be clear-that
the conference will have little direct
rolation to the farmers of the West.
It is chiefly an emergency meeting.of
the big business spokesmen with the
chiefs of the labor movement, at
which the administration is to pro-
pcse a compromise of the struggle
that threatens to tie up the big in-

dustries-railroads, mines, factories
of many sorts, etc. There are men
who believe that the fact that the
steel strike was not held off is due to
the desire of Judge Gary to impress
this conference with the need for .i
"strong" policy toward labor on the
part of the government.

It will be of more value to big cap-
ital than to labor in spite of the big'
rhetoric of freedom certain to pour
forth at the conferences.

PLUMB PLAN AFFECTS
CONGRESS

Despite the fact that probably 90
per cent of the present congress is
hostile to the Plumb plan of demo-
cratic control of the railroads, there
is no certainty, as yet, that the rail-
roads will be returned to private man-
agement on December 31. A com-
promise whereby the present scheme
of control may be extended thre or
five years is possible. One of the
first effects of the campaign of the
Plumb Plan league has been to make
a large number of members of the
house cautious about saying anything'
against public ownership; many of
them privately agree that it would
be wise to let the railroad situation
drift, and "see how the government'
gets along" with the existing ar-
rangement.

MANY FARMERS APPROVE
Benjamin C. Marsh, testifying be-

fore he house committee on interstate
and foreign commerce, and speaking
for the Farmers' National Committee
on Transportation, showed that the
farmers in many states are favorable:
to the principles in the Plumb plan.
Marsh had sent out to the presidents !

of state Farmers' unions and to the
masters of state Granges the ques-
tion: "In your judgment, do the mem-;
hers of your state organization favor
government ownership and democrat-
ic operation of the railroads?"

To this query the president of the'
Colorado state Farmers' union and
the president of the California state
Farmers' union replied, "Yes." The
same answer, but in more vigorous
terms, came from Illinois, North:
Carolina, Louisiana, Idaho, Oregon
and Washingon and from J. N. Titte-
more of the American Society of
Equity.

The president of the Louisiana state
Farmers' union answer: "I feel safe
in saying now that 99 per cent of
the farmers in my state favor gov-
ernment ownership of the railroads
and democratic operation of the same.
The Louisiana state Farmers' union
has for the past 10 years demanded
government ownership not only of the
railroads but of all public utilities,
these to be run in the interest of all
the people."
INTERNATIONAL LABOR MEET

Delegates from Germany, Austria,
Hungary and Bulgaria are expected
to come to Washington next month,
under permission, rather than official
invitation, to attend and take part in
the first meeting of the labor con-
ference provided for in the league'
of nations pact.

The constitution of the labor sec-
tion of the league provides that only i
miember nations of the league shall
take part in its work. However, the
I,:' r:ati. ' P '!n n f Trade
V'nions, reorganized at Amsterdam
in July, voted against taking part o,
!':1r as spok,:smen for the organized
e:ber bodc s should be concerned--un-
,Ie:: thio Germans and the other peo-

ples of central Europe, excluded from
the lIagu:e at present, were likewise
invitd. Amrican and British dole-

:t";s oppos, d this boycott, but with-
out axail. The Washington gather-

":g pronised to be a flat failure
.

I hen :some interested in the suc-
ccs:; of the plan, and still friendly to
tie. Amsterdam drcision, privately 3o-

cured the consent of Samuel Com-n
!:,.rs. Iloyd George and Clemenceau
to keep still on the issue of German
.icit-•g•es. Unofficial assurance went

to Berlin, Vienna, Budapest and So-
ia. The Germans are coming, at

their own initiative, ant the other
three delegations will probably fol-
low. When they arrive, the mem-
bers of the conference will decide as
to whether they shall be admitted.'
The decision will be affirmative, it is
understood, in order to make it pos-;
sible for the delegates from France,
Italy, Switzerland, Norway, Sweden,

e n;narlk, Holland and other coun-
tries to remain.

There is a possibility that the
American delegates will not get into
the conference at the start. Until
the treaty shall have been ratified by
the senate, the United States is out-
side the league of nations, and hence
its delegates are on the same footing
with those from Germany or Bul-
garia. Sessions are to begin on Oc-

tober 29.
Five topics are to be discussed by

the delegates of the nations: The
eight-hour day, regulation of work
for women, regulation of work for
children, social insurance and preven-
tion of occupational accidents and
diseases.

THE TREATY ISSUE
Henry Cabot Lodge, senior senator

from Massachusetts, does not often
publicly recognize the organized
workingman or the farmer as an im-
portant element in the making of na-
tional policy, but the other day he
put before the senate a long press
dispatch which told of the actions of
the convention of the United Mine,
Workers of America upon the Paris
treaty.

The coal miners, numbering some
half million men, had thus far been
represented by their international
union officials as being solidly lined
up for the ratification of the treaty
and the league of nations. Their dele-
gates, in convention at Cleveland,
voted down a resolution offered by
their general secretary-treasure,.,
William Green, and approved by their
resolutions committee, urging the
senate to ratify the treaty and league
at once, without amendments. Then
the miners voted to table the whole
subject, as being one of a purely po-
litical character.

In the senate arguments, pro and
con, the oppositions appears to get
the major part of the applause from
the galleries, at least. They are able
to appeal to many of our most cher-
ished sentiments; whereas those who
favor ratification without change have
only the appeal of the best possible:
business arrangement under the cir-
cumstances. The question, for in-
stance, of why we should have only
one vote in the league assembly to
Great Britain's six comes under this
head. Wilson men reply that we have
equal voice in the council, but this
does not allay national pride nor
answer the question as to why Great
Britain has the extra five if they are
of no use.

ANTELOPE
Miss Juha Porter spent the we •k

end visiting friends at Scobey.
Mrs. Stever•, who has been viazt-

ing in Minneapolis the past summer,
returned home this week.

Mrs.. Fied and Mrs. Weldon '.ich
arcoun will c~ tortain the Art C('}u
Octolelr 2nud at the home of Mrs. I'. .1i
Ri, na:rdson

Mr. and Mis. Sundahl and Mr. ard
Mrs. We.l were invited guests at 9'.e
iUlak., home, for supper last Fr''d y
evening.

lU.ls Is.'bell Barry, of Plentyw f,!,
Miss hia'oge Dick and Miss Ida S. t:t,
of Culbertson spent the week " no
v:.-ting at the, Strom home.

l r'. and 5i s. Strom, Jack Courtn,;y.
J. E. 'W\'a:s!ky, Henry Hendrick'..L,
Marguerite HAndrickson, Eva Han' r,
Mac and Thve Bertleson, Effie R :r
vi, ani EI\ rett Stewart were Ple.' y-
w is I vi-itor' last Saturday eve-i:,(,
motoring up to take in the danc,.

Jihn '"et.:r..n and Bill GothrLi
matured tc y'dicine Lake last iAn-
day, where tl..y put in the day t i.-.
ing dtcks. "'re ducks are either ,.1'
ting wise to the fact that the sea n
h;.: o. oi •t or the opening (lay 1nw

t!'o many f their feathered fre lli

/ o ':'% .< 4 y,AC

r
XWhen the WhistleBlows

-here's the real man's arink-Exelao
Refreshment with the noon hour-a-t trengstlsfti.
gwnr at tee day's end-- friendly b aver•g
for the evenzing

Better!
Nippy with the strength of purest cereals, HAit •

Satishe .! HAMM E
The drink with, that geod ok taste." STPAULMI

PLENTY WOOD,

MONTANA..........

dmaoppdl into the game coats of the
.' rt.,mcn of this vicinityfi one of

the. two, as they fly high and are
scarce and cearey.

M,. and .rs. Al Hoven and .:.
and MI',. A. 1. VanVorst spent :te
Socek end! at Medicine Lake hunting
duck?. 'I ,) report the ducks -.s

Miss H:umewve'l was a wee.c end
visi:or in F, atywood.

Miss IX - c of Homestead was in
t!he city last Saturday, giving nr
pu,,ils their t ery other week ma i7
l*-.,sn.

Pr/of. !:,e.lsc, and Miss Lund, a at
were t:,:tu. lay and Sunday vise ).s
ini Ooulok.

I iruteI'I: It D. Smith of the 1'. ..r
S. IFil'and, las been visiting at r:1
A. J Strierll lome for the past f.w

%l:n.t. 1 :::.'n of the St. Anthoae .
DU:k ta V- :'ds Co., was in this ,e'ty
thri' •eCk. Ih..king after the inte, r:- s
of :he heal Jsrd.

A. J. Jensen drove up from Bain-
ville Tuesday, in which vicinity he
has been taking care of the auction
sales. Jensen is .t : .ln m:ea ihe e

days, an.': ;t takes vo,e er to fol-
low his tracks through the country
unless you go to all' the sales he has
billed. He reports horses are selling
very good, considering the conditions
at present.
spans the Antelope Creek.

Otto Hendrickson rented his farm
this week to Frank Erickson, and will
move to town in the near future,
where he can give his full and undi-
vided attention to the needs of the
people of this vicinity, in the mercan-
tile business.

FOR SALE
CHEAP

New 16 in. Emer-
son Sulky Plow.

One 14 horse-pow-
er Mogul Gas En-
gine, good as new,
equipped with a
magneto.

Good assortment
o f second hand
Ford Touring Cars
at prices to suit.

Mont. Motor Co.

MR. FARMER--

You don't want an

Auctioneer for Love, Looks

or "Loot"--

If you want an Auctioneer, you want
him for the service he is able to give
you. It is for this you pay. For the serv-
ice you have a right to expect--G E T

J. Franc Murray
Westby, - - - Montana

Leave orders at Producers News Office

for a
Helland-Strand square

deal

Harness, Hardware,
Paints and Oils

Get our prices before you buy

HELLAND-STRAND

The City Cafe

EAT WELL, FEEL WELL, DO WELL

It all depends on what eats you buy, where you
buy your eats, and what you pay for your eats.
If you buy good eats you eat well. If you eat
well, you feel well. If you feel well you do well.
Most people eat at the CITY CAFE. Why not you?

CHOP SUEY, Evenings after 8 o'clock

FOR A O MEAL

Go to

ELGIN CAFE
JIM POPESKU, Prop. PLENTYWOOD


