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Plumb Plan Meetings--

Westby, Mohday p. m. Febh. 18; Dooley,
Conductor Moeller, of the Soo Line,

Wed. p. m.; Feb. 18; Raymond, Friday, Febru: 20,
will explain the Plumb Plan of handling our railways.

THE PRODUCERS NE

A Paper, of the People, for the People, by the People

Coatinuing the Outlook Promater
Volume 7, Num ber 17,

___Plentywood, Sheridan County, Montana, February 6, 1920 '

Another Big

A C. M. Subsidies Escape
Taxes on Over $45,000,000

-

(Special to the Producers News)

Helena.

In the face of Court decision requiring them to in-

crease the assessed valuation they had fixed on the property of
the Montana Power company, the Thompson Falls Power company
and the Great Falls Power company, all aubsidiaries of the Anacon-
da Copper Mining company, Governor Stewart, Secretary of State
Stewart and State Treasurer H. L. Hart, comprising the majority
of the state board of equalization, Friday afternoon, Jan. 23, went
“to the bat” again for the corporation and succeeded in holding
down the increase in assessment from $49,000,000, as demanded
by Attorney General Ford, to $8,500,000, thus saving to the com-
panies, taxes on the difference between $34,600,000—the figure at
which they are now to be azsessed—and $80,000,000, which the at-
gg:ey general contended was the actual- valuation of the proper-

Ea'.rly! last fall, Attorney General¥

Ford and State Auditor Porter, com-
prisiny &' minority of the state board
of equalization, protested that the as-
sessed valuation of §31,000,000, plared
by the majority of the board on the
Anacgnda company's subsidiary pow-
er companies! property, was inade-
quate. Attormey General Ford con-
tended that the figures on which the
companles should be assessed for tax-
ation purposes should equal the fig-
ures submitted by the power compa-
nies to the state public service com-
mission a5 a means of securing their
authorized rates for szerviee, which
valuations aggregated $50,000,000.

The matter was taken .into the
courts with the result that the equali-
zation board was ordeved to reconvene
and revise upward its nssessment on

“the “powercompmites’ property, T a5

reported by the Producers News last
week, The above meeting was tho
result,

Through action of Governor Stew-
art, Becretary of State Stewart amd
Btate Treusurer art, the boarl’s ma-
jority, the assessed valuation of the
companies’ property was increased
approximatey 53,500,000, bringing the
total valuation placed on the property
to $34,500,000. Attorney General Ford
and State Auditor Porter, comprizing
the minority of the board, voted
apainst the mujority’s action and in-
sigted that the increise should be ov-
er 249,000,000, thus bringing the to-
tal valuation to $80,000,000.

It was asserted by the attorney
eneral that the valuation az  fixerd
¥ the power companics on  their
ropertics when they appeared he-
ore the public service commission to
have their rates for licht, pas and
power service fixed, agrregated $80,-
B00,000, but that when they appeared
before the equalization board in  the
matter of fixing the amounts on which
they should be taxed by the people,
their figures had undergone a sharp
revision downward.

An intervesting feature of the ac-
tions of the mujority of the equaliza-
tion board in the matter was their re-
tention of Attorney John G. Brown, a
noted eorporation attorney, as counsel
for “the people.”

H. L. Hart, who voted to allow the
power companies to escape taxation
on over $45,000,000 wvalustion, had
previously annoonced his intention of
running as a delegate to the republi-
can national convention.

Helena, Feb. 3,—Members of the
state hoati] of cqualization today sub-
mitted their report on assessments of
“intercounties properties" of the Mon-

‘he presented the hupe

PETITION UNCLE SAM
TO KEEP RAILROADS

MONSTER PETITION FOR THE
PERMANENT PUBLIC OWNER-
SHIF OF RAILWAYS PRESENT-
ED IN CONGRESES—NOT A
WORD IN REACTIONARY PRESS

Washington, B, C.—Grimy and dog-
eared from rough travel through fae-
tovies, shops, minesz, lodee halls and
farmer meetings, & monster petition
foi the permanent public ownership of
the railroads, was presented in  the
United State? Houz¢ of Representa-
tives recently, by HRep, James H. Sin-
clair of North Dukota.

Getting up a big petition to  Con-
gress is a difficult job. The Public
Ownership League of America, hav-
ing itz headguarters in Chicago, re-
cently sent out to il members  and
friends in 56 states, a petition calling
upon Congres: to pravide for the
permanent public ownership of the
railroads, under terms which should
be just to the publie at large, to the
railroad workerz, and to the present
owners. They asked for public owner-
511'1}‘1 with democratie contral.

This potition went everywherve along
the railroad system, into remote farm-
ing distriets, inta the mines, through
the factories and even into an ocea-
sional city office.

Then it was shipped to Represen-
tative Sinclair of North Dakota, and
volume—it,
weighed nearly 20 pounds—and laid it
on the Speaker's desk. on the Satur-
day hefore the holiday recess.

Mr. Sinclair printed in
gressional Record a letter from the
Pablie Ownership League, cxplaining |
that the petition expresses the senti-
ment of millions of organized labor,
organized farmers, and other millions
of unorganized citizens who make up
the public at large. )

NOT A WORD IN KEPT PRESS

This is the biggest single petition
presentell in Conpress in years, and
vet, so far as is known, not a word
appearced in anyone of the big newspa-
pers although all of them received the
item from their press agnts.

The text of the pefition is brief. It
reads:

“Toa the Congress of the United

States:

“Gentlemen: We, the undersigned
citizens of the United States, herehy
respetfully ptition and urge the in-

tana, Great Falls and Thomg Falls
Power companies to the supreme
court in compliance with the decision
and writ of mandate handed down
some time ago. The return ineluded
a request to the court for an orler
approving their work and it also
shows the allocation of the increased
assesament for each of the lines of
the companies. The return was sign.
ed by GOV. 8. V. STEWART. SECRE-

TARY OF STATE C. T. STEWART |0

AND STATE TREASURER H. I.
HART as individuals and az mem-
bers of the board.

The return inclwles the minutes of
the last few meetings of the board in
a wealth of details. The board, in ar-
riving ut the value of intercounties
properties of the company in question,
determined the full and true cash
values of each cowmpany, subtracted
the values of local assessments and
the balance gave the intercountics
properties values, which were adied to
}:_he previous assessments for each
ine. :

Mrs. Clair Stoner Undergoes
Operation at Qutlook Hospital

Mera. Clair Stoner of the Outlook
country, well known throughout Sheri-
dan county because of her Farm Bu-
resl activities, submitted to a major
operation at the Outlook hospital last
weekk which was suceessful, and is
now recovering rapidly.

troduction and passage by your hon-
orable body of zuch meagurez as will
bring about, under conditions in all
respects just to the American people,
the workers and prezent owners, the
acutal and permanent Public Owner-
ship of the United States Government
of the Railroads of the Nation, to-
gether with proper guarantees of efli-
cient operation and demoeratic con-
].ll

THE PEOPLE HAVYE PAID FOR

THE ROADS—KEEP THEM

On the back of each sheet of the

etition iz the lepend: "“Keep the
Flai‘lroads. The People have bought
and paid for them twiee over; the
Peaple should own and operate them.”

Then fellowing a statement setting
forth that—"“The people of thiz na-
tion have iu\l'esl:ed’J over $000,000,000
in rehahilitatiog the railway system
that private ownership had so ex-
ploited and plundered and misman-
aged that it was utterly inadequate.

“The People have invested another
975,000,000 in improving labor con-
ditions and pulling the railroads out
out of an impossible sitnation that pri-
vate ownership had created.

“The Government has rehabilitated
the delapidated system, unified it, ef-
fected numerous economies, and guar-
anteed the private owners their uspal
dividends. And yet they are not £~
isfied. They want the railroads back
again Jor further exploitation and
plunder.

“We protest. Now that the people

{Continued on Page Eight)
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COUNTY COMMR’S DON'T
HAVE TO TELL WHAT BE-

Nobody But & Brute and a Fanatic
Would Want Them to Do Suck &
Thing—HKaiser Weinrich, Louking
the Worse for Wear, Is Spectator
at Hearing.

The agglication for & Writ of Man-
date, filed some time ago by County
Attorney Gunther in the district court,
praying for an order reguiring the
County Commizsioners to file a state-
ment showing what kind of a final
settlement t
the Montana & Dakota Elevator Com-

any, was heard Wednesday afternoon

v Judge C. E, Comer and the writ
was hy him denied.

County Attorney Gunther, assisted

E 'by Attorney George Cudhie, appeared

for the payers and Attoyney
George Hurd of the law firm of Nor-
ris & Hurd of Great Falls, appeared
for the commissioners.

County Attormey Gunther by this
proceeding attempted to compel the
eounty commissioners to tell what
sort of a settlement had been made
with the Montana & Dakota Elevat-
or Company last spring, when Com-
missioner Matkin & Weinrich, accom-
panied by Attorney Elery and Ex-Au-
ditor James F.  Redmond went to
Minneapolis and made a2 settlement
with the above elevator company and
whick settlement hag never been  di-
volged and never entered into  the
minutes of the board or filed in the
recovils of Bheridan ecunty, Montana.

The County Commissioners hy reso-

Minneapolis amd to take with them, J.
F. Redmond, to make this final zet-
tlement and when they returned
2,000 was handed to the County
Treasurer by Commissioner Matking
with nn other explanation than to
credit. the same to the Montana &
Daketa Elevator Company. The ex-
penses of My, Matking and the salary
und expenses of James F. Redmond
were paid by the county, Who paid
Mr. Ellory is not known, but it is sus-
pectedt that he was paid divectly by
the Montana & Dakota Elevator Com-
pany, deducting the same oul of the
balance due to Sheridan county after
the =zettlement had been made by the
{Continued en Pape Eight)

COME OF THE $20,000!

" MANDAMUS CASE DISMISSED

made last spring with { {0

lution authorized themselves to gu to .

C0. AGENT ANDER-
SON CANNED AGAIN

Tounty Commissioners Don't Want

‘"Amny Man That the Farmera Want
—Won't Work With Portugese, As
! Call Anderson,

The County Agent i4 eanned npain.
'gle County Commissioners won't

They told Mr. Taylor of the Agri-
cultural' Depattment, ar College of
the atate of Montana, that the next
man that eame up to iue county agent,
they wanted to talk to before they
Hired him,

It is reported that these birds whe
happen now to be county commission-
ers to the great misfortune of the
people and the sverlasting disgrace of
,county, said that they did not
desire to nor would they associate
with a Portugese, which they called
Anderson.

It ia thought that what they want
84 county agent is a horse tr{ier, or
a third story ariist, or a safe eracker,
or a highwayman, or some ane with
whom they can associate with con-
genially, who will not be likelv to
splil the beanz when some ons stenls
the poison oats.

However, the county commiszioners
told the Farm Burean Dircctors
whete te hewd in at, and again can-
ned County Apent Anderson.

DANIELS COUNTY

County Commissionern  After  Brief
Consideration, Deny Withdrawaix
to Valley County Citizens and Sign
Order [or County Divisien Election.

The hearing on the petition far the
calling of the election on the proposi-
tion of the ereation of Danielz county
rame up before the Board of County
Commissioners, Tuemday aftermoon,
Fetnuary 3rd.

There was a  delegation
from the new eounty.

There was also a delegation pres-
ent from Valley county to  jprotest
agginst the callimg of the election on
the proposed Duniels eounty proposi-
tion, with withdrawals to file.

Ageistant County Attorney Cudhie
appeared for Daniels county and At-

Pproezent

{Continued on Page Eight)

HOPELESS.

Qe

'ECourt Stood 3 to

2, Brantley

and Holloway Dissenting

{Special to The Producers News)

Helena, Jan. 30.—With Chief Justice Brantly
Holloway dissenting, the state supreme court this morning sus-

and Justice

tained the inalientable rights of the people of Montana to pass

District Judge Poorman of Hele
primary case,

or dizsapproval. The scheduled cl

The opinicn af the Caurt
nouneed todny is considered une of
the most mameut s in the histery of
the state.  Accarding to allorneys, i
forever exfablishes the fact that the
acts of the lexislature are not supreme
to the wishes of the peaple.

At the last specind session of the
state legislature, called ostensibly for
the purpose of affording relief tn

]dmuth-strickm Tarmerg, the jority
'of the legizslature amended HEale
'primary law by veguiring that every

vater should declare his party affilia-
tions when he enfers the polls to vote,
and should be hamded enly one party
hallot, instea:d of the system wherehy
the party afiliations of the voters
wirrs secrot.

it early becaime evident that the
tamnpering with the primary law was
unpopular with the people of the
state generally, and in order Lo pre-
vent the matter Fram being voled up-
on, the legislature took advantape of
the “emergancy®  provisions  and
amended the primary Jaw  on  the
erounds that its passage was an “em-
ergency” act, *necessary For the im-
mediate preservation of the public
| peace and satety.”
Thousands ef petitions were  pre-
imented to the secretary of slate by the
(voters demanding that the amcenrded
Taw be heid inoperative unlil  such
time as the people could have the op-
portunity of vating wpen it. In  an
effort to prevent these petitions from
heing accepted and the matter refer-
red to the people, the advoeates of
the closed primary, through one Sam
Good , 5aid te he a busimess nan
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of Helena, applicd in District Judge
Poorman's eourt for an injunclion re-
straining the seeretary of state from
accepting the referendum  petitions
and calling a  referendum  election,
The deeisicn of the supreme  court
this morning reverses the decision of
Judge Ponrman, whoe held for Good-
man.

As the mattérs now stand there
will be no state primary election held
in April as would have heen the case
had the supreme court’s deck-fon
been otherwize. There will, however,
be the regular presidential  primar
election in April at which only presi-
dential clectors and delegates to the
nalional party conventions will be ac.
cepted. The state primary wil:
held in August, as wsoal,

Hugo Hess Operated on
for Appendicitis

* Ld

Hugo Hess, one of the memberz of
Hess %Orothers. “onanza farmers in the
Omtlock country, was taken suddenly
very ill at the farm last week and
was rushed to the Outlook hospital,
where it was found that he was af-
flicted with appendicitiz and was ina
very dangercus condition. He was
aperated npon immediately and it vwas
digcavered that the appendix had rup-
turesl. Hawever, the operation  was
suecessful and at this time, Mr. Hess
is reportel to be recovering rapidly.

Plumb Plan Meeting
At Outlook

Conductor Mocller, who is chairman
af the Felerat~d Railromd Unions of
the state of North Dakota and who
runs throe times a week on the Seo
Line betveeen Kenmare, N DL, and
Whitetail, Montana, spoke to an at-
tentive aulienece at the Stivers Hall

ler prezentesl his zubject in a  very
instructive zmd  interesting  manner

last Friday evoning. Conduetor Moel- | give the tota

upon the actions of their legisiators and reversed the decision of

na in his decigion in the closed

Under the terms of the supreme court's decision the *‘emer-
gency” law amending the state primary act by making it a clozsed
primary and advancing the date is rendered inoperative until the
people of the state have had a chance to express their approval

osed primary which

otherwise

would have been held in April will not be hald at all and the usual
procedure of an open primary in August will he substituted. 5
The court’s decision in the primary case was written hy Jus-
tice John Matthews and concul'resi in by Justices Hurly and Cooper.
e e g

WEDDING BELLS FOR
WHITETAIL COUPLE

MISS SOPHIA ELFREDA WHITE
_.OF WHITETAI ANMR WiL-
g HUNT OF

MESIDE, SASK, MARRIED.

Miss Sophin Elfredn White,  the
popular postmistress of Whitetuil, and
Mr. William Edward Hunt, a weli
known and popular younr man  of
Falilieside, Sask., Canada, were united
in the holy boml: of matrimony at
Plentywood, Saturday aftermoon, Jan-
ary 2lst, Rev. R. Friilley saving
the words thot united the happy
vouny couple for tife.

The newlyweds left Monday via
Raymond for Whitetail, where they
will visit for a time hefore leaving
for their home at Edilieside, Sask.,
where they will he at home to their
many friends after Anril 1st.

The bride 2 the populor postmis-
tress of Whitetnil, vhere she has re-
sided for several yras and has many
Iviemds. The ™M s @ prosperous
farmer of Bddieside, Sasl.

DOLIN MANDAMUS
CASE HEARD

The Mandanus Action brought by
Joe Dolin agaiokt Clerk & Recorder
A. A. Major, to get a writ compelling:
him to jssuc a warrant in payment of
a claim passed by the boarnl nf eoun-
Lty commissioners over the awdit of
({mnty Auditor O'Grady, wherchy it
scems that an effort iz being made to
ahelish and repeal the autherity of
the county auditor by court fiat, was
heard before Judge Comer at  the
rourt house last Priday afterncon,
The firm of Babeock & Ellery ap-
peaved gor Mr. Dolin and County A

Major. Arguments were made

briefs submitted we understand. f
If this case is won by Mr. Dolr

it will mean that the county commis-

that there iz no department of gov-
any kind, The county commissionersg’

can then audit and allow their owd’
s,

CHARITY BA )
A GREAT SUCCESS

of the Outleok General Hospital was
a suceess in. every way. In connee-.

to the highest bidders and congideér-
able revénune was derived therefrom?
The 5 returns from the venture
was m $185. There will not be
much expense as most evefything was
donated to an undertaking of this
kind. The Outlook General Hospital
iz becoming more and more populdr
and fox the past seversl weeks all of
the rooms have been filled with peo-
ple on a waiting list for a tarn.
community spirit behind this institu-
tion is geing to make the undertak-
ing a suecess.

authentic,
4 number of cooperative
arganizations in Minnesotn as

Figures rei)utexl to ba

and wax well veceived.

¥

and lowa third.

2 2950,
Wisconzin comes seeond  with 2070,
-
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torney Gunther amd Assistant County
Attarney Cudhie appeared for Mr,

sioners are a law unto themselves amnl

ernment upen which there is check of,

The Charity Ball given at Outlosk .
lest Saturday evening for the benefit ”

tion with the dance baskets were sold*
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