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THE MONTANA POWER COMPANY

For purpeses of convenience, this company and its sabsidiaries will be referred to simply as “The~Montdna Power Company.’’

i

No. 3---The Big Customer

ey

In the last advertisement mention was made of the Company’s 38,000 store,
office and recidence customers living in 60 Montana cities and towns, all
of whom are valued patrons.

Their combined consumption, however, is but a small part of The Montana
Power Company’s total output.

-

All of them taken together paybut 20 per cent of the Company’s revenues.

In mining and metallurgy one of the chief requirements is power---power to operate drills, trans-
port ores undergrouind, hoist them to the surface, convey them to the smelters, to crush, sep-
arate and refine/the metals, to pump water from the mines and operate extensive mine ven:
tilation systems. )

Steam power is neither cheap nor flexible. The annual cost of steam nower is from $100 to $140
per borsepower. It cannet be conveve) lorg distances without serious loss nor produced
econonically in small quantities at izclated stations. /

[llectrie power, on the other ‘hand, ean be earrizd to any point wit_h_reasonable power loss, It
costs the consumesr ioss then @ thivd as much as siream 1n the mining and incustrial centers,
and much less than that in the isolated plants far from railways. :

The Montana Power Company was ereated primarily to supply power to the mines, mills, smelters

and railroads of the state. Today they take by far the greater part of the company’s output
- and furnish much the greater part of its earnings.

The large mining companies contracted for power before it was developed and bound themselves
to take and pay for it during the life of the mines.

The railway companies contracted for power for a period of 99 years.

The Montana Power Company’s transmission lines are tied together in such a way that failure of
current at one place brings an Immediate supply from other plants and over other lines.
. Thus the company is able to provide absolutely dependable service.

Furthermore, as its oporalions aye conducted upon a large scale, it is able to produce light, heat
and nower at mire s cost fov: (@) 38,665 lighting customers; (8) 2965 heating cuslomers;
() Lisd puwer euswtiieis.

Without the demand of tie large ~stemers, this utility could never have been created to serve
the small customer and the pubile at the rates now charged.,

In localities remote from transportation facilities, mines, mills and other comparatively small in-
dustries are enabled to operate because their plants are reached by the Company’s lines---the

saving between the cost of electric power and that of supplying fuel representing the differ-
ence between profit and loss.

Residents of small, isolated communities likewise enjoy light and power service of the same stand-
ard as those of the largest communities in the state.

Therefore there is a common interest between the company and its largest and smallest custom-
ers in the conduct of the business.

| THE MONTANA POWER COMPANY
JOHN D. RYAN, President B

S

Lote: All iucss and Agueres Qo in these advertisements cdi be verificd by public aocu...c..u, tie recorcs oi the
Compary or those of the Staie Puliic Service Commission.
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