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Cards in Court.

In the examination of the case of the
gamblers Spencer, Haley and Muldowney,
to-day, the defence put forward three wit-
nesses, whose testimony was mostly f
what may be called the expert nature as
it related mostly to the manipulation of
cards. As this case, now drawing to ua
close, has excited much attention and

may be regarded in the light of a test as
to whether the skin games frequently
practiced by gamblers, are punishable or
not, we shall make more detailed refer-
ence to the circumstances which gave rise
to the present case than we have hitherto
done. Epencer and Smith, with two
more, were playing seven-up.  After
+begging,” the nine of clubs appeared as
trumps; Spencer held the three, four, five,
six, seven and eight of trumps and all the
aces except that of trumps: Smith held
the ace. king, queen, jack, ten and two of
trumps and all the other kings. It there-
fore appeared that Smith held high, low,

Jack and cards enough to make twenty-
nine for game—all that the average player
would think he needed to make the full
four points. Spencer then displayed all

his cards except one ace and offered to bet
$750 that he could make “game.” Smith

covered the wager and they played.

When six tricks had been played Smith

had won them all and held three. kings,

none of them being trumps, while Spen-
ceq held the three aces of the same suits.
Spencer, of course, took the three tricks,
and made twenty-one, enoagh to give him

“game” and win the $1,500. Hence this
case. Gamblers who have given testimony
in the case thus far all admit being fa-
miliar with these hands as being used for
puposes of trickery, and while maintain-
ta'aing the possibility of such hands being
dealt honestly, none of them remember to
have seen the combination appear in a
square deal. Yesterday afternoon, while
Frank Martin, a gambler, was testifying
for the defence, he said that it was possi-
ble for a good player to make four times
with the hand Smith held against the
cards vlayed by Shencer. In the interests
of justice, Judge Budlong (who is not en-
tirely unacquainted with the pasteboards)
produced a “deck™ and gave Martin the
cards held by Smith, while he played
Spencer’s hand. The on-lookers, com-
posed mostly of the sporting fraternity,
were greatly inteiested, and when the
judge by an intenti snal blunder lost his
point, there was a chorus of applause. But
his honor rallied, and clearly exemplified
that by sticking to the rules of good play-
ing, which would induee him to hold back
the aces till the last, he conld not possi

bly be kept out of the one point un which
Spencer won the pile. The witness Mar-
tin admitted the fact, and so ended the
game of cards in court. We have de-
scribed the incident as illustrating the
way even-handed justice is sometimes ad-
ministered in Montana and also for show-
ing such of our readers as may be ama-
teur seven-up, players how easy it is to be
fleeced in a game where they appear to
have it all their own way.
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Electric Lighting.

Learning that 1L W. Cole, agent for an
electric light company was at the Living-
ston, a representative called upon him for
such information as he cared to furnish in
regard to his errand to this country. Mr.
Cole very readily responded to the request
and said that he is agent for the United
States Electric Light - Company, with
headquarters at New York. This company
has had a corporate existence since over a
year ago, but bhas not operated until
lately, owing to reluctance in introducing
its system of iilemination until it was
perfected so s to surpass that of competi-
tors. At the opening of thé Brooklyn sus-
pension bridge the U. 8. company was
awarded the contract for lighting that im-
mense structure, and since that time has
been e:;tcniling its operations. Mr. Cole
claims many advantaget for his company’s
system, among others fhat danger from use
of their apparatusis reduced to the mini-
mum and that the light given is absolutely
steady, and not glowing with the fitful
brightncss that characterizes the Brush and
other eystems. This is ¢o eatircly true
‘that the company is re..dy to guarantee
that a person may read or write under one
of their clectric lamps for hours without |

Price, Ten Cents.

light furnished by this apparatus is abso-
lutely perfect as an artificial light. Be-
side that for illumination the company
controls and operates methods of  utilie-
ing electric power for mechanical pur-
poses. At the recent railway exposition
in Chicago their railway motor engine,
operated by electricity, took all the hon-
ors. They also have a system for trans-
mitting by electric wires mechanical
power, generated by cither steam or water,
to a distance of 20 miles, or even more,
though a greater distance than that men-
tioned might be unprotitable by reason of
increased expense for apparatus.

Mr. Cole is now on his way to the Na-
tiongl Park where, on behalf of his com-
pany, he will determine upon the appli-
ances required for lighting by electricity
the hotel and grounds at Mammoth Hct
Springs. The company has the contract
for this work and as soon as Mr. Cole fur-
nishes the requisite estimates he will tele-
graph to St. Paul where an apparatus is
stored awaiting his notification, and it will
be immediately shipped to the Park, and
Mr. Cole hopes will be in operation at the
opening of the hotel August 1st. This
_vear‘ about twenty arc lights will be used,
being distributed through the grounds,
office, dining-rooms and halls, but next
year incandescent jets will be supplied in
their place. Each of the so-called arc
lights is of 2,000 candle power, while the
incandescent lights are only of twenty-
five candle power. These latter much re:
semble in general appearance a gas jet,
but are vastly different, being a cm‘bon
point surrounded by a hollow glass globe
about an inch and a halt in diameter
which, when incandescence is in progress,
appears a ball of white light of marvelous
illuminating power. The jets can, by
subdivision of the electric power, be intro-
duccd into rooms after the manner of gas
burners and in this way are a great im-
provement upon the more ponderous arc
lights.

When Mr. Cole has the apparatus in the
Park in working condition he will visit a
few Montana towns and make an effort to
secure the introduction of the system he-
represents for their illumination. He will
begin with Livingston and hopes to get
good encouragement here. Inreply to a
question as to the expense of maintaining
such an enterprise he said that it was only
a question of the expense entailed by the
power necessary to  generate the elee-
tricity. A three-quarter horse power en-
gine would, he said, supply the electric
fluid to maintain one arc light of 2,000
candle power. Such an engine would
consume six pounds of coal per hour, so
the expense of maintaining an electrie.
light may be easily figured. Of the in-
candescent lights or electric jets twel ver
burners would require an engine of one
horse power.  Mr. Cole will leave for the
Park to-day and return in anout a week
to comman’cate with St. Paul and receive
‘the apparaius necessary in the Park.

On our streets oceasionally these days
may be seen some very Leavy machinery
in transit from the depot toward Helena.
It is a part of the sixty stamp mill pur-
chased of the Pacific Iron Works, San
Francisco, by the English €ompany which
owns the Drum Lummon mine, and is
now being transported to that property.
It wcx«rhs about 500 tons, and 100 toms
have alread) been reccived at Deer Lodge
and forwarded by wagon. Joslyn &
Morse have the freight contract from
Deer Lodge to the mill and have sublet it
to Hq..h Kirkendall. The freight rate
from San Francisco to Deer Lodge is $30
per ton. It is said to be one of the finest
mills ever built.-—New Northwest.
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