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Sunshine and warmth were the sifts of

the Weather Bureau last week, and in
consequence people who had been huddled
up before roaring fires and refrigerated
steam heaters for a fortnight left their
places of comfort and began filling the
theatres. At least one of the local houses
did a turning business, while the re-

mainder averaged well, rather through" the
good luck of all than because of the sur-

passing fortune of any. The temporary
closing of the Grand and the dearth of
social events were both factors in produc-
ing this condition, as was the presence
of a national holiday. Managers all cele-

brated Washington's Birthday, and Inci-

dentally reaped a financial harvest, by
giving matinees on Wednesday, the public
showing its patriotism and its love of
amusement by filling every available Inch
of standing room in resorts operated by
the generous directors aforementioned.
This added performance did much to raise
the receipts of several visiting companies,
and thus elevated the record of their en-
gagements.

Undoubtedly the man who fared best
during the six days just gone was E. H.
Sothern, who divided his time between
"The King's Musketeer" and "A Colonial
Girl," with distinct profit to himself and
to the Lafayette Square Opera House. An- -,

nie Russell drew big downstairs audiences
to the National with her rendering oM

Catherine," but failed to All either the
dress circle or the gallery. At the Cd
lumbia an organization of somewhat In-
ferior grade presented "The Geisha" and
"The Circus Girl" with excellent results,
and Hoyt's "A Texas Steer" marked Its
manyeth engagement at the Academy by
filling that house eight times during the
period of its stay. "The Gay Masquerad-rs- "

proved a strong card at Kernan's,
and a good vaudeville bill kept Treasurer
Kingsley busy at the Bijou.

Variety the spice of life Is furnished
in plenty in the offerings of this week.
From a theatrical point of view, the most
important of the announcements has been
that which tells of the first performance of.
Frances Hodgson Burnett's new play, "Joe
Jlurst, Gentleman," by Dlgby Bell and his
company tomorrow night at the Co-

lombia. Then, there will be the advent of
Augustin Daly's organization in "--

Runaway Girl" at the Xafayetto Square
and of May Irwin in her latest success.
"Kate Kip, Buer," at the Rational. TbatH
sterling and thoroughly able melodramatic
actor, Thomas E. Shea, comes to the Acad-
emy In a repertoire of his past and present
successes. He will stage "The Bells"
on Thursday night with a strong cast and
himself In the role of Mathlas; will as-

sume the double part In "Dr. Jekyll and
Ir. II j de"' on Tuesday and Saturday even-

ings, and is to devote the rest of his timS
to that well-wor- n money-make- r, "The

Man," in which be appears
as CapL Jack Conway. John C. Rice and
Sallle Cohen head the vaudeville bill of-
fered at the Grand, the Rose Hill English
Folly Company holds the boards at Ker-
nan's, and a good olio is advertised at the
BIJou. Tonight's entertainments Include a
lecture by Col. Robert G. Ingersoll at the
National and the usual concert at Manager
Grieves' place of amusement.

f'.iltuiiliiii 'Jne Hurxt. Gentleman."
The author of "Little Lord Fauntleroy"

and "A Lady of Quality" needs no intro-
duction to the theatregoers of Washington.
Her position among dramatists is of such
rank that any work of hers should prove a
welcome addition to the literature of the
fctaget The "story" of a play. If the effort
is intended to reach the hearts of the peo-
ple, must necessarii) be Its most potent
factor, and in "Joe Hurst, Gentleman,"
ner latest work. Mrs. Burnett gives free
reign to her vivid Imagination, telling
w hat Is said to be a tale of rare beauty. I

There is tenderness and true nnetfp. ff!. "change
to have his little daughter "brought up"T

to
avoid

man, without an "11" In his vo
cabulary, he realizes necessity send
ing her where she learn pure English,.
ana puts ner tie care of a clergyman s
widow, but becoming suddenly very
wealthy through an inheritance finally
places her a fashionable boarding school

Pans, where she grows to womanhood
without ever having seen her father. Joe
las never had a picture taken the let-
ters she receives from him are couched In

Illcuy at the Columbia.

such exquisite being written by
Sir Arthur Bradwardlne, whose life Joe
has saved that Is small wonder she
should paint him In her as allthat Is cultured, and mlstakothe Tejll fnr turn-o- nhn .li. ......
to The enormity of bis mistake
Is brought home to the father In one I

ii jininc diow, nut be blames himself forthe trouble and resolves not to undeceive
the girl. Her parent has been called away

n Aulnei. he tells her, and be remainsa servant."
The favorite nephew and heir Sir Ar-

thur. Geoffrey Romney, falls inlove w.th Linda, Joe's daughter, sues forher band ana Is accepted, but his mother.Lady Montaubyn. seeks to annul the
fearing that her brother would,

disinherit the In case he married th

bis station. Her son proving ob- -

durate, she seeks an interview with Joe,
which she-- tells him that he has wronged

his own child by educating her and that he
would" prove an undesirable father-in-la-

Upon this Hurst decides to go away rather
than stand between Linda and her life's
happiness. In a letter he discloses his
Identit, and she seeks him high and low
throughout England, coming upon him
a small village and taking her place by
his side. But Cupid will not be denied,

her lover, who has followed her from
place place, comes to claim her, even
though his uncle disinherit him I'leased
with Geoffrej's pluck. Sir Arthur consents

the union and all ends well.
ThlsJs txulya.romantic storj, Dlgby

Bell, who will interpret the title role this
Week at the Columbia Theatre, ma be
felicitated on having secured a play with
so absorbing a love Interest The

attention Mr. Bell and his com-
panions will no doubt handle it with the
same'nasterly skill that was repealed In
"The Hoosier Doctor."

ZNatlonnl. "Ivate lvip, Hujer."
In the estimation of many people who

have seen May Irwin in her new farce,
."KateKjD, Buyr the coming six days
should be designated as "laughing week"
at TbcTNatlonal Theatre. Miss Irwin is so
unctuous and Jovial and generally clever
that the hardest knocks of the are
said lose their force when the sufferer
witnesses her. work. If this statement
is true the entertainer's friends and ad-

mirers may certainly be excused for the
fervency with which they express their
gratification at her local engagement.
Real humor of the sort that tickles one's
ribs In spite of their owner and compete
genuine laughter is so rare In this work-a-da- y

old world that the person who can
trade trTthe'commoSit) should be esteemed
as a dispensation of providence.

ill --" 9

Mn Irwin In ICIp, Buyer," at
the Antlonnl.

' Miss Irwin has alwajs brought success-
ful vehicles to Washington, but in the
present play a comedy by Glen McDon-ough-B-

Is supposed to have a triumph
that utterly surpasses all former ones.
The combined excellence of the star and
her piece kept rhcrBiJou Theatre crowded
to the doors for almost four months and
scored foF Miss "Irwin her most profitable
Nw- - York run. Mr. McDonough is raid
to have- - filled his production with the
brightest Hne3, the strangest complications,
and the most amusing episodes imaginable.
While It is not' claimed that his offering
is a classic any way, it Is strung a
plot of tangibility and directness that
would do credit to a Hoytlan story.

The mixtures are evolved from the en-

deavors of Kate Kip to save her brother
from financial ruin, he having invested ail
hi3 savings a Western city called

which he had counted on being
made the Stale capital. In the farce the
legislature, aftera while, begins to lean
toward a rival' "town and the joung man
is danger of losing his money. Miss

is the buer for a big commercial
house and reaches New Rome on the
critical day. By convincing two leaders
In the body mentioned that she Is their
Jong lost daughtersbe tries win both
overTo her sideT but only plunges herself
Into a sea of troubles. Unforeseen exi-
gencies make it necessary for her to iiro- -
HnA ri. K. iuV.3n.l ,vlrin eliA flnrla In Iho nai
son of Anarchist, whose life she has
saved In a railway wreck. Through this

hich Tias been made in

deU-ctlve-s put on her track. Tinally
everything is explained, however. New
Rome is made the canltal. and Kate Kin

I' wins a" real Trtisliand from the people
whom Her enorts have thrown her in
contact.

During the action of the play oppor-
tunity Is given Miss Irwin for the intro-
duction of several coon songs, her ablllty

render which first her Into
prominence. ' Among these are "I've Got
Him Dead." "If I Only Had a Job."
"Derc's Suinpin' About Yo' Dat I Like."
"When Yo' Ain't Got No Money Yo"
Needn't Cum 'Round." and "She's a
Thoroughbred." All have made hits. Tho
star Is surrounded with an admirable com-
pany, among the of wbich are
Joseph Sparks, Jgnacio Martlnettl, and
others

I.nfu4-ll- - - V Ituiumnj Girl."
There have been girls and girls, and

still other girls, but the most charming
and Kacious of all maidens Is said to be
"A Runaway Girl," whom Augustin Daly
Is to Introduce to week
at the Lafajette Square Opera House. The
little lady is supposed have all the wit
of her American sister, "The Girl From
'Frisco," mingled with the intelligibility
ut her- - English prototype, "The Gaiety
Girl," and the chic of her French relative,
"The Girl From Paris." These qualities
combined should make her a delightful
personage, and there will probably be
many who will make her acquaintance
during her local lslt.

In all "A Runaway Girl" Is
a musical comedy and one with catchy
numbers, clever lines, and a good story.
The heroine of the piece is Winnlfrcd
Grey. She Is an and the ward of
Lord and Lady Cradle. She Is placed in
a convent In Corsica, but thinks that her
guardians are going to force her to a dis-
tasteful marriage, and so runs away to
Join a band of minstrels. She Is counted a
valuable acquisition to the company, be-
ing a good singer. Finally she is heard
by nome English ltltors, among whom
are Lord and Lady Crodle. who have come

look for her, because she haB been dis-
covered to be an. heiress, and Guy Stan-
ley, their nephew, to whom they Intend tomarry ier. He.falls In love with her andshe with him. He refuses to marry the
Hirl his uncle and aunt have picked for
him and Joins the band. He and Winnl-
frcd then run away from the minstrels

Jng in the motive that prompts Joe HurstJjltuat,on. and a of satchels

as a jaay. iter dead another had always cuwwo ui i" ..cciuem,, sue a un-

wished be one, and to poor Joe tho cused kidnapping, and is compelled,
mother lives In the dauchter. Belnir an Hn addltlon-to-b- er other worries, to
ignorant
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and flee to Venice, followed by the band
and by Lord and Lady Crodle. After
some further complications the tale ends,
of course, in the discovery that the lovers
are the persons their relatives and guar-
dians intended for each other

The cast includes nojless than forty per-
sons "A Runaway Girl" will be present-
ed here cxactis as first produced at Dalv's
Theatre bj the same company, including
Aueie interne. Marie CahHI, Elsa Rjan.
Cyril Sclott, Frank Celli. Arthur Donald-
son, George Lessoir. Hirold Vizard, Tom
Hauaway, and James T Powers

Aenilein TliuiunK n. Mu-a- .

That the audiences which assemble in
popular-price- d houses enjoy attractions of
real merit quite as keenly as do those in
other theatres Is demonstrated by the
vogue of Thomas E Shea, who will bo
seen this week at the Academy In a reper-
toire of his past and present successes.

Thomas EShciunt the .Icnilcni).

Mr. Shea was for many jears one of the
most popular of Western stars, and his
success in such roles as those of Richelieu
and Hamlet HfsUirreraembered In certain
parts of the country. When, therefore, the
actor deserted his former line of labor
completely and came East to produce a
melodrama in the smaller places of amuse-
ment his best friends-we- re Inclined to rid-
icule his attempt. They felt that so capa-
ble a man would be unappreciated in the
ne-- v field if the reserve and quiet of his
efforts did not assure his failure altogether.

The result of Mr. Shea's plan has proven
Its wisdom. "The Man."
which was the vehicle chosen for his local
debut, and which. wjll beprcsented hero
tomorrow, Wednesday, and Friday nights,
and at the Wednesdav and Saturday mat-
inees, has endured for three seasons, and
has yielded In that time profits"far greater
than those of a decade spent in high-price- d

theatres Some of the play's stronger
scenes that in the. prison and the repro-
duction of a naval battle especially have
been copied Into one offering after another,
until the have practically become classic
In their popularity. Enormous royalties
have been paid on the piece and its success
has provided the etar with the means for
making many other elaborato productions.

Mr. Shea was similarly discouraged when
he determined to stage "Dr. Jekyll and Mr.
Hyde." it being pointed out to him that
tho attempt would provoke disagreeable
comparisons. He persevered, however, and
the presentation has been praised from one
end of the'eoantry' to'the ollfer". It has
already been done here thrice and bs--

repeated on Tuesday and Saturday nights
The star's version of "The Bells." to he
shown on Thursday night, has met with
the same appreciation, and altogether the
course of events haii gone.a pns,vvay to-
ward proving the truth of tho remark
which heads this review that a clever
man will not underestimate the denizens
of the popular-price- d houses, and that the
aforesaid denizensvvill not underestimate"" "the clever man.

T.ruiul V nnilfi IIIc.
After a week of ThfrknesT 1ho Grand

Opera House will continue Jt3 vaudeville
season tomorrow afternoon, and will then
be open uninterruptedly until hot weather
comes. Managers Burke and Chase have
been very busy during the last fortnight
booking their people for the programme
next to be offtred, and are confident that
they have secured many of the most cap-
able entertainers in the business

Chief among the plaer folk who are to
preside on the stage this week are John
C. Rice and Sallle" Cohen, the former the
comedian whose osculatory ability did so

if & s&itfft
Mile. 'IMenla wt-l-hc Grunil.

much to make popular ""Tho Widow
Jones." Both are welli!known for their
merit, and should do a great deal toward
keeping the Grand well filled during theirengagement. They are to present a new
sketch of which many good things have
teen said.

Mile. TItcnia, who'Ts certainly an accom-
plished and marvelous dancer, heads thesupport to be given Mr. Rice, and will
make her return engagement memorable
by showing her audiences some entire!
new toe work. Florence Henri King, a
local girl of great, talept as a violiniste,
will also be heard in a number of popular
and classic favorites. Ml Tfin, i .i-- .., .a de-
clared to be a musician of extraordinary
uucm. duu una ueen maue some very nat-
tering offers bv managers hnfnpn irhnm
she has played. The Klelbt Brothers are
to contribute to the bill ,i musical act
which has been mado the subject of con-
siderable comment because of Its novelty.
Not Only do the mpll Itprfnrm nn .
assortment of Instruments, but they In-
troduce a msterlous bide to their work
and provide an exceptional spectacle In a
series of solos on banjos that are seen
iloating through tho air. The ltundjllcs
are down for an acrobatic- - dance, and
Charlie Case will demonstrate that there
is some reason In the claim made that ho
is the best of the living nionologuists.

In addition to these people a clever turn
is to be furnished by Kamza and Arno
who show a number of difficult feats incontortion nnd other branches of muscularexhibition. A tinge or humor is lent to
their portion of tho entertainment by thetrained donkey which takes part In theirefforts. Louis M. Gauat. who has Just re-
turned from Europe, where "his whistlingwas much admired, closes the bill with anumber of solos executed with the skillfor which he Is noted. Altogether thoprogramme promises to afford plenty of

amusement, and the Grand should be well
patronized throughout the woek.

Kcrnaii'x llo.f Hill I'd11 Comliiinj.
A great deal is being said In fnvor of

Rice and Barton's newest show, the Rose
Hill English Folly Company, which will
he seen this week at Kernan's. The or-

ganization is supposed to be well equipped
In ever way, to carry lavish scenic and
electric effects, pretty girls, nnd funny
comedlansr 'AH of these are utilized in the
two burlesques offered, ' Wicked Paris"
and "'Hound the Town." Both of these
pieces are mentioned as possessing rare
merit and the same description applies to
the olio sandwiched between them. In
this portion of the entertainment are "seen
Mile Etta Victoria, a contortionist of abil-i- t,

tbe Rice Brothers, whose work on the
horizontal bars is introduced in a sketch
entitled "A? Rube's Visit to Chinatown";
Udell and Pearce, a travesty team; Lillian
Washburn.-on- e of the Washburn sisters;
Cain and Mack, comedians; Cunningham
and Grant, acrobats, and Blanche New-com- b,

serio-comi- The attraction should
do an excellent business here.

Tlijoii nnilt-- i llle.
A bill of uniform excellence is promised

patrons of the Bijou this week, when
charming !Xmy Lee and Eugene Sweet-lan- d

are to act 'as headliners They will
present a sketch for which great things
are anticipated.' Other clever people to
be seen arer."The Gipsy Quintette," an or-
ganization ofj grind and comic opera sing-
ers; the tEreo Rossi Brothers, European
noveltists,Geprge Allen and Ellen n,

farceurs; Frank Hall and Charles
Stale, inifstcians; Powell, the nnglclan;
Agnes Bayliss, serio-comi- John Tierney,
the favorite local monologuist, and the
Bijou Stock Company. The names an-
nounced are aji familiar ones, and augur
well for tho scries of performances to
be given at Manager Grieves" popular
place of amusement.

The ItiKerNoIl
At the National Theatre tonight Col.

Robert G. Ingersoll will make his bow- - be-

fore an audience that bids fair to pack tlu
capacious auditorium The subject of his
discourse is announced as "The Devil," an!
it is said to be an answer to the criticism
provoked by his recently delivered lecture
on "Superstition " Colonel Ingersoll has
already presented this latest production of
his active brain, in which many new meta-pho- rs

and characteristic flights of ora-
tory are punctuated with amusing anec-
dotes, In New York and Boston to the big-
gest sort of houses. The candor and hon-
esty with which the great agnostic han-
dles this topic and the straightforwardness
villi which he replies to the evasive re-

marks of his'opponents is in itself con-
vincing nnd admirable. Those who heard
the talk In the, cities mentioned are en-

thusiastic Jn thclrpralse of its arguments
and tbe language in which they are
couched, so that those who attend the af-

fair tonight have every reason to expect
something at once profitable and enjoy-
able.

The ItoMviidinl
The Rosenthal piano recital announced

for tomorrow afternoon at the National
Theatre is said to be attracting widespread
attention among local musicians, both on
account of the impression made upon the
occasion of the plaer's recent app arance
here and because of tho remarkable pro-
gramme in which he Is to be heard a pro-
gramme which opens with Mozart's stately
sonata in A. with its rare minuet move-
ment at heart, and proceeding through tho
rhapsodic Intricacy of Schumann's "Car-
nival" and the color and feeling of the
Chopin numbers, reaches the delicate
"Fountain." which by man Is esteemed
as being Davidoff's masterpiece. Then, as
if to regrasp one's inner sensibilities, the
composer renders with simple force the
modest "Berceuse" of Hensclt, and fol-
lows with his own "Paplllons.' Liszt's
diabolical "Tarantella" is the closing se-
lection given and here Rosenthal Is said to
disprove the accusation that he is a mere
technician, for his execution of the work
is supposed JO exhibit marvelous touches
of feeling and teliderness. Seats for the
entertainment may be pxocuwdpf F. Gus-,ma'-

in the store of Droop i Sons.

4',rrm.!
The latest effusionreceived from Man-

ager LincoltTreids: "The demand made for
Trilby hearts' mce we have been giving

them away as souvenirs has been so great
that Astley Cooper's model is now totally
without a (ardlacal organ. Consequently
the lady has no heart to leave town, and
will remain here for another la3t week.
Profits continue large, but, of course, this
fact has had nothing to do with the deter-
mination " "Trilby" Is still on view-- at
1209 Pennsylvania Avenue.

JTlu- - i.utnHeuiif.
The popularity of the Mutascopc is con-

tinued, and tbe managers of the enter-
prise now seem to have been thoroughly
Justified in selecting Washington a3 a city
in which to locate a branch of their New
York "Parlors " The exhibition rooms at
1211 Pennslvanla Avenue are aluajs well'
tilled, ana me attendance seems to lie In-

creasing dally New views are continual-
ly bslng placed on the machines and the
most constant visitor cannot claim, there-
fore, that there is an lack" of variety.

llllllN Of tilt-- Allllf'llt N.

The Halls of the Ancients, which is lo-

cated from 1212 to 131S New York Avenue,
is proving a fertile source of information
to tho higher graded schools, pupils from
which are constant visitors at the institu-
tion The building serves as the best sort
of an object lesson in the stu iy of ancient
bibtor, while the explanatory lectures de-

livered by Franklin W. Smith are of in-

estimable value to visitor.-- , The Halls of
the 7vfigicnts is opened at !) o'clock in the
morning and remains so until 10 In the
evening

'Hie llJjuu Concert.
Tho usual concert will bo given tonight

at tho Bijou Manager Grieve3 has booked
a number of exceedingly clever people for
his entertainment, aud promises that It
will be In everj' respect up to the standard
ho has set The bill will bo contributed
by the best performers who were on last
week's programme, with some of those
from the coming one and two headliners
especially engaged Seats are now on sale

THE SHOW.

"For 'Catherine' is an effort, the theme
of which is so simple and delightful that
one forgets Its familiarity and lack of
originality. In one way or another It
reaches the hearts of those who sit In
Judgment or remain to be entertained, and
after that serious condemnation Js impos-
sible. The more discerning ol the specta-
tors may trace an almost obtrusive 111

between tho offering and 'Catte.'
may feel that some of the characters and
Incidents are too conventionally Gallic for
Anglican understanding, may realize that
because of this fiu long expltnatious tnat
ore not necessary to American assemblies
aro made during the first two acli, and
may note that in the translation the great-
est injustice has been done to the lines of M
Lavedan. whose, original dialogue was
mentioned for Its grace and unstiltcdness
But even these perhons cannot .veil weigh
such faults In tho balance against thi
charm of the author's muUrnal love story
and tile sweetness and tenderness of that
which concerns Catherine herself."

The critic vfhojiavcb a theatre immedi-
ately after the performance has been fin-
ished and who the usual half hour
In which to preparj his review for the
morning's readers, must aeeds be hurrleu
in forming ba ini re3sious. and, thcrefoie,
often praises or rletdovvn efforts In
speaking of which Justice should be tem-
pered with mercy! or mercy with Justice
After thought and reflection, however, the
above remarks, tivlfen from Tl Timca of
last rueeuay, seem to express brieily all
that could be"sald,at greater length upon
mature consideration. "Catherine" Is a
piece the merits of which are so distinctly
bounded by Its dejuerlts both being of c
rather negative character that judgment
to be Irreproachable must ba "oyerncd

more by tho senses than the sense nnd
more by impressions than by intelligent
inspection.

The chief charm of M. Lavedan's offer-
ing Is In its grace and elegance and dcll-ca- c.

This being true, it is but natural
that the work should appeal only to those
whose regard for refinement is inborn and
whose intellectuality Is of the finest
qualitv. Tho gallery god whose longing
Is for broad effects and the

whose appreciation Is meted out
only to those who piovlde him with novelty
and blatant strength probably found but
little to admire In "Catherine." But to
the real student the drama's potency of
suggestion more than what it suggested
and the manner in which Its story was
told more than the narrative proved im-
pressive and convincing. The kernel in
the nut was not so agreeable as the outer
shell was attractive.

That even the most mentally worth of
thoso who visited tho National lost week
were tired and almost bored by the effort
before its production was over must have
been apparent to tho least inquisitive.
Despite the notable sublety and gradua-
tion, or perhaps because of it, "Catherine"
is undoubtedl monotonous, frequentl
dull, and ultimately weariEome. The
small plot is dragged over too great a sur-
face, while iU least consequential points are
argued pro and con until the mind either
ceases to grasp them or to retain the
thread of the tale. American audiences
do not care to be Instructed or elevated by
the drama and are even willing to assume
the Ilkellness of improbabilities rather than
have them debated at length. All that i3
contained In the first two scenes of the
offering might be told in the third without
material loas of effect or of foundational
strength And, notwithstanding the ton-ten- ts

of Horace's book upon "The Art of
Poetry," most of those who witnessed the
performance would have been more pleased
had those acts taken the form of n recita-
tion Even the spectacle of a heroine
seated on a stool at her father's knee and
being told the story of her past life to one
of Mendelssohn's songs without words
would have been preferable to the endless
explanations that take place during the
first hour of the presentation.

Best of all, M. Lavcdan had no need of
dealing "with whys and wherefores In the
questions he handled. While it Is assured-
ly true that the peculiarity of existing
social conditions in France made it ad-

visable in introducing- - tbe play at the
Theatre Francalsc to show how a noble-
man could wish to marry a p'anlst and the
reasons' Involved m tho readineis with
which that personage secured Tils mothers
consent to the plan, the distinctions of
caste are not so pronounced here, and
hence thetranBlator, who found no trou-
ble In leaving out a deal of M. Lavedan's
most enjoyable dialogue in consummating
his adaptation, might easily have omitted
much of the original structural matter
also. The people of the United States
would have b;cn quite willing to take It for
granted that, once the Duke exhibited
some affection for Catherine, the mar-
riage on which the plot hinges became a
certainty. Americans believe that love
should level all ranks in p'ays.

This blind fidelity to the necessities that
influenced the author in preparing his own
version of the drama is respon3 ble for
other things in "Catherine" quite a3 unfor-
tunate as the absurd c'ongation of its cen-
tral story. Indeed. It may b2 said that a3
presented here the piece is alien In every
way. Not only arc many of the charac-
ters inexplicable, but several of the Inci-
dents are either unnatural and rpel'ant
or have been weakened in being modiflel.
This last condition preval3 In tne case of
that episode in which the Viscountess de
Grissoiles offers herself to hjr ccusln, the
dialogue leading up to the climax and its
culminitlon having been toned down in

to suit prevalent Ideas of propriety
until the actions of both parties seem to-

tally at variance with the spirit of the
scene. No less strange to a local assem-
bly Is the conversation In ths work's sec-
ond act, wherein the Daches3 a:kj M. Val-Io- n

for the hand of his daughter on be-

half of her son, and that of the last In
which George Mantel appears In the unbe-
lievable role of adjuster to command that
his former love return to her husband. AH
these things, with many like ones, are ut-

terly Insufficient or oddly foreign in thi3
country, and the effort loses effectiveness
exact! In proportion to the attention
given them by the spectator. In common
with the surplus building aforementioned
they might easily be remedied by an able
adapter.

And speaking of the superabundance of
material notable in the earlier part of the
play reminds one that much of that which
comes later might readily be removed. The
crippled sister on whom Catherine bestows
such tender caro and Madeline de Coutras
might be taken out of the offering without
bad effect, while several of the passages
between the heroine and her brothers even
between'shc and the Duke should be cut.
The occurrences prompt neither atmos- -
pnere nor tnrow siue ugnts on tne enaractcr
of Catherine. They only distract notice
from the main issue and so subtract from
the Impressivencss and strength of the
work.

With all these faults, M. Lavedan's
product is still a delightful and interesting
affair. Some of the Individuals engaged in
relating its plot areas well drawn as oth-
ers are Illy, the principal character, with
its pride and its love, its talent aud its
sensitiveness, its cnerg and its silent

reminding one of the New Eng
land prototpes sketched by Hawthorne
and Miss Silkins, with a touch of the
poetry imparted to his peoplo by Longfel-
low. The mother of the Duke, M. Vallon,
and even the boS aro well presented, too,
and deserve commendation. As a whole.
"Catherine abounds in wit and humor,
bright touches of sympathy and sentiment,
clever portraals and strong incidents It
offers an unobtrusive problem faithfull
ard clear! tells a story of real Interest
naturally, so that If not a good play of it-

self there may be no gainsaIng the fact
that Charles Frohman was right in think-
ing that he had found in it pegs of suf-
ficient strength to uphold the talent of his
exceptional company.

"Catherine" teaches at least one lesson
In a managerial way that to the reputa-
tion of filth nothing more than a good press
agent is necessary. Such an individual
ma now feel that he Is making no false
pretences In claiming that he, and not th
French authors, is responsible for the vari-
ous "audacious" outputs of the day. There
Is a scene In M. Lavedan's drama which
for pure animalism surpasses an thing that
Washington,, lias seen in many years in
"Zaza" or"Tho Turtle," or even In Char-mion- 's

"sensational" disrobing act. And
yet because staid Francis O'Neill was doing
advance-wor- k for the attraction nothiug has
been safd about its suggestiveness or its
brutality. So much has Mr. Frohman
missed in handling "Catherine."

The episode to which tho writer is re-

ferring occurs in the third act of the play
and will be remembered b all who saw it.
The Viscountess de Grls&ollcs has loved
tho Duke de Coutras for years, but has
never received anything but comradeship
from him' About to leave for Rome, her
reserve finally gives away and the passion
within her breaks out with the fury of a
volcano her feeling for him
and dwells on its fervor. "I repeat your
name "when I am In bed at night," she
savs The nobleman nrofpsse.s a rmiRlnlv
regard for tils relative and she replies that
such an Interest will not satisfy her.

"I want on hour of our life!"
The woman springs up from the sofa on

which she has been crouching and tbe
Duke takes her into bis trembling arms

A few pictures on the centre page of the
"Journal," a strong vocabular on the part
of Mr. O'Neill, and a mimeograph, would
have had the effect of filling the galleries
in ever City "Catherine" visited New
York would have forgotten Annie Russell
in its delight over tho incident, nnd Goth-
am's hackmen would have made fortunes
driving innocent matinee girls to the per-
formances 'Catherine" might have been
tho talk of the pulpits, the newspapers and
the Itlalto Instead, it is only an artistic
success, while rivals with a smaller nucleus
of indecency have been car veil In everlast-
ing wood-chest- nut wood. Pit!

Henri Ilavedan, who wrote "Catherine."
made bis start as a dramatist with the
libretto of an opera, entitled "Kermyn,"
which be constructed with P. Mllllet to the
scoro of Bruno. The work was produced on
June i, 1887. His next attempt was "Le3
Quarts, d'Heure,'.' vvhich was performed at

the Theatre Libre in March. 1S8S. Two
years later he received the Tholrac prize
of 4,000 franc for his play. "Unc Famllle."
which was presented at the Theatre Fran-cais- e,

and the success of which secured him
admission to the French Academy. "En
Visitc." his next effort, was done at the
Salle Ponsin on January SO. 1S32; "'Le
Prince d'Auree" followed on Juno 1 at the
Vaudeville; "Le Nouvcau Jeu" was offered
at the. Itodinlere on Aoril 2. lSt; the
Odeon saw the premiere of his "Les Deux
Noblesses" twelve days later; "Au Temps
des Folics" was put on December 20, 1S34

at the Bodinlere: "Le Piano" was offered
on October 23. 1SS3. at the Mondaln; thrca
days after the ensuing Christmas "Les
Croix" was staged at the Bodinlere;

was shown at the Vaudeville, and
finally he wrote the piece In which Miss
Russell Is now aonearing.

"Catherine" was originally produced at
the Theatre Trancalse something over s

year ago with Mile. Lara as Catherine
Madario Plerson as the Duchess de Cou
tras; Mile. Brandes as the Viscountess de
Grissoiles; M. le Bargy as the Duke de
Coutras: M. do Ferandy 33 Monsieur ai
Ion. and other people of note In the minor
roles. It was an Instantaneous success.

E. II. Sothern's revival of a drama
adapted from Dumas' romance, variously
termed "The Three Musketeers" and "The
Three Guardsmen," has proven a matter of
comparatively little interest. Even the
fact that Mr. Sothern Is using a new ver
sion of the piece in the form of Henry
Hamilton's "The Kings musketeer," ana
that Daniel I'rohmtn has staged the offer-
ing with lavishncss that has not been ap-

proached slrce its historic production at
Niblo's Garden, will hardly suffice to bring
either play or player into more than tem-
porary notice among other than casual
theatregoers. The central theme of the
work Is too familiar to provoke general at-

tention or even critical discussion.
The three best known arrangements of

the "Musketeers"" are those of Waller.
Grundy, and the present one by Hamilton,
which has been and Is being
used In England by H. Beer-boh- m

Tree. It differs from the
others chiefly In the introduction of a love
story in which Kaoul D'Artagnan is mane
to figure prominently and which has the
effect of giving unusual dominance to the
part. It Is also more completely an act-
ing extract than either of the others, being
presented In a series of well connected
scenes without the tableau result produc-
ed In the Waller and Grundy efforts. The
unpleasant sequence of front sets is al-

most done away with, and other radical
changes arc made, so many Incidents be-

ing Introduced as to give the piece an un-
usually strong melodramatic flavor.

The "Musketeer" war, of which so
much 13 being said, began in England
when the success of ''The Prisoner of
Zcnda" and like romances established the
fact that a return to the old chivalris
drama might be profitable. No less than
dozen actors of distinction took up the
work, with the unanimity often manifest
ed under such conditions, Mr. Tree being
the foremost of thoe Involved. When the
craze finally spread to this country it was
first felt In tbe bigger stock companies.
Next Mr. Sothern announced his revival,
and almost simultaneous! the Liebier
firm, which had successfully managed
Viola Allen and Charles Cohlan, stated
that It would produce the play with a cast
in which would be included James O'Neill
Wilton Lackae, Blanche Bates, and other
notables. A race to New- York became
Imminent, and a search was made for
available theatres. The Llebler people
secured the Broadway, and seemed for a
time to have discomfited their rivals.
But finally Mr. Frohman made arrange
ments with his brother by which the
Knickerbocker wa3 turned over to Mr.
Sothern. while Julia Marlowe, who had
originally held time at that house for her
Initial presentation of "Coljnette." was
sent to Philadelphia. Accordingly Mr.
Sothern will open in Gotham a full three
weeks before Mr. O Ncill reaches town.

It Is probable that the Broddway pro-
duction will prove the better of the two.
6ut one cannot prophesy as yet which will
do the larger business. In all events the
war is on and a merry one It threatens
to be. Meanwhile, the smaller fry keep
right ahead presenting the piece, and Paul
Gllmore has retained Paul Kester's ver-
sion of it. So the centralization of the
battle in New York will not prevent the
remainder of the country from witnessing
the "Musketeers."

George T. Parker has taken rooms In
the Metzerott Building and begun the pub-
lication of a little magazine which he calls
the "Washington Weekly Amusement
Guide." The issue. which In ap-
pearance and design much resem-
bles the "New York Amusement
Record." was gotten out for the first time
last Monday in a most business-lik- e way,
and alread bears every mark of .success.
It Is in the form of a neat pamphlet, five
and a half inches wide, b seven and a
half inches long, contains twenty pages,
and an illuminated cover, and is well
printed on fine paper. In addition to a
goodly quantity or advertising the pam-
phlet Includes the name of the attraction
being seen at each of the local houses, the
story or tne play, and Its cast of charac-
ters, a time-tabl- e of suutirban trains leav-
ing after the theatre, and other useful In-
formation. The venture Is a practical one
and should be profitable

This week marks the coming to town of
Thnmnc........... TT... 5hoi., wl... hoe .1h.,1t. n-- ...u..v ..uu uo Hnuiuj t.uu in-
tention bere for his skillful and conscien
tious work. Mr. Shea Is voDeanng in
repertoire, two of hi3 vehicles being of a
variety that Is most commendable for in-
troduction Into the popular priced houses.
It is Just such players as this star who
will finally accomplish the elevation or
the stage if it is to he accomplished by
educating lovers of the poorer class of
"shows" up to a standardot better things:
not b quick endeavor but by graduation
and perseverance. Mr. Shea Is a cleverman and fully deserves the success thatundoubtedly awaits him In thU cit.

Richard Mansfield's recent illness
necessitated not oul the cancellation
of the remainder of his Boston
time. but of every engagement
up to that in Baltimore. which
will bo followed on March IS by the star'sappearance In Washington. The local date
will positive be filled, and Managers
Luckett Dwer nre already busy mak-
ing preparations for the advent of his pon-
derous production. Two stores In front of
the Columbia have been rented and the
fire partitions betw'een them and the stage
of the house are being removed. When
this task has been accomplished Mr. Mans-
field will be furnished with a scene dock
covering practically unlimited space. A
portion of one shop will also be turned into
dressing rooms, in which the actor's nu-
merous supernumeraries may transform
themselves Into "plavers, soldiers. Gascon
cadets, pickpockets." etc. The stage at
the Columbia is ample for the presenta-
tion, and the new arrangements have
placed everthing in readiness for what
should prove the greatest series of per-
formances ever seen in this city.

FRIENDS OF LAST WEEK.

"Imagine to ourse!f Don Quixote at
eighteen too big for a jouth, too small for
a grown man; an inexperienced ee might
have taken him for a farmer's son upon a
Journey had it not been for the long sword
which, dangling from a leathern bildrick.
hit against the calves of Its owner as he
walked." This rather complicated sen-
tence is from Alexander Dumas' descrip-
tion of the youth of D'Artagnan,
and it was quoted, for some reason
or other. on ever announcement
of E H. Sothern's appearance in the
title role of "The King's Musketeer" last
week at the Lafaette. Just exactly the
reason of the proceeding must remain
shrouded In mstcr. forthe author has
hied him to a bourne where there Is no
need of advertising, and even- apart from
the fact that Mr. Sothern has uo calves
against which anything- - could knock, the
actor does not live up to the printed de-
scription In any degree. Hence the con-
stant publication of this extract seemed
silly. The star's most anient admirers
never anticipated that ho- - vvxiuld irt3emble
a youth not yet out of his teens, and soon
found during his last local engagement
that they had been expecting too much in

believing that he could act tho chivalrous
part of Ilaoul D'Artagnan.

This statement Is not Intended to reflect
upon the player himself, but only upon his
limitations of talent. There Is no gain-
saying the fact that Mr Sothern tried bar
for success In his characterization any

I more than there Is denying that he provea
' much too small for the role. Apart from

Its apparent simplicity or theme. untold
dash and fire and color are required for
tho portrayal to which Mr. Sothern could
give only noise and rounded sentences and
graceful motions. Neither shading nor
moderation existed In bis conception,
which was more considered for Its effect
than for the causes Involved. Paul re

was quite as able a D'Artagnan. and
those who saw him must understand tint
some years will have elapsed before his
effort will bo remembered with anything
more kindly than pity.

Truth Is that Mr. Sothern Is a matlneo
girl's Idol and nothing more. In common
with John Drew and even with James K
Hackett, he can make well phras-- d

speeches sound musical, can wear pa caes
and powdered wigs gracefully, and can
tread up and down the boards in a manner
that would drive Old Sleuth or Laura Jean
Lllbey to Crabb's English Synonyms for
descriptive adjectives. In "Captain Lett

the favored Mr. Sothern was "too
sweet for anything;" In "The Prisoner of
Zcnda" he becamo "great;" In "An Enemy
to the King" be was "a darling." and Th
Adventure of Lady Ursula" brought down
scores of other opinions and sent up hun-
dreds of confectioners" and dentists' bills
But Mr. Sothern In a "straight" part oniin which acting and good acting Is needed

Is rather at a less. And this fact be-
comes more than usually evident in "TheKing's Musketeer." wherein there was las
week a great deal more production than
star. Mr. Sothern should have realized
this and thought twice before going

The kind of fame that a prog amme
printer makes generally thrusts its poj-sesi- or

more Into ridicule than Into m y.

and this was deplorably the case witha woman who wa3 billed as "Da Ro3ett,
the Cuban Heroine," last week with "Thj
Gay Masqueraders." This Is an age in
which anyone who ever fired a kl'chsnrange or drew a sword in a raffle can drapi
himself or herself in the lone star a-- da "look pleasant, please." smile with ex-
cellent results, but even In the face of toapparent a fact it Is difficult to conceive
how this personage became a Cuban or any
other kind of a heroine. Many peop'e wlo
noted the gun exercises with wh ch Ui
Rosett took up twenty minutes of the bi I
offered thought they could account for her
assumption of bravery, and tome of thesa
wondered if marital relations with the di-
rector could not explain her title. But
then the temerity to wed one's man-
ager did cot make a "Cuban heroine" of
either party up to last year, and there
seems no reason for believing that style3
have changed since that time. This

u 'wha
gtve-u- s your-kl- al

applause business U about wo-- n thread-
bare, and the Idea of exploiting a p or

as a modern Joan d'Arc ap-
proaches what the street boy wou d c.Il
"de limit." If the exportation of Cuban
heroines continues Baxter Street will be
deserted.

And speaking of mixed nationalities,
about the mo3t polyglotlc portrayal that
has been seen here in many moon3 and a
few suns was that of Wan-- contributed
to "The Geisha" by Charles Danb. Thlj
comedian will be remembered a3 the man
who preceded Walter Jcnes as Dan Day's
assistant In "The Lady S'avcy." Ha was
a London deputy In that plec and hl3 few
Jumbled h's were In place It out of posi-
tion. But a Chinese Jap with a Ccckney
dialect is a puzzle that could not be d f-
initely located by an English consul and
anything that the average English consul
cannot claim as a British subject is In-
deed in a bad fix. The roll of Wun-I- ha3
never been considered a "fat" one, and
Mr. Danby got so little out of it that thospectator was Inclined to wondar why It
was ever written. Six laugh3 rewarded
the entertainer's constant endeavors, and
five of these were secured by using that
most mirth-provoki- of all words
"damn." So it can be seen that Mr. Dan-by- 's

Impersonation wa3 no more humor-
ous than consistent.

Considering the difference in their class-
es of work, it Is rather remarkable that
Annie Russell should make one think so
continually of Maude Adams. The points
of likeness are probably In mutual fidelity
to nature strong reserve and a certain re-
finement of suggestion that is striking in
the labors of both. Mis3 Russell Is one of
the few players off of the variety stage to
whom even a pres3 agent feels no shamn
In affixing the title of "artiste." Her por
trayals are so admirably thought out. her
meanings so clearly couched In a look or
a word, her methods so distinct and vet
so hidden that she fairly compels admira-
tion. R'sking an approach to monotonoy,
she preserves her quiet through the mo3t
mandatory of her scenes, prefering to ex-
press her ideas and those of her part by
the most delicate and graceful intonations
or with the moat usual and slight gestures.
This plan of action was clearly demon-
strated in her first bit with the Duke In' Catherine." the dialogue in which that
nobleman begged Mile. Vallon to be seated
and remain awhile with him. Here a bash-
ful glance, a hesitating step or two, and a

word emphasized ail the
sentiments that were necessary; the girl's
elegarce of nature if one may use such
a term her love of music, her pride at
her accomplishment, her delight at the
gentleman's courtesj, and her pleasure in
accepting it. And yet this same woman
ran the gamut of the emotions two act.
later and rose to an unexpected height in
her speech to the adventuress who had
tried to rob her of her husband "You may
be his mistress for as long as you like! 1
give him to you!"

Altogether Miss Russell Is unapproach-
ablean artist of fine discernment and
true intelligence. She has done great
thing3 in the past and great things may
be expected of her in the future.

CHATS WITH THE PLAYERS.

Washington spent Its leisure of the post
week In making the acquaintance of Annie
Russell, an American young woman who
took only two months to fight her way in
London, but failed to accomplish as much
in her fatherland In twice as many years.
The trouble has been very likely that Miss
Russell did too well the work with which
she liegan her stage career, so that local
audiences have ever since been unwilling
to see her In characters unlike those In
which they first grew to know-- her. As the
world is full of comedians tragically in-
clined and legitimate actors who long to
appear in opera. It is not remarkable that
this should have been the case. The un-

usual thing about Miss Russell Is that she
hit upon a very business-lik- e mode of
transit from her old roles to those which
she hopes to make her new ones, and that
this effort bears all the earmarks of ulti-
mate success,

In the first place. Miss Russell waited for
an oprortunlty until her career was fairly
well until her name wa3 reasonablv--
well known anu a coterie of admire.-- 3

formed of no stnill proportions. But she-di-

not wait until all the theatrical world
had accustomed Itself to thinking of her
as it thinks of Kate Claxton or Lewis Mor-
rison, and Just at that period when her of-f-

was being taken seriously and her po-
sition as an actress generally acknowl-
edged, sha hired a re in New York,
presented her associates on the stage with
tickets, and bade them all come and criti-
cise while she essaed a part dangerously
mar the melodramatic. This was enrly
last spring, when the metropoli3 had grown
tired of "Way Dove East," had refused to
accept "The Koreans" end sought some-
thing more diverting to talk about than
Henry Miller In "The Master." So the
actor-fol- k went willingly to Miss Russell'3
matinee, marveled at her courago In sur-
rounding herself with a company of excep-
tional strength even for Gotham, and camo
away convinced that she deserved some
better fate than a life spent In Ingenue
roles, but-stl- prepared to sympathize with
her because she could never attain It. Then
she gave out an Interview-- aunoancing that
Mr. Frohman meant to take her to London.
"What take little Annie Russell to Lon- -


