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SniiiiiKoii nml the l,mv.
There is something more important than

the mere question of a few hundred dollars
of pay involved in the decision of Mr. L.
J. TraceweH. Comptroller of the Treasury,
that Sampson has been improperly allowed j

tie emoluments of a rear admiral for the
time he served under an illegal "gunboat"
commission as such, issued in violation
cud plain defiance of the law by Secretary
Long. It has been the scheme of the depart- - i

meat to so surround this case with official
commitments and recognitions that Con-
gress would hesitate, on account of the
scandal of the thing, to bring the guilty
nartie to it before the bar of public opin-

ion. Thus they have thought net only to
lave their shortcomings covered up as a
swUer of parry expediency, but actually
to accomplish their designs at the same
time.

As we bare said, it is not a matter of
& little pay. but the exposure of Long's
irregular and illegal action in assigning
Captain Sampson to the command of the
North Atlantic Squadron during the Span-

ish war. that is brought to the front by
Comptroller Tracewell's finding. The fact
that It was not competent or possible for
the Secretary or the President to make
such an assignment, under the law, in
the circumstances existing at the time, will
new attract the direct interest of Senators
and Members of Congress who are being
secretly pressed to lend their influence to
tfee ultimate purpose of the Nary Tiag
Sampson conspiracy.

Let as present the propositkm tersely:
Snmphon. being only a captain, could not,
under any sane construction of Section
184 of tbe Revised Statutes, the law gov-

erning the case, exercise command over a
snuadtm to which a commodore was at-

tach rd Tbe section reads: "Tbe President
ma select any officer not below the grade
of commander and assign him to

command of a squadron with the rank
title of flag officer; and any ofilcer so i

Sgncd shall have the same authority
sad receiie the same obedience as
K his commission aas the oldest."

H is unnecessary to paint to the plain
and restricted meaning of 'the words quoted.
"Bhey do not oiler the slightest evidence of
an intention to authorize the President to
gfare an omoer of inferior, command over
mart of superior rank. If tbe language
amid be as construed it would empower
Iftfc. McKinley to 41v1.de the North Atlantic
Squadron into two divisions, place tbe Ad- -

of tbe Navy in command of one,
in command of the other.

aad then "assign"' the rawest commander
on the Navy list to command over both,
ami of the whole squadron. What the law

inn and has meant to the Navy Depart-
ment, until Long and Crowniasbleld
emerged serene from the waves of chance
and superior to law and regulations, is
that, an emergency arising, the President
may at his discretion appoint an officer
ant below the grade of a commander" to

the-- command of a squadron, the vessels
comprising which are commanded by ofll-ce- ra

of like or inferior grade, although one
or more of them may rank the officer so
assigned in die grade of commander. But
tats does not create a right to overslaugh
eaptaia6 with commanders, nor commo-dsve- s

and admirals with captains.
Again, and aside from the foregoing

Section 1434 is a special statute
1st contravention of general laws, and hence
must be construed strictly and literally. If
Sampson's assignment to the command of
4tbe North Atlantic Squadron while be was

captain, and Commodore Schley was at-

tached to it, had not been, null and void
foe the reason given, it would have been
ttt through tike fault of (tee Navy Depart-
ment in designs ting him as an "acting rear
filmdral," and not as "nag offlcar," as d

in the special law; but we attach less
importance to this second objection, as it
k tecfealcal, though, therefore, not the lees
tenable.

The main point is that Captaia Sampson,
4ar1tog the Spanish war. newer legally

the North AtlanCte Squadron, at
least when his superior officer, Commodore
Schley, as present. This proposition can-a-

be smeesstaHy controverted unless we
are to assume that the whim or ccrrupt
favoritism of an executive department is
to be held superior to the statutes, the

of the service, and tbe rights ot
Its ameers to have tsein rank and dignity
respected. As Sampson could not lawfully
semmand "toe fleet under my command" at
any time, the fact of his absence from the
battle of Santiago, or the question as to
whether a physical withdrawal of twenty or
nairtr miles constituted official

or otherwise, need not embarrass
QaagresE or the country in future. Schley,
being the rankiBg officer, was legally in
Qommand. 9amason, claiming to be

but incompetent to ex-

ercise such an office, was behind the borl-s-

on the eoeasion of the Santiago sea
nght. Schley, actually in command at the
time of the battle, fought and wos It. We

i. aot see where there is auy room for a
dlhijririirr of ootelou en tba merits of the
caee.

Tlln Onsuiica UotU MnUc roirnrda
"With the spectacle of Tillman of South

Carotins and Mason of Manila before their
twa, hath, feverishly engaged in making
next year's campaign as nearly a watk-owf- lr

as pascihlo for Mr. McICiulay.
it vast he the terrors of a bad eaascieace
tba' render s nervous and
tsL l as Hwy svbtaKJy art, shout tkeir

preparations 'or the race. They must feel
that the poorly concealed infamy ot their
position on the currency and trust issues
constitutes a danger, notwithstanding the
brilliant work which is being done by
AgurhalBo's colleagues lu the Senate and I

House to make the American people forget j

everything except that their flag and na- - j

tional honor are being treacherously as-

sailed in the very halls constructed for
their protection.

That the Republican leaders are fright-
ened and see a policeman in every copper
syndicate is manifest from the manner la
wh4ch they are worrying over the "Waist- - j

cost Tim" rebellion- - in PJatt's New York
machine, against the strong wish of Mr.
McKJnley to have Elitiu Root as a running
mate on the ticket of 1900. Inspired per- -

haps by the sly diplomacy of the states-
man who did not dare appear before the
Mazet committee, certain cf the Adminls- -

tration ouUido circle are whispering that
Root will never do, because he has been
wicked enough, oiwnly and without the
least qualification or apology, to recom-

mend free trade with Porto Rico.
"We must confess that such a crime would

naturally appear a heinous one in the eyes
of Piatt and some of his constituents;
principally because it proposes a recogni-
tion not only of common JtiBtlce, but of an
actual right until now denied to an Ameri-

can community as much entitled to un-

restricted commercial relations with all
ports and places in the Union as are the
people of Massachusetts or California. Rut
the danger scented by the machinists is
that certain corporate industrial interests,
desirous of opposing Porto Rico for their
own benefit, might resent the toleration of
public men who plead for equity and re
spect for the Constitution, and refuse to
bleed through their banks for the corrup-
tion fund.

It is satisfactory to observe that Mr.
Henna does net share the panic of some of
his associates. His ethical standards may
be as. far below reproach, as theirs, but
he is not deficient in equine sense, and,
moreover, wo 'must do him the justice to
admit that his political badness Is at least
bold, and not of the sneaking order. He
ls ,nucn m0Tii ot a Fra Diavolo than a Jack
Sheppard. From his massive intellectual
side he undoubtedly sees that the great
mass of the people want, and would rather
support, what is right, with less regard for
temporary expediency than practical poli
ticians would &how. So, while the barest
decency toward Porto Rico might estrange
and enrage the Sugar Trust, the cabbage
leaf growers of the Connecticut VaUay, and
the stogy 'farmers of Pennsylvania and West
Virginia, the recommendation of Secretary
Root, ir adopted by Congress, as ultimately
it may be by the Supreme Court without
Congress, would be hailed by the people
at large as a proper and necessary fulfill-

ment of national duty and obligation.
On the other hand, if the Republican

party is to discipline Elihu Root for advo-

cating a policy, the righteousness of which
is not open to any question whatever, its
enemies will have another proof of the utter
and hopeless corruption of the trust and
monopoly ownad, controlled, and conducted
organization, which is driving its poisonous
tentacles deeper and deeper into the vitals
of the country, largely encouraged by the
blithering idiocy of Filipino Democrats.

The Twentieth Ceiiturj.
It is tbe pathetic fate of the human

kind, once in a hundred years, to witness
an intense and bitter struggle over the
question of when the next century i3 to be-

gin. It has always been an open one in the
view of all people unable to count accu- -

rately from one to a hundred. Of course,
the matter is largely of sentimental im-

portance. Except as a recognition of a
mathematical law of rather immutable
character, Jt does not particularly matter
whether we celebrate the end of one cen-

tury and the beginning of the next on a
certain midnight, or hail the advent of a
fresh hundred added to the years of the
world every two weeks. Astronomers,
chronologers, and such merely academic
people may object to the taking of liberties
with their sciences, but, if the official, po-

litical, social, or industrial world chooses
to do as it pleases, who shall say nay? If
a man, on the- - completion of his ninety-nint- h

year declares that be has lived a full
hundred, he may be open to the charge of
mendacity, but there is no authority to ar-

rest aim for it.
With obvious truth the "New York Sun"

says: "Belief in the idea that the twen-

tieth century begins January 1, 1&C0, seems
to be based on an unaccountable notion
that there was a year zero." Yet perfect
demonstration of the truth that one cen-

tury does not commence until its prede-

cessor has Aaished, has been lost on at
least two of earth's greatest Influences.
We refer to the Bundesrath, or Federal
Senate, of the German Empire, and to Mr.
Kohlsaat, the eminent pie baker and lunch
counter magnate of Chicago. The former
does nptiWaste any valuable time in argu-

ment, although in reality it has a whole
year, but settles the point out of hand by
decreeing that the twentieth century shall
begin at twelve o'clock midnight on the
thirty-fir- st of December instant. Kohlsaat
is mow willing to concede something to

adverse opinion. He condescends to argue
the question, and in a way that ought to be
entirely convincing to the savants In St.
Elizabeth's, if to no one else. Here is the
argument:

"J. How i time reckoned?
"A. rVom tbe meridian by the figures on

tbe dial beginning at 12 a. in.
"Q. When is tbe day completer
"A. At 11:0. n. m.

H& How la it reckoned in yeans?
"A. Kwan ue meridian that separates B.

C (before GbrHrt) ad- - A. I).' (anno Domini
m the year of our Lord), that 1s to &ay,
from the birth of Christ. The date ot this birtli
is purely conjectural. It is retained for the idea.

'y. How old was Christ at his birth
"A. Acteally and theoretically the same age

as other normal infants. He ofiened his eye on
the flrat year of the nrat century at the early
age raptwMited by a cipher.

". Th-- the years m and of a century are
reckoned in ordinal numbers, w 'first,' 'second,'
'nineteenth,' etc?

"A. You have hit the nail on the bead. r

heard of addressing a century in cardinal
numbers?

en when a century is two years old it
is in its third year?

"Qud'wai ft ie Bnety-nin-e years old it
it in itBOth, year!

"A. (Sertairay.
'q. And when it has passed its lOOtit mark

it m m its second century Y

"A. Beyond a perad venture.

". Tlbwefoe we are in the 100th year of
the nUMtceaw century?

"A. You are correct."

With apologies for reproducing the pie-

man's flippant reference to our Saviour's
birth, he argues that when. Christ came to

earth his age was lo be described by the
expression zero, which ls correct. "He
opened his eyes on the (beginning of) the
first year of the flt century" of the Chris-

tian era, as a matter of course. Humanly
speaking be was not a year old until the
thirty-fir- st of December. A. D. 1. If he
h&d remained among men until the thirty-fir- st

of December, A. D. 96, he would have
completed his ninety-nint- h year, and would
have entered upon not finished his one
hundredth, oa the first of January, A. D.
1M. So on the thirty-fir- st of December,
A. B. XSjUtve shall sec ths completion of
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the ninety-nint- h year of the nineteenth
century, and on New Year Day enter upon
the one hundredth and final year of that
century, which will not come to a close
until the thlrty-nr- st day of December, A.
D. 1900.

The sapient contention of Kohlaaat, that
the years ot a century should be mentioned
in ordinal and not cardinal numbers, we
will not consider seiiously. It Is to his
credit that he is a self-ma- man, much In
the way that the confections which he spent
his youth in so neatly rolling and stuffing,
are said by those who have eaten them
whether the two or the five cent variety
to impress the absorber as self-ma- pies.
His early education, except in the di-

rection of the bnulangeric. manifestly
was neglected. The fact, however, re.
mains that neither he nor anyone else
can juggle the truth of chronology by piay-in- g

"ordinals" against cardinals. The llrst
century cannot be said to have ended until
It had lasted one hundred years, and until
December 31, A. D. 100. The second cen-

tury, therefore, began on January 1, A. D.
101. Similarly the one hundredth year of
the nineteenth century will not be complet-
ed until December 31. A. D. 1900, and the
twentieth century will dawn upon us with
all its pregnant jiromise of American im-

perial greatness on New Year Day, 1901,

Bundesraths and Chicago piebakers to the
contrary notwithstanding.

Dos Da j s in December.
On Tuesday an order was issued by the

Commissioners that all dogs in the District
must be muzzled, the effect being that any
dog with or without a tag who venturer out-

side the door of his master's house unpro-

vided with "a good, bubstarftial muzzle" is
liablo to be impounded and held for re-

demption. This order is likely to cause con-

siderable inconvenience to the owners ot
our canine population, os well as woe to
the animals themselves, for if there is any-

thing that a normal and un-

reservedly hates it is having a wire thing
fastened-ove- his nose for no reason that
he can see. There will be a great many
cross dogs in town during the next few
months.

The alleged reason for the decree is
a report of the Health Officer in which
it is stated that rabies "is increasing in the
District." This statement is founded on
the fact that there were- - five cases of the
disease during the month of November.
The number of dogs in the District is at
l?ast five thousand. The percentage of af
flicted animals Is. therefore, a small frac-
tion of one par cent. Durlng-th- c midsummer
months, when one would, suppose that hy-

drophobia would prevail, there chanced to
be no cases at all. Hence the "Increase."

This order will nffecP, therefore, several
thousand dogs, large and
small, mostly too small to be very terrible.
Owing to the conditions of life in this city
a majority of the dogs kept here are merely
pels terriers, lap dogs. King Charles span-

iels, pug dogs, and such diminutive crea-

tures, many of whom would hardly bo able
to meet a good sized cat on equal terms.
These dogs must be muzzled "to prevent
their biting or snapping" just as if they
wore mastiffs or bull dogs. It follows that
from now till early summer we shall see
all the small dogs in town marching meekly
at the end of a string, with muzzles over
their noses, while the untagged dog, who is
frequently big, muscular, and quarrelsome-- ,

roams unmuzzled and free, ready to catch
any disease or bone that happens to come
his way.

Tlwre la little reason to suppose that the
muzzle ordinance in general is of very much
use anywhere. The people who care enough
about their dogs to comply with the ord-

inance usually take very good care to know
where the animals are, because if they do
not, they will be stolen. As.a rule, nobody
keeps a dog in a city unless he is of some
value, and there is no't the risk of such a dog
being bitten that there is in the country,
because he is seldom allowed to go out
and roam about by himself.

The Commissioners' order is not likely to
counteract the infinitesimal danger from
rabies in the least, while it will cause much
expense and trouble to owners of dogs, an
immense amount of irritation in the dogs
themselves, and help nobody except the
hardware dealers, who, we trust, will prop-

erly remember the Commissioners in their
Christmas programme.

The resurrected Mr. Hoar is beginning
to agitate with all the liveliness ot his
former self. He has now resolved, "tho
House concurring," that Senators and
Members should not be appointed on com-
missions whose recommendations and ac-

tions will come before Congress for con-

sideration. Perhaps the idea is not a bad
one, but it should be expanded if tho
Senator will allow us to use such an
opprobrious word to include a prohibition
ot runaway Credit Mobilier witnesses, at-
torneys and agents of the men who killed
our soldiers with decomposed beef, and
such characters. With such amendment
the Hoar resolution would be sure not to
pass.

Congress has adjourned for the holidays.
It will be a relief to the overworked mem-

bers. Some of them will go home, but per-

haps more will remain in Washington to
enjoy its delightful winter climate and to
learn how turkey and goose aro cooked un-

der tho Reed rules. Those who are new to
the season In the Capital will have much
to see of an edifying and instructive char-
acter. Wo commend them particularly to
the White House spectacle on New Year
Day, when hundreds of thivering patriots
stand in line out in the cold to enjoy the
privilege of making the President's arm
ache by pumphandling 1L There will bo
more of that sort of thing than usual this
winter, 1900 being a Presidential year.

A rumor reported yesterday to the effect
that General Duller has recovered theguus
lost by Colonel Long, by means of a night
raid by volunteers, may possibly be true.
If so, it will do much to allay the unhappy
feeling created in tho United Kingdom by
the Tugcla repulse. But the story Is not
susceptible of too much credit on the
strength of present information.

l'liriillcln.
(Kroni the Philadelphia Hecord.)

Docs anyone imagine that if a, vote of the peo-

ple of the Philippine Islands could be obtained
which should reflect the actual desires of the
Inhabitants a majority of them would prefer Tagal
to American supremacy? Yet it is upon such an
undetermined predicate that the Government is
asked by to embark its troopa
for home and turn over the archiHlggo to Aguin-ald-

With equal reason the people of the United
States might be asked to gie California, Nevada,
Arizona, and New Mexico back to the Mexicans,
from whom the territory was tgrn by conquest.

Spoil Triumph.
(From the Indianapolis News.)

It is impossible to conduct municipal govern-
ment honestly and efficiently on the spoils baslg.
The thine; has been tried in this country for years,
and it is sorrowfully admitted that the one great
failure that the American people have made is In
iius uuMiLCM oi governing emeu. ine reason
is that the eiWl fervice of American cities-t- a

treated aj spoils by ths successful party.

POLITICAL NOTES AND GOSSIP.

CiiriioKlt' and Ilryiui. The old story
of Andrew Carnegie's alleged conditional
support of Mr. Bryan in 1900 was revived
yesterday with some new trimmings. Sev-
eral months ago the story ran that the
Iron magnate would throw his influence
and money on the side ot Mr. Bryan next
year as opposed to Mr. McKinley without
conditions. After a time the story- was
modified to the extent that Carnegie's sup-
port of Mr. Bryan would depend upon the
Nebraskan's continued and unconditional
fight against expansion. Now the gossips
have it that Mr. Carnegie has imposed an-

other condition, which is that Mr. Bryan
cause tha Democrats to eliminate lti to 1

from their platform in 1900. No Western
or Southern Democrat could be found yes-
terday who'boJieved that Mr. Bryan or any
other man at present prominent In the par-

ty councils would entertain Mr. Carnegie's
alleged proposition, Some of them said
they had heard it rumored that Mr. Car-
negie had agents traveling over the coun-
try quietly 'working on the proposition
suggested, but they refused to believe this
was belug done. Most of them indignantly
resent the impeachment contained In the
suggestion that Mr. Carnegie could swerve
the party managers from their fixed pur-
pose to have the Chicago platform, 16 to 1

and all, readoptod next year. Still, the
Carnegie story is being Industriously circu-
lated, and it will perhaps continue to be
handed around until some authoritative de-

nial or verification of it is made.

V:s It Oorii'iiiu'H Wurli i The action
of John Walter Smith, Governor-ele- of
Maryland, and ad interim member of Con-

gress, in dodging the vote on the Currency
bill in tho House Monday, continues to be
the theme ot lively speculation among
Democrats in both wings of the Capitol.
The general opinion is that tho dodge was
not only deliberately planned, but that it
was a part of a scheme very adroitly con-

ceived by former Senator Gorman and the
element of the party he represents to set
the managers to "guessing" about Mary-
land In general, and more particularly
about Mr. Gorman. Mr. Smith has not yet
come forward with any explanation ot his
absence from the House when the roll was
nailed on the Currency bill. No one, so
far as known, has seen fit to try to make
him break silence, though the curiosity
as to exactly how he would have voted had
he been in his seat Monday Is keen and
widespread. It ls known by all of the
curious that the platform on which he
reversed a Republican majority in Novem-
ber and brought Maryland back to the
Democratic column utterly ignored tho
financial question as well as that of expan-
sion. In fact, the only pronounced expres-
sion In the platform was on the subject
of the unfettered liberty of the press. At
the time of its adoption tho country was
indignant ax the rigid censorship the Ad-

ministration was having General Otis
maintain on cable despatches from Manila.
The Maryland Democrats voiced the na-

tion's indignation over this in the plat-
form upon which Mr. Smith stood.

"But." said a Democratic Senator from
the South yesterday, "the liberty of the
press in this country is not in danger, and
I doubt that that plank in the Maryland
platform had anything to do with Mr.
Smith's election. Mr. Gorman smiled cyn
ically when I asked him recently what was
meant by the wild shriek of the party
cohorts In Maryland for the maintenance
of tho liberty of the press. Then he
changed the subject. I have always known
that Gorman ls not a 16 to 1 man, but I
do know ho used to be a bimetallist. There
was no issue of ratio in the Republican
Currency bill passed by the House. It pre-
sented unequivocally and boldly the broad
question of bimetallism or monometallism.
Democrats of every shade of opinion, ex-

cept those who voted the Indianapolis
ticket in 1S96, can unite In opposing the
bill passed Monday. I do not believe,
therefore, that Mr. Gorman had anything
to do with Mr. Smith's Inexplicable course.
At the same time, Mr. Smith's conduct has
aroused a great deal of discussion ill over
the country as to Mr. Gorman's attitude
toward the Chicago platform, and there Is
no telling but that it will eventually result
lil some concerted movement with, forcu
back of it, 'for a modification of the cur-
rency planlr In that instrument. Such a
movement- - once well started within the
party lines would possibly not stop short
of vigorous antagonism to Mr. Bryan, and
if this should be successful I conceive it
to be not impossible for Mr. Gorman to
fall heir to tho party leadership next year.
You know Mr. Bryan has frequently de-

clared of lato that If the Democracy
thought it could win with another candi-
date and could not win with him he would
step aside. Well, maybe Mr. Gorman thinks
it is time to begin to show Mr. Bryan that
there Is an element In the party ready and
eager to tako him at his word, and that
the plan of this element can bo gradually
unfolded to the country by the pronounced
friends of tho Maryland leader doing sur-
prising things, like Mr. Smith's dodge on
Monday."

The Ship Suhnldy Seliomc. Demo-
crats in both the Senate and House are be-

ginning to believe that the Republicans
already have agreed upon a ship subsidy
bill which will be sprung on the country as
boon after the holiday recess is over as it
Is considered wise to do so. Whatever bill
on the subject is introduced will bo a par-
ty measure, and, more than that, it is said
that It will be an Administration measure.
In view of this probability the Demociats
are talking like they Intend to line up
against it to a man in both wings of the
Capitol. To this end tho matter will be
considered In the caucus which Represent-
ative Rhea of Kentucky is working up to
be held before. Congress reconvenes. It is
understood that the bill will be presented
by somebody not so intimately identified
with tho Administration as is General
Grosvenor. though he will bo the floor
manager of it, as he was made Chairman of
the Committee on Merchant Marine and
Fisheries, especially for this purpose. When
the bill reaches the Senate it is taid that
Senator Hanna will take charge of it, and,
with the aid of the Administration, make
the vote on the measuro the test of Re-
publicanism.

A Democratic Senator from the West,
who would not permit the use of his name,
said to a Times representative yesterday:
"Wo aro aware that the Republicans are
practically united in both branches on the
ship subsidy scheme, and that they are de-

termined to push it through at this sessicn
if possible. If it were in their power to
do so they would rush it through immedi-
ately behind the currency bill in time to
forco adjournment of Congress by the 1st
ot May. But I believo we can prevent this
in tho Senate, and It is not Improbable that
we shall devise a flllbustor policy with this
object in view. Tho bill, I understand, will
carry an appropriation of about $100,000,000
to be doled out in lumps of $10,000,000 ev-
ery year in the form of prizes to ship-
builders. If it were certain that this
amount, or even a larger amount, would put
our merchant marine back to the relative
position! in the world's trade it occupied
before Republican tariff laws drove It from
the seas there might not be much opposi-
tion to the scheme, even granting that
special interests aro to bo benefited by it.
But I am satisfied thnt a much heavier
subsidy than a beggarly ton million a year
will be required to relnvigoratc and main-
tain our merchant marine under the fixed
fiscal policy of the Republicans, aud for that
reason all Democrats ought to oppose the
measure. W can show that the Republi-
cans, having destroyed the merchaut marine
and robbed the people by their tariff sys-
tem, now want to turn around and rob tho
people again by pouring millions of their
taxes into tho coffers of a few favored ship-
builders." ,

Munoii HhukIiib: On.-Sen- ator Mason,
it will bo observed,, still clings to his seat,
notwithstanding his rather strong declara-
tions regarding hfs early resignation, be-
cause ot hlsloppQaltlon to American

KosslblyJ'hls contemplation of the
example offered by two famous New York
Sonat-ors- , who i resigned long years ago,
andt but one f wjbom, after many weary
seasons., managed o return to the Senate,
has altered tile rotund Illinois stateman's
Gibraltar-lik- e resolution.

HEARD AT THE CAPITOL.

One of the most constant attendants la
the Senate is Mr. Foraker, who may be
seen at his desk early &nd late, and al-
ways busy. His seat is on the Democratic
side, strange to relate, which in no wise
seems to disconcert the Ohio orator when
he arises to address the Senate in oppo-
sition to Democratic measures.

"What has become of Bassett?" asked a
visitor to the Senate gallery yesterday.
"Dead? I am sorry to hear it. The Sen-
ate will never look the same to me. I lived
in Washington for ton years, and I grew
to look upon the venerable assistant door-
keeper as an essential , part of the upper
house. Could his observations and remem
brances be written up, they would form a
most interesting volume indeed."

Brother Tobias, former President ot 'the
St. John's College of this city, was an in-

terested visitor at the Capitol yesterday.
Brother Tobias has not changed in appear-
ance since he left St. John's to take charge
of a school In Maryland.

Said a doorkeeper on the Democratic
side of tho House yesterday. "Occasion-all- y

a man comes along who wishes to see
a Republican Representative. This occurr-
ed today, and when I told the stranger he
was on the Democratic side you ought to
have heard him snort, as if in disgust.
'Oh, conio,' said I, 'wo are not such bad
fellows over here. Stop awhile ami get ac- - j

quaiutod.' He heeded me not, but moved j

on rapidly." '

A very old gentleman appeared at one of j

the entrances to the House yesterday, and
snt in his card to a Western Representa-
tive, who later came out and warmly greet-
ed his visitor. After a few words ot general
conversation, the old gentleman asked:
"And how is my claim getttirg along?"

"Oh. pretty well; I hope to get It through
the committee soon."

"Well, I hope so. You see I put In this
bill when jour grandfather was in Con-

gress, and I am trying hard to live until
your son succeeds you, and takes a trial
at it."

"This is remarkable Christmas weather
for Washington," said Representative De
Graft'enrold yesterday. "It reminds me of
Toxas very much. I guess I will not go
home for the holidays, for if this weather
continues I will think that Texas has come
to me."

There- la much talk among the Senators
and Representatives about building a new
and separate building for the Supreme
Court of th.3 United, States. While the
business of this the highest tribunal in
America has decreased about two-thir-

since 1S91. yet some members of Congress
believe the dignity of the court demands
an establishment apart from the halls
where the legislative branch ot the Gov-

ernment is located a Supremo Court
building, where will be found the quiet
that should attend the hearing of grave and
important judicial questions.

Former Representative Brookshir" was
at the Capitol yesterday upon business be-

fore Congress. Mr. Brookshire was lately
associated with Judge Yarrel, of this city,
in the practice of law, and ls interested in
the matter of Mrs. Maybrick's release from
the English prison, where she is serving a
life sentence for the alleged murder ot her
husband. Mr. Brookshire thinks a great
wrong has been done Mrs. Maybrick. and
says he will not cease in his efforts

the pRrdon ot that unfortunate woman.

'I suppose," said a visitor at the Capitol
yesterday, "those are the officers ot the
Army and Navy?"

"Who do you mean?" asked the guide.
"Why, those men in the gorgeous gold-lac-

uniforms."
"Oh, no, they are the Capitol poliee,

that's all."

Representatives Berry and Sulloway are
probably the tallast members ot the House.
The-- member from New Hampshire Is per-
haps a trifle heavier than his Kentucky
brother, but both are tit and able repre-

sentatives of their respective States. In
mental no less tban in physical attain-
ments.

Senator McMillan of Michigan yesterday
presented for the consideration of the Sen-

ate a petition which Is unique even In the
annals of a body before which almost every
form of communication has been laid. The
original ot the document was written on
heavy letter paper, wa3 addressed to the
United Slates Senate, and reads as fol-

lows:
"The undersigned citizens of the United

States, resident in Bulgaria and Turkey, re-

spectfully petition your honorable body to
complete the suppression of gambling in
the jurisdiction ot Congress, including
bookmaklng on races, in the District of Co-

lumbia, and other districts and Territories,
and interstate gambling by telegraph."

The petition is signed by fourteen Ameri-
can missionaries in different parts of Bul-

garia and Turkey, with their respective
places of residence, and a note below the
signatures states that all or the signers
were present at the annual meeting of the
European-Turkis- h Mission at Samokor.
Bulgaria, July G to 17, 1S99, where it is to
bo presumed the petition wab drawn up and
agreed to.

VENEZUELA'S NEW MINISTER.

Jen. Tl'luiuioi llolut-I'erar- n (.'oiniiiB
to the United States.

Information has reached the State De-

partment t'o the effect that the new Ven-

ezuelan Government has selected Gen.
Tricanor Bolet-Pere- as Minister to the
United States. The appointment was made
by General Castro, recently elected Presi-

dent as a result of tho revolution of which
he was the head.

General Peraza is well known in this city
as a distinguished diplomat and litterateur.
He was born in the city of Caracas in
June. 1838. and while still a young man
tctok an active part in the political affairs
of that country, rising to the rank of gen-
eral on account of distinguished military
services. Ho was also one of the foremost
newspaper men of Venezuela, anil has
achieved considerable reputation as an
orator. He has always been atllllated with
the Liberal party, and has been Assistant
Secretary of the Interior and Attorney Gen-

eral. He served in the Venezuelan Con-
gress for eight years from 1870.

In 1889 he came to this country and es-

tablished "La Rivata Illustrado" (Illus-
trated Rovlew) and "Las Tres Americas"
(The Three Americas). These pub ications
were printed in Spanish, and their main
purpose was to cement tho friendly re-

lations between the United Sttites and the
Spanish-America- n countries.

They were published in New York city
for five years. In 1S89 Geueral Peraza

Venezuela at tho
Congress, held In this city, and at tho
close of its sessions was appointed Minister
Plenipotentiary to the United States. Sub-
sequently he was Consul General of the
Republic of Salvador at New York, and
later reprcseuted the Greater Republic of
Central America in the same capacity.
His next official visit to Washington was
In 1S97. when he came here as a delegate
from Venezuela to the Universal Postal
Congress. About a year ago he returned to
Venezuela and took an active part In the
revolution which resulted In the estab-
lishment of tho present Castro Govern-
ment.

'Phi Striifijrle lu South Afrlen.
(Krom the Hartford

There is little ue in surrounding war with a
false glamour or in (Minting out how it might
have been avoided. As to the le&ulta of this war
we heliexe that a terrible blow will have hen
si nick at civilization it the Knghalt .should be
comindled to withdraw from South Africa. We
cannot think Knglish failure nobble. Kimlitr-le- y

may fall but it will be retaken next ar.
The leading men of the Boers are said to regard
it with- covetous eyes, as well they may. for tha
crater of that extinct volcano is tbe most valttitble
piece of real estate in the world;

18 THE HOTEL C0KRID0RS.

Mr. Hanna. occupied 1a, customary easy
chair in the lobby of tbe Arlington last
night and glanced over tbe usual pile of
newspapers. After holding a onfarcac
with several anxious callers he turned bis
attention to personal matters.

"I have noticed that Sttju of the papers
state that I have lew the- - hemte in La-
fayette Square formerly occupied by tba
late Vice President Hobart." said he. "and
you can deny this as plainly as yon know
how. I have not leased" the house and have
not negotiated to secure it. I am perfectly
at home where I am and jo not think that
I will make any move in the near future.
My first intimation of my great desire tor
the old Hobart mansion was conveyed to
me through the columns of the local news-
papers."

The junior Senator from Ohio then pain-
fully limped to the elevator and sought the
seclusion of his room.

Gov. L. M. Shaw, Iowa, is at
the Arlington, and. with Adjutant General
Byers. is "seeing the city." Governor
Shaw, who Intends to leave for his home
today, is highly pleased with tbe result
of his visit.

"I came on here to attend a meeting of
the Governors of the various States to
prepare plans for the coming centennial
celebration of the removal of the seat of
government to Washington." said he last
night, "but the meeting has been postponed
and I have been enjoying myself in seeing
he sights. I am confident that the cen-

tennial will be a big affair, and that every
Governor of every State will attend.
Everything points to a magnificent display
and such nn occasion as will eclipse even
a Presidential inauguration. Bverything
is prosperous in- - Iowa, ami wt are- getting
richer and fatter every year. In reganl to
thrr Senatorial contest In' our State, both
oartie claim to be confident ot success, and
I suppose both are entitled' to their Judg-
ment."

Governor Otero, of New Mexico, and Gov-

ernor .Murphy, of Arizona, are at the Shore-ha-

and will remain in the city until Fri-
days when they will accompany the mem-
bers of the Senate and House Committees
on Terrftorie? on a trip through the Seuth-we3- t.

Bills have been, presented In- - Con-
gress askicg that Arizona and New Mexico
be admitted as States and the committees
will view the area and the claims of both
Territories from a special train and return
a verdict when Congress convenes after the
Christmas holidays.

, . "'"
Col. William O. Telford,- - of Columbus.

Ohio, is at the Ebbitt. Colonel Telford is
the State war claim agent, and has been
waiting for a little draft from the Treas-
ury Department. He will return to Colum
bus this afternoon with vouchers amount-
ing to $150,0(10.

William R. Corvine, ,I. Langley, and N.
L. McCarthy are at the Shoceham. in the
interest of the Merchants' Association of
Now York.

"We aro ' going Vto appear before the In-

terstate Commerce Commission tomorrow,"
said Mr. Corvine last night, "and protest
against the increase In freight rates pro-
posed by many of the railroad companies.
Dry goods have been advanced 60 per cent,
and the hardware trade is also seriously
affected. We have with us a petition
signed by twenty of the largest wholeea'e
grocery houses in New York, representing
more capital than any other group in the
world, and we propose to present this as
one of the few protests to any further in-
crease in the rate charged for freight trans-
portation."

State Auditor W. S. Gilbert, or Ohio, is
at the Ebbitt on a business trip. Mr. Gil-

bert reports all well In the Buckeye State
and sees prosperity ahead. lie was visited
by a delegation of local business men, bail-
ing frem Ohio, last night, and was given
an informal reception.

Gen. Albert D. Shaw. Commander of the
Grand Army of the Republic, is, registered
from. Watertown. N. Y., at the Rigga. Gen-

eral Shaw was elected to the bead of the
organization only a few months ago and Is
in the Capital on official business. He is
a pleasant conversationalist and has made
a host of friends since taking up the du-

ties of his office.

Hon. Lemuel Eli Quigg, of New York,
made a flying visit to Washington last
night and registered at the Sboreham. Mr.
Quigg is President of the New York Re-
publican Board of County Commissioners.
and is breezy in both apparel and conver-
sation. He left for Old Point Comfort last
night and will return witbin a few days.

Hon. M. L. Lockwood, of Zelienople, Pa..
is registered at the ftlggs. Mr. Lockwood
is a wealthy oil producer and is President
of the American Anti-Tru- st League. He
has recently returned from the anti-tru- st

meeting in Chicago and predicts a hot cam-
paign against the monopolies. He will re-

main in the city several days and will at-

tend the meeting of the executive commit-
tee of the Anti-Tru- st League to be held in
this city today.

SOUTH AERICA'S WEALTH.

The liiiiuen.se Output of the lviiuher-le- y

Diamond Mine.
The Treabitry Bureau of Statistics in its

latest report shows that the Kimberley dia-

mond mines, situated about 60s miles from
Cape Town, in British territory, bordering
on the Orange Free State, furnish 38 per
ceut of tbe diamonds of commerce. Their
existence was unknown prior to 1S67. Some-
thing like $350,000,000 worth of rough dia-
monds, worth twico that amount after cut-
ting, have been produced by .these mines
since they were opened. This amount
would have been enormously increased had
the owners not regulated the output so as
not to exceed the annual consumption of
the world's diamond markets. The

are so plentiful, and the cost of pro.
duction so small that diamond digging in
other porta of the world has practically
ceased.

The gold fields at Witwatersraml, lo-

cated in the South African Republic, on a
ridge a few hundred miles long, which were
supposed to be worthless until recently, are
now of immense value. Gold was first dis-
covered there in 1SS3. The next year the
product amounted to $50i00. Then a rapid
increase followed. In 1SS8 the production
amounted to $5,0CO,0eO; in 1399, $10,000,000;
1892. over $20,000,000; 1S95. over $40,000.-000- ?

1807" and ISPS, about $55,000,00 each
year. This wonderful development has at-

tracted thousands of people to South Africa.
But it was soon discovered that the mines
could not be developed without the. aid of
costly machinery. The gold production In
tho "Rand" since 1S84 has been over 0.

Careful surveys of that field by the
use ot drills ami other processes employed
by experts, show beyond doubt that the
"in sight" probably amounts to $3,300,000,-00- 0,

while the large mirober of mines lo-
cated in adjacent territory, particularly in
parts of Rhodesia, will greatly- - increase
that amount. Without doubt South Africa
will for many years be lb largest goldr
producing section of the world. T intro-
duction of a more aggressive and advanced
type of life In South African affairs on the
part of the English, in cabe-the- y win in the
present war. will mean stili further devel-opme- trt

of this wealth..

This 3tuy Il True;.
(From tho New Orleans States.)

The leaders of the Kepiiblican party are in
dome sort between the devil and tbe deep ihb.
They are anxious to piescrve the amicable rela.
tions now etistimr between Knxland and this
country ami et they would viry much wish ta
extend' the sympathy of the (government to tba
IioefB, because they believ it would be a popu,
lar measure and prove a aUrong bid foe th Irish
vote:.

The Trail of tlieSpoilNiiuui.
(Krom the Kansas City Star.)

The Republican party is rtsabahly prepared to
select Mr. Hoot aa a candidate for Vice President,
but it would certainly utapira, greater respect lor
the party aud Uw cnd4latj if Mr. liftuna did
not give such ntrog avUn at1 ptepristssiiiip
in the. whole show.

NEW PUBLICATIONS.

"A Child's History at 9nh" a M&fa
work by Leonard Williams, anthsr of --

lads and Songs of Spain." It Is evldm
tateadedr tor use to chaolst thos h It mMK)

be interesting to any child whit like his-
tory, the narrative rwirrw malt im style
and all the picturesque m- - ts as Spin
ish history wall brought ov. mMnwa: It.
C. Pans Cot)

"For the Freedom of the s,s " by Cyfss,
TowBsend Brady. Is "a mmaaee f Into'

War of 1312." according o ;s title nan.
and this reuly gives as good an htoa afw
book as can be had wjtaant rsedlag tt.
Thorn is noshing especial! .ttr.kine; .to.,

either plot or character drawing; hut tfcfe
a Mstortcal romance of Hai
owa type. 2?w York. Charts 3critwi1p.
Sons. $1--

"A Corner ef the Wat' ia a ojatot mmfe;
lov story bg "With Henrifta Fowimw
author of "The Professor N I'r.Hdren. " M,
deals with a romance of one of the weaaVK
counties ot Rnghrnd. Brtffv he hero ws

engaged, while sttil ru :g, to a nftti
with aa iavalld mother, to whom ahf ss
vote most of bar time Tbe g4rl retinas
to leave her mother at on f md the

continues throuen yeasw
Meanwhile her niece has grown up nasi
comes on the-- scene, and in hsr the hnmr
finds tbe woman really suite.'. him. fhei
ending of the story is ati.f sory b thai
reader, while it does not m .t aajp of oW
conventional ethical laws f 'ha nsnstat
novel. (New York: D. ;p ettm Qa

"Tho Lively City o' Ltgg. ' by (white
Burgess, b one holiday boatc which u cojp-ta- la

to be a delight to every child happy
trirougk to receive a copy. It may be rec-
ommended with absolute certainty to tn,
parents, grandparents, ancles, aunts, com-In- s.

and Sunday school teachers of any
youngster more tban four and less taaa
fourteen years old. It fa not In any

in fact; it ta nonsense wl.b,
only tbe merest thread of sense-- running;
through it; but it is bright, welt wriUi,
and most utterly and thoroughly ecsghant.
Briefly. Mr. Burgess has written a jnsfti
book of inanimate things. He baa brought,
to light a city in which the chaira, tatos .
bouses, eievatorst railway trains, and otto
products ef msn'a inventive genius waUr..
talk, and get into mischief as if they waea.
people. One chapter deals with tha time
when the chairs went on a strike aaj
sneaked off in the night to a Behjaheclagr
forest, leaving the people of Ltgg ta sa.
their breakfast standing aad receive thate
calls squatting on tbe floor. The only M

man being who figures ta any extant feu

these tales is a little bey named Yak, who
is the MowglLof thf& jungle. He it te who,
tames a "rogue" railway train and redhoea
a mutinous company of big guns to order.
And it was be who chanced to-- be m a Nttto
red stable one night when- - it became Mghc-bead- ed

with a large draught of illuataah-in- g

gas and floated up into the air. coming:
down Anally on top of a steeple, where-- it
stayed transfixed. And these are only threatof the curious stories contained in t1v
book. It has a yellow cover and somei in-
telligent looking buildings grouped on tho
outside. It is rather a pity that Mr. Bur-
gess did not secure an artist as original as
himself, for the illustrations are mudtx
equal to tbe text.

Not the least enjoyable part of the' bosk:
is the preface inserted for tho benefit oC
skeptical parents. The book proper is
written in easy words which any inmate
could understand, but the preface- is aa
technical as Darwin. Mr. Burgess arinesi
that the inanimate object of the present tsi
an arrested development, a survival of

when furniture was alive. He sagsc
Less apropos. is. the cotouderathait

of the possibility of the crossing- of tbe two wpii."
dominant racta or roteies, aa Stinted m fas
analogies of the biped beasts of ': ytnology Fhset,
however, the reader may iawKuapte for titmaettt
and amns himself with .p.i oistiom upon that
Eqinw Cabattoetrade. the Liaao. o Piano Lmr.,
the Giranopssr. and' other Jtiasm nongrsto.
There wan doubtless a stage in "ta pcogTest tl
tho two races, when annas and lOjacts existed?
contemporaneomir, and were uminpi il with

equal paweta, aa tt i to thu
tha the mi en fcam ot the tateu ia 'hU bojfc
belona. But the one-- was dmtined to g Sw
and perfect a Kill higher culture, while tnc ethec
bad already passed ita snaanactssi ot dussisa
went aad was dtgeseswtintr. the straggle msstt
have been furious, though pi usably of shmC
duration, aad tbe laws, of nrotnti i trtinspaiiiU.
We can have no doubt but that it was a i rvlsaU
of the attest.

Though the book will be good for chil-
dren, there are bits of satire hen andt
there likely to amuse adults. Por instaaar,,
there is one tale of a suspension: beluga
that took a walk and broke dews oa, a
railroad track. An English, train, earou,
along ami stopped pusaled. It finally waafc
around the obstruction, swimntisgr tnoi
river in the process. An American unto, ar-
rived, saw the obstacle, backed for a mUei
or two, put on all steam and took a fljrlacr;
leap over it, bucking like a bronco! tiWw;
York: Frederick A. Stokes h Co.)

"The Monster" Is a book containing thsee
stories by Stephen Crane, the first, of whlnb-sive-

its name to tbe collection. ThB
other two are entitled "The Blue Hotat?"
and "His New Mittens." the latter bohsgt
one of Mr. Crane's "WhilomvUhy stories.

"The Monster" attracted considerable!
attention when it came out in one of the.
magazines, because ot the somewhat staat-li-ng

originality of its central idea. Brienar
the tale s this: A country doctor ban a
negro coachman, who, dunng a fixe; snoaai
the life of tho doctor's small son at tbn;
risk of his own. Owing to the fact that
the two were caught by tbe fire ia the
doctor's laboratory, where acids wssei
stored, the coaehinan is rescued more dead!
than alive, and with bis face entirely de-

stroyed and bis wits gone. He has bees,
saved by the skill of the doctor, who be-
comes in a way responsible tor him. Tne
result is that the neighbors begin ta shun,
the doctor as something uncanny and

and be loses his practice and hja
social position, all because be keeps thai
"monster." who is perfectly barmlesa, on
his premises. There is an taterestmg!
ethical problem bere. and a somewhac

--caustic satire on human nature; and tha
whole thing is wonderfully won worhmu
out. Of tbe other two stories little can.
be said. "Tbe Blue Hotel" is rather point-
less and mixed up. The story ot the- - mftV
tens. while an accurate picture of the smart
boy. Is not one of the best of tbe awtinwr'a,
works in this line, and anyone who bngpst
tbe book will really have to lika it oat
the strength of the first of tbe tales, wbteh
takes up considerably mora than a thtaa,
of tbe volume. (New York: Knxpwr &
Bros.

A new Illustrated book, or booklet, hast
appeared, containing "A Vision of War,
by the late Colonel IngersoU. otto
or two sentences on each page, with full-pa-

illustrations. It cannot bo said time
the illustrator has done extraotdsmwday
well, but the general appearance of fas
work is attractive, and there are twotmW
portraits ot Colonel IngersoU. on Qrnn, a,
pfottograph. taken to ISM. and one tos &

much later picture. (New York: C. P.
Farreil.)

T.nvtoiiJs Death.
I Krom the PhiladerpbU Times,

The wutb of a brave officer like this
us all to sympathize more deeply than
with the awful bemavenseaca tha has MwV
fallen upon the English people. W can undo
stand, too, bov such btreaTementa only drrnsk
the determination to. push tbe war to ha aajsV

"that these dead shall not have died ia vain."

The Brentcut In Hi.story.
(From the PtuIadeJphia itacard.)

The greatestr banquet ia hiatnty task .plot
Antrust 18. 1. when tbe ,i3S saayots at
Prance sat at a table in tbe Palais da Findsc
trie, in Parts Them were three relays of about

i sercnty-av- e chief cooks, 13.0Oa waitess asnt
hows, ecflarmen, and baspstis ,SB SOttm BJH
gisnses, knives, fork and spasm ia sawpssSJaa,
40.000 rolU, and fbb, roeaS. aad fowl by tha nm,
Tha banquet was part of tha centenary uhhiaimi
of the evewfat of tTStt.

A.ssttrcclly.
(From tbe Boston Herald)

It ia points! ant that the, msctmant ef flps

new Currency bill wilt introduce faste ou statuses
a vc afcrasa the Mawbtrd unit of vajhm hftatr--t

the term has fcsn. ssmpty tha at a

Thar is a. Mjlhiahsil. Sere wW ssnmawaa of a
difference.


