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RHODE ISLAND'S NEW CAPITOL.

Dedleation of the Partly Completed

Huilding Teday.

PROVIDENCE, R L, Dec. 11.—Tomor-
riow the new Rhode Island State Capitol,
familinrly known as the “marble paince,”
will be formally dedicated, receiviag for
the first time the Governor and other oM-
cinls of the State Government and Loth
bravches of the Legislature. There will
be no formal dedieation at this time, be-

cause the big structure is sot yet com-

pleted, and bas not been turned over by

the wrehitects, MoKim, Mead & White, of

% York, to the 2tate. The formal ex-
orciyes will take place perbaps a year
from now, when the terrace is finished

and the seventeen acres of ground have
been graded and beautified.

Ground was broken for the apitel Sep-
tember 16, 1863, and the ¢ornerstote was
laid October 15, 1506, Up to date Cbout

$2.200,000 kas been expended on the build-

ing and grounds, and the voters author-

ized on the 6th of last month the expens

diture of $700.000 more to complete 1he
underinkitg. The Capitol is 333 feut

long aad 150 feet deep at the centre, with
two long wings and a well-proportioned
dome towering, with the statue of * The

independant Man™ upon it, 235 feet from

the ground and 3i2 fest above high-water

mark, Thin dome, lilke the rest of the
bullding, Is of solid blocks of murlile, asd
in said to be the oniy one so consiructed
side of india. It bas been said by orit-
les that there is no State capitol in the
Usniteéd States of such fine architectural

proportions.
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presentatives, fucluding an sddress by
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EMROPE'S BUSINESS OUTLOOK.

The Year 1000 Leaves France In &
Strong Financial Positlon,

PARIS, Dec. 31.—Here in Fraoce the
old vear la closing and the new year opén-
ing with a reasonably strong financiai po-
sitlon. The most striking feature of all
ie the continued plethors of money at the
Bank of France, where 35,000,000 francs
in gold bave been received in the past
seven weeks, and where the year's total
additions to the Institution's steck of geld
have been no less than 447,000,608 This
extraordinary i(ncrense, and the general
soundness of our markets are a result,
not altogether of the Expesition, but also
of n ecause which Is likely to sndure—
namely, the aversion recently displayad
by French capital for outside industrial
investments, especlally Russian, and for
the mechanical traction enterprises so
popular before, but which have pot ful-
filled expectatiors of Immediate retuins.

The South African war has lowersd the
rate for London exchange 24 centimes in
a single year—something not witneesed
since the Baring crisis. Fraoce Is not
lkely to withdraw Its large crediis from
Londen, which is reassuring for that mar-
ket. Mentime eaution is noticesble in all
French operatious. The great credit so-
cleties entrusted with the chief part of
French savings favor only the ultra-se-
cure [nvestments, mainly In bonds with a
fxed rate of Interest.

The chlef worry of Paris is the |ndiffer-
enl prospect of Spanish exterior bonds,
over which the many French ho'ders are
greatly exercised, particularly asince the
threats in the Cortea not only to impose a
20 per eent tax, but also to pay coupons
in pesetas instead of gold. Yeét preceipls
of the SEpanish treasury for (he year 1960
show advance over the year preceding,
which had extraordioary resources in the
twenty-five millions paild by Germany for
the Carolites.

A strong Increase in the castoma re-
ceipts of Portugal gives new hope to hold-

| ere of that natlon's debt. The pledged to-

bacco monopoly e to hold good, In spite
of disquleting rumors, for six more years,

Itallin Anances are just now in a period
of expectation; but It is felt here that the
induistrial progress so noticeable lo the
Italian department of the expesition must
continue and show tangible results, barr-
ing political accidents.

Germany, of all the Continental nations,
promis:x (o draw most anxious attention
during the comiog year, both finanetally
and industrinily. Its lack of coal and the
keen American competition have undoubt-
edly stopped progress In its Iron and steel
{oduatries. Moreover, the Josses sus~
tained by Germany as a result of the

than competsated for by the new trade
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present, arrayed for the Arst tlme in
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Unltad Seafes, The late uncertain condl-
tion of the two great Berlin banks, almost
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for many manths. There s reason (o

Buslitess Transsciions Nol So Large | hope, however, that the agrarian tariff

proposals which would have led o eco-
nomlic war with the United States are
definitely shelved.

CONNECTICUT LAWMAKING.

Forecasis of Measures (o Go Before
the Legislature.

NEW HAVEN, De¢, 21.—No oppoaition
has arizen to the candidacy of John H.
Light, of Norwalk, for Spesker of the
House In the coming Legislature, which
meets next Wednesday, and ho han al-
ready begun to consider the membership of
the ociwmittess. The Committiere on Rail-
roads will be even more Imporiant than
irgal at the coming session on account of
e miany confllets between the New Huven
m rallroad company and the promot-
{ trolley paraliels. The proapect has
ably brightened for the sifam
ca [t haz bean found that there
and conflicting troiley applicants
ml af the most valvable exten-
vontrolling the Seuste does
sible that the New Haven Com-
feat the application (o extend
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ol for the preser jon and care of pub.
1« rr--r~r~‘-- A committep of the Constitp-
lonal Reform Assotiatlon |s preparing
the bille of that hody, (ncluding the ore
for a constitrutional cosvention.

The terms of Judges Baldwin and
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noil Shumw rlor Court, ex-

The only ¢ whose nomination fa
aubt is Judge G. W. Wheeler, a strong
t¥ Judge with an excellent record, but
» he opposed by rert rnrpor"r'l“
Al scandals att; nding the ,.enr.-
appolntment by lemislative cancuses

to be

e to the attem-
embly by & méns-
the methad of appointment.

STATE LAW VS. TREATY.

Interesting Will Case in the Federnd
Conrt of Nebraskn.

OMAHA, Neb, Dec, 31.—The lawan of
ska are in open confilet {in ons par-
r at lenst) with the treaty Belween
United States and the Republic of
I‘l“l'll . In the Federal Court here the
rican helrs to property are contend-
the claims of Frenchmen who
« lawful legatees to some Neo

N

ago 4 Frenchman came lo
and settled in Ne-
usperal with
J t real ¢state
to the value of
o ur'l yeucrn fore bis

s W i

lowe

ofLx
death ©
properiy
tratrix
tersell and s
letter

n of the
Enited Sintes § |"‘luiP
Ly the American
to be wole helr under
n s . which cuts off from
heritance natural b who are alicns.
Ih' ireaty between the Unlied States and
o8 e s that resblents of one
niry shull ipon the same
plane ss cltizens of th ther In all mat-
Inl iee and property
' P 4 I¥ upon this
tr wiile the rueys for the defence
vontond ol the ireaty s necessarily
modifled by the laws of the several States,
as the matter of ihe descent of property
i one of the functions of government re-
served to the States by the Mndamental
law of the land.

S0 fur 45 known this action Is new to the
tice of the courts of the State, and
all precedent so far found goes back to
the records of the State of Louisiana,
re, In an enrly day, many cases [n-
Iving the rights of French citizens un-
der treaty provisions were considered and
lecided.




