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DAUGHTER
Heaven guards all fools they say and

truly I believe It or I should never have
succeeded in leading two hundred of tho
Duke of Cumberlands Dragoons into our
camp at Congleton This juncture was a
critical one In our fortunes Prince Char-
lie

¬

was marching hot and fast on London
with two armies after lim Marshal
Wades to the north Cumberlands troops
not a half days ride oft on the cast Each
day we looked to be overtaken or inter-
cepted

¬

by one or other of the hostile ar-

mies
¬

but each day passed without a bat-

tle
¬

and all the while we were moving
nearer and nearer to the capital Until
now we had been all eagerness to corns to
Wows because the Highlanders need that
sort of food to keep their stomachs sweet
and they Were already showing signs of
great impatience but now that our rash
inarch had brought us so far south our
one aim was to push on to London avoid-
ing

¬

unnecessary conflict by the way and
reserving our energies to cope with such
resistance as tho capital might offer us
On the 1st day of December a chill raw
day I remember our cavalry set off from

Iaccleslleld in the early morning to
march to Congleton and while wc were
on the road the Prince commanded Lord
Elcho Archie MacGrcgor myself and a
few or our cavalry to reconnoitre in tho
direction of NcwcaslIe-undTT-Lyn- e The
Duke of Cumberland withnls 10000 men
was encamped somewhere in the neigh-

borhood
¬

cf that village and his Highness
wished to learn not only their exact sit-

uation
¬

but also whether the Duke were
lying quiet In camp or whether he were
already up and on our track

There was no sign of life about
as we drew near save

the reek from the cottage chimneys and
over beyond the houses the lighter smoke
which mounts from camp fires half ex-

tinguished
¬

AVe drew rein awhile watch¬

ing tho scone and as wo waited there
came a sudden rattle of musketry from
far away on our left and after that a
silence and then a second discharge of
firing pieces At a loss to understand the
caue of this yet disposed to keep on our
way until we had gained information of
some sort we made forward warily We
passed through the village however
without incident of any sort except that
down in the hollow we came upon a trim
huilt corn mill at the door of which a
young girl stood the mHlers daughter as
we guessed and showed us so tempting a
face all milk and roses with the dew on
them that Archie needs must throw her
some daft speech or other in going by

Leaving Newcastle behind us then we
viewed the place where the Dukes forces
had clearly Iain last night and began to
speculate as to his motive in striking
camp The trampled lane of slush that
lay between the meadows and the high-
roadmade

¬

by the horsehoofs and the
wheels of gun carriages led into the
highway between Newcastle and Litch-
field

¬

and it was plain that the whole body
had retreated upon the last named vil-
lage

¬

Another matter there was too
which puzzled us for a second trampled
path no wider than might accommodate
two horsemen riding abreast diverged
at right angles from the wider track and
led so far as we could trace it straight
over the northward spur of hill

Had we met him marching hard to-
ward

¬

Congleton or Macclesfield I could
have understood said 2 ord Elcho to me
as lie stood and looked up and down the
road

Its my scythe blades that he fears
laughed Archie MacGregor who was still
vastly proud of the weapon he had fath-
ered

¬

I was about to tell him that we were
entirely convinced of the merits of his
scythes without hearing more of them
when my eye was caught by some move ¬

ment in the hedge in front of me We
had found reason lately to be jealous of
all skulking figures and I watched the
hedge narrowly

What is it Sir Anstruther asked
Lord Elcho

By this time I could distinguish the up
per half of a face and two bright eyes
peering through the thick network of
boughs and twigs It is a fox my lord
1 think I answered and set my horse
at the hedge

It was a hard leap taken so suddenly
hut wc crashed through the hedge top
somehow and landed squashlly into wet
land on the further side The fellow
whose face I had seen through the twigs
was already on his feet and running hard
across the field but I was on him in a
few yards and had stopped and gripped
him by the collar of his coat

Your business sir I asked
He made no answer nor could I extort

any speech from him bythreats of rough
usage so I made him show my horse the
way to the nearest gate keeping a pistol
tocked on him and when we had regain

d the highroad I presented him to Lord
Elcho with much ceremony

Elcho looked hard at him Humph A
spy sir I take it he said with blunt
directness

The man changed color and seeing
him shrink from the word spy so dain-
tily

¬

1 took a keener survey of him and
judged that not long ago he had had pre-

tensions
¬

to the rank of gentlomn But
still he did not open his mouth nor could
we get a single word from lim until a
rope had been fixed to the nearest bough
and my delicate rascals neck fitted snug-
ly

¬

to the noose
Our time is precious said Lord Elcho

irlefly Either you tell us all you know
or he shrugged Ills shoulders

Do you vouch for my life if I play
play traitor said the man and again
he shrank from the last word traitor

I cannot His Highness must be the
judge of that but this I promise I will
take you safely into camp and use my
utmost persuasions for your life Come
your answer

He gave up the game then and once
lie had determined to accept the situa-
tion

¬

he answered Elchos questions in a
clear straightforward fashion Wc had
thought him a common spy only and our
glee may be imagined when wo found
that he was no other than Mr Weir the
chief spy of the Duke of Cumberland a
gentleman by birth and closely intimate
with all that concerned the plans of the
English Army

We learned in fine that tho Dukes re-

treat
¬

to Litchfield was in pursuanco of his
resolve to wait until Marshal Wade join ¬

ed him before giving battle to us for in
that case he would have two armies un
Jor him and his attack could scarcely fail
to lie successful

This Duke of Cumberland must be a
vera valiant chief muttered MacGregor
lias nac he gotten ten thousand under

lilm as It is and Is ho fl I elite red by five
thousand Hieland laddies

Captain MacGregor you have less pru
ttenco than I am wont to look for In my
countrymen chlded Lord Elcho Why
furnish Mr Weir with details of our
numbers

Weir smiled for the first time since I
had captured him We know to a hairs
hreadth your numbers and your plans
he said

Elcho turned sharply on him How
Sir he flashed

L C

Well perhaps it is no matter to boast
about but 1 have been in and out among
your men a score times since Carlisle

Lord Elcho bit his lip for he had prided
himself upon the secrecy of all our move-
ments

¬

to cover his annoyance he turned
and pointed to the narrower of the two
trampled jiaths that climbed the hillside
on our right The whole army it would
seem did not go on to Litchfield he
said A smaller force has been detached
from the main column what was Its pur-
pose

¬

Mr Weir
Just this he said surlily Sir Peter

Talbot lives over yonder hills a half
league away and it came to the Dulte s
knowledge that Sir Peter was zealously
arming his friends on the Pretenders be-

half
¬

I tapped him smartly on the arm The
Princes sir 1 corrected

As you will said he with a shrug
Two hundred dragoons were despatched

this morning to sack the house and bring
Sir Peter and his friends as prisoners to
the camp

Lord Elcho glanced at me and I at
him We understood now what was the
meaning of the musketry that we had
heard awhile since What can wo do
said he Wc arc too few to ride to the
rescue of this Sir Peter Talbot

Shall 1 gallop back to our army I
put in eagerly The Prince 1 think
would let me havo a cavalry detach-
ment

¬

So no He could not spare them
and It would delay our march too much
It seems a pity Mr Anstruther but there
is nothing whatever to be done

It did seem a pity and more than a
pity that a loyal gentleman should ba
lying under arrest almost within muskst
shot of us and yet we could not move a
step to help him There would be a brief
trial for Sir Peter Talbot and
a short shrift at Cumberlands hand and
we his fellow Jacobites wore well aware
of it Was it the fact that we could do
nothing

As I asked myself the question I glanc-
ed

¬

at my friend MacGrcgor to see if he
had any light to throw upon the situa-
tion

¬

and somehow I was struck by the
curious likeness which he bore to Prince
Charlie not in face indeed but in shoul-
der

¬

width and poise of body
Aweel laddie and hae I anither face

this morning fro that which yere aw
quaiot wiT said Archie catching my
keen glance Maybe yell tell us what
yere thinking of the noo

I was thinking I answered slowly
that if you hid your face or if the light

was overdim to show it plainly theres
many a man even In our own army might
mistake you for tho Prince

Hoots Dinna tickle my vanity Is that
a ye mean by yon fine rapt gaze o
yours

I was thinking too that theres a
heavy price upon the Princes head and
that these 200 dragoons would go far on
the chance of capturing him

I was feeling my way dimly I had a
glimmering of my plan but Us details all
escaped me and I think I should have
yielded to Elchos impatient summons and
have ridden quietly to camp with him
had Archie himself not given me the hint
I needed

Dinna be hard on the chiel he said
with a slow glance at Elcho I ken fine
what ails him hes looking over at New-

castle
¬

yell mark an Ill wager a crown
to a bawbee that his thocts are wi yon
millers daughter we saw as we came
by

Come gentlemon a truce to all this
jesting cried Elcho gathering up his
reins His Highness will be growing
Impatient for our return

But my plan waa ripening now I too
had remembered the millers daughter
and wondered why I had not thought of
her till now

Lord Elcho I said without waiting
to see anything more clearly will you
give leave of absence to MacGregor and
myself till midnight

Leavo of absence he repeated We
know your tasto for long odds Mr Ans-

truther
¬

but surely you do not mean
to

Indeed but I do I Interrupted laugh-
ing

¬

and if you see me back In camp at
all It will be with the best part of these
ten score dragoons

But what is your plan sir Two men
against two hundred docs not sound
promising

Your pardon but if I told you youd
never credit its achievement I have
made witless requests before my lord 1

added laughing Still and it Is tho fash ¬

ion nowadays to humour me
That is true sir said Elcho with a

puzzled smile In fact slnco we took
Edinburgh tho Prince has almost given
carte blanche to MacGregor and yourself
and It youre bent on it I havo no more
to say Captain MacGrcgor do you wish
to Join him

Where the chiel gangs there maum I
gang too for fear he comes to harm
said Archie slowly

And can you eparo four of tho troop-

ers
¬

who rode with us this morning I
asked as Elcho still puzzled was turn-
ing

¬

to bid us both farewell and wish u3
luck

Take them sir It is useless giving my
consont to halves gTOwled Elcho mo-

tioning
¬

half his guard to join us
After I had asked him to Inform the

Princo of what was going forward and
to prepare our camp for a sudden bugle
call to boot and saddle all which he
promised with an air that spoke little for
his faith in our wild venture Lord Elcho
headed straight for Congleton with the
remainder of his guard and Weir the spy
Archie and I were left standing in the
middle of the road while the four troop-

ers
¬

waited at a littlo distance for their
orders and for awhile we looked gravely
at each other in perfect silence

Aweel yo ken best laddie but Im
thinking we wad look fine and naked if
yon ten thousand English come marching
back to Newcastle said MacGregor pres-

ently
¬

Theres a mill Archie at the bottom
of the village and a big house inside It
I said I think you marked It as we
passed through

I wilna hearken to your gibes lad
Mark it And weel I mlcht for there was
as brsw a lassie upon the doorstep as Ive
ever seen sin 1 set foot i this dour
waefu England

Yes there was a lass upon the door-
step

¬

I answered softly and the millers
daughter is going to provo tho mainstay
of our plot Youll follow me Archie If
r tell tho miller some queer facts about
you I put In by

Tell him what you like laddie except
that I hall fro tho Lowlands and if ye
tell him that Ill dirk ye us sure as Im a
MacGregor

Archie was ever tender on this point
for ho had been bred In tho Lowlands
and it was a sore affliction to him that
even his speech played him false to his
Highland birth

But I had no thought Indeed of wrong-
ing

¬

him so far but meant to present him
to tho miller in quite nnothcr guise and
aftr sending tho four troopers to get blto
and sup at the village tavern I beckoned
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MacGrcgor to follow me down the street
In tlio nnnoHitn direction Arrived at tho
house abutting on the mill wo knocked
at the street door claimed audience of tho
master and we were ushered rorwitn into
tho chamber whero he sat drinking a
mug of old October I hastened to him a
world of anxiety in my demeanor

Sir said I you havo strange com-

pany
¬

under your roof today
What say you young man he an-

swered
¬

glancing from one to tho other
of us stolidly

My friend and I are In dire poril I
went on wo asked in tho village where
lived the honest man in it and were sent
to you Can you keep a secret miller

As well ns most men
Ay I would swear you could Well

then our need Is urgent and it Is no time
for mincing words My friend here Is I
lowered my voice who think ye

Nay how should I tell By llis petti-
coats

¬

I warrant hes one of tho Scots that
are marching closo by here they say
Come my masters is it a jest ye play on
me

Yes the Jest of life and death I ar
swered grimly Tho Scotch are beaten
and their leader has sought flight with
the miller of Newcastle get to your feet
and bow man for this is no less man
Princo Charlie who has como to honor
your poor roof

The miller was a hard man to move It
seemed yet even he got up from his chair
us tho name passed his lips Ho stood
regarding Archie attentively then I
had heard tell he vas a handsome lad to
look at said he with evident disappoint-
ment

¬

I laughed out of all moderation so
quaintly it was said and so honestly
It Is plain speaking that I said and

plain speaking leads us to expect plain
dealing from you miller

Ay it was plain eneuch muttered
Archie ruefully

YolI sirs what do you want of me
asked our host

Just this The troops areup and after
the Pilnce here and he must hide till
nightfall Will you give him shelter

The miller pondered and the miller
frowne 1 and not for a full five minutes
would he venture yes or no Then
Ay Ill do It he said
Seeing his mind was fixed I thought

that it would do no harm to carry the
mummery a littlo further Think well
I urged him it is a hanging matter as
you know if King Georges troopers catch
you at It

Ive said my say Ho can hide here if
lift will said the miller stubbornly

Good They said well miller when
they told me you were passing honest

I will not forgot your honesty sir
when I como to my own again put In
MacGregor with such admirable mimicry
of tho Princes manner nay of his very
words that I was fain to look out of the
window for awhile and smile my fill

When I next turned about I saw that a
comely lass had stepped into tho room
and that she stood regarding MacGregor
and myself with interest and surprise It
was tho maid v had seen standing at tho
street door earlier in tho day and I was
struck for tho second time with the freMi
ness of her beauty and the modest way
in which she wore it Indeed I began to
be sorry that I had given MacGregor so
fair a part to play in what Was next to
happen

This is your daughter sir I said
bowing first to tho maid and then to the
dusty miller I guessed as much and I
am glad that she has ctme for his High-
ness

¬

here had never anything to fear from
women r

The miller seemed in doubt as to the
wisdom of such frankness but MacGreg-
or

¬
taking his cue from me insisted on

her knowing all his secret and thr girl
went whlto and pink by turns as she

Your Highness I said bowing low to
Archie I must see to some matters that
we know of but I will be hero by nlght
fal without fail

MacGregor responded without a blush
Be expeditious sir he answered loftll
remember that even a prince has but

the one life nor is he one whit more will-
ing

¬

to loose It than a common man
He dropped his English speech as soon

as we were alone tog thor Laddie he
whispered with a twang you could have
buttered bannocks with 1 ayo thocht ye
had a bee i your bonnet and now I ye
uae doot at a aboot the matter Do 11

kens what this last devilry oyours may

Tloid him In a few words what I meant
to do and Archie grew thoughtful for
awhile Then he took mo by the button-
hole

¬

and quizzed me with his keen grey
eyes Man AnRtruther yev a head on
vour shoulders he cried Gang your
gait laddie and trust me to empty a
measure or two while Im biding for ye
a i the Princes easy fashion

Ay but youve not the Prince s head
for liquor and Id rather find you sober
when I come back again said I ell
then youll remember the lane that leads
past tho mill garden Have your horse
ready saddled underneath the window
that overlooks the lane and gallop when
the signal comes

I Ken line buiu intuit--

Ing his dirk An tho weo bit lassie
Anptruther Think ye now I should deal
saft wt her just to make tho foolery

If theres a lass In it I said going
out of the street door Archie MacGregor
will deal saft with her

A quick ride brought me to the tavern
at the far end of the village where my
trooprs lay and after bidding them
hold themselves In readiness to fulfill cer¬

tain commands of mme and after bor
rowing a trumpet from one of them I set
off at a ganop up im ririu u u

close on getting by this time and a silver
moon was brightening the first edgo of
nightfall the roads though heavy In
places were dryhie under a crisp north
wind the night seemed made for me and
for my purpose A miles ride brought
me to the spot where the narrow tangled
path which we had noticed earlier in tho
day led off at right angles from the main
road I followed this and came
In sight of a high turn ted house

the topmost of the slope which Iupon
judge d could be no othrr than Sir Peter
Talbots Any doubts I may have felt
upon the point were settled long before I
reached the house itself for there wore
troopers In tho Hanoverian llveiy all
and down the grounds and I had scarcely
ridden through the outer gate when a loud

Who goes there came down the slope

t0ACfrlend I answered Jauntily
The sentrv waited till 1 drew the rein

at gate then asked or the pass- -

word J carneu me iwhand told him that I had left the rebel
army too lately to be acquainted with the
password and said that I must see the
officer in command without delay

You come here from the rebel army
and you have the face to own it he
growled staring at me in amazement

Well 1 answered do you think I m
the first to exchange a Dad penny for a
good 1 must see your captain I tell you
take to him tho tale Ive given you and
say that I have certain information of the
Princes whereabouts

He hesitated glanced at me again then
called to a comrado near at hand and
passed mo forward under his escort to
the house Tho second trooper left me
standing in the hall while he took my
tale and presently I was ushered Into a
dark oak panneled room A well-favor-

man of ty years or so sat
writing at a table The trooper who had
brought me in stoou ciose uvimiu un- -

with pistol cocked and for a quick mo-

ment
¬

I ilt my heart beat foolishly as I
realized how completely I had burned my
bridg

Well said the man at the table look-

ing
¬

up after a long silence You bring
a strange story Let me see if there Is
any bottom to it

His tones cold and clear cut braced my
nerves afresh it was as If I had taken a
plunge Into Icy water

My story is brief sir and to the
point I said This morning I wore the
White Cockade and now at nightfall I
am minded to wear the Black

You look over boyish and well-standi-

for the part of turncoat he said
with the same knife edge to his voice

Still that is your affair not mine lou
know the movements of the Pretender

I do and can tell them to you though
Air Wei- - cannot at this moment boast as
muVh 1 answered looking steadily at

Mr Weir he snapped How come
you to know anything f Mr WIer

Because sir 1 rode out with Lord El-

cho
¬

this morning to reconnoitre and wc
trapped this Mr Weir upon the road It
was he who told me you were here and
I little thought at the timo that I should
so soon be seeking your assistance

Again lie eyed me keenly but my infor-
mation

¬

as to Weir was patently so accu-
rate

¬

and my danger In coming here for
any other purpose than to play the trait-
or

¬

so pressing that I saw ho was grow-
ing

¬

ripe to credit all I told him
And In what way do you seek my

help he asked cold as ever
The Prince wns with Lord Elcho and

myself this morning I went on Ah
sir yiu grow warmer on the sudden

The Pretender How near was he and
did he bring no guard

Only the two of us the rest of hl3

guard he left In a little coppice two miles
from Newcastle wfcilr he himself went
en into the village

The captain spntUti his feet Why
mako so long a tare of it he cried The
Pretender in Newcnjle unguarded Take
me to him sirrah S

Soft I Interrupted The Princo Is
slippery and if we hurry in this matter
hell be through our-- fingers before we
know Sit down sir and I WHI tell you
how we are to catch him

For the life of mii1 could not help see-
ing

¬

the droll side 0B4I situation Here
was I a stripling aJtd5i traitor

and Set I yi5 the upper hand
and ordered this soilpwc of experience to
seat himself and tnkvgfhe matter Calmly
But then you see there Were thirty thou ¬

sand pounds on Charles head and I who
did not Wish to gain them had all tho
better of the argument with one who was
already dazzled by theprospect

He seated himself lit my suggestion but
fidgeted uneasily with tho papers on the
table What Is his business In Newcas-
tle

¬

he nsked abruptly
What Is Ids usual business in the Inter-

vals
¬

of marching I answered with a
careless shrug The miller of Newcastle
has a daughter

Av has he broke In the captain
smillinlr sliehtlv for the first tlhie for I
kissed her ns we came through this morn
ing

You kissed In good company sir I
laughed the Prlnctt ir 1 mistake not Is
following your eXarripty at flits mofttent
And then 1 scowled nnf Curse his gal-
lantry

¬

1 Hashed aslf the Words slip-
ped

¬

out before I knewi
Again tho other smllcel t beglnlto un ¬

derstand he murmured it is Jealousy
then that brings you here today

Yes though I did not mean to own It
He has robbed mo I tell you the girl
was mine before he came and he took her
from me hy a trick

1 regretted so to take away the charac-
ter

¬

of the milllers daughter but there
seemed no help for It

You shall repay him said the captain
quietly And then J heard him mutter
The tale fits well with what we kiiow of

the Pretender It is just What they Are
saying all through England flutter a wo-
mans

¬

gown before bis eyes and therell
bo no army heeded to take him In a trap

The taunt stung me but I checked my
impulse to defend the Prince Sir I an ¬

swered we will prove within the hour
that ho has fallowed once t03 ortfeh his
passion for the sex

The captairr got to his feet again and I
couldsee th t he waa counting over the
tale of thosi thirty thousand guineas

Your visit Is well timed sir dome will
you ride with mo to the millers and help
to make the capture sUre

You could not do well without me I
answered coolly since there are by ways
from the house that you know nothing of
Besides I aim at vengeance and that will
not be satisfied unless 1 sec him taken

True 1 only aim at honor and revenge
Is a more potent spur they say

You only aim at honor sir there is no
price upon tho Princes head 1 put in
with an Irony that was not over sare

He only glanced at me however as If
he found unsuspected depths in one whom
Ho hod rated lightly Will a score of
men make It safe he asked

They will not Tho Princes guard fif-
ty

¬

strong lie hidden as I told you two
miles from Newcastle They have orders
to my positive knowledge to creep nearer
in toward nightfall and it may well be
that we stumble on them either at tho
mill or after we havp- - captured him

How far away Is trie main body of thearmy said he after a long pause
They He at Leek tonight I murmur-

ed
¬

disliking more iSao I had thought
possible the need jta4lance from the
truth ttfttfc

At Leek Our aefrjQDs told us Congle-
ton

¬

fie glanced sBarnly at me
Mr Weir would Ugulftless have brought

you tldilngs of ouohttnge of plan had
we not discourteously prevented him I
answered dryly llHoHr many men have
you at command tv3Two hundred

AH mounted j--

v
Then bring therhilifi I went on I

tell you there shaHtyjt no miscarriage in
this matter If Wfitake too few and
meet the Princes guard and lose film
Ill your pardon sir I had In mind to
threaten you and mat would mean death
would It not seeing What our positions
are 5

Your good faith Assure enough at any
rate and that is air I care about he
said Besides sir dye think Im one
whit less eager thark yourself But take
all my men I cannot for Sir Peter Tal-
bot

¬

is a prisoner worth the keeping
But Sir Peter Is bound I take it

And surely two armed troopers can see
to one mans safety Look you sir
theyre devils to light these fifty High-
landers

¬

of the Princes and we shall need
all our force

I had struck a true note there and by
his face I niw thnt he shared that dread
of the Highlanders which more than onco
had palsied the good folk of England

You are right he said I will take
them all but two

My credit was established once for all
and the captain In his keenness to se-
cure

¬

tho royal captive detected no trace
of my anxiety that Sir Peter should be
left with a guard so slender and as I
followed him out Into the garden I
smiled to think that four of our own
picked troops were already lying in am ¬

bush near at hand waiting only until
they heard the Kings dragoons ride off
into the- night

The officer called to his trumpeter the
le call rang echoing up the

hills and soon we were galloping hard
toward the village A half mile from tho
millers we called a halt and made for ¬

ward cautiously and as I rode at the
left hand of the captain I saw that he
was vastly restless

We are all but thereI muttered Willyou let me take the conduct of this mat-
ter

¬

sir I know every loophole of es-
cape

¬

for I studied them well before Ileft tho Prince here earlier In the day
Ay you shall havo the conduct of It

and remember that we play for no light
stakes Dead or alive the warrant ran
If you recall

Dead or alive I answered and knew
that Archie MacGregor was willing to
share with me that grim alternative

Grace of our Lady how that scene
comes back to me The dry road with
the north wind fleeting down It the frost-
ed

¬
hedgerows the round bright moon

and the little stars that hung like lan-
terns

¬
from the blue black of the sky

And here was I with 200 troopers of theUsurper behind me leading them Into as
fair a trap as ever moon or stars or
frosted landscape looked upon

Yonder Is the mill I said pointing
to a star of light that flickered out on theroadway Give me half the men sir
and I will guard the lane that goes along
tho garden wall do you make attack upon
the front and one way or the other we
will have him safe The Highlanders I
warrant are nowhere within pistol

Tho captain seeing how clearly I hadplanned it out consented nnd I took my
men some scoro yards down the road to
where the lane came Into It and edged
my horse so well across the narrow way
that those behind me could see nothing
of what chanced in that direction

Son There Is a saddled horse just
tho bend I whispered and It was the
truth I spoke I hear It champing at the
bit and it is 10 to 1 that wc on this sldo
of the house will get the credit of tho
capture

The men began to rock their pistols
but I was rough wth them

Ye fools dye want to spoil It all I
snapped Put up your pistols for hes
more use to us allvfe than dead

The men obeyed me-- without protest
and a moment later I heard the captain
knocking loudly at the mill door The
angle of the liouge fprbade my seeing
anything that passed but each word came
crisp and clear enough through the
frost sharpened air

Open in the Klng3 name sounded
the captains voice

There was no answorand a sudden mis
giving seized me Archie was to have
watched against our coming and to have
IihcI all In readiness Why did he delay

Open I say It Is One two three
and the door cornea down if theres no
answer

Still nil was quiet wiuiln the mill and I
grew feverish I recalled how Archie had
talked of dealing saft with tho millers
bonnle daughter Was he even now
throwing all away for the sake of dalli-
ance

¬

One said the captain grimly two
three

And then I heard a casement flung back
so sharply that the glass fell down In
fragments and Archies voice came
round the corner of tho mill

What would you disturbing the peace
of honest townsfolk he cried

We want 0110 Charlie Stuart rebel and
Pretender answered the captain To
be brief sir we want you for may I rot
if you are any other than the Pretender
Come down to us or we lire upon the
Instant

Sirs I I am not the Prince what
would you with me quavered Archlo
MacGregor

I had never reckoned Archie at his
proper worth Ho hpoke plain truth when
he denied his royalty yet his denial was
so clumsy and so frightened that you
could not have found a man In England
to think It less than false

lime presses and well waste none of
It in foolery If It please you roared the
captain Quick Will you come or shall
we fire

Archies voice changed upon the sud

den and I knew that the frolic had be-
gun

¬

in earnest Fire yo havering loons
he cried Hae ye no heard theres neith¬

er sword nor pistol can touch Charlie
Stuart

Fire cried tho captain nnd I could
hear that anger was putting all his judg
menCat faulfi

TherO was tho roar of firearms a
further shattering of glass nhd down tho
wind a blue white haze of smoko trailed
lightly This did not trouble me for
Archlo MacGregor was1 not the man to
draw an enemys flro befote he was ready
to escape it I edged my horse more
squarely across the narrow lane top and
pointed toward tho mill

Havn they shot hlml cried Go to
the bond some of you and see If help Is
needed at the front while the rest of us
keep watch upon tho lane here

Accustomed to obey without using their
wits over much they turned their eyes
awny from the lano nnd some of them
rode slowly toward the mill But I for
my part looked down into the millers
garden and saw a figure in plaid and
Highland bonnet steal shadowy between
the bbx shrubs and tho orchard trees To
my surprise another figure followed and
as 1 live daft Archie halted at the very
edge of peril to put an arm about the
millers daughter and to stoop his lips to
hers Not five yards from his at the
turning of the lane I could hear his horse
neigh fretfully and when he showed not
content wun tno one kiss emoracc out
tarried for a dozen at the least 1 cursed
him tty every dulcet oath I had acquired
in camp and field

My men had seennothing as yet for I
blocked their view and they were trust-
ing

¬

altogether to my eyes but from the
mill there camo a shouting and a tramp
of feet arta I knew that our gamo was
up if Archlo lost a single moment more
Tho half or that moment priceless as It
was he wasted on the millers daughter
anil then he leaped tho hedge and I drew
breath again

It was a nice opportunity for judgment
this If I led my trooperd forward too
soon Archie would havo hut an lndlfTer
ent start ol us If too late pursuit would
bt out of question and Prindo Charlie
would never see those ten score soldiers
I had promised him As I halted know
jqgjhat MacGregor must bo In tho saddlo
and away yet wishful to socure him a
better advantage the captain and a score
or so of his fellows came running out
Into the garden and so decided me

Ho has got the better of us I cried
turning to my troopers In with your
spurs men and well catch him If we
have to follow till tho dawn comes up

I started forward at the gallop they
followed and 1 heurd another
band of men come thundering after us
and knew as I had guessed it would be
that the captain was not minded to foregonII credit In this enterprise And as
Wis rode 1 thanked His Majesty of Hano-Vi- -r

for- - laying those thirty thousand
pounds upon the Princes head since
withoutsuch lucre- - I think the captain
would have led one half of his men back
to Sir Peter Talbots and have left me to
secure Prince Charlies person

The lanelcd us shortly into the main
road to Congleton and two furlongs off
at furthest wc vsaw MacGregor galloping
like the wind My faith It was pretty
and though Isojr It we played this gamo
as well as need be Our horses Archies
and mine were less heavy in the build
and less weighted down with accoutre-
ments

¬

than our enemies we could either
of us have distanced them outright within
a mile had it been our interest But it
was not our Interest each time that the
pursuit seemed like to lose its Interest
MacGregor slackened and I spurred for¬

ward with a shout and there was not one
man among the troopers who thought of
anything except tho fever of the chase

Ah me to live those few wild minutes
once again The two of us again ten
score and wo the masters of them if we
could but keep their zest at fever point
The moonlit meadowlands of Staffordshire
swirled past Us down the wind through
Hanley village Bursem Tunston we dug
the rowel3 In and roused the heavy-sleepin-g

rustics from their bed On till we
gained the Cheshire flats and the sparks
flew up from off the frost bound road like
fire fromstrlckerf Smithy Iron

We shall lose- - him he will gain his
army the captain panted riding to my
left

We head for Congleton and his army
sleeps at Leek I laughed See see He
falls We have him

I lifted myself in the stirrups and yelled
till I was hoarse MacGregor bided till
we were all but on him and a pistol bul-
let

¬

whispered In his ear In parsing then
he plucked at the curb again and again
tho stormy chaso began

But two miles now a mile and Archies
marc was swaying like a drunkard as she
went

I gathered the reins more tightly I
glanced at the captain and the ten score
men behind us And then I drove my
spurs in with a will and shouting Fol-
low

¬

follow I gained on them stride
over stride until Z was level with Mac
Gregors staggering mare

Another half mile If sho dies for It I
panted and snatched the bugle that was
swaying at my back and set my lips to It

Clear as a bell and loud as a thunder ¬

clap amid the night the call to le

rang down the dizzy wind And
those behind saw how the matter lay at
last and Archie and I were galloping un
der a bullet hali toward the roughly-wakene- d

camp
Shes done gasped Archie suddenly

V
An Eye to Business
From the Chicago Tribune

Mrs Brown Will this bottle hold a quarters
worth of hair tonic

Druggist Oh yea Sire Drown I can make it
hold 50 cents worth if you say so

Good Evidence
From the London Fun

Nervous Lady Passenger to deck hand Have
you eter Men any worse weather than this Uls-

ter
¬

Sailor
Deck Hand Take a word from an old salt

mum the weathers never very bad while theres
any females on deck a makin henquiries about it

Wasted
-- From Judse

Clubbcrb I wanted to play a trick on Fid
dleback and gave him one of the worst cigars I
ever smoked

Castleton Did you succeed
Clubbcrly No He had bmoked your cigars be¬

fore

So Sweet of Her
From the London Punch

Mrs Chatterleisli Fancy dear at the tfroyiu
last nigh they were all saving how glad tlier
were to hear that jou were at last encased Of
course I didnt believe the report dear and said
I wondered anyone could be so stupid as to
imagine anything w alisurdl

Another Mouth to Feed
From the Detroit Free Press

Ise Just got ter have mo wages missy
Hut Matilda we are paying you 13 a month

ise aware ob dat missy but lsc gwine ter
be married

IlonKli on it Thespian Star
From the Slasgow Kvciiing Times

Manager to new actor Your performance
of Hamlet is the very worst Ive ever seen If

there had been any money in the hou ie I should

have been Imund in honor to return it at the
doors As it is several friends have sent in and
peremptorily demanded that their nmes should

be removed from the free list

In IlnKclmll IMiruse
From the Denver Times

Xlommer said the languid young lady who

reclined on the parlor sofa do you thinkit is
wrong for a girl to throw hcreU at a man

Mummer replied Not if he is a good catch
dear

llsis I niiKTH Somewhere
From the Philadelphia liecord

Xcll Its ridiculous for her to behave in that
uppish fashion to me Why she lia3nt cut her
wisdom teeth yet

llelle Perhaps not hut the fact remains that
blic has cut you

In 11 Inw School
From the Richmond Dispatch

Professor What is generally understood by the
phrase an action at law

Student An action at law h generally under-

stood

¬

to mean a condition precedent to positie
inaction

Uncle IlnHtiiH Ideal
From the Chicago Trlhune

So you still long for the good old days down

South do jou Uncle Itaotust
Yes sah Life was one grand sweet later in

dem ole dajs

The Heal Krniids
rrom the Chicago News

Mrs Stulib John I sec something about the
pension frauds Can you explain what they

ir Stubb No Maria but I can give you the
cards of a few shyster attorneys They are the
real pension frauds

and slipped from the good marea back
and clutched at my stirrup

And so we came lhto camp Tho High-
landers

¬

roused by my bugle call nnd by
the musketry were up and running for¬

ward With barpd bladesj and only in tho
nick of time t Jerked the password out
and panted Foes behind nnd turned my
over ridden beast to meet the enemy

We took them to a man Their head ¬

long pace had driven them almost on to
tho claymores of the Highlanders nnd
when they sought to turn their horses
spent with the long ride refused to move
a footpace further

No slaughter make them prisoners a
voice rang out

It was the Princes voice and
when the dragoons had been escorted

with much laughter of tho bagpipes Into
camp His Highness came to where Mac-
Gregor

¬

and myself were--standin- g stand-
ing

¬

and watching the sweat run off In
rivers from each others faces

That was a hazardous venture Mr
Anstruther ho said

Ive known but one equal to It for jol ¬

lity yoUt Highness 1 answered still
panting in my speech and that was
when 1 kept the stair against the men of
Klrtlebrae But Captain MacGregor here
should havo a full half of the credit

Nae nae muttered Archie I did
but kiss the millers daughter a time or
two

The Prince Was evelne tho naif of us
very kindly The dell fatSyrrf both of
you I fancy sad he smiling 3rAnsruther what request havo you to
mako Any you Wish so long as it be
great enough

To go with you to London sire and set
you on the throne I answered

But the Prince turned aside and I
thought the tear Were in his eyes as I
spoke of London and the crown And
well they might But that does not con-
cern

¬

theso lightly written memoirs for we
had not then begun the drear retreat from
Derby

1 have been gnrrulOUs 1 faith I crave
your pardon But that Moonlit ride to
Congreton has stirred my rulse all afresh
and they say the pen should keep such
memoirs of the sword alive Hallewell
Sutliffe in Cassells Magazine

TBICKS OF DESERTERS

Devices of Ilrltlnh Soldiers Who Tire
of Army Life

To desert frbm either the army or the
navy Is not the easiest thing- in the world
and even when accomplished the culprit
lives In daily fear of being recaptured and
sentenced to a heavy term of Imprison-
ment

¬

Therefore the devices employed
by some deserters are as Ingenious as
they are exciting although they cannot
be said to bo always crowned with suc ¬

cess For sheer audacity the case of an
Irish soldier who deserted In a south
coast town some years ago would bo hard
to beat Just at that time a number of
desertion had occurred In tho neighbor-
hood

¬

and the authorities weretherefore
unusually sharp to prevent further of¬

fences of this nature But the man la
question was dissatisfied with soldiering
and having a number of friends In the
town who were disposed to help him and
being possessed of an unusually largo mo-
dicum

¬

of pluck resolved to delay his re-

turn
¬

to civil life no longer
One morning early ho slipped out of

barracks and made his way to a friends
house without being seen Arriving there
he shaved off his mustache and donning
a policemans uniform boldly promenad-
ed

¬

the main streets of the town He was
of course missed In barracks and knew
that the surrounding country was being
scoured in the hopes of finding him On
one occasion his sergeant came up to him
and asked him If he had seen or heard
anything of the missing man and he of
course replied that he had not but he
would keep his eyes open For more than
a fortnight he preserved his disguise with-
out

¬

it being penetrated even by the police
themselves and he then calmly left the
town when the hue and Cry had subsid-
ed

¬

somewhat Nevertheless his enter-
prise

¬

came to naught for he was arrest-
ed

¬

in trying to work his passage back to
Ireland

Scarcely less audacious was the ruse
employed by another dissatisfied son of
Mars and in this case likewise it prov-
ed

¬

futile He happened to know that a
certain publican In the town was in any-
thing

¬

but affluent circumstances for he
visited the house regularly and from re-
marks

¬

dropped at odd times discovered
that the publican was heavily In debt to
a Scotch spirit merchant One morning
as soon as the publican opened his doors
the soldier arrived after having first dis ¬

guised himself with a beard and wig and
donned civilian attire

With him came a friend who agreed to
act as a representative of the law and
he promptly told the astonished publican
that he had orders to leave a man in pos-
session

¬

unless the sum owing to the
Scotch spirit merchant was paid to him
there and then The publican of course
could not pay so the deserter was quar-
tered

¬

upon him and lived in his house and
at his expense for more than a week be-

fore
¬

the deceptloa was discovered Per-
haps

¬

the most successful deserter for a
time was William Conrad Through one

CURRENT HUMOR
A Had Ilrenlc

From the Indianapolis Sun
Whats the matter with Rod and Miss Cul ¬

pepper
Theyre mad I believe You know Rod is a

hunting enthusiast and he got in a dreamy mood
the other night and asked Miss Culpepper if she
used smokcle3 powder

A Scheme
From the Ohio State JournaL

Swiggcrs That man Kllltime is a shrewd fel ¬

low
Swaggers Why
Swiggers He gave a lawn mowing party yes ¬

terday and had the guests cut all the grass

Costs Too Jlncli for Most People
From Judge

Crawford How do you figure that the Exposi-
tion

¬

at Hullalo is better than the one they bad
at Paris

Crahshaw It doesnt cost so much to get there

Chloroform Her
From the New York Herald

When you start for the country dont leave
your cat to starve to death or drive your

to distraction

Some Difference
From the London Punch

Thirty Did he say he knew me when I was
a girl

Sweet Twenty Oh no ne said he remembers
you when he was a boy

Cooler Than Kcrnienc
From the Chicago News

They say Joe Dohbs is dreadfully penurious
Penurious He tells me that he read hii

evening paper now by bottleful of lightning
bugs

JnnuH Faced Symptoms
From the Chicago Record Herald

Harry is so alcnt mindcd He wrnt up to
lire for a psrtv once and went to bed instead

ilml that loois to me like a fine case of
presence of mind

Wis do in In the West
From the Atchison Globe

An Atchison woman counts her spoons before
she permits her guests to leave the table

Weather Predictions
From the Pittsburg Chronicle Telegraph

It looks as though rain were coming up
said Mr Bellcfleld early this morning scanning
tho sVy

Oh never mind addedliis wife It will
come down by and by

The Modern Duel
From the Sketch

Small Man Yes sir hes a contemptible
seoundrel and I told him so

Iiig Man Did he knock you dawn
Small Man No I told him cr through the

telephone

Annlytlcal Iiiiiihiiicnt
From the Indianapolis Press

The worst boy in school lad played hookey

the teacher had given him twenty lashes with a
hickory gad and sent him to stand in the cor ¬

ner
ThK children the teacher said is an

object lesson in what some scientists call absent
treatment

Information
From the Chicago Tribune

Mrs Fcrguon George how do they read a
man out of the party

Mr Ferguson Well I suppose they put his
name in the index expurgalorius and then let
tilings take their course

of his comrades he heard of ft man whos
son had gone to Australia gold mining
nnd had apparently disappeared forjioth
ing more had been heard of him though
tho parent still believed he would see him
again Conrad therefore hit Uport the in ¬

genious idea of leaving tho armx by
stealth and going to tho man informing
him that ho was the missing son As his
knowledge of Australia was considerable
he lost no time In putting his plan Into
execution and the parent believing in
him despite the supposed alteration In his
appearance provided him with a homo
and money galore a commodity he con ¬

fessed he lacked But unfortunately for
him nt the end of eighteen months tho
real son turned up and what followed onn
better lie imagined than described Tho
Regiment

- ENZJimr IK MEXICO

A LVndlnj Jonrnnl llcprecnten Slurs
Uttered ARnint American

Tho Tlempe has the temper ofa scor
plon Sufficient that a Yankee Senator
arrives her and is treated with courte¬

sy by the Chamber of Deputies for our
ancient and ultra clerical contemporary to
see visions of tho absorption of Mexico
and tho downfall Of LatlnAmerica All
this Is very tiresome and besides it
should be wounding to tho pride of self
respecting Mexicans There Is a class Of
papors here which sees evorythlhg

American through distorted glasses
One would thlnte that the people and press
of ths United States had but one Idea
ono subject for dally thought and night¬

ly meditation and that the destruction of
Mexican nationality It is a ridiculous
and unpleaslng attitude and evinces a
jealous provincial and contemptible
frame of mind Sensible people here and
journals which look out on the world with
clear and impartial vision arc not afflict ¬

ed with Yankecphobia
They see prominent Mexicans going to

the United States and being received with
proper courtesies an example of recent
date is ex Minlstcr Baranda who though
out of office has in his travels in the
Unittd States been treated with distin ¬

guished consideration Mexican surgeons
of fame great Mexican prelates even
young artists have been warmly welcom ¬

ed In the best circles of American society
At Buffalo the Mexican military contin-
gent

¬

has been most cordially received and
the press has accorded it merited praise
Everywhere amony tho educated and uppe-

r-class people of the United States the
citizens of this country are regarded with
favor

One grows tired of seeing in the reac¬

tionary press of this city continual allu--
sions to Yankee barbarians insolent
Yankees etc-- The American papers do
not so refer to Mexicans

To our thinking this continual abuse
of Americans shows weakness provincial
jealousy and an entire lack of national
self respect Perhaps however this use
of low and insulting epithets Is for tho
edification of the chronic mossbacks the
more Ignorant sort of untraveled and
half educated people who everywhere in
all lands demand that their prejudices be
consulted and their hatred of culture and
pnltcrhtnment nourished

Looking about in this city we see that
Americans are popular as employers
that ambitious young men seek to asso-
ciate

¬
themselves with them In business

and that American ways fashiatui etc
ara imitated This means a good deal
more than the pin pricklnga of tho
medieval and radical press The in-

solent
¬

Yankee Is law abiding pay3
his taxes respects the Government of
the country rejoices in the evidences of
national prosperity and when occasion
demands defends Mexico against un¬

just criticism
If the newspapers of the United

States occupied their space with petty
miserable and unjust attacks on the
Mexican people we should fear that
intellectual degeneracy had begun to
afflict Americans We had hoped to seo
a gradual dying out of this persistent
abuse of Americans but provincial
prejudice envy and rancor thrive and
are industriously cultivated by news-
paper

¬

writers whose minds are capable
of being placed by dozens on the point
of a needle

Wc should bo ashamed to retaliate in
kind we have the stneerest desire to sea
Mexico take her rightful place among tho
great busy and advancing nations of the
earth Every triumph material intellect ¬

ual or otherwise of her sons we rejoice
In That her national credit has been re-
stored

¬
by wise statssmanship gives us

pleasure and when we look about at the
evidences of Mexican progress we feel
that the majority of the Mexican people
are not lingering In tha ruts of an impos ¬

sible fanaticism or reposing in the lugu-
brious

¬

caves where the bats and obscene
birds of bigotry and reaction find their
congenial home That Mexican states-
men

¬

with all the inertia of the inheritors
of colonial ideas to combat have accom ¬

plished such marvels fills us with aston-
ishment

¬

To have overcome this apathy
and sucerawfaUy to have carried forward
vast plans for modernizing the country in
the face of a belated bigotry Is indeed a
wonderful triumph This Is a great coun-
try

¬

and it Is advancing daily despite all
the protests of the reactionaries Mexi-
can

¬

Herald

Swindled at the Dinner Table
From the Chicago News

Little Tommy Mamma that was good beef wa
had for dinner Where did you get it

Mamma That wasnt beef my son It wai
roast sort

Little Tommy Then why didnt you iell tn
before You know I dont like pork

Reasonable Objections All Aronnd
From tbe London Fun

Cousin Tom So you are not going to marry
him

Kleanor Xo
Cousin Tom Why not
Kleanor Well papa objects to hU fortune

mamma objects to his family and I object to
his character and besides that he has not asked
me yet

A Movlnpr Tale
From the Philadelphia Press

When I first settled here said the Kansas
man my nearest neighbor was twenty five miles
away but cow hes just across the road

The way you put it remarked the East-
erner

¬

that doesnt show anything That raay
mean

It shows my friend that cyclones arc mighty
powerful thats alL

In d FlourlsbiiiK Condition
From the Chicago Tribune

Old Fashioned Pastoi-- You observe no falling
off In spirituality in your congregation I hope

Popular Young Clergyman I think our congre¬
gation has never been as active in church work
as now The ladies ice cream socials are ex-

cellently
¬

attended and our last rummage sale
realized nearly 375 for the organ fund

Suburban AVelRhtd
From the Boston Globe

What are you carrying those brick3 and old
cans for

Man From the Suburbs Well I didnt happen
to have any bundles tonight but I never allow
myself to get out of trainingi

A Wine Patient
From the Atlanta Constitution

One of these healers who was in Georgia
some time ago was approached by a man with
the rheumatism and a gold lieaded cane

Drop the cane said the healer and depart
in peace

Never exclaimed the man That cane coit
me 12

The TonrlitH Eicne
From the Ohio State Journal

What did Touriste go to Italy for
To sec the sun set

Some Distinction in That
From the Detroit Free Press

She Dont let my refusal of your proposal
embitter you Mr Simpkins

He Oh no after all it is something to have
even been rejected by a girl who owns a 6C dog

A Fnmillnr Hluxtrntlon
From the Pittsburg Bulletin

Papa what is a king
A king my cbikl is a person whose authority

H practically unlimited whose word is law and
whom everybody roust obey

lapj is mamma a king

For SliinliiK
From the Detroit Free Press

Mr Jacksing Ye see dat pomperous le6kin
genlemun cross de Btrect Dat am Cuhnell
Snowball de riches genlemun in DahkriUe

Mr Johnsing Shohl you dont say I Whan d he
git dat money

Mr Jaeksing Manufacturing faee powdah san

An confidentially to tell de hones troof I
inpec dat de hull proposition of dat powdah am

nuthin moh dan powdahed chahcoal sah


