.

S

g -

LT

-y

e e

—ware

.

———————e e e I - —a—

Raftsman's Journal.

CLEARFIELD, PA.. MARCH 22, 1865.

“THE DEMOCRATIO CASTLE.”
Wis it to Resist the Draft ?

The fact that an organization called “‘the
Demoeratie Castle,”” pumbering in its sub-
divisions over a thousand members, existed
throughout Clearfield eounty. though for a
long time denied, has recently been estab-
lished by evidence so conclusive, that even
the Clearfield Republican is compelled to
acknowledge it. Itisalleged, however, that
it was a perfeetly legitimate and lawful as-
sociation, having no other object than to
promote the suceess of the Democratic par-
ty, by fair and proper means. Itis said
that “‘its only obligation was g pledge of
honor o vote the Democratic ticket. or not
to vote at all; nothing more '’ If this be
true, certainly there was nothing objection-
able in the organization, however remarka-
ble the change of opinion in those who, a
few years ago, conld not find langnage strong
enough to denounce secret political societies.
But is this true? Had this organization no
“oath,”" and no other object? Let us in-
quire.

The necessity of a seeret society to farther
the sunceess of the Demoeratie party ina
county like this, where it is, and always has
been, so largely in the ascendant, may rea-
sonably be doubted. It is. moreover, ex-
ceedingly improbable that men who have
heretofore so strongly eondemned such or-
ganizations, would adopt them in the face
of all their past denunciations merely as a
campaign project, unless there was =ome
more important ulterior design.  May it not
be possible, then, that the real purpose of
“The Demoeratic Castle”” was to reduce to
practice the advice of Messrs. Bigler and
Wallace at the 13th of August meeting. not
to furnish any more men or money o prose-
cute the war, or, in other words, to resist
the draft and the officers who should be sent
to execute it ?

That this was the real ohject, is, we think,
clearly established by the testimony elicited
during the recent investization before the
Military Commission at Harrisburg, The
witnesses were from different parts of the
eounty, examined at various times and pla-
ces, unacquainted with each other, in ignor-
ance of what any ome else stated, and, of
course, testifying more or less reluctantly.
Yet they all agreed in declaring that the
members of the organization were sworn,
and that its object was to resist the draft!
Some of the evidence has already been pub-
lished, and part of® it isin our possession to
be published in the future. 1t is conclusive
and irresistable.

When or by whem ““The Demoeratic Cas-
tle'” was introduced into Clearficld eolinty,
we are not informued.  Neither do we know
whether it existed elsewhere in the same
form that it did here, or whether, like Mi-
cerva from the brain of Jupiter. it sprung
fully matured from the erania of “‘certain
distinguished Democratic leaders in this
town.'" The first we learn of it is in Knox
township, just after the Bigler-Wallace
meeting in Augast, and Gainor . Bloom,
Esq., is the witness. Ilis statement i« fall,
clear and distinet. He suys he was initia-
ted in Knox township, at Turkey-Hill
School-honse—that A. L. Hickock was Pres-
ident—that Tom Adaws the notorious de-
serter, who since killed the soldier aud got
killed, was present—that he was sworn—
that the name of the association was ““The
Demoeratic (astle’ —that the “oath’ bound
them to keep secret everything econneeted
with the order, and to stand by each other
and “‘resist’ every attempton the partof the
authorities to enforce the draft—that they
were furnished with signs and pass-words—
that they were bound to have fire-anus to
rescue members from the custody of Mar-
shals jf arrested—that there were marks to
be placed on houses to distinguish the prop-
erty of Democrats and Republicans—that
the members did keep on hand the arms
and ammunition—and that the head of the
organization was in Clearfield town. He
stated, moreover, that he was President of
the ‘‘Castle’” in his own.township—that
Frank M’'Bride was Secretary—that M’-
Bride was the delegate to the “Division
Castle’’ at Clearfield town—that he, Bloom,
organized a ‘“Castle” in Brady township of
which Samuel Miles was President —and he
gave the signs and pass-words which show
it to be the same orgunization of which all
the other witnesses speak.* If this state-
ment is true the question is settled. But
its credibility is denied by the Clearfield Re-
publican, which avers that it was extorted,
and that “‘Mr. Bloom most positively de-
nies and disclaims the major partof it.”” It
becomes important, therefore, to Iquire,

* The proceedings in the ease of Gainor I,
Bloom will a B:a.r next week, in which his
statement -ﬂf published at length.

how much, if any of it, is to be believed.
To ascertain how far it is worthy of cre-
dence, it is necessary to know under what
circumstances it was made. When Bloom
was arrested he was first taken before Capt.
Kerr at Curwensville. He there made a
statement substantially the same as that
which he swore to at Philipsburg, two days
later. Lieut. Rawlins, a gentleman of un-
impeachable veracity, who reduced his state-
ment to writing, testifies in regard to it, as
follows: “When Bloom came before me to
make his statement, he said it was of his
own free will and accord.. I reduced it to
writing, and he signed and swore to it be-
fore me. I told him when I was taking
down his words that I did not want him to
tell anythiaz but the truth, and what he
could eonscientiously stand up and swear to
before the men he accused.  Hereplied “that
he knew what he was doing as he was aJus-
tice of the Peace.”™ Major Goebel stated
that when Bloom was brought to his office.
he took his promise to report, and permit-
ted him to go and stay at the hotel—and that
the statement was made the next day, with-
out threats or inducements of aay kind, of
Bloom's own free will and accord. It is
difficult to coneceive that a man under such
circumstanees, should deliberately swear to
a tissue of falfchonds. make himself amena-
ble to a prosecution for perjury, and involve
no less than seventeen of his innocent fellow
citizens and neizhbors, by name, 1n an ae-
cusation of conspiracy to resist the draft. It
is still wore difficalt to believe that Gainor
P. Bloom would be able, in so brief a period,
to devise and plan a eomplicated organiza-
tion, with signs, pass-words, and symbels,
giving every particalar of time and place,
the number of wmeetings, the name of offi-
cers, and detailing the praetical working of
the system. If he did, ®e is possessed of an
amount of ingenuity
which neither he, nor any member ol his
family, has ever received eredit.  The inter
nal evidenee of the tuth of his statement,
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is alone conclusive.
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If any doubt ol its eredibili
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a very slight examination of the extrinsic
evidence would forever setit at yest, It
will be observed that Bloom says he organ-
ized a *'Castle” in Brady towaship, of which
Samuel Miles was Somie fime
after Bloom was sent to Forr Mifflin, this

Miles was arrested in Bransh Valley.
(lentre where he

When he was brought to Philipsburg, he

! ,l't_f:'-il L'—n Kie

Ian

county, had removed.

also désired to make a statement.  lle knew
nothing about what Bloom had sworn, and
made his affidavit of his own volition. He

stated that in Oectober last a secret society
called *“The Democratic Castle,” was form-
ed in Brady township, for t" e purpose of re-
sisting the draft— that he was elected Presi-
dent—that it was organized by Gainer P.
Bloom, that they were sworn to stand by
each other and resist any attempt on the
part of the officers to enforce the drafi—
that they were directed to kéep on hand
fire-arms and ammunition for that purpose—
that some of the nrembers did do so—that
they actually did reseue from the Deputy
Marshal two deserters—that Johu Hano was
one af the deserters rescued by the members
of “*The Demoeratic Castle””—that they had
signs and pass-words—that he, Miles, was a
delegate to the **Division Castle™ at (lear-
field, and that a tax was paid to support it.
Here we have Bloom's statement fully cor-
roborited in every particular.

George Korb, of Brady township, was
examined as a witnesz on the trial of Bloom,
He testified that he belonged to *“The Dem-
ocratic Castle’’'—that the members were
sworn—that Bloom administered ¢} e oath

the signs and pass-words—that they were to
rescoe each other if arrested —that
was President—that the object was to resist
the draflt—and that they actually did rescue
from the Marshal two deserters,

This testimony is sufficient to convince
any man that the sworn statement of
Bloom. which by the adviee of certain disin-
terested (?) parties be subsequently denied,
was true in every particular.  And when we
find the very same organization—with the
same oath, the same pass-words, and the

thirty miles distgnt from the scene of Bloom’s
operations, his subsequent denial could im-
pose upon no man but an idiot.
dence published in another column, shows
that in Graham township the members were
sworn to stick together and help one another
—that the®ociety was called ““The Demo-
cratic Castle’’ —that the drafted men were
to stay at home and not go to the army. &e.
Patrick Curlgy. who was one of the officers.
plead “guilty,”” and admitted that the or-
ganization was for the purpose of resisting
rthe draft. Moreover in pursuance of' their
instructions, the drafted men who were
members, went to the woods armed with
guns and revolvers, and remained there gar-
risoned, until the Presidential electidn when
they returned home to vote.

There is a circumstance connected with
Bloom’'s statement, stronger than the evi-
dence of a regiment of witnesses, that estab-
lishes its truth. 1t is found in the fact that
the hieroglyphics given by him to distin-
guish the property of Democrats from that
of Republicans,were actually found on many
houses in different parts of the county. The
symbols to be placed on a Democratic house
were these, @15+ 10=34. Those for a Re-
publican house these, @ 34-15=19. No
doubt many of our readers will be surpris-

ed to find, when they see these signs, that

to him-—that he instructed the members in |

Miles |

same signs—existing in Graham township, |

The evi- |

their own property has been marked for
destruetion. _

The editor of the Repulblican would have
us helieye that he did not belong to the
“Uastle.” What right. then. has he to con-
tradict the sworn statements of more than a
score of witnesses -who did? Perhaps he
feels authorized te do so, {from what he o-
verheard when the **Division Castle” met
in the building he oceupics.  If so he ought
to have volunteered asa witness in defence
of the men who were tried. DBut, strange
to say. neither the editor of the Repblican,
or any member of the organization,was there
to prove that the “‘Castle’” was merely a po-
litical c¢lub. to forward the interests of the
party by fair and legitimate means. In
none of the cases did the defendants pro-
duce a single witness to prove the association
was the harmless thing the Republican
wonld have us believe. If there was *'no
oath—nothing but a pledge of honor to vote
the Democratiec ticket,”” what was in the
way of the members coming to the relief’ of
their brethren. and laying open before the
Court all that appertained to the organiza-
tion? There are cazes in which absence of
proof, is conclusive evidence of guilt, and
this is one of them.

We have neither time or space to refer to
other evidence in our possession, nor is it
neces=ary. In Bloom's fllll_\'
corroborated as we have seen, ““The Demo-
stands forth unwmasked, in all
A conspiraey to re-

statement,

raic Castle’
its hideous deformity.
sist the draft, to oppose the Government,
and to give aid and comfort to the rebellion,
{ it merits and sbould receive the condemmna-
tion of every good citizen, whether Demo-
crat or Republican.  When those engaged
in it marked the houses of their neighbors,
| they little thonght how indellible was the
brand they were placing upon themselves—

a blistering stain that will cause their remo-
test posterity to rise up and eurse their mem-
ory. 'Tlmt many persons were innocently en-
tived It that
| others belonged to it who kuew t'x:u'[!}' what

: ; 2
into it we have no doubt,

they were doing, we have just as little.
Many dehided men are now suffering in the
stead of those who mast 1'i|"[i§j.' doserve -
tshment, but they may rest assured that the
hour will inevitably arrive when these really
guilty will receive theirfull share of retri-
butive justice.

THE WAR NEWR.

{rom Gen. Sherman

il A st =

A lu'lti.'l'
Grant, dated Fayvetteville March 12th, des-
eribes his army as in good health and spie-

to (ien.

its, having met with no serious opposition
—that at Columbia he destroved immense
arsenals and forty-three caunon, and large
ailroad establishments—at Cheraw he found
much mechinery and war material, including
25 eannon and 3, 500 barrels of powder—at
Fayetteville 20 cannon and much other ma-
terial—and that Hardee keeps in his frout,
at o respectable distance. He also states
that on the 10th, Hampfon got in the rear
of Kilpatrick's headguarters, and surprised
and captured, his staff—but two  officers;
and that Kilpatrick escaped, formed his
men, diove the enemy with great loss, and
recaptured about all he had lost.  Therebels
lost 36 left dead on the field. A reportis al-
so. current  that Sherman had arrived ot
Goldshoro, and was marching on, Raleigh.

Our troops have possession of Kinston,
the rebels having evacuated the place.  In
the recent attack of the rebels on Schoficld’' s

forces under command of Gen. Cox, they
lost very heavily—having left 700 dead on
the field, besides wany wonnded who fell in-
to our hunds.  There was fighting for three
days. on one of which the rebels lost 2,000
in all, Our entire, does not exceed 1, 000,
| Gen. Uox states inan order dated the 11th,
| that Shermnan's army would join him in three
days.

Sheridun reports on the 15th, from the
Bridge of the Richmond and Fredericksharg
raflroad across the South  Anna river, that
havinge destroved the James River eanal as

Virginia Central railroad.of which he totally
destroyed 15 miles, and all the South Anna
| bridges, at one of which he captured their
cannon—3¢) men having charged across the
bridge on foot.

— A, ———— ————

THE FLOOD.

From our exchanges we learn, that the
flood last week pervaded a large extent of
territory, and the destruction of property
was immense. At il City, forty thousand
barrels of oil, and Gty thousand empty bar-
rels floated off—the loss sustained in that
place alone, being estimated at two millions
of dollars, Alialong the westernstreams the
bridges, and railroads were swept away, and
all other property within reach of the water
was destroyed. In the eastern part of the
State the flood was equally destructive.
Clities and towns were inundated, and rail-
roads, houses. fences. bridges, eto.] swept a-
way. The amount of damage sustained is
almost incaleulable, not only in Pennsylva-
nia, but in New York and other States. In
fact, this has been the most destructive flood
that has occurred in this country for a num-
ber of years.

*. 8. We incidentally learn that the boom
4 at Lock Haven has been entirely destroyed.
Also that there was a break in the William-
sport boom, causing a loss of about six mil-
' lions feet of lumber, in logs.
e I T

The amountappropriated for the purchase
of cavalry and artillery horses, is twenty-one
millions of dollars ; and for the purchase of
gunpowder and lead, ten millions and a half
of dollars.

for east as (;I..Il..l(_'h!ﬂtlfi, he marched up the J

{on the 20th of February last.

 THE GLEARPIELD COUNTY CASES
BEFORE THE MILITARY COMMISSION AT
HARRISBURG, PA.
CASE OF SAMUEL LANSBERRY.

Samuel Lansberry was ealled up for trial
The Com-
wission eonsisted of Corn. CaARLES EwiNg
of 4th New Jersey, President ;- CoL. Gro.
Zixx of 57th Penn'a, and Caver. Al .
Harprer of 11th Penn'a, and Carr. H.
L. Joaxsoxn, A. A. ., Judge Advoecate.

pent and distinguished eounsel, and all the

| witnesses they desired were brought at the

expense of the Government.

Mr. Langberry was defended by the Hon,
Jouxn (. KvxgLe of Harrisburg, and W,
P. Jexks, Esq.. of Brookville. The order
convening the Court was fitst read to him,
when he was asked if he had any oujection
to he tried by the Conrt as constituted. He
replied that he had not. He was then ar-
raigned, and plead “not guilty” to the sev-
eral charges and specifications, which are as
follows :

Cuarce I.—Entering into, confederating
and assisting in forming combinations to re-
sist the execution of certain provisions of an

March. 1563, entitled **An Actjfor eurolling
and calling out the National forces,”” and
the several supplements thereto.

Specification 1st. In this: that he, the
said Samuel Lansberry a citizen of Clear-
field county, State of Pennosylvania, did
unite, confederate and combive with Jacob
Wilkelin and Patrick Curley and many oth-
er disloyal persons, whose names are un-
known, at or near the county of Clearfield,
State of Pennsylvania, to resist the drait
and prevent persons who had been drafted
ander the provisions of the =aid Aet of Con-
Zress, :1111-1‘1-\‘::{[ March 2d, 1863, and the
several supplements thereto, from entering
the military service of the United States,
and the said Samuel Lansberry did resist
and evade and eounsel and advise others to
résist and evade the execution of certain
provisions of the said Aet of Congress and
the several supplements thereto, Al this
in or near the county of Clenrhield, State of
Pernsylvania, on or about the 10th day of
October 1864, aud at divers times and pla-
ces betore and after said mentioned day,

Specitication 2d.  In this: that he. the
said Samuel Laosbherry a eitizen of Clear-
field county, State of Penwsylvania, did u-
nite, confederate and combine with Jacob
Witheln and Patrick Curley and many oth-
er disloyal persons whose pames aie un-
known, and form or unite with a society or
orgunization, eommonly known and called by
the name ot the “*Democratic Castle,”” the
object of which society or organization was
and is to resist the exeontion of the draft,
and prevemnt persons who have been drafved
under the provisions of the said Act of Con-
gress, approved Mareh 2d, 1563, and the
several supplements thereto, from entering
the military service of the Unitad States
This done in or near Clearfield county. State
of Pennsyvlvania, on orahout the 10th day
of Oetober 1864, and at divers times and
places before and after said mentioned day.

Cuanae [L.—The commission of ucts of
disloyulty against the Government of the
United States, and uttering disloyal senti-
ments and opinions. with the objeet of de-
faating and weskening the power of the
Government in its efforts to suppress the
untawful rebellion now existing in the Uni-
ted States.

Npeeification. In this: that he, the said
Samud?! Lansherry a citizen of Cleartield
county, State of Pennsvlvania, did by words,
in subistanee, threaten and declare that he
wonld resist hy foree uil the officers and oth-
ers in aid of the Government of the United
States, coneerned’in enforsing the laws of

any and all persons subject to military duty
under the laws thereof, and counseled and
advised others to resist by force all officers
and others in aid of the Government of the
United States, and of' persons drafted into
This done at or near Clearficld eounty, State
of Pennsvivania. on or about the 10th day
of Qctoher. 1564, and ar divers times and
places before and after said wentioned day.

The sections of the Act of Congress, of
which these speeifications eonstitute a viola-
tion provide, as follows:

“If any person shall resist any deaft of
men enrolled under this act, or shall coun-
=2l or aid any person to resist snch drafr, or
shall counsel any dentted men not to appear
at the place of rendezvous, or wilfully dis-
snade them from the performence of milita-
rv duty, &e., he shall be punished by a fine
not exeseding $500, and imprisonment not
exceeding two years.  Again, any person
who shall foreibly resist any enrollment, or
shall ineite. eonnsel, encourage, or shall eon-
spire or eonfederate with any other persons
to resist or oppose such enrvollment, or shall
assanit, obstruet, hinder; impede or threat-
en any officer or other person employed in
the performanece or in aiding in the perform-
anee of any serviee in any way relating
thereto, or in arresting or aiding to arrest
any spy or deserter, shall be punished by
a fine not exceeding £5.000, and imprison-
ment not exceeding five years.

Before commencing the testimony, it is
proper to explain, that in Military Courts,
all the witnesses are excluded from the room,
and ure called in and examined separately.
Each witness is therefore ignorant of what
has been stated by the others.

The first witness called on the part of the
Government was S. B. Bexsox, Deputv
Provost Marshal, who testified as follows:

1 have been employed for nearly two years
st as Deputy Provost Marshal of the
Nincteenth District. 1 know the prisoner
by sight, He lives in Clearfield couuty,
which is in the Nineteenth District.

Question.—Give the state of feeling a-
mong the people of Clearfield county in re-
gard to the drafe, as it existed last fall.

Answer.—I was sent into Clearfield coun-
ty last fall by Capt. Campbell, Provost Mar-
shal, for the purpose of ascertaining the
state of feeling among the inhabitants, [
traveled through the county in citizen's
clothes,and talked with a great many persons
some of whowm I knew, but most of whom
I did not know. I talked both with these
who were in favor of the war, and those op-
posed to it. I was satisfied there would

dificulty in enforcing the draft, and so re-
ported to Capt. Campbell.

AN®S J @@ & ﬂ]%&f

The persons tried were all defended by ewi- |

Act of Congress approved the 3d day of

the United States for enrolling and drafting |

the military serviee of the United Ntates. |

Wer Blﬂﬂx ¢ a draft for Clearfield county, on
the 31 Qetober last, of 666 men. They
were ordered to report at Brook€ille—about
| 40'or 50 miles from the eentral part of the
{ county. The Board of Enrollment trans-
ferred its Head Quanrters to DBrookville in
order to accommodate these drafted men.
They were to report on the 20th October.
Less than three hundred men reported out
~of the whole muuber drafted.

! exemption. The men who were held to ser-

vice, were allowed a furlough of ten days, |

| at the expiration of which they were to rb-
port at Waterford. A large number of them
never eame back, and have not vet reported.
When the Board left Brookville, we deter-
mined to send detectives into the county to
arrest deserters.  Col. Cyrus Butler and
George Van Viiet, were accordingly sent on
the 258th Oectober, 1864, and on the 31st
October, we received information that Uol
Uyrus Butler had been killed while attempt-
ing to arrest a deserter named L:lus}_m;'r_\'.
Requisition was then made for troops. A
detachment of the 16th Regt. V. R. C. was
s nt up. nambering 200 or 46 men. We
arrested, I think, pearly three hundred men,
We found a grest many deserters from the
army, as well as a large number of delin-
aquents from the Dratt.  In one house nine-
teen men-were arrested. fourteen of whom
were deserters.  After the troops came, the
men began to report.  The sapplementary
draft was made for 184 men, and they near-
Iy all reported.

Jacor Rixenant, sworn.—I know Sam-
ucl Lansberry. 1 was at a meeting, held at
Polk Schiool House, on the evening before
the State election, last fall. There were 20
or 25 men there,  Jaeob Wilthelm was Pres-
ident, Amos Hubler Viee President, and
Patrick Curley Seeretary. Wm. Wilhelm,
llcnr_\‘ Hubler, “(:suki:!il_L:lu‘lwrl‘,\'. Daniel
Curley, Samuel Lansberry, Jolin A. Green,
John MeDowell, Geo. W. Hall, W. 1.
tireen and others were present. Patrick
Curley stated the objeet of the wmeeting.

he wanted none but Democrats in—that any
‘pll‘:lll'l_"l men “’hu wanted 1o I‘I'Imr{ cuuiil dnl
sn, but that those who did not want to do so
could join. There wasan oath administered.
We were sworn to stick together—keep the
secrets—assist one another—and not go to
the army.  Patrick Corley administered the
oath. 1 don't think Samuel Lansberry was
present when I was sworn. [ think Lans-
berry did not eome in until we were all sworn
[ in. I a0 not remember that any save draft-
| ed jmen weré sworn . I am not certain
twho called the meeting,  Samnel Lansberry

l ashged me Lo go. He served a notice on me
[
[
|

that [ was deafted the night of thi= meeting,
after [ was sworn.  He came to my house
on the day of the meeting—I was in the
fparden.  He told me about the wecting and
asked me if | was comivg, 1 todd him I did-
not know, He allowed | had better eome
and join the meeting and wet my draft no-
tice. I told him if he had & notice for me
I would Iike to have it. He allowed [ had
better eotue to the meeting and get it. and
said he wonld give it to me there, . He then
asked we ii" ] was going to the green woods,
[ told him I could not afford it that I had
to work for my living. He replied “we
have plenty to live on.”” I asked him why
he took the notices to serve? He said he
thonght hi¢ eould give us a better chance to
stay at home. We were all in the house
when he served the notices on us.  When
he gave e mine, he laid the others down
on a table, aud told Mr. Wilkeln to read
them off. Lansberry =aid we had better
not report, but all stiek together, T did not
hear hiw advise any others. He said M'-
Kieinan, the Deputy Marshal, had employ-
ed him to serve the notices.

[ attended a meeting at Jaeoh HHubler's
house. [ saw Lansberry there. It was a-
bout two weeks altter the one at the School
house. I believe the same men were pres-
ent. It was also a seceret mecting, There
were probably 25 or 50 there. There were
drafted men in the partv—several of them.
The meecting was nearly -over when 1 got
I there, 1 was taken into a simall room and
| sworn. I was there shown the signs. and
| pass wordz, &e- sworn to stick to the party
1 and not vote for any one outside, to keep

the seciets, &e. It was different. from the
{ oath at the School House. It was called
i the * Demoeratic Castle. I cannot recenl-
 lect whether anything was said about the
' draft. I was only there about half an honr

[ think this meeting was after the
time we were ordered to report. 1 did not
hear Lansberry say anything while I was
there concermng the meeting, L

Question.—Ihd you expect to receive any
as~istanee irom the members of this meet-
ing in the event of vour being arrested?

-Objected to by Defendant sconn=el. Court
cleared, and objection not sustained.

Answer.—Yes siv, Tdid. 1 expected to
get assistunce by usimg the signs. One sign is
to draw the richt hand across the mouth,
and the answer was to draw the left hand
across the forehead. It 1 meet a man who
did not understand the signs [ would know
he did not belong to the parny, and I could
shan him if necessary.

Cross Eramined —1 think Lansberry was
not presenc when Cuarley stated the object of
the meeting. I did not hear Lansbherry say
anything to anybody else when he served
the notices on them. 1 think when he eame
to my house, he had been threshing buck-
wheat at his sons. I think that he said
when he was there, that he had not the no-
tices with him, and would give it to me at
the meeting. My wife eomplained about
me being drafied. Lansberry was not in
the room when [ was sworn at the seeond
mecting. The drafted men who were present
were Henry Hubler, Ellis Evans, James
Lueas, David Crowell, William Wilhelm
Hesekinh Lansberry.* Henry Evans, and
others 1 do not now remember. John J.
Kyler tanght us the signs. 1T do not know
whether Lausbenry knew them or not. IHe
never gave me any of the signs,

Question. —Did not Lansberry insist upon
obedience to the laws of the country.

Answer.—I eould not say he was oheying
the laws when he told me not to report.

I have never witnessed any resistance to
the draft further than I have stated.

Question.—If vou were arrested and met
persons who understood your signs, what
did you expeet them to do?

Answer.—I expected them to have me
reléased.

Question.—In what way ?

Answer.—By the way that wag explained
in the meeting—which, as I understoed it,
wasto take me from the authorities, but not
to kill anybody.

Question by Court.—Sup the party
having you in -custady. refused to release
vou, what then?

or =o.

i

) Most of l!\(we |
| ' who did report, were such a5 were certain of |

He said it was a Democratie miceting, and.

— ————

Answer.—They would take \ -
] as best they t.'l;ﬂ.litsi. takeme from they
L capnot say Lausberry was sw
did not see it done. ) '
Jj'tﬂ_!{ 8. M Kierxay, sworn, —]
at Smith s Mills, Clearfield county. I
was appointed Deputy Provost Marh,|
JI‘.II'}_« 15633 and continued to get n 1}.:1. Y
{mcny until the Ist of November Jag
cnow  the aceused. i
draft notices, for Graham townshiv .. ¢
believe he did serve them judeing froe o -
return he made to me. od b
serve them.

irts ne 1
m, oas |

reside

¢ 1

. a.
sast I
He was to --_-rv_,‘ i
! :
l t’l!l!'it r_‘.'mi i”u;l; .
| _ There was conmderable i
culty N gettng auy one o serve the n,,.:l'_“
I was in Clearficld on Friday or Samnda, . -
ter the draft, in October, and acked g rv .
ber of persons from Graham town,; ‘[
serve the notices, but they all refused iy
uel Lansherry eame to me and aeked o,
the list of drafted men. 1 told hiy | ,‘..,,
not let him see it, unless he woul, :
fo serve the notices,
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1 consene

o
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ble other talk._ but that was the -ul'_..;;,,,m.:‘:.
what T told him. He wanted tn know w) .1.

| Fe would have to do. T« .\;]-:.‘i-t.l-.l

that he must take au outh to do it
Iy, and also explained how the notices wore
to be served. He then asked .
oath. I showed it to him, aud he carcfully
‘read it over. He told me he could take the
oath, and I then administered it 1o hiy, b
{ gave him the notices. T had never -r'1‘l|“l]-||:»
before, to wy knowledge, r

Tar sany ti,_

Grorgr W, }I.—\I.T . SWorn. I know S
i ﬂn"'”‘i" 1 A Se0ret mie '::_‘._.
at the Polk Rehiool-honse. in Grabisim “:_‘

ship, abont the first of October last,  Nan
ut'l Lzumbt—rr_\' notified me of the lln"-.
on the Sunday previons. He cawe to on,
house on that day. He told me Le “L
draft notice for me and Lo come to the i

ing, and he would give it to we.  Ho g,
told me I should not repore.  He tald e
he did not hav: tle e with bin.
served the notice on 1 at the ine '.inz.-
T}IL‘!‘Q wis I'i'llil(_' a erowd ‘1““[_{‘[!‘:_‘ ronnd
when he served the notics on me.  Patricy
Curley stated the obiect of the meetine
He said it was to get the men to stick 10
gether, and that those who did not want 1
report, shounld hvi;\ one another not to
I suppose 20 or 25 men were sworn.  Thes
were a good mapy drafted wmen

He =erved the notices after they wer
r]'!lt' iir-‘l fi!ll" ! !'I’L"'”t‘l" LN

nizht was when he guve me myp notics,

{ ross ;L_.,!'J-.'f!'ir"".‘ 'Il'.‘ 11‘7-! not tell
what kind of a mecting it was tole, [l.
*II'}_\' told me there would be a mecting, §
did not say it was to be a Democratic mes
ingz. My mother said, in the presenc: of
Lansberry, when he told me [ was drafled
that T was too young, iie stopped at o
house to tell father 1o fill up some eraves iy
the burying ground. 1 eould not <uy posi
tively whether he was present when (¢
stated the oljoct of the meeting, nor whetl;
er he was present when the oath was ailuin
istered to anvoune, I did uog hear 1
that he wounld be willing to pay to
tutes.

Witniax W, Hooven,
drafted last October. Samue! Lapsheny
left the notice at wmy father's louse, T was
at the meeting at the Polk Sehool-louss,
Lansberry notified me of it. It wis 1 old
(811 M.ului:l_\‘ before the eleetion in Ovtoher,
25 or 50 present. We were sworn, to stick
together, and help one anothier not 1o 20 the
army. 1 saw Lansberry just after the et
ing was over. He gave the notices to the
drafted men who were there, afier they were
sworn. He told me afterwards, not to re-
port but to come and work for him. and le
would put me in a sabstitute, [ went ani
worked for him. T went to himabout three
weeks after the drafr. I had conversations
witti nig several times ahout reporting,
His advice on each woccas=ion was not Lo 1
port.  Lworked for him upwordsof 3 weoks

I know of a party of nien living in th
woolls ina long” eabin haet £zl Willian
Wilkelm. Hozekinh and Alex. Lounshers,
(sons of the acoused, ) Thowmas Holt, Jobn
Loder and anysell’ composed it We were
all drafted mien. It was about a week after
we got the notices that we went 1w the
woids,  We were ordered to report on the
2ith Qotober, We got our, uotices on the
1oth of October, I think-—the day belore
the election.  We remained in the woods a
hout two weeks, We lived in a shanty
which we constructed onr elve® We ol
provision with us from home. On Wel
ne<day after we went out, Sowmuel Lausher
ry bronght us provisions, in a spring wagou
WeRad our rifles with us. . We went ther
to huut—that's what we bailt the <hanty
for... The time for reporting wes up wien
we 2ol h-‘;lu(‘. None of the party reportasl
It was Lansberry's team that brought the
provisions,

(ross Framinad. —] did not see Lansbor-
ry when thé oath was administéred to we
[ never asked him to get me a zub-itun
I nevor sent him to a weeting to  procuse
one for me. e said he would get me ons
if he could be got for” 8125, The placs
where we were staying in the shanty, was
the ordinary hunting grousd of the peopie
in that country. 1t is enstomary to go there
in the fall to hant. My father and cdbier
citizens were out at the same time, lans
berry hauled provisions forall of us. I wus
with Lansherry from the 7th to the 20th
Sonie persons went home from  the shanty
and then eame back. 1 would have gone
there to hunt, but I canmot speuk for the
athers,

Jous Li Loper, swern. ~-1 live in Brad-
ford town-hip, Clearfield eounty.  Aw als
borer. Eknow Lansherry. 1 was one 03
the party living in the shanty in the woods
All the men were drafted. They said they
went there to hunt. When I went ther?
did not know the others were there. They
were all armed. 1 didn't hear anything
said about avoiding the draft. Tt wu- aid,
that it was a nice place to resist the soldiers
if they eome. We left the woods on the
Saturday before the Presidential Election.
While we were there Alexander Lansberty
heawd that he was exempted from the dralt.
He then left. They told him when he start-
ed that if any fighting was going on 1 ths
the neichborhood they should Jet vs know
Mr. Lansberry hauled us. provisions, With
his wagan and horses. The parties did vot
seem to be much afraid of being arrested.

Cross Examined.—It was castomary W
hunt at that period of the year. The party
had more fire.arms than hunters U-““;“;-‘
take. Each man had a gevolver, anartici
which hunters do not usually esrry.

The prosecution rested.

James R Grasayw Esq.,
witness called for the defence.
as follo ¥s :—I am 53 years old.
ier of the Clearfield County Bank.
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