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FIFTY YEARS AGO

Chat With an Old Time Mistress
of the White House

o

MEMORIES OF WEBSTER AND CLAY

Once the First Lady of the Laud Now an
Inmate of the Louisa Homo

Some New Stories

WASHINGTON D Ct April 23 1S91
Special correspondence of TilE HERALD J
Nellie Arthur Fannie Hayes Mollie Gar

field Brown and Nellie Grant Sartoris are
the four daughters of Presidents with
whom the public is familiar and whose his ¬

tories lie entirely within the last genera¬
tion Frequent newspaper mention of
those young matrons and maidens serves
is it were to keep their lives in touch with
the world and to arouse in their fortunes a
indly interest There is however a fifth
riving daughter of a United States Presl
lent but one whose days of social promin
nice lie beyond the shadow of the great re
aellion and the stream of whose quiet lifo
Is fast approaching the shoreless sea This
ady between whom and her youthful sue
tessors nearly fifty years of history were

Dade is Mrs Letitia Tyler Semple the
daughter of President John Tyler and the
widow of the late Purser Semple of the U
S N This aged but still proud and elegant
woman is prominent in the group of aristo ¬
cratic old southern ladies who live in the
Louise Home at the capital Though nearly
eighty years of age Mistress Semple is
neither old nor enfeebled She not only re ¬

tains much of her beauty of fifty years ago
but expresses herself with the same vigor
and exhibits the same constitutional con ¬

servatism as did her father before her She-
is rather above the medium height and car¬

ries herself as erectly as a woman of half
her years and her fine strong face lighted
by keen but kindly brown eyes and softly
framed in Joose silver waves certainly be-
lies

¬

the years with which history credits it
The lady who has gone upon the record as
among the charming young mistresses of
tho White House is a representative of an-
other time and generation She iis the faith-
ful adherent of the old regime and as ono
born and reared in the traditions and creeds-
of the Virginian antebellum glory regardswith distrust and disfavor the socalled pro-
gress

¬

of these uneasy latter times Sinethe death of her husband and her entrance
to the Louise Home some eight or ten years
ago Mrs Semple has been quite lost to thegay world in which she once reigned tbogay

L
official world which she now placidly

uuuuuipiuLt runt LUB window ot a cosyapartment overlooking tho broad cleansweep of Massachusetts avenue and thequiet elegance of Scotts circle where the
fastrionablo equipages continually rollHere however in the warmth and comfort-
of her highup sunny cheery retreat shereceives the very small circle of oldtime
friends and the younger ones who delight in
the reminiscent pictures of her girlhood
days and its environment of great persons
and events

To hear lady chat familiarly of Daniel
Webster t of Dolly Madison and of Clay and
Calhoun clothes these intellectual factors-
of history with flesh and blood personality
and enables one as it were to shake hands
with her forefathers and to realize her re ¬
lationship to history Her recollections of
an era when society was dignified whenslang was unknown as a drawmg room ac ¬

complishment and when principle and
honor were the first tenets of a gentlemans
creed are most interesting and her com ¬
parisons between then and new are never in
favor of tho present giddy age

WASHINGTON SOCIETY FIFTY TEARS AGO

Referring to official society at the capital
during her fathers administration Mrs
Semple said-

Society was then a very different thing
from now Women loaned upon men as
their protectors and guardians and a gen ¬

tleman of those days regarded as his first
duty the care of his wife and children and
his mother and sistors The progressive
woman that dreadful outgrowth of the war
and the upheaval of society had never been
heard of Women then desired to be good
wives and mothorsand were not men either
in thought or in doing mens work and ois
obeying their Bible which admonishes
women to silence public

Progress is not always advancement
concluded this lady with emphasis and
passing from this she compared the women-
of today with those of former times spoke
derogatorily of the modern methods of fash-
ionable entertainment and deplored the
crowded illregulated and purely showy
character of the present fashionable recep ¬

tion tea or luncheon uIn those daysshe
said a drawingroom entertainment was
something more than a crush of people It
was planned to give pleasure not merely to
cancel obligations It was a cordial and
orderly affair the young gentlemen were
called upon to usher and look out for the
pleasure of the guests and when supper
was announced the eldest and most impor ¬

tant persons were first led into the dining
room Of course added Mrs Somplcin
those days you must remember thoro was
but one railroa-
dBaltimoreand

into the capitalthat from
there were fewer statesand

consequently fewer to entertain Then the
prevailing element was southern with the
repose of manner and generous hospitalit
which characterized plantation life In the
old times

HER LIFE AT THE WHITE HOUSE

Whoa my father was made President-
and called me to the White House said
Mrs Semple who it will be remembered
was mistress of tho White House until her
fathers second marriage ho gave me no
other instruction or bit of advice except this
You mustrememberho said that in your

new position you must traat all alike You
must have no favorites nor make any dis-
tinctions

¬

I endeavored to meet his wishes
and following out his suggestion had none
of the usual intimate friends among
young ladies and maintained the strict
neutrality advises The code of etiquette
regulating the White House has of course
changed much since 1840 At that
time the lady of the White House
returned all of her first visits hrperson
To this she devoted three days of each
week while tho other three were spent in
receiving visits Every two weeks tho Pres-
ident

¬

held aI levee and spent every evening
In the drawingroom with his family or
friends During my fathers administra-
tion

¬

dancing was introduced at tho White
House and the playing of the Marine band
for the public entertainments was another
ot his innovations The people were de-
lighted and great crowds would come to
hear the musical selections which invarl ¬
ably closed WIth mat old v opinion negro
melody

Clear the kitchen young folks old folks
Ole Virglnny never tires

This said Mrs Semple was an old
plantation air and a favorite song when the
servants used to clear the mistress kitchen-
for the breakdown

DANIEL WEBSTER ON LOVE

Among the great personages who figured-
in her fathers administration she spoke of
Daniel Webster as ono who fulfilled his
social obligations with due courtesy but
with a preoccupied air as if unable to get
away from serious subjects Ono could
never forget his splendid head and noble
face and those deep serious eyes looking-
out rather beyond than at the gay scene
about Mm He was much more a statesman
than a gallant gentleman yet could on occa ¬

sions say very happy things Whoa my
sister Elizabeth and Mr Waller were mar-
ried

¬

at the White House some one said to
Mr Webster who was present The beauty-
of the White House is now carried away
He replied at ones

Love rules the court tho camp the grove
Men below and heaven above
For love is heaven and heaven Is love
Mr Webster was also a very beautiful

r letter writer I once read a letter written-
by him when in Baltimore Ho was stop-
ping

¬

on Church hill and the theme of the
letter was a service which he had that

morning witnessed It was the most beau1tiful and poetical description tn fact so fine
and full of sentiment that one of the gentle-
men

¬

said Well IfI did not happen to know
he was brought up on a farm I would say
that old Dan had never seen a sunrise

Mrs Webster Mrs Semple describes as
ua tall dark stately woman and of very
elegant manner a very fitting mate for her
distinguished husband

DOLLT MADISON AND HER TURBANS

Of Dolly Madison whom she knew very
well Mrs Semple speaks with great admir ¬

ation and credits her with all the tracesand qualities commonly ascribed to her
She was a most sincere and generous per-

son
¬

said the lady who preserved her
quaint Quakerish simplicity and dignity
both in speech and manner and whose
heart was as warm as her manners wore
cordial Mrs Madisons dress was also
modeled after the Quakerish idea and the
turban of fine white lawn which always
appears in her pictures was worn at all
times and was very becoming to her I also
distinctly remember the peculiar ornament
always attached to this turban Directly
above her forehead and securely pinned to
the folds of the turban she wore a minia-
ture of Mr Madison an exquisitely
painted portrait set around with pearls
Then Mrs Madison was rarely seen with-
out

¬

a littlo red camels hair shawl drawn
about her shoulders and pinned Quaker
fashion over her bosom

Mrs Sample finds nothing really progres-
sive

¬

in the lour sleeves and high choker of
the women of today Decollete gowns
wero then the regulation evening dress but
not she said in such an extreme of fash
ion as is often seen today and the little
bonnets of today tiny affairs perched on the
back of a womans head leaving hoc face
exposed making a woman look as though-
she could face a cannon are not in accord
with former notions of modesty and pro-
priety

¬

WITT PHILLIP SPENCEll DIED
The calamities which have overtaken the

cabinet families of this administration re ¬

called to Mrs Semple a calamity that was a
disgrace as well which had fallen upon herfathers secretary of the treasury John G
Spencer The secretary she said was-
a harsh man in his family very severe with
his children while his wife a very gentle
and peaceloving woman was a most de ¬

voted mother and made herself the shield
between the children and their tattlers
severities Phillip the eldest son was a
cadet at that time and during a cruise on
tho brig Somers he was detected at the head
of a conspiracy to seize the vessel and trans
form her into pirate Being out of United
States water Captain McKenzie ordered a
drum head court martial and Phillip Spen-
cer with the mate and boatswain were con
demned hung to the yardarm and dropped
into the ocean The captain returned at
once making a full report and while society
was terribly shocked the captain was justi
fled by public sentiment as well as acquitted
when tried by court martial When my
sisterinlaw Mrs Tyler visited Mrs
Spencer in her dreadful grief the poor
woman cried Oh my poor Phillip This
is the result of an over stern father and an
over indulgent mother Pl Another of his
sons ran away from home and none of his
children I believe were a credit to him
STONEWALL JACKSON GRANT AND SHERIDAN

AS CADETS

Mrs Semple referred to certain lads
whom her father had commissioned as ca ¬

dets who had since risen to national promi ¬

nence Among these were Generals Grant
and Sheridan and the late Admiral Porter
I do not recall their facessaid the old lady

thoughtfully trying to reach back over
fifty years of time though I must have met
them at some of our levees in the White
House but they were then of no more im ¬

portance than the many other young men
in school

One incident relating to another historical
figure of the late unpleasantness she re
called with satisfaction

One day the doorkeeper came to my
father and said There is a young man out
here who is very anxious to see you He is
from Virginian has walked all the way
from Lexington to ask for a commission to
West Point and he brings with him a letter
cf introduction Show him in said my
father and after he had received and talked
with the travelstained young man he sent
for his private secretary General Tyler
and said Go over to AdjutantGeneral
tones and here a commission made out for
this young man Theres metal in him
This boy was Thomas Jefferson Jackson

THE WHITE HOUSE MALARIA

A reference to the sanitary condition of
tho White House caused its former mistress
to observe smilingly These complaints
arc as old as the White House itself and
Mrs Harrison employs such improvements-
as Dolly Madison never dreamed of Dur ¬

ing our residenco the canal still ran through
the white lot and when the south wind
came you can imagine tho results Mr Van
Buren would not live thereat all and every
President and family since have had more-
or less of miasma along with their honors-

TUE CONFEDERACY AND ITS FLAG
But the temporary novelty of the White

House is evidently of much less value to
this proud old lady than the more nermauent
glory of the Tyler family and its achieve ¬

ments in connection with Virginia historyIt was with all the fire and fervor of youth
that this daughter of old Virginia dweltupon the ancient grandeur of her state and
reaffirmed her loyalty to this discrowned
queen Touching upon the war she said
with satisfaction My mothers family
alone furnished 1000 soldiers to the South-
ern

¬

Confederacy They came from the east
and west from the north and even from
Europe to take up the cause of Virginia I
had not one relative who proved a traitor-
to Virginia she continued thestruggle between love of the Union and love
of state that took place in the mind of
Robert E Lee was a universal one in the
minds of Virginians What that decision
cost us only we who had to make it will
ever know It was my father who came to
the capital as a member of the peace com ¬

mission but when hewl1s mot by the reply
We have our foot upon the serpent of slav-

ery
¬

and we will not go back until it is
crushed returned Virginia and to hercause We believed we had tho right to
secede Why was nothing said when Massa-
chusetts

¬

threatened to leave the Union during the trouble over Texas No one ques
tinned her right to go out if she wished
But she said let me show you a picture
of the real Confederate flag as very few
persons know the difference between theauthorized flag of then and those carriedearlier in the war And Mrs Semple
pointed to a small copy in oil of the flag apicture hung conspicuously on the was
framed in narrow band of tarnished giltIt was a white flag on which blue fieldwas crossed by star sprinkled bars of red
but its peculiarity was a broad band of red
attached crossuies on the free end This
flag she explained without the red stripe
was the original accepted design for the
Southern Confederacy but when it wadisplayed on the mast head it was found
that when the flag was at rest tho blue field
was concealed and it appeared like a flag of
truce To save time and forbid any notion
of a flag of truce it was hastily decided to
add this red band And so the painted
shadow of a dream hangs in my lady 5 cham ¬

ber tho ghost of a protest still awake in herheart
Among the incidents of the earlier days-

of the war Mrs Semple relates with pride
the loyalty of young Eugene Chapman
whoso father painted the Baptism of Poca
hontas which now hangs in the rotunda of
the capitol The boy had been brought up
by his artist father almost entirely abroad
and when the war broke out ho was in
Rome studying art When the news reached
him he threw down brush and palette cut
loose from the only life he know forgot hisart and sailed for America His father hadtaught him that love for Virginia and itwas stronger than all else-

A STOUT OF PRESIDENT LINCOLN
Mrs Semple never know Mrs Lincoln

but speaks of her sister Mrs Platt whomshe met in Rome as a most charming andgracious person with none of the eccen ¬

tricities attributed to the wife of the Pres ¬
ident Then she laughingly related an in ¬
cident called up by the mention of Lincoln
which bears repeating An old family
friend of the Tylers a Baltimorean hadgone with the Union and near the close ofthe war during a visit in that city Mrs
Semple was a little piqued that her old
friend had not paid her a visit It chancedthat the morning she was leaving they metat the depot and she found that they woreboth passengers on the outgoing tram Thegentleman made his excuses for his nogllgenco on the ground that he feared his

Unionism might have altered her friend ¬

ship and from this they drifted into politi ¬

cal affairs The gentleman was an enthusi ¬

astic admirer of Old Abe and asserted
the obligation under which the South stood
for his magnanimity To this Mrs Semple
did not assent when the gentleman said
If you knew Mr Lincoln as well as I do

you would be sorry for him Poor man all
the comfort he ever had was in that little
boy Tad who died Why do you know that
his wife is the most violent person and that
she does not hesitate to box tho Presidents
ears The thought this great conqueror
submitting to such a chastisement from a
woman has caused this gentle historian to
smile for thirty years-

A NEW VIEW OF LINCOLNS DEATH

In the assassination of Lincoln Mrs
Semple traces a curious providence You
know she saidthat at tho time of Mr
Lincolns death it had been agreed to reduce
the rebellious states to mere military dis ¬

tricts but by elevating Andrew Johnson to
the presidency tho decision was annulled
The VicePresident was u Tenuesseean
born and reared in the south and sent from
the south No man could be a VicePrEsi ¬

dent from a district nor be a President ex-
cept

¬

ho came from a state It was this ne-
cessity that prevented these states being
turned into military districts rind that
saved the Union

A CRITICISM OF HARVARD
I

A few weeks ago Mrs Semple parted
with some of her valued family portraits
presenting them to William and Mary Col-
lege

¬ r

The collection consisted of one of her
greatgrandfathers as the judge on the
bench painted by Warrenonoof her father
and of John Tyler a governor of Virginia
with those of her mother Letitia Tyler two
sisters and herself In connection with the
history of this university Mrs Semple
quietly ridiculed Harvard on its historical
preteution and its celebration of un alleged
50th anniversary This occurred during

Mr Clevelands administration and the
President made the address Said Mrs
Semple satirically The Puritans landed-
at Plymouth Rock in 1G20 andHarvard has
1036 cut upon her foundation stone Now
do they mean to say that in sixteen years
these Pilgrims succeeded in subduing the
wilderness and savages and in founding is
university 1 Then Dr Harvard whoso be-
quest

¬

of a library became the nucleus of
Harvard did not die until 1032 Would itnot be well for the Harvard historian to
produce the birth certificate of that institu-
tion before they celebrate againi
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EXPERIENCE OF A CONSCIENTIOUS WOMAN
Mr Wisdom Dear SirI beg to thankyou for the delightful and refreshing Rob

ertine you so kindly sent me I have usedthe toilet preparation of trio most celebrated
manufacturers of London and Paris but
consider your Robortino their superior
in point of purity and excellence Wishing
you the success you deserve I remain faith ¬

fully yours EMMA ABBOTT

After a varied experience with many
socalled cathartic remedies I am convinced
that Ayers Pills give the most satisfactory
results I rely exclusively on these pills
for the cure of liver and stomach compla ¬

mtsJohnBBell Sr Abilene Texas if

REMARKABLE RESCUE
Mrs Michael Curtain Plainfield Ill

makes the statement that she caught cold
which settled on her lungs she was
treated for a month by her family physi
cian but grew worse He told her she was
hopeless victim of consumption and that no
medicine could cure her Her druggist
suggested Dr Kings New Discovery for
consumption she bought a bottle and toliar delight found herself benefited from
the first dose She continued its use arse
after taking ten bottles found hersel
sound and well now does her own house
work and is as well as she ever was Fret
trial bottles of this Great Discovery at
A C Smith COs Drug Store large bot ¬

tles 50c and 100 2

PNBUJIONIA AND BRONCHITIS CARU1 OFF
ONETHIRD OF THE HUMAN RAC-

EIt is not generally known that pneu ¬
monia and bronchitis carry off onethird oftho human rata but such are the factsand what is more surprising both of the
above diseases result from neglecting acommon ordinary cold A cough shouldnever be neglected If it is every timoyou catch cold you cough harder and itsticks by you longer Ballardd horehoundsyrup is the best remedy in the world for
pneumonia bronchitis and all throat andlung troubles If you have any throattroubl call for Ballards horehound syrup
and take no otherlO +

THE DESERET SAVINGS BANS
The attention of those desiring to open

savings accounts is called to the Deserot
Savings Bank which allows interest on do
posits at the rate of 5 per cent per annum
compounded quarterly Money to loan on
approved real estate security Its offlcera
are follows

Jonx SHARP President
MOSES THJTCIIER ViCePresident
E A SMITH Cashier

DIRECTORS
JOHN SHARP J R BARNES
JAMES SHARP D H PErU
MOSES THATCHER J T LITTLE
HENRY DINWOODEY ELIAS A SMITH
L S HILLS W W RITER
J C CUTLER F W JENNINGS

GEORGE ROMNET II

EDITOR ZICORIIICK
A man widely and favorably knownthroughout the Pacific coast gives his ex ¬

perience
PORTLAND Ore March 26Having

tried the celebrated Oregon Kidney Teawe cheerfully bear witness to its beneficial
agency in affections of the urinary organs
It is simple safe and sure it is easily
taken and restores healthy vitality to theorgans it is intended to operate upon with
assured success S J McConMicK

Editor Catholic Sentinel-

B K Block Co are the leading whole
sale liquor and cigar merchants in the city

I CURE FITS BWhen I say curo I do not mean merely to stop themfor time and then havo them return again I meanradical cure I have mado the disease of FITS EPILEPS or FALLING SICKNESS a lifelong rtudy Iwarrant my remedy to euro the worst cases Becauseothers hero failed is Ito reason for not now receiving
care Send at once for a treatise and a Peso Bottle ofmy infallible remedy Givo Express and Post OfficeB G ROOT ar c 183 Pearl St N Y
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FINE SHOES FOR GENTS WEARS

The TURNER SHOE requires no breaking
in It leads iu Accurate Styl s FirstclassAe i Workmanship and Durability These are points

o f which commend themselves to every gentleman
wearing a fine shoe
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Lumber Dealers Contractors and BuildersS-

ASH SHINGLES DOORS WINDOWS BLINDS MOULDINGS FRAMES

BOXES SASH WEIGHTS AND BUILDERS HARDWARE

Mill Wort in All nits EretrnoJae
TELEPHONE 3 SrCi

Office and Milli 32 to 4011 Second West St One Block East of U P Depot

VoTe also carry a full line of

Ready Mixed Paints and Sheet and Plate Glass
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Salt lake City Ogden and Logan Utah
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