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DEAD LETTER SALE
i

AUCTION OF UKCLAI3IED GOODS
FROM THE POSTOFFICE-

It

I

FcrnlsTics Sonic Amusement to I

tiic Curious and Increases the
Treasury Balance

Washington Dec ISThe annual sale
of the dead letter office takes place in a
few days It always attracts a curious
assemblage of inquisitive people and sec ¬

ond hand dealers It is always productive-
of laughable incidents The articles which-
are put up for sale are divided into job
lets and each lot is numbered and de-

scribed
¬

In a catalogue which the auction-
eers

¬

issue But occasionally a box or a
package figures in the list and there-

is much speculation as to the contents
People have been known to buy second ¬

hand desks and find government bonds-
In them and a great many of the people
who attend the dead letter sale confine
their bids to the mysterious parcels whose
contents Is unknown Some of these bid¬

ders carry away their purchases without
examination but others open them in the
face of the crowd and there Is always a
loud guffaw when some ayhalred man
finds that he has purchased a pair of old
corsets and some badly worn stockings
So the sale affards some amusement It

L has that interest for some people and for
1 others it has this that it demonstrates

what an extraordinary variety of matter-
Is entrusted to the mats Everything-
from an od shoe to sponsions goes to the
dead letter officEsome of i because it is
ot the class of matter declared to be un
mailable But the proportion of unmail
able matter which gees to the dead let¬

ter office is very smal-
lIt happens sometimes that things of

great value creep into a dead letter sale
The superintendent of the dead letter
office carefully weeds out the money in
letters and if it is not claimed iand theof to the best advantage
amount is credited to Uncle Sam The
dead letter office finds as much as 50000
in misdirected letters In a single year
Under the rules of the department every
effort Is made to find the owner of a letter-
or parcel If he cannot be found and the
property remains unclaimed for two

Is told for Uncle Sams benefit-
ButrStht owner does not lose his interest-
In it If he can prove his claim at any
time in he future the amount of the
coney tut nod into the treasury as the
vaule of his property will be returned to
him If it was in money or any negotia-
ble

¬

security he will get Its full value-
If it was in merchandise he will get only
what it brought at the auction sale
It seems almost incredible that with a

cheap postal note and money order sys¬

tem at their command so much as 50000
loose money should be mailed to defective
addresses in a year But this has hap-
pened

¬

more than once From the figures-
can be conjectured the immense amount-
of money which annually goes through
the malls entirely unguarded Last year
the amount handled in the dead lettter
office was not quite J50000 It was nearly
40000 though and the amount which
Uncle Sam was benefitted by the care¬

lessness of the moneysenders was more
than 11000 Unclaimed money is much
the larger source of revenue of the dead
letter office The sale of unclaimed prop ¬

erty seldCm brings in more than 3000
The sale of last year reahzei 2SOr

These two items represent a very small
proportion of the value of the matter
which passes through the dead letter
office every year Here Is the face value-
of the matter exclusive of merchandise
which comes into the hands of the office
In one year
29017 letters co 42064
S0496 letters containing drafts

notes money orders etc face
value 2238688

3804 letters containing postal
notes 5418

234617-
0In addition to this property worth more

tban two and a quarter millions on its
race the office last year handled 37735 let-
ters

¬

containing photographs doubtless of
some value to their owners 160129 con ¬

taining postage stamps some of which
were undoubtedly intended for collections-
and were worth more than their face
value 37733 containing receipted bills
cancelled notes and legal papers and
3246 containing merchandise-

You might think that the superintendent-
of the dead letter office was anxious to
obtain valuable lettters but be is not
He tries just as hard as he can to educate-
the public through the newspapers and
through postmasters to address letters
and packages with more care and to see
that at least the packages have enough
postage on them Large placards In ppst
offices warn letterwriters to be more
carefulnotices printed in the postal
guide give minute instructions to be fol ¬

lowed The monthly supplement to the
guide contains a long list of Donts
But still a careless public misdirect or
mismail seven million letters and pack¬

ages ii a year Misdirection Incorrect
lllegibi and inefficient addresses are the
chief causes of the miscarriage of mail
matter Then in free delivery towns
there Is the failure of the letterwriter to
place the house or business address on the
envelope to give the business or In some
other way to Identify the person for whom
the letter is intended The people who
receive letters are not seldom to blame
for the postofilce department finds as one
chief cause of error the failure of perma¬

nent or temporary residents to notify the
local postof fe of change of address

The is one simple little regulation of
the postcflice department the general
observance of which would throw a great
many of the dead letter clerks out of a
job If the name of the sender of a letter-
or package is put on the envelope or
wrapper the department will Invariably
return it If It is insufficiently addressed-
or not prepaid But the patron of the
postoifice though warned of this fact a
thousand times will go right on sending
matter through the mails In plain wrap-
pers

¬

and taking the chances of its reach¬

ing its destination safely
There is one cause of the detention of

v

foreign mail matter which few people not I
intimately acquainted with the postoffice
regt atfons can know That is the pe-
culiar customs laws which prohibit the
mailing of certain matter to some coun ¬

tries Whenever the postofflce depart ¬

ment finds prohibited matter of this class
in a package it notifies the sender and
offers to forward the package to its desti¬

nation by express if the amount of the
express charges is sent or to return the
package

People who have lost magazines in the
nulls may have the satisfaction of know ¬

ing that they have probably gone to a
good service The magazines and illus-
trated

¬

papers and picture cards which-
are left unclaimed in the dead letter
office are not sent to auction You can
buy most of the standard magazines at
secondhand for 5 to 10 cents each and
the amount that would be realized on
matter of this kind is so Inconsiderable
that the postmaster general has ordered
that all of it shall be sent to the hospitals I

in the District of Columbia Accordingly
these institutions received last year from
unclaimed mails nearly 16000 papers

Icards etc
They opened nearly six million letters

and packages in the dead letter office
last year In an attempt to find the iden ¬

tity of their owners and of the entire
number more than four and a quarter
million which contained nothing of value
were destroyed There were more than
10000 letters containing postage stamps
destroyed fjhe stamps were destroyed-
too All stamps which come into posses ¬

sion of the dead letter office are de-
stroyed They are not counted among
the profits of the office but they should-
be lor they represent an investment for
which no one has received a return
There were 1487 worth of stamps de ¬

stroyed last year and of these 510
worth were separated from dead letters
The others were found loose in the mails-
or received for matter which had been

held for postage-
A curious fact which develops In a

study of the dead letter office is that even
the most secure class of mail matter is
not entirely safe There are all the safe-
guards surrounding registered mail which
the postofilce department could devise
Yet 7000 pieces of registered mall go
astray in a year Of these more than 1000
cannot even be returned to the sender
though in the case of registered matter
the name and address of the sender is
supposed to be known to the department
So the contents of a thousand registered
letters all of it presumably of some value
is held for identification and most of it is
eventually destroyed while the money
which accompanies it is turned into thetreasury and the merchandise is sent to
the auctioneer to be disposed of for the
benefit of Uncle Sam-

GEORGE GRANTHAM BAIN

TRUTH ABOUT SALAMANDERS

An Expert in Reptiles PooliPoolis
the Idea of Being Fireproof
Nobody knows how the supersti ¬

tion regarding the supposed fireproof
quality of the salamander had Its
rise said Dr Stejneger the reptilian
expert of the Smithsonian institution
However I can give what I think is

a pretty good guess at it To explain-
I shall have to tell you a story Once
upon a time I was camping out with-
a party hunting and fishing We had
lighted a big fire using for fuel several
old logs While we were sitting around
watching the progress of some cookery
in which we were engaged a young
lady at my side gave a little scream
and pointed into the flames I looked
and there was a small lizard crawling
tight out from among the glowing
embers It walked away unhurt ap ¬

parently through the grass and madeits escape Now that salamander hadoccupied a hole in one of the logs usedfor fuel Several species of its kindlive in old tree trunks Doubtless thisone found that It was getting uncom ¬
fortably hot and crawled out Being
moist and slimy its body was pro ¬

tected from Injury by the fire longenough to enable it to escape through
the embers But the sight of the aniaml deliberately making Its appear ¬
ance from the midst of the fire was
certainly very surprising Any ignor ¬

I
ant person might easily have been ledto imagine that the creature must befireproof It seems to me quite prob ¬

able that the superstition took its rise
from just such occurrences

There are so many species oC sala ¬

manders that a description of them
all would fill a book They are to be
found all over the world except invery cold regions In a popular sense
the name salamander is applied to
all batrachians with tails That is
rather a loose definition A tadpole is
a batrachian with a tail but is not a
salamander The great majority of
salamanders are small such as the
newts found in springs The biggest
species in this country is the socalled
mud eel or siren It has only two

feet just behind the head and has ex¬

ternal gills when fully developed
which is an exception to the rule
among salamanders-

The biggest salamander in the
world Is found in Japan It attains a
length of two feet and is related to
the hellbender Most salamanders-
live on insects but the very large
kinds eat pretty nearly everything as
a rule For instance the Japanese

I species is omniverous So far as I
am aware none of the salamanders
is considered good to eat by civilized-
menI at all events Two years ago I
obtained a specimen of the only known
p npIoQ of blind lomiirier
from a cave in Missouri A socalled
bund sap ioander tjj iaus in eituc-
aves of Austria but it is not a true
salamander though it would come
under the popular definition being a

Ii batrachian with a tail One peculiar
I thing about salamanders is that they
f are not as large when full grown as

when they are partly developed That
seems a funny paradox does it not
You see salamanders go through a
metamorphosis during their lifetime-
as frogs do though the change is not
so marked They have a larvel period
as the tadpole is the larva of the frog
On becoming adult they shrink up con¬

siderably During the larval period
they have gills like a fish which us ¬

ually become rudimentary later on An
odd exception to this rule is the ax-

olotl of Mexico which does not under-
go

¬

any such metamorphosis and never
becomes adult in a scientific sense In
other words it never reaches what is
the final stage with other salamanders-
but

I

always remains a larva Axolotls
of different species are found in vari ¬

ous parts of the United States but
they do undergo the change and be¬

come adult However if you keep one
of them in water and prevent it
from escaping it will remain a larva
always and will undergo no met ¬

amorphosis In order to change it has
to get on dry land Having become a
land animal its external gills disap ¬

pear being no longer required for
breathing in water The Mexican ax
olotl neVer goes on landat any rate
not for a longer time than its gills will
remain wet Washington Star

INSTINCT AND REASON

Prof Blelian Relates a Striking O-

bservation

¬

with Some Busy Bees

A few years ago the person who
might give utterance to the idea that
any but human beings possessed
reasoning powers would have been con ¬

sidered guilty of rank heresy But
with advanced enlightenment there are
thousands who have been driven to the
belief that the Creator has not be¬

stowed the divine light upon man
alone but upon animals as well even
insects coming in for a share of that
force which is a grade higher than
instinct

Close observers are continually mak ¬

ing public examples which show that
that class of animal life which has
been designated as the lower orders
when compared with human kind ac ¬

complish results the working out of
which can scarcely be ascribed to in ¬

stinct alone This reasoning faculty-
is especially noticable among dogs
while many other animals evince a
power of thought of ability to reason
really remarkable In a communica-
tion

¬

to the Academy of Natural
Sciences some time ago Prof Mehan
related an instance that came under
his own observation which while not
conclusive evidence of reasoning power-
in insects yet is strongly indicative of
it During a light spring shower the
professor took shelter under a large
linden tree in full bloom

While there he noticed an unusual
number of bees busily at work among
the flowers of the linden while a tree
of another species close at hand also
in bloom had no bees about it The
reason was quickly apparent to him
The deserted tree was light foliage
and the rain poured through freely
while the linden had heavy foliage and
in such abundance that the rain was
shed almost as perfectly as from an
umbrella The bees were evidently
aware of this for they came and went
directly to and from the linden ignor ¬

ing the other tree entirely
He assumed and seemingly correctly

that this could not be purely instinct
but was the result of reasoning of a
lower order perhaps but still a line
above an inward impulse unconscious-
and involuntary which guides to the
performance of an action without
thought of improvement in the
inetfiod =Philadelphia Leader

Germnnys Success tat the Fair I

Germany is rejoicing over the out ¬

come of its exhibition at he Worlds
fair It proudly Is displaying the 1J

946 prizes received for its exhibits and
boasting it has carried off the lions
share which undoubtedly is true The
Germans are a practical thrifty people
and quick to follow up an advantage
They are going to make the most of
their success by developing their trade
with this country and sending over
here skilled commercial experts to re ¬

port upon industrial conditions ac¬

quaint themselves with our trade meth-
ods

¬

and make reports to their govern ¬

ment The English are beginning to
note the turn events are taking in this
direction and the London Times noti ¬

fies its readers in a sort of pathetic-
way that while British industry still
continues to be crippled by the sever ¬

est labor struggle on record the Ger¬

mans who are now our keenest com ¬

petitors in the markets of the world
are busy preparing to reap the harvest-
of the splendid success they have
achieved at Chicago Chicago Tri ¬

bune
She Tried to Help

He devoted but bashfulTheres been-
an awful lot in the papers lately about
political combinations and rings and such
things

She determined to help him out Yes
Ive noticed Do women ever get mixed-
up with them

HeCertainly not Why do you ask
that

She with a now will you tumble
emphasis Because I feel as if I would
like to get into a ring of some kind my ¬

selfNo presentsBuffalo Courier

The professional photographer and the
I amateur hold entirely different views of
the same thing Yonkers Statesman

Western Soap for Western People
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II Bargains in Holiday Goods
p

SEE OlfJE SHOW WINDOWS WT SEE OUR SHOW WINDOWS

Toys Toys Toys Handkerchiefs and Art Goods Dolls and Chinaware

Aoalts Ark 5c to 10c flops Round Shod Sled with Gents SIlk Suspenders 50c to 135-
ChildrexiN

Large Unbreakable Dolls 5c to
Blocks handles at 120 Leather Purses 5e-

and
35cBuilding fancy 5c to 7ue lOc Bisque Head laid body15e tolOcDrawing Slates 5c to liOc Chcclcerhoardsj

Rubber Bulls painted 3c to 25c Checkers lOc Tinsel Cord for fancy work it 25c
Bisque Head kid body will closeFine Harmonicas to 20e Dominoes 15c yards for cCards lOc Tinsel Cords all colors 2 for 5e-

Crochettc
eyes shoes and hose 25c toFancy Picture Books 5c to UOc Authors nail

Boys Toy Watches 5c to 15c Cord all plain colors 125Toy Hammers and Hatchets 5c-
Crocliette

Bisque Doll Heads closeDrums 25c 40c GOo eyesDOn Toy5c to lOc 20c to 50ct 75c and 95c-
H

Cord two toned 7e
Toy Carts red 20e AA DICERCHIEF-

SChildrcns
Satin Needle and Pin Cushions China Dolls Heads lOc to 25c

Toy Chairs 25c to 45c Colored Border 1c ISc Children China Tea Sets 5c to
Toy Rockers red 45c Jc and lie Brass Banner Rods lOc to 25c-

Crochette
src-

ChildrensChildrens Loto Games 5c to lOe China Ten Sets extraLathes Colored Border oc Sills all colors perGirls Tops 5C Ladies White Hemstitch5e to dozen 2Sc large ijU5O I

Boys Humming Tops 5e and lOe lOc Children StuffedKIttenslOc
Childrens Pop Gnus 5e Ladies White Hemstitch and Embroidering Silk on spools tOe Childrens Tabby Cats 25c and
Childrens Slide All Sill Pon Potts1c and SOCgood size 5e-
Cliildrenjf

all Linen 151 to line
I e luc per doz Cloth for Small Animals 2 for 5cKitchens with uten Ladies White Embroidered and

feils 5c to inc scalloped edge 20e and 25c All Silk Fringe Sin wide 25c Cloth for Large Dolls lOc I

Doll Culls 30e to U5cLadles Scalloped very tine UOc-

O5c
All Silk Tassels Sin long25eChildrens McUel Sid Irons 35e Doll Cradles 25c

Childrens Iron BanUs20c to OSc per doz Childs large Tin Rnnges33c
Childrens Iron Trains 25c to OS Ladies Japanese Embroidered Embroidery hoops lOc and 15c China Cups and Saucers Child
Childrens Wood Trains 25 Silk Handkerchiefs 12e to SOc per pair 5c to 20c
Childrens Tin Trains lOc to 25 Ladies Fine White Japanese Ladles China Fine Cups andDoUsl and 5cHcmstiished USc 45c GOe Darky ChinaCoaster half Saucers or for Gents 25c toBoys round shod and 75 Six Inch Limb Dolls 5e

COc China Limb = Dolls5c to SOc 70c
Girls Plain Sled painted at GOe Ladies All Silk Mittens SOc CSc Jointed Dolls1de to 15e Girls Pastry Sets lOc

and better at S5c and 100 Rubber Dolls 5e to GOe Air Sailors for house toylOc I

I

Mens Shoes and Rubbers Ladies Shoes and Rubbers Childrens Shoes and Rubbers ff-

ao pairs Meiis Leather and Vel-
vet

¬ TJIens Heavy Rubbers 70c finest 40 pairs line hand turned Kid 25 pairs Childs Sid Cloth Top
Carpet Slippers 75c-

SO
Sic Shoe fine finish at 225 Sid Shoe were 100 at 75c

pairs lIens Solid Common-
Sense

liens Wool Lined Arctics 90c Ladies RubbersWe and 40c 35 pairs of Childs Kid or Cloth
AVork Shoes 120 Overshoes 125 Storm Rubbers 45c Top Shoe were 13Oat 10O

30 pairs liens Solid Common-
Sense

Mews Rubber Overs41SO 175 Ladies Buckle Overshoes OOc 40 pairs Childs Fine Kid Shoe
Calf Work and 115 Paten Tip 115B Shoes at Felt Boots Sic

135 Ladies Felt Slippers40c Ladles Wool Lined Alaskan 100 Childrens Rubbers all sizes I
I

40 pairs Mcns Solid Common-
Sense

40 pairs Ladies Felt Gaiter 4O pairs Dongola Shoe babj at 25e and 30c

I

25c Childrens Buckle OvershoesWarranted Shoes 200 Shoes 100
I 50 pairs liens Solid Cordu van 30 pairs Ladies Kid Quilted Lin¬ 25 pairs Dongoln Shoes bas 75e and DOc

I a bargain t225 ing Slippers 110 35c Childrens Rubber Boots 145
30 pairs Mens Solid Good Calf 50 pairs Ladies Good Weight 40 pairs fine Dongola Shoes and 1G5 lined

Skin and warranted 275 Calf Shoe a snap O5c bubj 45c
pairs Heavy Oil Grain Con ¬ 24 pairs Ladies Dry Grain But ¬ 50 pairs Dabs Fine Kid Shoe A CHANCE TO BUY RIBBONS
press and Lace Solidi 135 ton Shoe sold elsewhere at Spring and Tip C5e and 75e-

5O
50 pieces all Silk Moire Pique

3G Meiis Solid Walrus Calf-
Skin

at 135pairs 175 Childrens Dry Grain Edge Ribbons No 3 t 5cand waterproof worth THIS IS A BIG BARGAIN School Shoe 8 to 12 S5e 50 pieces all Silk Satin or Groat 250350 Grain Ribbon all Silk Iio 12
35 pairs Boys Heavy work Shoo 24 pairs Dongola Shoe with pat ¬ 50 pairs Childrens Dry Grain at 10ca bargain 115 eat tip at 135 School Shoe 12 to 2 100
35 pairs Boys Heavy Oil Grain 40 pairs fine Dongola Shoe with The above are all solid and seam 5O pieces all Silk Satin or Gro

Work Shoe a bargain at 105 patent tip at 42OO less buck Grain Ribbons No 16at 15c

FOR THIS WEEK HERE IS A SNAP IN GENTS SILK NECKWEAR
I

tiesold
dozen Gents Silk and Satin Lined New Shape Ties anil2O dozen Gents Silk and Satin Lined and New Shape Neck 2O

elseiyhere at 35c to SOcTHIS WEEK AT 22c I fourinhand sold elsewhere at 75eTHIS WEEK AT 45c
I

30 dozen Gents Silk and Satin Lined and very nine Ties for gifts one in fancy box sold
everywhere at 100 THIS WEEK AT 75e

Special Sale of Gents Hats Ladies and Childrens Underwear and Hosi-
eryioDont Get a Bargain ham Our T Ulinery

I

NEW YORK CASH STOREtI

DONT FORGET OPPOSITE POST OFFICE
iII

p 1

r ton

THE LARGEST AND MOST ELEGANT

STOCK O-

FChristmas Novelties
FOR T-

HEHOLIDAYSDr
In Silks or Cloth DressPatterns Jackets Capes Furs etc for ladies

Misses or Children in Shoes Slippers etc in Millinery Hoods etc in
Boys Clothing etc in Ladies or Gents

SILK HANDKERCHIEFSI-
n Ladies or Gents Ties in beautiful Linen Table Setsan-

dHUNDREDS OF ARTICLES IN FANCY GOODS
4

YOU WILL AVE r MONEY
BY BUYING A-

TAUERBACHF BRO

t

Ia1 N Famous Boxwood Handle Butcher Knives bandforged and made from
liehCrucibleSteelitisreeleconomytonaethishighgradearticle-

h3
finest En

cacti S33 31 40 tr 5o 63 73 30 11 160 1a 110 173 260

else 4ia 4t 2 ia 6ia Blila ein 6in 7ia Bin 9ia lOa ilia his 131 1in
Sent by mail upon receipt of price If your dealer does not keep them

I JjlDHflS t Jusaslactasr ol AAA1
I cheerfully testify to the superior excelence of i6s At Ji uUnUHIii Citlwy that vJU eat

above article JOSEPH BULL 224 FIRST NORTH 417 H BROADWAY ST Louis Mo
STSALT LAKE CITY AND 6 BAKERS HILL SHEFFIELD ENGLAND

GOING OUT OF BUSINESST-
he Immense Stock of Goods of the

GOLDEN RULE BAZAAR 227 MAIN STREET
Comprising everytbine will be closed out at once in order to nay its debts

Parties contemplating buying presents for the holidays useful or ornamental will
shave the chance to get their goods for 9 little money The stock is new and well-
aailaesLedr Coma early and get your pick f

J M Pearlman Prop 227 Main Street

1

IJ

DONT EAT OFF THE TABLE
When you can buy dishes so cheap fr-

omRUDOLPH ALFF
Hayiland China Dinner Sets

Fish Game and Salad Sets

CHOICE CUT GLASS
aLate t Designs
d

1

Banquet Piano Stand and Han-
gingLANIPS q

In large assortment

Myentire stock AT COST for thirty days

1o leaf Street
t

James Spencer teman Co J
Successors to DAVID JAMES CO

J

PLUMBERS TINNERS
i

te1m and Gas Fitters a

We also carry a complete line of Gem and Peninsular Stoves
and Ranges Gasoline and Oil Stoves Tinware Granite

Iron Ware and House Furnishing Goods

6 AIN STREET

RESTOREDMANHOOD
OR

PiBltlidRIlf3
MOTHa PILLS

I J Th e great remedy Jo Eerrons prostration and an mrrmu MMM of
t the generative organs of either sox such as Nenron Prostration FaUo

I ri in8 orlJost Manhood Impotencr Nightly Emfb lonsYoottltlnlirrat yy Mental Worry excessive of Tobacco or Option whlekl 4 to CoerI sumption and Insaalty With every US t

Or

ordoerllive aWJ1tteD CUll
BE11OItEAND AETE USING antes to cum orre1nnd themora rSold lssperboziJaraliO UtKOTTSC C3 170iClelnnii=

I For Sale lr J BFap low assist MeCorulck Building Salt IAkct City3
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