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BEN ROWAN

l SURPRISE FOR THE BOXER
OF SUMTERS ARMY

A Revolutionary Fourth of July j

BY EVERETT T TOMLINSON

Copyright Js97i S McClure Co

Ben Rowan jwas familiarly known as
3ie boxer of Sumters army Tall
clth broad shoulders and deep chest
le also boasted that there was not In1
South Carolina a right arm like his
wn The wrestling matches and
rough and tumbles in which the sol

Ilers of the revolution frequently in
lulged In the quiet oi the camps were
ils delight and it had come to pass
hat Ben Rowan was the acknowledged
Jhampion Not a mrfn could stand be-

fore
¬

him and on this Fourth of July
jvrmng in 17SO when Sumters men
with their 300 British prisoners had
tone into camp by the banks of a lit
4e river Ben had been almost tempted
0 try and draw the lank and powerful
Thomas Sumter himself Into a friendly
bout for Ben well knew that the title
which the British had bestowed uponJS he leader the South Carolina game
ock was well deserved And now
Sumter had thrown aside his hat and
nat and with his boots off lay I

Jtretched upon the ground enjoying
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BIS DESPERATE

the shade and rest after the fierce on
slaught of the preceding day

But Ben Rowan whose face glowed
Wth good nature for not one in the
army was better liked than he had not
felt quite bold enough to express his
wish to the general ind as he turned
from watching him he saw that many
of his companions were toward
the bank of the river

Hello whats on foot now said
Ben ready for almost any enterprise

Were going In swimming Ben
Come on

But cant swim replied Ben rue
fully for with all his strength swim-
ming was an art which he had never
been able to acquire

That doesnt make any difference
me and join us Its hot and you

jan cool off anvhow
IN THE WATER

Ben yielded and soon was In the
midst of the hundred men who had
laid aside their clothes and were dash-
ing about In the water like

boys on that hot July morning He
found himself at disadvantage how-
e and the shouts and laughter of
the men were loud and long as taking
advantage of his to swim
some of them upset him in the water
and even were able to duck him by

IlL their combined strength glad of their
T opportunity to settle old scores In this

fashion Bens laugh was among the
loudest as he rose sputtering from the
water only to receive the fresh on-
slaught of others Come on all o-
fjiii he shouted Its your turn now
but will be mine Tbe
shouts as fresh band ac-
cepted his challenge and succeeded In
spite of the fact that several of their
number Wire thrown in the
attempt forcing Bens head once
jnore under the water A call from
the men in the camp was not answered
t the excited swimmers who were
about to start again for the boxer as
he stood undaunted and waiting to re
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An Almost Incontrollaljle Pit of

laughter

ceive them The call was repeated and
this time the startled bathers stopped
and listened Shout followed shout
and the sound of guns broke in upon
the stillness Here and there among
the trees they caught glimpse of
scarlet coats and men who wore red
rag their hats the badge of the
tories of South Carolina

TarJeton Tarleton was the cry
and in moment scene of Indescriba
fole confusion followed Some of the
men darted Into the forest while those
who could swim struck out for the far-
ther shore with strong and lusty
strokes expecting every moment to
have their flight checked bullet
The uproar in the camp grew louder
and shouts and cries and the sounds of
guns were Increased in such manner
ns redouble the confusion of the
startled swimmers Ben Rowan aijd I

his challenge were both fpIsqtten now
In the excitement and every man was
Intent only upon his own safety

Poor Ben stood for moment and

L

gazed wildly about him On every side
therewas confusion and where safety
lay was problem he could not solve
He turned and started swiftly out with
the stream hoping that somehow he
might be able to follow his companions-
to the other shore but when the water
rpse to his chin and once or twice he
almost lost his footing he knew that
safety could not be found there Death
by drowning was as sure as death by
the enemys bullets Checking his flight
and with difficulty regaining his up-
right position he succeeded in making

I his ray back into the shallower water
and then stood for moment striving
to collect his thought and decide upon
some course of action The Increasing
uproar in the camp warned him that
he had no time to waste and turning
quickly he began to try to make his
way through the water which now
only came to his waist Falling
stumbling struggling the desperate
boxer made his way onward and had
almost gained what he thought would
be safe position when suddenly he
found that the vater farther down the
stream even near the shore was be-
yond his depth With desperate effort-
he again regained his footing and then
scarcely realizing what he was doing
sought the shore and darted swiftly up
the bank He had hoped to find shel
ter in the forest hut In a moment he
found himself In the midst of band-
of men who greeted his appearance-
with shout that increased the

of the already desperate man
He gazed wildly about him and quick-

ly realized that he was in the midst of
the prisoners whom doubtless Tarle
ton or whoever was leading the at
tack hoped to release by the sudden
onslaught It suddenly dawned upon
him that these men were not armed
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Perhaps he might yet be able to force
his way through them-

A FIGHT FOR LIBERTY-
In a moment the desperate man be¬

gan to strike out in every direction
He flung the men who tried to hold
him aside as if they were boys He
forced his way steadily on now falling
and now struggling to his feet and
once more flinging his tormentors from
his back With head foremost he
plunged into the midst of a group that
tried to block his passage as a modern
halfback forces his way through an
opposing eleven Sometimes he felt as
if all the breath had left his body and
he never should breathe again Some ¬

times he fell and he thought he could
never rise again but his strong arms
and lungs stood him in good stead
now and he had almost gained the
outer edge of the company There as
he darted forward with renewed hope
two men seized him by either foot and
he was thrown heavily forward upon
his face Almost stunned by his fall
he was roused by the shouts of the
prisoners who had recovered some ¬

what from their fear now and started
swiftly after him and twisting and
kicking desperately he managed to
free himself from the grasp of the two
men before the others could approach-
and leaping once more to his feet ran
swiftly on For Ben had caught a
glimpse of a group of horses near by
and a sudden inspiration had come to
him

In a momnt he had gained them and
roughly breaking away the rope by
which onewas tethered he leaped upon
his back Behind him came the shout
Inc mob having no guards now but
without waiting to receive them Ben
struck his horse a auick blew on t> o
neck and darted swiftly forward With-
out

¬

saddle or bridle with no way of
guiding or controlling his steed except
by slapping him now on one side of the
neck and now on the other he be =an
his desperate ride through the forest
cratcnea oy tne low lying limos oi tne
trees unable to fully control his horse

I and yet urging him on at his utmost
speed he at last gained a place where
the shouts behind him became fainterI

and fainter and soon died away alto ¬

gether Still Ben Rowan kept on his
way His horse soon leaped the low
fence and gained the road but there
was no rest for him Lying low upon
his neck which he grasped with one
arm while with the other he contined to
guide him he rode on and on Faces
from the scattered cabins looked out
at him In astonishment but Ben gave
them no heed It was not long afterts time when Cowper wrote his fa ¬

mous account of Johnny Gilpins ride
But Ben Rowan hadnever heard either-
of Cowper or Gilpin and it was Ben I

Rowan ride he was interested in just
then

For two hours he urged his horse on ¬

ward and then realizing that he was
not pursued and recognizing a little
house that stood back from the road as
tho home of a friend he turned hiswary steed into the lane and from a
distance calledI aloud j

n response to his summons a man
came forth and gazing at him a mo-
ment

¬
i in astonishment said Who are
you What do you want

Im Ben Rowan thats who I am
and I want some clothes

In a moment his story was told and
Ben was fitted out to the best of his
friends ability but a sorry sight he-
w s He was so much larger than his
friend that he could scarcely move in
his clothing Weary as he was Ben
laughed goodnaturedly at his own ap ipearance and after taking a rope and
securing his horse In a safe place he
entered the house About three hours
later Tarletons men went past the
place Theyve got their own prison-
ers

¬

but they havent any of our men
said Ben when at last the procession-
had gone Im going back to see what
I can find

Once more mounting his horse this
time havingI a good bridle Ben retraced j

ihis way As he came near the camp he J

began to advance more cautiously No I

scarlet coats could be seen but soon hecaught sight of a band of men whom J

J >

he thought he recognized In response
to his hail ono man came out into the
road and Ben knw he was with friendsagain the men thewoods esllooked at them lnfo et10i as if
he could not trust his senses and thenbroke into an almost uncontrollaole ntof laughter in which the men joined

j Some of them were dressed in pieces of
j carpet through which they had cut
holes for their arms Others wore
dresses while still others had garments
illfitting and grotesque At last when
there came a lull one of the men saidIt was this wayBen All that Tarietons bapd wanted was to get back
their prisoners They scattered all of us
in short order and when some of us left
our clothes on the tank they gathered
them in too We had a sorry time of It
but the most of us have got something
to wear And you have too I see

Me Oh yes I have to hang on to
my buttons when r augh but f dent
think any of you will be troubled again

All night the stragglers kept coming
into earn many of them dressed In
garbs as strange as those Ben had first
seen and each new arrival was greeted
by renewed shouts of laughter On the
following day they rejoined Sumter
and as they were ready for the march

i Ben Rowan said That was the great
est Fourth of July yet I think Itllstick in our minds for some time

And it didI

7
TO-

IQ DOG TOP
TOP WITH LEAD

PnNClL POINT W
ci-

f CURIOUS MARKS= t
ON PAPER

EI Ti-
j TUNE

I

I

SPUN BY
I PRESSING TMt-

BUTTON

TUF1tJ2J
X

TOP i ORDINJ-
RV CORD 10P

TO BE
VHIFFD

4

HUNTING FROM ELPHANTS

A Recently Tamed Beast That Would
Stand Any Charge-

Mr H W SetonKarr In the July Cen ¬
tury tells of his experiences when AfterBig Game in Africa and India In the
latter country he hunted as the guest of

I the Maharaja of Kuch Behar Mr Karrsays
One of the first things the Maharaja did

I after our arrial was to hand to eachguest a slip of paper on which was writ ¬

ten the name of the elephant allotted to
him for shooting purposes which bore onIts back the structure known as howdab to carry the shooter and his guns
As these elephants were necessarily large
and the howdah Is high the oscillation-was much greater than if one were seat-
ed

¬

upon a plain pad upon the elephants
back or on one of the smaller elephants
which have a smoother gait We usually
therefore went to the cover or junleupon one of the beating or pad ele-
phants

¬

which afterwards during the oper ¬

ations of the day were employed in a
IOPZ line to force the rhinoceroses and
other animals out of the dense thickets

j in which they live
The howdah elephant which the Maha-raja allotted to me was named Secun

der Three years previously it was an
uncaptured wild elephant ranging at lib-
erty

¬

the jungles qf Bengal It was a fine
female between nine and ten feet Inhegnt at the shoulder with short butperfect tushes projecting a few Inches
beyond the upper lip Tnerc are otherelephants in the Maharajas stud which
have been tamed more recentlyI still It
was very gentleI and obedient and per-
fectly

¬

fearless and therefore very valu ¬

able as a shooting elephant as for ex-
ample

¬

on several occasions during thefollowing three weeks it stood without
nmcning tne cnarge of wounded buffalo
tiger and rhlnocerous thus enabling me
to take a steady shot Almost all ele ¬

phants show great fear of the Indian rhl ¬

nocerous there are few that will not turn
tail when they scent their enemy and
fewer still that will stand the crash and
short snorts that precede the charge

About breakfast time each morning theelephant told off for each guest was
brought to the neighborhood of his tent
and the howdah placed upon it resting
upon a saddle composed of co cushions-
of strong sacking about six feet by two
which rested in turn upon a large cloth
covering the whole of the elephants back
The howdahs for shooting are lightly
build of wood and cane work and con-
tain two seats and racks to hold six guns
or rifles each side All this Is
lashed on by erg passing under theelephants neck belly and tail Theweight which an eleohant is able to earnupon its back exce dsuiton for short

I distances they have been known to carry
as much as three thousand pounds but
for long marches half a ton is consdertl
the limit Many of the Maharajas ele ¬

phants had fine tusks but most tusks are jcut at regular Intervals to prevent them
from Injuring one another One or two
of the lighting elephants however had
pointedI tusks

I ODD NEW TOPS

Amusing Toys That Spin by Means-
of Springs and Strings-

BY THEODORE WATERS

Some really odd and wonderful spin ¬

ning tops are beingused thissummer-
In the toy shops and on the sidewalks

may be seen strangelooking affairs
which to put It broadlyI do all manner-
of things There are tops which draw
pictures on paper tons which hum
tunes like an aeolian harp tops shaped
like ballet girls and pirouette with as
much grace tops made to spin up and
down a riece of wire like a tlzhtrone
walker tops shaped like dos and give
a shrill shriek like a steam whisMe
when they spin tops which spin by
means of a spring when you press tn
button tops which are simply hugh
teetotums tops which have to be
roundly whipped to make them go tops
with cords attached which can be lifted
from the ground and spun In the airI
and tops if you will believe It which
are over three feet high and reeuirei
two or three men to spin them

The top which draws pictures on pa-
per Is little more than a lead pencil
run through the center of a disc of
lead It is spun between the thumb
and forefinger and as It whirls over a-

piece of white paper naturally leaves a
track wherever It goes Concentric
rings spirals Sshaped figures waving
lines there is almost no endto the fig ¬

ures it will trace or the amusement it
will afford By spinning iIt on a piece
of heavy cardboard you may pick up
the latter and by manipulating It j

cause the top to trace out original de-
signs

¬

of your own It will be quite
easy to make one of these tops out of

v

> t iI 1 iri

an old medal and a lead pencil and
then all the fun can be had withoutcost t S I

The top whichVsings like an aeolJan
I harp iscomposedof tln and looks very
muchas two small l1ells would If their1mouths were placed tdgether Through
the center Iis the axle or pivot on whichthe affair spins ad inside of the top
are several reedssuch as are used in a
mouth organ As the top spins airrushes through holes in the sides andplays on one or more of the reeds caus ¬
ing it to emit a musical note B strik ¬
ing the apex of the top as It spins vmimay chang the key of the music other
reeds being thus set in motion The
ballet girl top Is shaped like a stage
dancer without arms The dancersskirts are made of iron The rower
hem of the skirt Is perforated andthrough the holes therein the air plays
on reeds as In the top just described
The dog tops ars somewhat similar
Lne air enters notes in the sides butinstead of encountering a reed it blowsa whistle

There Is nothing very strange about ahuge teetotum but the top whichspins by means of spring Is more ip ¬
teresting This top is cut in half Thespring is concealed in the upper half
A Small post attached to th Inivo Vinlf
fits In a hole in the upper half Brpacing the two halves together anti
turning the upper part on the post you
wind up the spring Then by pressing-
on the upper end of the post vou sud-
denly

¬

release the spring and the lowerhalf of the top Is made thereby to spin
for a considerable time The top which
balances on a slack of tight wire has a
groove in the point of course Itscomposed of an Inner spinning disc and
an outer nonspinning frame work The
inner disc is set spinning by means of-
a cord The top Is then set up jon a
wire the latter fitting In the grove
The motion of the spinning disc causes

I the whole affair to balance Itself and It
can be made to slide up and down bY
holding the wire In the direction of an
inclinedl slane I

Chinamen are great kite flyers and
top spinners Their mammoth tops are
hollow like a barrel and made of very

light wood The lower part near the
point that is is heavy This lowers the

j center of gravity and enhances the
spinning quality As a matter of fact-
a top could be made as big as a house
if It was desirable The only trouble
would be the machinery required to
spin it In China it is accomplished by
means of a long cord to set It going
and a board or stick to hold It steady
at the top until it is fairly in motion
Once off however these Chinese affairs
will spin for a long time and as they
are lacquered and painted in various
colors they present a sight which wouli
cause something of a sensation if it
happened on this side of the world

Tons of Brains
Pittsburg News There are saidto

be narly 000000 tonsor naThJithis j

world The tafefue l ooIJ more like
fiction at flit One suspects that j

Richard Harding Davis or Stephen
Crane may have added a few hundred
thousand to the figures as represent-
ing the amonut of their own gray mat-
ter Butthe total Is vouched for by
one of those extraordinary dabblers in
figures who like thlsgprt of calculation

There mav be that quantity but a
good deal of It must be very shopworn-
and some of those whose brows are
bulging must have got their contents-
at

I

a bargain counter sale For instance j

take those disciplesI of the Aubrey
Beardsley cult They run so much to
convolutions thatone is pardoned for
thinking their brains may be a little

twisted like their work Then the man
who gets up the yellow kid supple-
ments

¬

The coloring matter in his head
must be some thing more lurid than
gray If It is yellow It is not firstclass
stuff and therefore does not count In
the sum total Cigarette fiends and
there are many of them probably have
just smoke wreaths Inside their skulls
but the smoke being solid counts In the
alarming total

For the 2000000 tons of brain there
are an awful lot of follies in the world
There must be a ton of foolishness to
every ounce of brain so the sum total
of folly must be almost as heavy as the
reputed weight of the world itself

c C

Greatest Nation on Earth
The Britons proudly boast that the sun

never sets on the queens dominions as if
they were special subjects of solar favor-
ItIsm

¬

writes William George Jordan on
The Greatest Nation on Earth in the

July Ladles Home Journal But it Is
equally true that there Is always sun-
shine

¬

on some part of Uncle Sams great
possessions When It Is G p m on Attoos
Island Alaska It Is 928 a m of the dayfollowing at Eastport Me If we locate
the centre of the United States calculatIng It at midway between longitude 67 ofEastport and 193 of Attoos
Island it will beogluJleon the1 126th de-gree of longitude about 2SO milesI west ofSan Francisco In the Paclfis ocean ij
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JACK LANGUORS-

i
i 1ELEBRATION

Or the Grand Duke and the Fire-
Crackers

BY GERALD BRENAN
I

I dont care if he Is a rand duke
He has spoiled my Fourth o July

And Jack Langdon shook his small
brown list after the retreating carriage
of his excellency the governor of 0

Jack Langdons father was one of the
growing number of Americans who have
taken up business in Russla He owned
the Iron works of V and was respect-
ed both hv fnrf npl nnrl nsrltathroughout tne province governed bv toe
Grand Duke Alexis Alexandrovltcli Re¬
lying on this resupect and the favor withWhich the authorities regarded him Mr1angdon had ventured to waylay tOegrartl duke on one of his morningqrtves for the purpose of asking certainprivileges The reply of the governor waspolite but none the less deeded He
said You ask my dear Monsieur Lang ¬
don that your young son be aermltteUto celebrate your national holiday theFourth of July by the letting off of cer ¬
tain toy explosives I regret to have to
Inform you that such methods of Jubila ¬
tion while common in America could notbe allowed In Russia Two years agoyour countryman Monsieur Moreland ofthe Vraisk mills requested a like favorand was reluctantlyi refused The fact is
that our laws strictly forbid the use ofexplosives In any shape or form My
good cousin the late czar enacted thelaw immediately after his father had
been slain by the nlhllsts Firecrackers
In themselves harmless would give the j

nihilists a chance to introduce dynamite
But surely protected Mr Langdon-

a tiny demonstration in honor of thebirth of a friendly nation
The grand duke raised his hand depre-

catingly
I cannot help It he said but such Is

the law Your son will have to forego
his cannon crackers I fear this Fourth
of July < j
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And then signalling to his outriders
the governor drove on leaving Mr Lang ¬

don rather annoyed and little Jack very
i angry Indeed-

II
I think Its a shame soliloquized

Jack stalking moodily away and If-
ever I get to be president of the United-
States Ill remember this to Russia It-
won t seem like a Fourth of July at all
Just think all me fellows at home are
hawing heaps of fun with firecrackers andscubs while I must be satisfied with a
few flags that dont make any noise at
allIt is proverbial that human nature ur
gently craves tile particular luxury wiiich-
ic cannot obtain and so Jack lan don
although he might have covered tOe dlstrct tor a dozen versts with stars andstripes besides making speeches andbeating drums to his hearts content was

not tiappy because the grand duke had
lnterdictdd firtcrac J

4rC JlLC Ilia Icitlml o KriiJUllaLlllllJCa Jack
retused to be consoled It was his first
Fourtn away from home and ne yearned
vtcn a mignty yearning for tne bang
bang of tne patriotically exploded cracc-
er And tne more he tnougiit It over tne
more he hated tne Kuslan government in
general and toe province ot V in par-
ticular

¬

Brooding over his rebuff Jack saun
terea along the resdssay until ne encoun-
tered

¬

the tainltlar teleque driven bytJncie
Petrouchka a neighboring peasant witn
wnom ne ned picked up some sort of ac-
quaintance

¬

lx Jack s surprise Uncle
Peiroucnka did not seem so tnendly as
usual in tact the old farmer OnlY ac-

knowledged the boys salute by a gruff
inclination ot his nead and shook his
mares rein to urge her to a faster pace

Hullo exclaimed Jack What can
be the matter with Uncle Petrouchka
This IIsnot fair day at V so ne cannot
have taken too much vodka-
I have done nothing to offend him and I
cant understand wny he snouid act like
this Hello Uncle Petrouchka what has
happened to make you so grumpy

I hut Petroucnka answering only by a
grunt whipped up his shaggy mare and
toe teleciue disappeared round a corner

III
Jacks curiosity was aroused and for

the nonce he forgot all about ihe gov-

ernors
¬

refusal of his petition At this
point the road took a sort of long loop so
as to ouch at a certain neighboring vil-
lage

¬

sb that It was possible lor Jacic by
cutting snarply acros country to ci ac
out anead or fetroucnKa lumbering
farm wagon two versts furtner on
Across country went JacK skimming tne
borders of tilt forest coo encountering no
living being until ne once more leaped
into the hard wmte roadway on tne oppo
ste side of the loot

This is a great joke on Uncle Pe
trouirnKa he cried How the old fel-
low will cross himself and wonoer to see
me here before him

Then it occurred to Jack to give the
teleque driver a surprise and stepping
into a little wood of pine and biren he
crouched down in fne grass to await Pe
troucnkas coming

But tne first wayfarers to pass along
the quiet road came from the opposite
directionthat in which Moscow lay
Peering out of his hiding place Jack
Langdon saw that these travelers were
three in number that they journeyed
afoot and that each carried upon his
back a heavy pack like that borne by
pedlers He also noticed that although
thiS three were dressed In caps and sheep ¬

skin coats like ordinary peasants their
swarthy faces presented a keen crafty
aspect

This is the grove Auton said ono
of the men as they came abreast of tho
spot where the little American lay X

remember the treesWe had bet-
ter

¬

set down the PackS and wait for our
friend the peasant

Set them down lightly then cautioned
another as he deposited his burden with
what seemed to Jack extraordinary care
on the soft grassy bank Anything like
a Jar might send us all to the blessed
land above

Where there are no czars and no gov-
ernor

¬

generals added the third with a
little laugh Then all three tot down their
packs and sat cautiously beside them

The peasant is late said the last
sppfcker after a pause I hope Michael
Dimltrovitch that you have not scared
him away

On the contrary said the man ad-
dressed

¬
I think I have scared him

hitcher I told him frankly that unless
he came the band would cut his throat
as he sleptMoreover oJ tickled his
fancy With the reward

You did not let him suspect what the
packs contain I hope asked the one
called Auton

Certainly notHe thinks we are
simply smuggling rare Swiss clocks into
V The packs loaded into his telecque
he will retun to thE fnrnhnnp Tn
morrow he has n Iccnse tohaulaloadofv-egetables

i
from the market garden of this

Yankee mill owner Langdon Into the
city He will carry the packs under his
vegetables and deposit them unsus ¬
pected In the care of our good friend
Feodor Mlehaelovltch the tavern keeper
Once in Feodors hands the rest Is easy

Michael Dimltrovitch slapped his knee
joyously-

Aha ho said It Is easy Indeed
Down the cellar stairs to Feodors-

Inn and thence through the mine to the
palace vaultsHo Ho It will be a
sad day for the grand duke the fourth
day of July Those three little boxes
of dynamite will blow the record chamber-
Into atoms All the Incriminating docu-
ments

¬

will be destroyed tnose documents
which the grand duke has spent so many
years gathering together Perhaps even
his excellency himself and a few of his

r ii

officers maybut let us hope for thebest
The other two nihilists laughed inChorus as their companion boasted of thecoming destruction of the grand dukesrecord roomwherein SQ many manu ¬scripts dangerous to the existence of theirbrotherhood were stored As for JackLangdon young as he wits he could rothelp but understand the nature of theplot which had unraveled itself beforehim and he shuddered involuntarily as heglanced at the three heavy packs whichhe now knew to contain dynamite All

r
I s

4 ie

tJ
Aha he said it is easy indeed-

his btter resentment agatnstthe grand
duke was now forgotten and burrowing
deper into the deep grass he awaited de ¬

velopments while pondering with all his
might over some means of preventing the
threatening outrage

Presently along the
IV

road came the rum ¬

I ble of Uncle Petronchkas teleaue Jack
saw the three conspirators lift up their
packs and so to meet the old peasant
The perilous boxes were loaded into
the wagon he saw money change hands
and then Uncle Petronchka drove off
toward hs farm while the three men
passed the little wood once more walk-
Ing at a Quick pace toward to north
Hardly were they out of sight than Jack
sprang to his feet and set off along the
road in the wake of Uncle Petronchka

Late that night a score of alice cur
rounded the farm house of the old farm-
er

¬

dragged him out of bed and captured
the packs of dynamite Dragged by
torchlight to the steps of a carriage near
by Petronchka was horrified to perceive
therein the Grand Duke Alexis Alexand
dorvitch seated beside his little acquaint-
ance Jack Langdon When he learned
that what he thought were packages of
smuggled clocks really contained deadly
explosives Petronchka broke flown utter ¬

ly and told the whole story jrlvins de-
scriptions

¬

of the three conspirators which
afterwards led to their capture and com-
pletely

¬

verifying the account conveyed
to the grand duko by little Jack Lung¬
don

Jack had saddled his own pony and
ridden at full gallop IntoV where he
found the governor at a brilliant ban ¬

quet The news of nihilistic conspiracy
howeer secured him an audience vith
the result that Petronchkas house was
surrounded the dynamite captured anti
the sate records saved

my little hero said the
poverror when all was over what re-
wards

¬

can I confer upon you for the
great servce you have done to Russia

Jack thoucht a moment and then an
swered First I should like poor old
Uncle Petronchka to get off and second-
ly

¬

I wart leave to explode firecrackers
on the Fourth of July

With i n amused smile the grand duke
wrote the following order and handed it
to the petitioner I

For the reason that Ivan Ivanovitch
Langdon has placed the empire under
an obligation it Is hereby rmlamed

First That the prisoner Petronchka
be remanded indefinitely In the custody
of the said Ivan Ivanovitrh

Second That the said Ivan Ivanovitch I

u
be permitted on the Fourth of July next
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DRAGGED BY TORCHLIGHT TO THE STEP OF A CARRIAGE

ensuing to explode firecrackers and squibs
in such cuantitles as he thinks nt In
honor of his native country

And thirdThat the municipality of
V be ordered to supply the said Ivan
Ivanovitch with one ton of the very best
firecrackers whish its merchants crtn
Import across the frontier at the ex-
pense

¬

of the governm-
enti under mv hand and seal

Signed ALEXIS ALEXANDRVITCH
Governor for the Czar

And so Jack Lndo spent a happy
Fourth of July after all

Our Congress
The following appropriate and keen bit

of sarcasm is from the Washington News
Letter The house of Reed met on Mon ¬

day as usual The speaker took the chair
and said to himself Mr Speaker you
will now come to order He further re¬

marked I do not believe In the efficacy
of prayer hence we widispense with the
ceremony today he stated that the
proceedings of the previous meeting
would be considered approved without
reading

The speaker then announced as there
was no unfinished business on hand and
even If there was I do not consder my-
self

¬

a quorum at thisI stage of therg
hence we will pass the order rihis eye to a cock on the lift side he

Did I hear a motion to adjourn
I should smile My hearing Is very acute
and when it comes to adjourning I am-
a quorum from quorumvllle

He put the question If I am In favor-
of adjourning I will please signify by
saying aye 1 I am opposed I dont
know myself I have it The house is
adjourned So ended the great proced

house of representativestahd nearer to the people thanfrchO branch of the government

I
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FOUGHT WITH CUSTER

Major Mathey Retired Says Reno
Was to Blame

Denver Times Major E G ateU S A retired of 1767 Vine street this
city who was with Captain Benteen In
charge ofthe pack train that Generalj Custer had under his command at the
battle of the Little Big Horn on June
25 1S76 says the recent accounts of the
battle throw discredit upon the great
gneral The newspaper accounts pub ¬

few days ago are In some In ¬

stances inaccurate according to
Major Ma they who says the life of
Custer as published by Frederick
Whitaker brevet captain of the Sixth
New York veteran cavalr shows Cus

i ten to haye been and careful
soldier Major Mather says Whltta-

iii kers publication is the best account of
the life of the Indian fighter

Major Reno In his report blameCuster but Major Mathey
blame is not where It belongsI An ex
tract from the publicationI named

ads Reno marched until he came to
the village dismounted and occupied
a timoer oottom inch completely
sheltered him and his horses GIrard
the Interpreter says corroborated by

Herndon ascout not many Indians in
sight at this time ami firing at 500 and
SOO yards So long was the range that
Charley Reynolds another scout said
No use firing at this will
have a better chance by and by An
officers present says that Reno mounted
and dismounted and then mounted
again in hot haste and made wha fig-
ures

¬

in his report as a Is
the only person I have heard call It by
that name

The surgeon present says there was
only one man wounded before Reno
abandoned the timber and his loss be¬
gun when he was making the charge-
men and horses shot from behind
Think of the charge they must have
made across the Little Horn and were
checked In their fight by Benteen run ¬

ning Into them I say running into
I them because it was mere accident-

But
I

where was Custer He moved down-
to the lower end of the lagfrom

i three tofour miles How Reno
engage the Sioux village Not more

I
I than 30 minutes What is the conclu ¬

sion That Reno was In and out of
the fight before Custer was engaged-
If further proof is wanting it is found
in the fact that Reno says in his report-
he heard Custer firing from the top of
the hill towhich he retreated-

The foregoing Is the statement of an
officer who was with the expedition-
and who examined the ground Whit
takehimself says No general can do
anything if his colonels do not support

I him no colonel can fight a cavalry reg-
iment

¬

under Uptons tactics if his bat-
talion

¬

commanders slight disobey or
even misunderstand his orders Custer
was a peculiar man He fought In a pe-
culiar

¬
way and needed to have men

under him used to his rapid energetic
style and who understoo him Did
Reno understand was he used-
to him The official record says not
He had never served under Custer in
the field nor seen an Indian fight since
the civil war

Facts furnished by a friend of Major
Reno are as follows At the time Reno
ceased his forward movement no man
had been killed or wounded but the
cloud of dust denoted an Immense num-
ber

¬

of Indians a short way off and sev ¬

eral times that number between us
and that cloud which was over the vil-
lage

¬

advancing in their peculiar man-
ner

¬

and passing to our left and rear
The command was dismounted-

the horses placed in a wood and the
men deployed on foot across tne plain

The number of Indians continued
to increase and surround us Colonel
Reno ordered us to prepare to mount
which of course ti ok every one to the
wood We were mounted as though tocharge and in an instant afterward
dismounted and I supposed we were
to fight It out there when afire opened

I from the rear through the brush
s We were ordereJ to mount I was
by rae side aColonel Reno going out
of the wood and asked if we were gOing
to charge through He said yes and
the command moved Colonel Reno in
the lead I was here separated from
he command for a time and on turn ¬

Ingtowards it saw it moving toward
up thehill The col ¬

nfsthfiahlt at close range from
all with difficulty and
followed close along the rear to the

I ford and here the confusion began
Previously the men had kept In col-
umn

¬

using their pistols When the
I ford was reached it was each man for

himself In passing up the hill beyond
the river horses and men were joined
together and some of the hindmost suf-

I
¬

I fered necessarily
Major Mathey says it can be seen

from even such smal extracts from the
I authentic the proceedings athe fatal day that Major Reno was

blame and not General Custer

What He Wanted
Cincinnati Enquirer Here Is emighty

god book said the persistent train boy
to Wi n Woman

Say look here said the baldheadedpassenger if youve got one on how to
lose em Ill buy It of you at your own
price

0Not aMere Separation
Cincinnati EnQuirer Wallace hear

that you got separated from your money
while you were at the seashor-

eHargreaiesSeparated
solute divorce Iwas aab
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