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U k VUERE WTC1CRAT REIGNS

A Boy lurdered For Every Tahltan Who Dies a NaturalI Death

Witchcraft did not perish from Amer
scan soil Uth tile 1at witch burning

1f Salem Away up in British COlum
ba vrhere the Stikine river flows too
S allow to float the flatbots of the
mlnprs of Glenora and Telegraph creek
a witch boy is killed with terrible tor
ture for every man or woman who die
a tatural death Anti this is among
Indians whom civilization has marked
fr its own Where a belle has risen to
sIt shirt waists and parasols an-

vhre the braves wear patent leather
ErlS and jewelry

FIjI civilization is of the outward a-
prrance rnd it does not reaoh the

Pl black superstitions of the Tahltan-
T TIle While the coming of the white
P1 nthe miner front the Klondike with
IdS freght to be pnckedhas brought
th omflrts of comparative wealth
and a realization of the advnntages of
uyHizHl dress food and horses it hasnt bEen exteflded to th point that
indudes morals and religion Along
these paths they have made no prog-
ress They buy and sell their wives
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TAELTAN SETTLEME AITh OiLfE OP TE BRAVES

and children they practice their heath
enish religiols rites their medicine and
iitch dances they believe in and prac
tic a very rude method of cremating

dead and worst of all they be
eve in witchcraft Every natural death

in the tribe is ncredited to witchcraft
and every bewitched Indian that
ds some poor Indian boy is barbar
ously murdered To their openair life
and the healthful climate of the Cas
sior district is due the low dooth rate
of the tribe and correspondingly
low murder rate
A WOLF EXORCISES A WITCH
In the winter of 896 an Indian wo

lay near unto death in her home
at Thhltan village and the wise men
of tile tribe decided that she had been
bewitched She belonged to the faction
of the Tahitans Imown as the Wolves
so a YoU witch doctor was called
upon to drive out witch that 1lai
crept into the mortal body of the
Kloochman The doctor came dressed
in wolfskins and made up to resemble
as nearly as possible a wolf and
two hours he danced about the couch
of the dying woman uttering horrIble
cris and making threatening gestures
calculated to drive the witch out of the
woman The witch did not appear and
as the woman was apparently worse
than the medicine mans per-
formance it of course became imine-
diately apparent to the Indian mind
that the dying Woman was possessed
The respoTisibility must be fixed so
with a howl and a leap the Wolf
doctor seized upon the 12yearold son
of a of the tribe and dragged
him to couch of the dying woman
who admitted then that was be
witched that the boy was responsible
for the blitchmentand thus she-
d ed-

11itr mother wept and pleaded for the
s life The lad declared that he
0uld not known how to go to work to

bewitch any one but what could the
mYtiler and child do against the death-
bed confession and accusation of the
bitched Kloochman The deceased
shnuld certainly know whether was
be itChed or and to whom the re
sposeibility belonged From such a
court there was no appeal

TIED UP BY THE THUMBS
A brave of the tribe his name was

Desculta here took charge of the pro-
ceedings The boy tied up the
thumbs and beaten with switches as
punishment for the witches A big
hunt was organized and set for a date
two months ahead and whule waiting
for tile finalact in the tragedy the boy
was frequently tied up and whipped
to bring him to a realizing sense of his
condition-

The mother of the doomed lad doubt
od the wisdom of the elders of the tribe
and tile justice of her boys sentence so
she journeyed to Telegraph Creek and
laid the matter before John Highland
a white merchant who is still in bust
ness there Mr Highland immediately
communicated with Supernitendent of
Indian Affairs Howell at Victoria
who sent a detective to Tahltan village
to stop th murder and secure the exe-
cutioner In those days means of corn
munication betteen letorla and the
towns in northern Clssiar were not up
to their present mark and the detec
live arrived too late The hunt oc-

curred and at a convenient spot on the
banks of the Stildne Desultas huntfiflgknife dexterUsly wielded disern-

Oweledhj the poor little Siwash and the
Fdy was slipped under the ice of the
Stiklne a river that seldom gives up
its dead

The day following the murder the de
tectie arrived on the scene A friend
of Descultas offered to help him find
the murderer and they started off on
their wlldgoose chase ThE treacherous
guide led him one soot where twen
ty feet away an Indian Woman

1 i back toward them was scraping th
snow from the spot where the murder

Jt qaS committed led him by the teepee
where Desculta was gathering his pos-
sessions together preparatory to gOing

f
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into an enforced retirement led him a
days marCh in the wrong dire tion and
then admitted that Desculta must have
escared

For two years Desculta been a
wanderer on the face of the earth liv-
Ing on what lie can kill and the roots
he can dig lie dare not mingle with
the other Indians for they would be
tray him to the authorities he dare not
trust himself with the members of his
own tribe for there is price on his
head He doubtless considers himself
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a martyr for he is the first of his peo-

ple to be persecuted for practicing
the pastimes of his tribe

ATTElIPTED WITCH MURDER
There have been other executions

among the Tahltans for the crime of
witchcraft even within a few months

In August 1SJS an Indian girl led at
Tahltan village Before her death she
confessed that she had been bewitched
and declared that little Joe Cullihan a

I 12yearold orphan who was purchased
years ago front the Coast Indians was
the boy that bewItched her Of course

I Toe denied the accusation but the girl
died and that proved her story accord
ing to the Indian belief An Indian by

I the name of Lolli took upon himself the
right to mete out fate to little Toe and
tied the boy up by the thumbs accord

I ing to the best methods of I1e tribe As
snow would not arrive for at least sixty

I days and as it would be contrary to all
precedent to order a big hunt until
there was snow on the ound and iceI

in the river the victim had a consider I

able length of time to attend to his sore
thumbs and acquire a better under
standing of the of being
an uptodate witch unknown to one
self friends

But this liUe boy had a better chance
for his life than had his predecessors in
witchcraft for the sudden rush of gold
seekers toward the Canadian Klondlke
had landed within twenty miles of little
Toes home fUlly 4000 civilized gold
seekers 200 CanaditLn soldIers and a fine
body of provincial police under the
command of W H Bullock Yebster
and the matter comIng to tile

of the latter the murder was pre
vented Mr Webster sent after the
parties concerned in the affair His
officers brought back little Joe but not

j r >

his selfappointed executioner but an
Indian runner for a monetary consid-
eration found Loll and brought him
into camp accompanied by leading Ty
cog of the tribe Loll was arraigned
before Magistrate Webster at Telegraph Creek Aug 18 1898 The ser
vices of an interpreter were secured
and under the influence of proper ques
tioning Lout deposed as follows
LOLLIS BELIEF IN WITCHCRAFT

My name is Loll am Tahltan In
dma have declared for hunt at which
Toe Cullillan is to be disemboweled by
me and his body sunk in Stiltine for
having bewitched a girl in our tribe I
believe in witchcraft My tribe has al
ways believed in witchcraft and exe
cuted witches I do not know it is
wrong I believe It is right

Magistrate Webster of Vancouver B
C gave Lolli a lecture on tile enormity
of the crime he was about to commit
He also gave him ninety days in jail
at Telegraph creek in which to con-
sider the main points in the lecture

Rev B Appleyard of the Church of
England who is now in winter quarters
at Port Essington B C then came for
ward and asked the chief of the Twhl
tans tO give him charge of Little Joe
for five years that he might be edu
cated Lollis rate had so frightened
the old Tyee that he evidently feared
the day of judgment was at hand for
placing one hand on the head of the
missionary and the other on that of
Little Toe lIe sealed Joe to the min-
ister for a period of five years

Joe the witch dressed in his first
suit of American clothes and first pair
of shoes is absorbing knowledge and
government food at the Indian school
at Metlakatla B C Loll the witch
executioner of this day and age will
be out of jail this month unrepentant
but resolved to move hereafter in more
mysterious ways Ills executions to per
form

COFFINS OF TIN AND ZINC
On the summit of the mountain that

rises back of Telegraph creek there is a
burial ground of the Tahltans that is a
curiosity to all the white pilgrims who
go over Telegraph trail The rays
of the setting sun fall upon the burial
ground of the savages and the graves
of the Tahltans reflect the sunlight
upon the town of Telegraph for an
hour later than the town could other
wise expect the suns light Every
grave is above groundfrom five to
twenty feet above groundand the cof
fin is Of tin zinc or painted wood

The older inhabitants believe in cre-
mation and when the time comes to
bury a corpse they take the remains to
the graveyard lay the body upon a fu
neral pyre and ignite the pitchY wood
When the body is destroyed they gather
up the remnants of the bones of tile
cremated together with a handful of
mixed ashes and deposit them in a
trunk purchased for the occasion
whereupon the trunk is erected upon
a pole as high as the deceased Indians
standing in the tribe To the ceremony
come all the Indians in the vicinity no
matter to what tribe they may belong
Into the trunk with the ashes are
placed new blankets new guns and val-
uable articles of all kinds everything
new It may seem strange to see anenemy of the dead Indian deposit a
new gun and new blanket in the trunkbut there is method in his madness
for the next of kin of the dead man
must return the gun and blanket ten
fold at the next

ARE GREAT GIvERS
Potlatch means to gIve An In

dian ranks highest in his iirtbe according to the amount of wealth he hasgiven away The Indian takes literally to himself the teXt to the effect
that it is more blessed to give than to
receive and tile happiest day of his life
is when he can call nfl the IndIans to
gether and give away everything hepossesses down to the clothes lIe standsin The Tahitan who has never given a
potlatch is buried but a few feet above
the ground He who has given most
potlatches of his tribe is the RiasTyee or big chief and his tin trunk
is thrust closer to the sIdes than are
those of his brethren

While excavating for an addition to
the local jail at Telegraph Creek dur-
Ing the past summer the workmen un
earthed coffins of some of the youngei
and more civilized Tahltans who didnot believe in cremation yet the factthat they even were possessed of some
superstitions was proved by finding in
the abdominal cavity of each skeleton aquart bottle of some white liquid while
in the grinning jaws of each skull a
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pipe was placed with package of to
bacco lying near

The Tahltans have lived not more
than a generation at Tal1ltan village A
few years ago their tents extended
west nearly to Glenora and frequent
were their disagreements with the
Shake Indians whose reservation joins
the townslte of Glenota Finally the
Tallitans grew tired of continual trou
ble and sent word to the
Father at Victoria that they wished
him to come to them and allot them a
reservatIon Offi ers were sent to sur-
vey and allot the reservation but old
Chief hakes was too smart for both
white man and Indian His men
brought him the news that the sur j

veyors were approaching and jump-
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lag on his pony he hastened to tile
Tahltan camp With apparent fri nd-
liness he told the Tahltans that officers
were coming up the riyr to arrest
them and tale them to Victoria where
they would be cast into jall for wrong
doing and advised them to fly to the
woodswhich theY did Ihen Chief
Shakes returned to his camp met the
white men represented himself and his
tribe as the intended ben ficiaries of
the governments land potlatch and
actually succeeded in securing the
Tahltan reservation which lie had
added to his own Then when the
frightened Tahitans came in from their
hiding places old Shakes drove them
twenty miles beyond his possessions
where they have remained to this day

As a result of association with their
white brethren as the years roll by
the complexion of the Tahltan Indian
grows lighter and their desire to live
in town becomes greater Time and
white blood will doubtless eradicate
their belief in witches and to tllese
factors the authorities at the head of
Indian affairs in British Columbia
seems content to leave the education
of the Tahltans-
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WOULD PLEASE MINERS

Unique Form of Christmas Church
Entertainnnt

The Christmas Klondike supplies a
longfelt want in the church sociable
and fair market and if you happen to
be planning a holiday entertainment
for the benefit of your church a Klan
dike should be included in the pro
gramme-

It is easily managed and only re
quires a few bushels of sand a few
quarts of nuts a roll of cotton batting
gold and silver tinsel paper and t1e
inevitable prize The total cost of pre
paring it is perhaps less than 4 tnd-
an Indefinite number of dollars should
be the leasing result

Choose a corner of the room or hall
where the fair is held decorate it
abundantly with green things holly
and mistletoe all agrowinga few
small evergreentreh are ideal for the
background at the base of the trees
heap up two or three feet high a bank
of sand with gold and silver tinsel
and bits of cotton batting to represent
now decorate the trees and if the
fair comes off in the evening introduce
electric lights if possible among the
branches of the trees

The Klondilee now needs only its nt-
tie nuggets of goldnuts gilded with
cheap gold paintlarge hickory of
English walnuts are bet These are
to be buried in the sand about six Or
eight inches below the surface Tlld
prize must be of real value and cost at
least 2 something in sterling silver
of a small piece of cut glass

The one in charge of the Klondike Is
provided with a memorandum book
and pencil in order to keep a record
of the gold dug up she i also the cus-
todian of the prize which must be dis-
played Anyone is allowed the privi
lege of digging for gold that is nuts
upon the payment of 5 cents which en-
titles one to as many digs a small
shovel or trowel being provided for the
purpose A record is kept of the num
ber of nuts dug up by each one and
at the end of the evening the one who
has the greatest number to her credit
is the winner of the prize From time
to time the nuts are replaced in the
sand and of course any one can have
as many opportunities of hunting for
them as he chooses upon the payment
of5 cents Altogetl1 < n excit-
ingI and amusingfiTt minrnent

Another novel feature which is cer
I tain to interest the children is as easily
prepared as a Xlondikeyou can call
it anything you like possibly offer a
prize to the one who will suggint a
suitable name A bright new tin pan
of mammoth proportions is the first
requisite fill it with little things which
please children dolls toys etc Wrap
each one securely and tie the package
CoveT the pan lvith smooth white pa
per pasting it over the edge which is
concealed by a band of ribbon With a
pencil mark off as many threecornered
pieces as there are packages within
numbering each one Each package
by the way is also numbered The
child pays 5 cents chooseS a number
and his name is written against it and
when the numbers are all sold the pa-
per is cut one number at a time and
the gifts distributed

A ttasterhil l Tactician

Mrs FrostYhat
Judge

you lowdown Ul

bred apology for a Darwinian specimen
of manhood do you dare have the hardihood jtnd suicidal temerity to talk backto ene who

Sly SlocumNo lady Even to me dullcomprellension do overpowerin sense uvyour forensIc superIority culture re
tinement generosity an last hut notleast beauty chokes off any uncompl-
imentary or derogatory remarks wotmight

Mrs FrostNow youre talkIng sense
What will you eat >

Hewlett Bras Three Crown Spices
are now put up in handsome litho
graphed pepper box cans If you
want goods that are absolutely PurSe
and of the Best Quality you get them
in this brand

URTTS SEVEN BREVETS

Cadet at Twenty wo and a rlajor General at Twenty
seven I

s von brevets and romotiom all
for gallant and meritorious service in
the field all won in the space of two
years is the unique record established
by Iajor General Wesley Merritt SOon
to be in all probability the United
States military governor in the Philip
pines Six times he was rewarded thus
for bravery in particular engagements
and once for ills service during an en
tire campaign In 1860 at the age of
22 he graduated from West Point He
emerged from the war a major general
at 27

It was in the bstttle of Beverly Ford
that Merritt made his mark says
General T F ROdenbaugh who served
with him through most of the rebel
lion He set it high up too for in
that one day he jumped from the rank
of captain acting as colonel to the p0-
sitidn of brigadier general and the
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OP MERRITT TAXEN DURING TB CIVIL
WA

I

command of the regular brigade famil-
iarly known as the Old Guard

In the spring of 1S63 the Union cay
aIry which had been spilt upinto small
divisions during the earlier part of the
war was reorganized and General
Pl hsdfttofl wis nui chief of cayalry
of the army of the Potomac Merrtt
was assigned to the Second cavalry
with the rank of captain General
Pleasanton had said that as soon as he
found men of the right mettle he de
Sired to have some of the younger of-

ficers promoted to be brigadiers Most
of the officers hOlding that rank were
oldtimers who had perhaps lost
some of tile force and vigor essential
to a successful cavalry leader Pleasan
ton relied upon the first big engage-
ment to show him the men he needed

At the beginning of Tune it was re
ported that Lee was getting ready to
move north and a force of ten thou
sand cavalry was sent out to see if they
could locate any large bodies of con
federate troops with a view to deter
mining the truth of this report In the
course of our ex edition we ran into
some twelve thousand confederate cay
aIry under Teb Stuart not fm from
Culpepper Fording the Rappahannock-
in the early morning we attacked the
rebels in camD-

l1ERRITT AT BEVERLY FORD
The ensuing engagement known as

the battle of Beverly Ford is recog
nized by military writers as the most
conspicuous cavalry engagement of the
war Tile numbers on each side were
nearly equal the ground was favorable
for mounted operations and tile fight
ing lasted all day frQm 5 in the
morning until nearly 7 at night

Merritt and I being in the same
command I remember his course in
this battle well For a time we were
exOsed to the attentions of a rebel
battery and got a good share of their
fire which of course we could not re I

I turn Merritt rode up and down say
ing nothing but evidently chafing at
being unable to get into the fight
When the shells got to falling too close
he would sto and shift the position
of his men a little careful as he al
ways was not to sacrifice them un
necessarily After what seemed a
mighty long time the order came to
advance against the enemy With a
cheer the dashed down the
hill Merritt at its head At the bottom
of the shone was a ravine and beyond
tIlls ravine a regiment of the enemy
was waiting for us To cross the gulch
it was necessary to reduce our front
but not a moment was lost and we
went dashing pollmel sabers in hand
against the enemy The shock of the
charge carried us in among the rebels

were thrown into confusion and
the two commands were pretty wen
mixed up Then it became a fight of
saber bows and pistol shots while
every moment tile dust and smokq and
the steam from the horses made it
more difficult to see what was going
on about one-

FIGHTING SABER TO sABER
Fifteen minutes before Merritt had

been the careful commander looking
out for his men but now all his fight
ing blood was up and he cut and
slashed with the best of his followers
He had just emptied Ills revolver when
he saw a rebel officer riding at one of
his men Merritt rushed forward
bringing his saber to point and catted
out Colonel you are my prisoner

The only answer he got was a slash-
ing swin at his head from the confed-
erates sKber Merritt parried the blow
and started in to make it warm for that I

officer but Lieutenant Quirk the only
one of his own men near him seeing I

that they had become separated from
the rest of the command and were sur-
rounded by rebels fairly dragged the
captain away The confederates saw
the chance to capture a couple of Union
officers and began yelling to them to
surrender at the same time sending a
shower of pistol shots around their
heads But the two plucky youngsters
had no intention of becoming prisoners
and they cut their way through the
crowd that surrounded them and got
baclzto their own command Merritt
lost his hat knocked off by a saber
blow but that was all the damage he
suffered He afterwards believed that
the confederate officer with whom he-

r

r
r J b t r

had the encounter was Colonel later
general WadeHampton

WIN GLORY TOGETHER
There were two young officers on

the Union side who won great glory
that day They were Merritt and Cue
ter both of whom were immediately
afterwards made brigadier generals
Better than all else Merritt won the
warm commendation of his old com-
mander the gallant Buford of whom
Ile afterward wrote

His slightest praise was more val-
ued by his officers than a brevet from
the war department

I remember well when Merritts un
expected promotion came We were
marching north through Virginia and
had stopped to give tile horses and men
a short rCst when a messenger rode up
and handed Merritt an envelope con-
taining his commission as brigadier
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regiment

who

The division at that time was in charge
of Major Starr an old officer who had
been in the service when Merritt was
born Merritt was marching with his
regiment but of course his promotion
put him in charge of the brigade He

I iode up to Major Starr who was sit
ting on a fence and showed the order
to him Starat once slipped down off
the fence and saluted Aftdr a few
words of further conversation Merritt
rode to the head of the column and
Starwent back to his own regiment
Then we went on and until we
into camp that night not one man in
ten knew that there had been a change
in the command That was character
istic of Merritt His promotion was a
big jump for a boy like him but he
did not parade his newwon honor
He simply went ahead and took up the
duties of the place for which he had
prepared himself thoroughly before
hand although he couldnt have antici-
pated that he would be called upon to
perform them so soon It used to be
said that Merritt knew exactly the du
ties and requIrements of every position
from that of commanderinchief down
to orderly and I believe that it was
true

KEPT LONGSTREET BUSY
At the battle of Gettysburg his next

big fight Merritt performed a service
which was not fully appreciated until
later His command got into the fight
on the third day the dify of Pieketts
charge and engaged the extreme con
federate left near Round Top He was
facing a superior force but he kept
it so bus that when Lee sent word to
Longstret to move forward and back
up Picket Longstreet replied that the

cavalry were giving him all he
he could attend to and that he was un-
able to help Pickett Considering the
mighty reults that hung on salchances that day it is difficult to say
how great Merritts service to his coun I

try on this occasion really was It did
not go unrewarded for Merritt was
breveted major from July 1 1863 for
gallant and meritorous conduct

On the ay 1864 Sheridan
was only sixmiles from Richmond
when he was oppose by Stuarts cav-
alry The later that tile
safety of capital wasat stake
and fought like demons Sheridan
usually knew how his battles weecoming out but he was anxIous on
that day and for a time tile issue hung
in the balance Then a great cheer rOSe
on the left of the Union line and Mer
rltts and Wilsons divisions dashed
forward in a saber charge that sweet
the confederates off the field and car-
ried the day for little Fhil That ac
lion made Merritt a brevet lieutenant
colonel
MRRITTS FOURTH PROMOTION

Merritts fourth distingished reward
was won in the Howe Shop
seventeen days later Greggs
and the brigades of Torbert and Mer-
ritt were opposed by the enemy from
a strongly entrenched posifon Mount-
ed troos could not dislodge but
tile cavalrymen held theIr qwn in face
of a galling fire until usters men
who had been hastily dinounted came
up with band playingzLnd colors fly-

ing 1That music and the yell which al
ways identified Custers men was like
an electric shock to us says one of
Merritts officers and we went for
ward over the rebel works as though
carried on a wave The general was
in front among the Tohnnies yelling
with the best of us We were all de
lighted when he was breveted colonel
for his work on that day

It was only a year from the time
when Merritt was assigned to duty aa line officer with the cavalry of the
army of the Potomac and already his
gallant and meritorious conduct had

been rewarded four times from Wash
ington During the folowing yeahe
added three more to lst brevets
SENT THE ENEMY WHIRLING AT

WINCHESTER
When the battle of Winchester was

begun Merritt was six miles away fan
ing Brecklnridges column He fol
lowed Breckrinridge into the fight al
though he knew nothing of the state
of the battle or whether he might not
have to face the whole confederate
force He fell upon the rebel line with

iij f

a rush breaking it driving the cvalrback through the infantry lnein the wards of Sheridans sent tthe enemy whirling through Winceter For his service in
and at Fishers Hill one month later

Merritt becae a brevet major geneof volunteers Oct 19 364
In the following sPring occurred the

battle of Five Forks In which Merrittand Fithugh Lee fought on opposing
sides of the fiercest fghtng or
the whole war occurred here adoral Merritt was in the of ItHis cavalry command distinguished
self by its gallant work on ground as-
unsuitable for the operations of mount
ed troos as any that could well be s
lected I charged trough woods and
of
other eahworks carried

cptured 3 btter 1
fore It Merritts bravery was again re-
warded this time by a brigadier general
in the United States army dating front 4

March 13 186
AT THE SURRENDER OF LEE

In the days succeeding this cnfctMerritts commald was in amost <
collision forces of enemy
down to the 9th of April when Lee sur
rendered the remnant of his defeatedarmy General Merritt was one
present at that memorable conference in-
McLeans

J

house which marked the r

tical end of the attempt to 1re
Union lIe received the exceptional honor
of a brevet major generalcy U S A
for gallant and meritorious services dur-

ing tne campaign ending with the sur-
render oL the army of Northern Vir
glnia This was one of the rare in

I stances in which a division commander
was rewarded for serice durlngan
entire campag At same tme he
was appoIne

rnk
a
from

major gener vo-
lunteer close the war says Gen
erl Rodenbough Merritt was regrdeby most of those who had srel wihhim as the general officer excelencHe was young and p
tality of youth Trained in the school-
of the gallant Buford he was M dashinga cavalrman aever drew a sal r ye-
as coolheaded as Stierinan
himself a man of heathy instincts jolly
and companionable strict as dis-
clplinariaa as ever buckled swordbelt
about his waist He was a good ljghxer
and a good leader if one may accept the
judgment of that best of courts the opin-
Ion of his own men lie was always pop-
ular with them To my mind there is no
better example of the capable AmerCduI officer than Merrit He rreentshigh conseIatsm Washing
tons has made our getg-enerals successful in

as well as on the battlefieldsitons
ENJOYS CARD PLAYING

In connection with General Meritsreputation as a discplnaan a charctrist1o incident an ofcerwho served under him after the
when he was colonel commanding the
post at St Louis

Colonel to enjoy aMerit use frendly game of cas this oUlerone night quarters we st to alate hour playing As a result I over
slept the following morning and was not
on had for the daly lSpeton ur
course I was fur and
asked to give a reon for my nonap-
pearance Ti-nkng I hau a pretty
god boldly

I was sitting up IRt night playing
cads with the commanding officer

dIdnt move an eyeahor a
muscle as he answer brsquel

No excuse
I had to take my dose of medicine

whIch was the usual one ot detention inquarters But that night Merritt cearound again for another game of carSuch an officer commands a
rniratloa and respect

General Rodenbough expresses the be
Ilef that Merritt was the most trusted of
Sheridans division commanders and thh
opinion seems to be borne out by the
following rmak which Sherda is sadto
aadoah

have
campaign

the courof Sen
I have one divIsion commader who is

always equal to any tak can ipoeupon him lat is Met Otherjust as wel fttel for-
certain kinds of work but Slto be able to cope with any emergency-
He has the genius of clulaton and can
get himself out of a dwell
as he can put the enemy into oleSince the time when thee words were
uttered General Merritt has justified the
opinion which Sheridan pronountP He
has been equal to ever tler it-
involved the rebel pitonsthe trailing of Indian reneHIleg with an army of insu-
rgent and it is this record which

his succs in the aug
of military governor of the PhilippInes
to wle probably he will soon be asigne

a = c

I SCALPED AS AN ENCORE

I
Unique Mtod of Choosing Fist

Names For Black
I Harpers Baar-
I

Yougte
I Now this mater of being scalped by
the Indians said the young man front
the west who was striving to please
is really not s serious as you might

suppose I was myself once scalped by-

a large and experienced Sioux chief
tain still you see here I am

Do telus about it said the earnest
young woman with a weakness for im-
proving her mind

Well it was several yeas ago and I
was living in a lttle Wyoming towthe extreme civilization The
Indians had been in a state of mind for
some time and had ben ghostdancing-
and carryinon generaly A few of
us young giving an
amateur theatrical entertainment on
the night of the uprising and

No wonder they rose interptethe experienced man
But they werent in the audenceyou know explained the

the west One man who was though
went home and that night had the
most distressing dream of his whole
life so he said

He dreamed about the India I
suppose returned the earnest young
woman

No dreamed he went to our per-
formance again Well we ha just
rung down the curtainr down
somehow you know aamateur cur-
tain always stIckswhen the savage
came up whooping like sixty At firwe thought it was applause and we
warped up that pestiferous old curtaagain and prepared to repeat
ing tableau When the audience saw
it they just stampededpreferred ting their chances outside with the
dians you see Well they got out and
by this time we saw what was up so
we rushed out a side door too Some
how the others were better runners
than I was anti I found myself the
last to go tearing across the open space
which lay between the school house
where we were and the main part of
the town Old Chief ManAfraidof-
DrinkingWater was close behind me
Suddenly I stumbled and fell That
noble old savage whipped out his scalp-
ing knife and scalped me as I lay there-
on my face He straightened up and
gave a hideous yell of triumph I got
up and says I Now that youve got
what you wanted go way and stop
making a fuss Do you know I was
so cool about it that it completely flab-
bergasted those heathens and they
went off When they got it into their-
benighted intellects a month or two
later that I had been cast for a old
mans part in the play and was wear

I
tug a wig they were the maddest band
of bravewest of the Missouri river

o

As She Understood ItJudge
Mr Harx after reading letter from

son at colegeJohn says hes a quarter-
back

Mrs HarixWaal sed him tW
quartean let him pay cant af

I hey him in debt fer t sake uv-
a small sum like thet

Hope Onr Hope Ever
Puck

hope
He pledingAt least you will let me

She I will always
you sofyYes let

o


