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®  DME STRAET s Y cast, Man®,

Billn remuins u prisoner wilhin
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!'we shall be Lroken firset
ihet woman. JWould

him underneath the tower, 1,
& T Raemast

o
undier the nine trees ot ook Routn'”

CoPmnT Se O 8 Rk,

EYNOPSIS OF PRECEDING CHAP-
TERS,

William, slxth Earl of Douglus, in
cvoRing his estates, chances upon a
beputifal gdy, one of the retinue of
it French ambissador, who ld on his
Wwur to Bdinbuegh, The young earl
dusza hils heart to the falr ledy, and, on
thie folnt of fmmlslag to go with her
i the court of the Scottish king, he'ls
forpib.y chrried awny, undar cover of &
heavy glorm, by Malise McKim, the
Dauglos armorer, and Abbott Wiitinm
Douglax, who think the indy o witch.
Un the followir.e Gay. ut tho greal re-
views of D40 Douglns reisiners, the
oi It ronin mests the Lady Syiilla, and
#l onee makex her the Quesn of
Peauty. Sholto McKim, son of the ar-
morer, distiogutshes himesif In arch-
ory, and B male captain of the castle
guard. ‘Sholto falls In love with Maud
Linoesty, mald of honor to tho carl's
gistor, and, on the frst night of hia
sowardship, proves  hiso velor by
wounding 2 huge animal which has
Tie pext
the Fronch ambessndor le suspl-
ifl;” but. Loy Svbilla, accom-
the thr Douglos couslng,
& AwayY o wimess the gecontl '!'—'—5”'
2y In the precincis of the cusile
i Thrieve, wiuning on the vway the
coevaled promidse from Wit to' de-
conpnny her o Edinhurch. 1
archwer gonyids proteect the
wound o servant F ke P
gdor and keep Mand Linde-
hatge bmprisonsd by o
Om the chird doay the Doug
s niso the F

frightenad the young ladles,
dav

Maared
il 13 the
his

playinlly bids farew
oid and

¢y RAypenses

Slr Alexan-

rdin.  of the
lmm  Crighton,
of the realm, & hal de

amnbassador of begin
apslust  the sar of Dougins,
e Md of Lady Hlm. thoe

Willinm., with & small
ng Shoita

rajul
deeper into ove
L OVveroomes

- eonltdence
in her

bty ur

oong King of Scot-
it the eonr: in, the hope of
& his lnds 1on The £ and
ro Dougles bro 8 (EcDID
‘e -the king can

¥
o to gEot the sus]
and his wher., chargsd wirh treason.
are arresied and put in dungeons,

CHAPTER EXXXIV.
PETTATED WITH A KISS,
r piir) and his Brother wers Inear-
a4 In the lower chamb tha
. called David's which
in opli¢r eastward from the

r of

towa

binguetinge hiall, following the line of

bl

the
b, in A preciplee 2o Btesp thu
T Wits to be thodght ot and this,

full avwny wwand

no

w of tha shamber was large and
ensily, according to the French

y that you permit “my soung
Eir Shdilo Mpokim, o aeaanm-
¥ ¢.,” =ald the carl o the
ronducted them. 16 Lhar

no  orders concerning hifm*
ruidly, vat, neveriheioss,

waAs bare. save

a

e o the awidl, at
looked with n

4 Ke wmiie 1 L.
“Sight ap s sl be; "they had
need of religlon in this house of

Windov

. was the clilef defenss, for the |

o enter afier the earl |

chler,
4 smurr of rain drifted over from the
sdses of Pentland, which mystly passed

high
H ed, as It were, on the Castle Rock
nnd the hill of Calton. :

The three young men were still sllent-
Iy looking out, when suddenly from the
darkness undesrnenth there came a low

upon the rope.
“Go back, I command  you,

Then Shilto, well-nigh frantie w
-tt;_'e&h#-'-mdnw and leaned oui, grPPINg
. Mhey will not leave the ecastle,” he |
Whishered loud as he dured, “the
esrl will nut escaps while the Lady Sy-

below, which made Sholto start,
and ==t wpon

: 10 God T led sinin
her 8t the first. Tell the earl that if he
will not eome to thess thut woalt for
Mallge
MucKim, will come and feteh him Hks
child in my arms, even as I did from

And as he spoke the strain of the rope
and its swaying over the window-sill
prociaimed that the mighty form of the
muster-armorer was even lhen on it
~|way upward toward the dungeon of his

The earl went to the window a&nd
1ed’ | Jooked down. He could just dlscern 3in-
above, but whoss lower fringbe lise darkiy beneath him, setting his
feet into the rock crevices and sulling

Mallse
Am1™ he sald; "go back Instant-

THE LION AT BAY.

the king =nd his ministers,

mukia,

The morning had broken broad and
clear from the east when' the door of
the prison house was opened, and a sen-
eechal appeared, He saluted the broth-
ers #nd In a shaking volce summaoned
them tocome forth and be tried for the
niiensts of treason.and reballion agalnst

SWem of Donirlas wavaed o hand to
him, but answerad nothing to the sum-
Hy wasted no words upsn ang
who meraly did a8 ‘be was bidden. Al
night the brothers had sat looking out
in the eity humming sleeplessly  be-
neath them till the ght slowly daiwvned

| & procurator of the gity
| resd w long mont,

the earl, of

ong
wun, rebelllon and manifest op

sald: “and now, Earl Dougias, w

answer hnve you to these thi
“Tioes it matier at

swer2” gsked the enrl, nucoinetly,

make youn
your dangor, i y
yet” said Willlam Douglas,

nocused.

| An phrase detull of ﬁ&"?&'@w@ﬁ?
phrage and detull of legalll

Pression,
When he had finished, the chan mﬁﬁ

ngn?
all what I 4n-

“I do not bandy words with you,”
emid the chaneeilor, “l order you fto
sleading, or stand within

gravels, “words pre all that you dars
biindy with me Even it I hed honored
you by lsying aside my dignities amnd
consented to break a lande with you,
yau would fefuse to afford me trial by
battle, which 15 the right of every peer

L i

‘At chstle Thrieve yoi persuaded
¥ .I&l_énw--you ta Crichton and siterward
0 Edinburgh, knowing
ITon him to his death”

It i true!™ sald the girl, with a
m like one speaking out of the grave

“You hoat, Wikllzm of Douglas?" saiil
the mmarahal. ] Ca

“And at eustle Crichion you played
the play to the end With falas, cozen-
ing words you decelved him. You led
him oo with love on your lips, and bate
In' your heart. You kissed him with
the Juidne kisgd, You 16d hi= woul eup-
tive to death by the drawing of your
' | Eyes?’ _ i

In a voles that could hardiy be heard
the girl replied, her whols Sgure fixed
and turhed te stone by the Intensity of
Rér tormentor’s gase:

“T did these things! I am pocursed!”

The ambassador turned with a flect-
Ing tumph.

voles,

“Ware window,” It suld, “stand back
there dbove

To Sholto the words sounded curl-

ously familifar, and almost without
thinking what he dld he seized the
enr] and his brother and drageed them
aWry from the open speoe of the 1ai-
ﬂ;’:cﬁ!\'ﬁ'hlch opened Into the summet’s
aight.

"“Ware window," came again the cau-
tipus veleo from far below. Sholto
heéard the whistle and spat of an armow
againet the wall without It must haove
fallen again, for the voice came & third
e “Ware window." £

And on this pocasion the archer was
snceessful, guided = doubtless by the
faint ‘Himinption of the lantern the
guard had hung on a nall in the wall,
and whose fMeker would outline the
Inttice ngainst the darkness of the wall,

An arrow entered with & goft hiss. Tt
was o common archer’s arrow. A cord
wes fastened about (f and o note stuck
in the slit along with the feather.

“It A= my Dbrother Laurence,” whis-
pered Shoito. “1 warrant he Is  be-
neath with a rope and a possa of siput
fellows, We =hall sscap= them yet.”
| Bpy even us he raised the jatier to

read 4t by the faint Diue flicker of the

innlerh. there came a ory of paln from |
within the castle. i was a woman's
voled ‘that opyied, and at the sound of
plaading specch in some chamber above |
them, Wiliom Douglas sturted to #.ls |
Teet
The words were elear enough, but in l
& language not understood by Sholto |
Mackim. They seemad intelligible |
enough, however, to the carl. |

“I knew it” he cried, “the false
hounds have Imprisoned hee alse, It is
| Byhilfa’s vales. God In heaven! they
are torturing lest"

ie an to the door and shook it ve-
hemestly,
o, ‘without there!™ he oried Impoer-
| Sonely, as In his own onstio.of Thrieve,

But no ote pald any attention to his
shouts, and presently the woman's
died down to a slow sobbing,
ch was guite audible in: the room

hottedith, avhotre ‘the thres young men
listzriod,
“Whnt did you say?' asked David

rsently of his brother, who still etood
ing with his ear to the door.

enr] Iirst made o gesture com-
minding. stlence, and then hearing
notillng ‘more, he came slowly over o
the swindow. “1t s the Lady Sybilla”
|1nr sald, In ‘o volee whioh reveilod his
desp emotinn. *'She said in the French
langoage: ‘You =hall not do it. You

Afeznwhile Sholto, knowing that them
wiy no thme to dose, had been drawing
in the coril, whiclr presently thickened

et }'1]

Hre

a2 )

e

“WILLIATL DOUGLAS STOOD WITH HIS EAND ON HIS SROTHER'S SHOULDER.”

intoa rope thick enough o support the

ght of a lght and esctive youth,|ly! 1 have made up my mind. I will
suth s any of the three young men | ot escase from the castle of JHdin-
lmprisoned in David's tower, | birgh 1218 night.”

Put ths sound of the woman's tenrs| Bot Sallse answered not & word,
had thrown the earl into anexcllement | enly sulled more d=spevately oo the
=0 great that he hammered on  the | ripe, till the sound of his  iaborng
ereat bolt-stodded door with his bure | breath and grasping palms coujd  be

wnched hands, and ercfed aicod to the
ehanedilor gnd dvingslon, commanding
iheam 1o open to him, His calinneas
spemed wholly brofen up.

Mennwhiie Sholta, his whaole soul bent
upon the cord which gave ithem o
chance of saving the e of thair mos-
1=, hod demwn thirly. yvards of stout
= into the roum.. He fixed it by o
doabie knot firsd 1o & stout ring, whh:n|
wiwd et fnto the well &nd aficrwards
o the massive hendle pf \the door It-
salf.

“Now, my lord,” e whikpered, a5 he
inished, “be pleassd to ga first. COuor
i = benedath and In the shakiug of
s tail we shall be in the midet of |
thirm."
| The earl held up kis hand., with the
lguick, fmperative motlon he used to
commuand silence. The souend of the
| yman's volce cume sgoin fram above;

ber.
The e leaned out
“Malise” he sala,

calm and

yourblood on my hands You have beon
& good and falthiul servant to
House, But, by ithe oath of & Douglas,

the rede, and
Sleces benouth.”
The master-prmorer

stopped—mnot

B stroke of his master's dirk should de-
siroy thelr wellsarmnged mode of es-
ChUeE,

=0, Willam, my loed, heay me!™" he
saidG, In a gaspling voles, stll hanging
perllgusly betwesn erth and hebven.
“If i have lndecd Deed o [althliul sor-
vant, T beseech you come with me, for
the -smkce 05 the house of Douglhs knd

o iile iy, ik it of your mother, \\I\i-m.'_u.ud hionae't

.[ \;. 3 ’,t,'ﬁmﬂ‘:a:::’ﬂ‘ 1;15-::: and .:m:'.h?:t ‘G0 down, Malise Mackim,"” sald ibe
lones lower, thit scemed Lroken swith | €051 more gently, “and 1 will speak
''gobs and Inmeniations., With you at this tope's foOL"

At first Willium Douglas did not ap- | b";"\' very unwillingly, Malise went
penr 0 comprelend the meaning nf | PSSR, n g : Ty
Stolto's \t'nl"_‘s]': Lelng so bent on his lis- | - NoW," safd the earl, “harken—thls

will T do, and no other. T will gi.08

st Whe vouns  captain
Bt when tHe young captain here and abide that which shall beiol)

teard from side to side of the chim-
clear,
“you see this Ralte 1 would not have
AL
If you come one oot further, 1 will ¢uc

you snull be dasbed in

with fear of death upon him, but lest

v weni o tho
aid Lient bl

gunrd aguin reminded him thai
i d | L1 4

e, B g the will of Ged. X aml boluni

ke sobbesl nioud, Witha q
pokse, swartling ¢+nonzh in thas

« B ower Lo
His haud ugpon Lia
da siient, They will think that we |
are alrald™ .

The boyv stiiled Wimself Instantiy al
word and looked up ail his brothsp
ith o pale sort of smile,

o, Willdarn, I am oot afrald, and If,
g, we must dis, L will not disgrace
yi: Be never nfreld of that. Yei 1
ilistght on our mother's Toneliness, She
will misg me sare, for slie feethed nng
Pplead with me not to come, Feu 1 would

pol lleten to her™

Shalto =tood by the door ereoct,
an doty &t Thrieve:

u“rome ond =it with ne” said thi
Wikiam, kindiy o him, "we x
mord muEter pnd  servant, cearl  tnd
squire. We ane but three youihs that
sire: 1o dig wopgether, nad the ax's edice
loyals all. You, Sholte, dre in =ome
gond chanes 1o live the loogest of the
three by some hnlf-seore minutes. I
afn giad I maode you a Imieght on the
fivld of honor, Sin Sholto, for then they
cnonot hang you to a4 bough Hke n
variet causht stenjing the king's vénl- l

as if

Bar}
no

Ehoito slowiy came over to tha win- |
dow-sent and stood there respeotfnlly
fs befors, with his arms straleht at his |
gides, feeling mare than anything else
the lock of His sword hilt to set his
richt upon

ey, but do.as T Bid yow" snid the |
ovarl, lsoking up st bim, “sit  down,
Shnlta”

[ e of was | 3

S 3 e | DY@ tiethat I eunnot brenk, Whot Hife

:"-“1:‘“‘ {-illlr:?,;{:ﬁ. - "a.l;:f 15 to anothis, honor and bis wordanust

) INOTRENE ‘to Netel thetmn i Iin‘m;f bi to a Dougive, But I send ¥our son
luten ¥ L 4 £ L ey i | 3 o |l - T . s

ud was wil the carl hroke out upo' . Im In sudaen | Sool0 10 ou, 1 bld him ride {ust in

Guilowey and bring «ll ch ' tadth-
ful there to mee wiith speed herd In £d-
Inburgh. 1o you po lhto Douplusdgic
bnd Debl eyt cousin, Willlem of Xvon-
dale—and if be 15 too late to Fave, I
know well he will avenge me"

crwhat crowling thing o you taks |
"1 will
I know what
She trusted
prove o recresnt?,

me, Bholth MacKim?™ he oried,

mot

iogve this place Hill
¢ have dons with her,
,-and shall 1

R I Ly Villlam Dougrios, If, lnded, ve
would haye you know-that I nm Wil- wiil):‘::cl‘tln-:' dﬂru':h. aar i.i:.n‘ri u!‘ qﬁ"
taa e oL DD ST Tor ot the | you for the suke ol they reat house, to
face ol any Crichton ML eVer| ua HLBEE v hr thue
breathdl.  Ho,, thers, withoug!™ send pour brother Divid, thiy  the

Drouglases ol (e blagk be not ocur Off
root and Lbmuch, Remembar,
mother 8 sore st on the lad,’

I will not go,!' ¢Hed Duvld, ns he
hesrd this; “by the saints; | will stand
by my brother's shoulders, though I be
Lut = boy, I will not mo # much n= a
glep, and if 3¢ stinane 1 will ¢ry out
for the guard.™

I3y this time young David was lean-
ing haif out of the window, nnd almogt
erying Nis words dows to the undesn
Douginses hentath,

G0, -Stolte," swill the oarl, setlihg
his hand on his squire's shoulder, “You
alune can ride 1o Galloway without
drawing relhy, 'Go swiltly anid  bripng
back every true lnd ther enn whang a
bow, or gar sword-lron whistie,. ‘the
Douglans inust drive the Douglns' welrl,
L would have made you & great man,
8ir Sholto, bt If you get o new mns-
Loy, he will surély do thet which I 'had
not thme to perfoym.

“Come, Sholtp,"” ®ald his fother,
“there is uw horse at he outér port.
fear the Crichlon’s mien are warnsd, As
it is, we will hove to fight for L»

Sholto still Lestitated, betsween obad-
fenee and grief. -

"Eholto MocKim,” sald the earl, it
Indeed; you owe e sught of love: op

And
shouk the doorin inefic T

His only enswer was (e sound of |
thiet besspching Wwoman's voles nndd the
meajred troad of the sentry, whiinoe |
partisan they could see tashing in the
inmplight through the nartayw barred
wicket, n8 he turned In front of their
door.

And It was £l In valn that SBholto
pled with his master. To every urgu-
went Lard Douglas replied, *T cinnot
—It vongorts not with mine honor Lo
isdve this castle =o ‘ong as the Lady
Syhille B In their hatds"

Shojto teld him how Lthat they could
sow enedape, iaid in & week would ralse
the whole of the south, returning to the
slege of the costle and the destrizction
of the traftors Crichton and Livingstan,
But even to this the enrl had Jiisean-
BWer,

“What—flee like & cownrd and leave
Lthis girl, who hns trusted me, defense-
legs fn their hands!  You have heurd
her weeping. I tell you I cafinet go—i§
will not g0, Let Diavid and you escupe.
3ty plives Js Here, and neither gnlyveling
Criehton nor thet backsialrs lapdog
Livinestion shnll say that they took the
enzl of Douglas and that he fled from
them under clowd of night.”

Your

- Preaeptly the night fell davker, and

David Douglae had been standing by
And Eholto sat down on the windbw- |h1mg~z'ull3" while Sholto tied the rope to
sent and looked out upon the lights | the rings, AL his brother’'s words he sat
lesping out one after the other down |down agaln. Willlam of Douglas tirn.
among the crowded gables of the town | ed about upon him. E
&5 this nnd that burgher lit his lantern J “Go, Duvid; I bid you, Escape, and If
at the nearlog of the hoor of supper. nught aappen to me, fall not 1o make
Far mway over the shorelunds the!the traltors pay dearls for it0
nprrdw sirip of the Furth showed ame- | But David Douglas sat still and an-
thyet and mysierious, and farther out | swersd noL. Then Shalio. desperate of
still the coast of File Iny in & sort of [soccess with his masier, approached
opiline haze. David and with gentle foree would have
“I wonder,” said 'Eﬁlllnm Douglas, | compelied him to the window, But at
niier o long pouse, “what they bave|(he first touch’ of his hand, the hoy
Qatie with our hundred good lnds. Had | throst him away. striking him fiercely
they beeh talien or petishoed, we had |upon the shoulder
parely beard more mnolss, ¥ warrant | “Hands off!” he crled; T also am o
Twn score lnids of Galloway wonld not | Donelas. T will abide by my brother to
giv= up their arms without a tulzie | they end™
sor 11" “No, my David." sald the eari, turn-
‘They mizht iodute them: to ieave | ing for o moment from the door where
em belind when ey Wett oui tohe had again listening, “vou ahall
take thelr pleasures among the mulds |not stay! You are the hope of oy
of ibe Lawnmnarket." aaid Shalto, honse. . My mother would fre: 1o death
I wught bhoppened to you. Thie fe not
@ matter which concerns yow Go, 1 bld
flf:. On me it lles, ond if T must pay

E why, nt leagt 1
drank the wine!” : .

mpednd ull your Jond's, b )
ke yours qnﬁfi_‘s:nr_std; wmt-um
wm‘ uﬂm il mﬂ Al
ecunt of thrmulm:; R

service, go and do that thing whiecl [
have Inid unon you, Hear 4 colurieons
greeting from me to your sweetheart
Mueud, and o kiss to our sweet mald,
Margaret. And fow haste you and be.
gonelt :

Hholto dent a moment on his kmesand
kisged the hand of His young measter,
HIS voice was choked with saba. The
earl patied him aon the shoulder, “Din-
na greet, laddie)’” he said in the kindls
country Epeech whith comes o mole-
ingly o all Gadowas folk In times of
distress, sentle and simple alike, “d@ip-
na greet. If one Douglasg T3l in the
[;msﬁh. there stande o Dbetter bohing

oy, .
“But nover one llke you, my Jord!"
=4l Shaito,

The earl raisad him gently, 1ed him
to the window and himssif steaiiied
the reape by which his snuive was to
‘dedeend

. M0, he sald: “honor keeps the Dopg-
Ing hese, and his brother bides with
him—sincs not otherwise Il may be, But
the honor. of obedience sénds Sholls
e ta, the .wur.k, that in given.

aver the Forth and away fo the east-
wird Barwlok Law stood olear. At
firgt they had gat apart, but ns the
hburs stole om - David came a  Jittle
neirer and his hund soughl that of his
brother, cinsped 1, and abode as it had
been contented. The elder brother T
turns] the pleasure,

“Trevid,' he =afd, “If periah we must,
it least you and [ =hall show them how
Bouglases can die”

S0 when they rose to follow the sen-
eschinl who summoned them, as they
left the chumber 0f delention and the
clanking guard fell In' Behind them,
Earl Willlam pot his hand affevtionaiss
Iy on his voung bLrother's shoulder and
Kept it there, In this wise they chme
intp the great hall wheréin the ban-
quel of treachery had beéen sprved. The
dias had been removed to the upper
| end of the ropmoand upon 1L In the fur-
red robes of judeges of the rendm, thers
satl on elther slde of the empty throne
|'Urichton the ghandelior and Sir Alex-
ander Livingston, Behind wers crowded
grnoups of Enlghts, pages, men-at-nrms
and ull the hungars-on of 4 court. But
of men of dignicy and place only Lthe
Marshal de Retz, ambassudor of the
King of Frunce, was jiresent.

He #al alone on & high s=2at ranged
crogsswise upon ‘tie dias, The flobr In
the penter of the nall was kept clear
tbr tha entrance of the brothers of
Douglus.

Crichton’ and Livingston ooked un-
easily ut ench gther as the feet of the
guord conducting the prisomers wore
hedrd In the corridor without, and with
|8 quick npprehengive wave of his-hand
Crichton motioned the armed men of
s gunrds cigser abodt him and gave
thieir leader direitions ina hushed volue
behind bis hand.

The sénsselal who hid sumnioned
them strdde In first, and then affer a
sufliclent Interval entersd the young
lords of Douglas, Willlam and Devid
hls brother. The elder still Kept hia
hand alfectionutely on the shoulder of
the younger, His other was set as usunl
In the silken belt which he wore about
his walst, and he walked carsleasly
with & higzh alt and an ensy stép, like
ote that goes into o pleasant entertain-
meni,

But'as goon 88 the brothers pererived
in whosy prosence they were an alr of
pride came over their faces and stiff-
endll thelr figures into the slerner as-
peyl of warriors who stand on the field
of battle.

Soms three paces before the steps of
Lhe ding on which sit the self-consti-
toted judges was arranged a barrier of
sirong wooden posts tipped with lron,
and two soldlers wiva draswn swords
wire on guard ot either end.

The Douglases stood silent, hanghtily
awalting the first worils of acousation,
And the face of young David was to
the full as haughty and contemotuous
us that of Earl Willlam himself.

It wits the chancellor who spoke first,
In hi= high, rasplng creak. ]

“Willlam, earl of Douglos, and you
David, master of Dougles,” he began,
“you ‘wre swnmoned hither by the
King's authority to answer for many
crimes of treanon aguinst his  royal
pérson.  Of rebelllon und the arming
nf forves elso agninst hie puthority; of
high speeches and studied contempt of
those who represent his soverelgn maj-
esly in this realm, of treakonable ail-
Hanees with rebed lords, and, sbove all,
of swearing allegianes 1o another mon-
irohy even to the,king of Frines Whet
have you to say to ibese churges?"

The garl of Douglas swent hlk eves
noress the doie Lrom dide to side, wikh
& slow contempt, which made the chin-
cellor writhe in his chalr. Then, after
o long pauss, he delgued to reply, bug
ruher like & king Who grants o favor
‘than like one accused before judges in
whose hands 18 the sower of [ife and
denth,

I gep” said he; “two knights before
me on 4 high seat, one the king's tu-
toy, ‘the otlier his pursebearer. I have
;‘ut o lerm_-rtj who mmg.;:m!ﬂ 1:!;:5}
udges of any eause whatsoever,
less of aught that concerns Willlam
Dinigias, hereditary. Jewionunt gov.
18, hereditnry leutenant gov-
er:m T of the realm of Scotland.”

 bie Kept his eyes upon tiem with|
ht forth-looking Elance, peibn-
arraseing 1o the traitars on the

. £ T e

“IL will not,” he said, "I will bide

3l
o

‘Then after the eaptaln of his guird

-

T S semo,

|

" "Tis & barbarous custom,” =aid the
chancellor; “wa will try your case upon
It merit."

The car]l Inbughed a
¢ gk,

“Ik will be somewhat sifer," saild he;
“but haste you and get the sham done
with, I plead nothing. I do not even
tell you'thint you Hé, What doth one ex-
peck of & gutter-dog but that it should
vold the gurbage it hath devoured? But

lttle mocking

brave soldier and the represspiative of
an hotiorable king: what have you done
with the Lady Syhilla?”

The Marshal de Retz smiled—u smile
=0 chilly ‘cruel, hatd, that the very soi-
disrd on guard. secing {1, longwd to
slay him' on the spot.

“May
and duke nf Touralne, 0 relurn, what
Is that to him?" he sald, with sneering
emphasts upon the titles.

1L matters to me,” reslied Willlam
Douglas, boldl®, “more than life. mnd
almost s much gs honor. The Lady
Sybllla did me the honor to tell e that
ehe foved me And 1, In turn, am bound
to her In Ufe and death.” _

The chancellor and the tutor broke
into laughter, Lut the murshil oontin-
ued 1o gmiie bis terpible smiie of deter
minite evil,

“Listen,” he sald, at lust, “hear this,
my lord of “Touraine, ever since we
came Lo this kKingdony atd, Indesd, lotsg
Belore we l6fh the realm of France, the
Ledy Syblliz Intended nothing  else
than your decevtion and destruction,

She it waa that cogened viou with falr
worde. SHg It was that advissd you to
come hither that we might hold you in
our-hands. For her sale you obbyad,
She was the willing buit of the trup
your foes gef for you. What think you
of the Lady Sybilla now?

Willlam of Douglan did not answer in
words, bui as the marshal ceassd
Epeaking he drew himself together like
a Hthe animal that sways thls way
and that before springihe. Hie right
hand dropped softly from his brather's
shoulder upen the hilt of his dngger.

Then with one sudden bound ke was
over the barrier nnd upan the dals. Al-
mosl his biade was at the mnrshal’s
throat, and but for the crossed partl-
zane of two gunrds who stood on alther

then by the dagger of Willlam Dong-
las, As It wes, the youth was brought
to nstand with hls breawi pressed vain.
Iy against the steel poluts, and stood
there orylng otit in fury: “Liar ond
toad! Come out from behind, that 1
muy slay thee with my hand!™

A moore of men-at-arma appronched
f;inm behind and forced him back to his
pliee,

“Bring In the Lady Sybilin" eaid the
marehal, still smiling, whilé the judges
satl silent and afraid at the anger of
one man,

And even while the earl stood pant-
ing, after his outburst of furipus anger,
they opened the door at the back of the
dals, and through It there entered the
Lady Sybilln  Instantly the eyves of
William Douglas fixed themselves upon
her, bul she did not ralse hers nor
1pok at him. She stood at the further
side ot the adge of the dais, her hands
jolned In front of her, and her golden
hialy sireamihg down her baeck and fell
in wayes over her white dress,
An'angel of light coming through the
open door of heaven could npt have ap-
poearetd mors innocont and pure,

~ The Marshol de Retx turned townrds
hls nlece, “and with his-eyes fixed upon
hers and with the same pltiless chill In
l.he,n-n. he sald in-a low tone: *“Look at
mel” -

The gir! ralsed her eyes slowly, and
as It had besn, reluctintly, and in
them; instead of the meek calm of an
angel, thers appenred the terror and
diamay of & lost soul that listens to [ts

doom. . NN

“Sybilla," hizgsed rather than apoke Da
Retx, *ts It troe that ever sinoe by the
takeside of Carllnwairk yon met the esrl

sought his-doom’
“T eare not to haar the answer,”
SIS T oo WL e
i you may compai her to say. Tn-
 falth In another Is not unfal ?;;y_mp_ ;
; bound to her In OBDE—

Sotlld

I'do w=k you, Marsha! de Retz, as a

I ask my lord encl of Douglis | wii live o ave

FPoor dupe, do you not yet understand? |

side of D Retz, he had dieid there wnd|

of Douglas Fou _I%"uve deceived him sndl
eald |-

i
! v loya and honor— ||
eye, even unto' death, If Mhit wene her |

enid:
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“you hear whut your true Iove
Bpays. I

Willinm Douglns answered, 7T hear, but
I do mot belleve”

A spasm of joy passed over the eoun-
tenanee of the Lady Sybilia. She half
sprang townrd her lover; as if to clasp
‘him In her arms.

But In the midst, Hetween Intent apd
act, she restrained hersglf,

“No: T am not werths) she sald.

not worthy!"™

muarshal rose from his geat to his full
height,

“(3irl, Jeok at me!™ he cried in o lound
and terrible volce. But Syblila did not
seem’ tohenr him. .

She wis [boking at the earl, and her
eyes were great and gray and vague.

YListen, my troe lord: and then histes
e If vou will,” she enld; “liaten, Wil-
limm of Douglas. Never Léfore have I
found In ol the worid one man tue to
the core, 1 did not belleva that such
an ope lived. Hepar this gnd then turn
from me in losthing.

“For the sake of this man's Hfe. for-
felit ten times over” (she pointed as she
epoke at the marshdl), “to whom, by
the powers of hell. my soul 1s hound, 1
came at the bidding of the king of
France and of this man, my master, to
rampass the destrudtion of the earl of
Douglas. The king's sgon desired his
duehy, and promised to thia man par-
don for his evil desds. T came to satiB-
fy them both. Onlmy guiliy head be it
It is true that I decelved and led you
on, Tt Iz true cthat ot Castle Thrieve T

wing befare yoi. 1 knew to what you
would follow me, mnd for the make of
“he evll wrought by your fathers T was
Jad. But afterwards at Crichron, when
in the woods by the waterside, T 1o
von' that T'loved vou T did not He, T dld
love. you then. And; by God's graece, I
do love you now—yeu, before nll men 1
devlarelt. Onee for & season of foget-
ting, nll too brief, I wni yours to lov
now 1 am yougs to hate and to despise.
I tried to save you, but. though You
had my warning, vou would not go
back nor forget me. Now itis {oo Inte!™
As she spoke, over the fiace of Wil-
llam Douglas thers hnd come n glow—
the red blood flooding up and routing
the white, determined pallor of his
choslr,
YAy lady,” he answered her gently.
“be mot erieved for the thing that s
past. That you love me truly is anaugh.
I nsk for no more, lea=t of all for plity.
I have not lived long. T have not had
time allotted me whereln to do great
thingw, bot at least for your snke T cnn
die as well a8 any! You have given me
of your lpve, and of the flower thereof.
I am glad, That you loved mie was my
crown of [ife. Now It remains but to
pay a little price for n joy cxcesding
great.”
ut the chaneellor had had enoush of
Hi rose-aml, gersd
hand towards  the barrier. he sald:
“Willfam of Douglas, you wnd your hrath-
o tre condmmned to instent death
ensmles of the King dnd his  mindster.
Boldiers, do vour duty. Load thsm in-
siantly forth to the hlook!™

And with these words he left the daie
rollowsadl by Sir Alexander  Livingsion
The gir} stood i the pinee whetice ¥ hnd
spoken Her lnst words,” [Then, s the mot-

nt-nrms went shamefnonily 1o inke
garl by the arm, shie sudd ¥ Lhrew hoers
solf s the dals leapel Hghtly over
the harripr, nnd foll inlo hin seny.

“Willlam, once T would hmve betry
you,'” who ssid, “but mow L love yoy
will dis with vou—aor, by the great God, T

o s, P

you

“Huyh, swath L ozall]l Willlnm Doug-
iom, touching Ber brow gently wiih his
e and puttioeg her Into the arms of An
officer af the court whom her unple had
sant o gamove Her. “Foar not for me
Death s swift and easy. I expested noth-
liig efws. That vou love nis i8 enolugh!
Deat love fuore thee welll”

But the girl Heurd him not 1 Bl
frintod Inthe prmy that bH her. Yot thy
murehal de Hetx hod eiill mare for hae
to stffer, © He  stond bekide . hor and
dieshed wnter wpon her th) she pwoke.
thut she might see that whith remained
o he Al

ghe

it wos w scone dreary begond all power
of words 1o tefl It, wieh (nto the court-
ard of tho castle of Bdinburgh they
Elruu;i!: the two nobls young mon forth
T gie. ‘The sun bhad ong cisen, but the
first Nush of broad mornlng sunshins i
| Ungered upan the low plaiTorm on wh
stood the tlbek and besida it tha het
mnan sullenly wulting to do his appolniad
worlk!
| The young lords of Douglas came opuat
looking  brava sud handsorio as hride-
| grooms on o ddy of betrothin Willlum
prce more had s Band on David's shopl.
der his otber restal] carele=tly on his
| thiglk aa his ecustom was. Thoe brothers
wirs barehended, nnd tn the eyes of those
who/looked on'they spemed 1o bo ORVETH-
fag of lgnt moalters of Tove and bidles
{favors. ¢
High above upbn o baleony, hung ks
an lron cage upen the castle wall =
penred the chancellor and the tiutor. The |

]

erying out: ‘Do nothing (o
eousins—1 commund you—1 am the kKing?

Bit the tutor roughly bade him be still,
telling him that he would never reign If
thosa young mon lved, and presently an.
other cawe therd and siool beslde Wim.
The Marshal de Retn £ was, who, with
n fendigh smile upon his sledk prrehment
fnce, condueted the Lady 3;'1 Ha to ses
the end. But it was d good end Lo nee,
and nobler by far thuan mo#t lives thog
wre lived,

Tha brothers embraced as they eams to
thie bloek knesled down and sald o short
yruyer, Wke Christlans of a good house,
hu “reat wos their enemlex’ haate that
they werd not even sllowsdl a priest o
ahrﬂf them, hut they did what they
eouly

The executloner motioned first to David.
An attendant Ysought him the Weading
cup of wine, which it wns the custom to
offer {o thosa dbout to die upon thi scnf-

i

“Trink tr not” sald Eazl William, “last
they sny It was drugged.

And Doavid Douglns howed his head up-
on tho bloek. belng only In the 15th year
of his s,

“Farewell. brother,” he sald. “be not
TS ||!'lm:’me: It is a dark rond to travel

AT
”“;‘:‘c’ar‘nnt. Davle, lad,” wald Willlnm
Douglns.hete;:darl;i; u‘;l l;I;i!!.tl m"“'.t'llkn you
ore you beshroog = A

Ha surne ﬁ:tmd?sme. it e might

oL ses 1 ther die, ana even as he
furnud e saw the Liudy aJ-hmu. lean upon
the balcony, paler than death.

1 they offsrs

Then, whaon it esme hls tuen
ad him alpo the hendin cnq, filled with
the rich wine of Touraine, hie own falr
provinee that he wis never (o
(Hp ltted tha cup h,lﬁﬂ in his right hand
SRS SEE e e s
okl Wik ! o w TR
nhnmd {lic_ Tady Sybilln, h:'-r bawﬁwto
[
T drifk to you lady and my lovel'"
“ & rlm the
ot wﬁ;'h' his lips, he potred omt the red
wine upon
- - - Lt - . - - %

And thus dled the nntest tleminn
iyt g

my  denr

pnd troest lover o whom 6

hanrt of graca to ilve co Wly anid dia
freatly, s 'Ilhuﬁfﬁl fady «ven
uaainu”a- 1 m?"am! : ' death It

uolf
Toved

*“¥ou hear, Willlam of ‘Dougins” he |

Then It was that. with the ealm air |
and steady volée of o great gentleman, |

And agaln, like a lamentation, “I am |
Then, while all watched esgeriy. lhﬁ.-l

decolved you. Enowing well that which |

hing forth s |

um |
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You really don’t know what come
fortable traveling iz i you have
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1,047 minutes.
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