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SYNOPSIS OF PRECEDING CHAP-
TERS

Wilam sixth Earl of Douglas In-
V his estates chances upon a
biautlful lady one of the retnuetIn French ambassador his
was r to Edinburgh The young earl
Josei his heart to the fair lay and on
the loint of promising to go wit her
to the court of the Scottsh is-

forciby carried away cover of a
heavy storm by Malice McKim the
Doug1a armorer and Abbott William
Douglas Who think the lady a witch
al the followirg day at the great re-

view of 0000 Douglas retainer theer gain meets the Lady Sybilla and
at once naes her the Queen of
Beauty McKlm son of the ar
morer distinguishes himself in arch
dry and is made captain of the categuard Sholto fals in love with
Lindesay maId honor to the ealssIster and on the frst night
stewardship proves valor by
wounding a huge animal whih hafrightened the ladles next
day the French ambassador is suspi-
ciously m but Lady Sybilla accom

y panled by the three Douglas cousins
rIdes away to witness the second days
tourney in the precincts of the Cteor Thrleie winning 01 the way

j coveted promise from William to ac
company her to Edinburgh Sholtos-
archer guards protect the casYl halls
wound a servant of the 1re mbasador and keep Mnud y and her
charge imprisoned by mistake all day
On the third day the Douglas cousins
enter the lists aalso the French am-
bassador who foully casts his spear at
1 he Yvung Earl of Douglas anti wounds
him In the combat that follows Sholtor shows such bravery that he is knighted
On the return to the castle Mand-
Llndtsay playfully bids farewell to the
Sholto of old and only appeases his
subsequent wrath by assuming a loving
penitence

Tae earl of Avondale Sir Alexan
del Livingston the guardian of the
kings person Sir Wiiam Crichton

of the Marshal dii
r Ret the ambassador of France begin

plot against the earl of Douglas
Through the aid of Lady Sybtlla the
niece of De Ret William vith a small
following including Sholo is induced
to visit the Cacte where en
tmies eIertain royaly

The young rl fals per into love
with S biaand shein turn overcome
by his slncerty1d cplete confdence
in her confess love for
then urgehim to return home wih aU

I
ta
speed Marshal de Retz tkeSybia

EdInurh ad accepts
the yong Idng of Scot

land to visit the court hope of
r meeting hi lady love The king and

the two Douglas brothers become great
friends but even the king cannot wadoff the calamity about to fail on th

I Douglas At a banquet a huge boars
head is brought in a sign of treachery
and in spite of the brave atempts of
Sholto to protect his maer eal-tand his brother treasont chargdare arrested and dungeons

CBTER XELV
BETRAYD WT-H A KISS

The earl and his brother were incar-
cerated In the lower chamber of the

I high keep called Davids tower which
rose nent in otder eastward from the
banqueting hal folowing the line of
the bltementBeneath the rock on which the caste
was built fell away toward thE or
Loch in a precipice so steep that no

t descent was to be thought otand this
indeed was the chief defense for the
window of the chamber was large and
opened easily according to the French
oshion-

I pray that you permit ray youngL knight Sir Sholto MacRIm to accm-r pany me said the earl to the officer
l who conducted them to their rlson

house
have no orders concerning him

said the man buf but nevertheless
l Prmitted enter alter the earl
iV and his brothert The chaber was bare save for a

priedieu in the angle of the vaIl at
which the Douglas looked with a
strange smile upon hface

light apropis he they had
need of religion in thIs house of
trator Douglas vent to the window

I seat of loystone and bent his head in-

hIs hands He was but a boy and life
was sweet to him fur he had just be
gun te taste the apple and to dream of
thc frrbiuuen fruit He held his head
do and was silent a siace Then1 W1suddenly he sobbed aloud with a quick
gasling noIse strtlng enough in that
still place

For Gods dear sake David laddie
said his broth going over to him
nerd placing his his shoul
duo be sienL They will think that we-

II are
The boy stilled himself instantly at

the word and looked up at his brother
1 wIth a pale sort of smie

No William I am afraid and if
Indeed we must die I wi not dIsgracyou Be never afraid that Yet
tought on our mothers onelness She

me sore for she and-
lleadWIl

l with me not to come yet I would
fr not listen to her tSholto stood by the door erect as if

on duty at Thrleve
Come and sit with us sad the Earl

W1liam kindly t him are no
more mater servant earl and
squire are but three youths thatr are to die together and the as edge
levels alL You Sholto are in some
good chance to live the longest of the
three by some halfscore mInutes I
am glad I made you a knight on the

S

t field of honor Sir Sholo for then they
cannot hang you bough like a
varlet caught stealing the icings venI
son

Sliolto slowly came over to the win
dow seat and stood there respectfulbefore with his armsa straght
side feeling more than anything else
the of his sword hit to set his
right upon

Nay but do as I bid you saId the
earl looldnS up at him sit down

t Sholo Sholto sat down on the windlyti
seat and looked out upon the lights
leaping out one after the other down
among the crowded gables of the townathis and that burgher lit his lantern
at the nearing of the hour of supper

Far away over the shorelands the
narrow strip of the Forth showed ame
thyst and mysterious and farther out
still the coast of Fie lay in a sort of
opaline haze

I wonder saId William Douglas

ate a long pause what they have
with our hundred good lads HaA they been taken or perished we

i surely heard more noise l warrant
Two score lads of Galloway would not
givt up their arms without a tulzle
for it

They might induce them to leave
them bel nd Yhn they 1ivent btit to
take their pleasures among the maids
of the Lawninarket said Sholto

Not their swords said the earl it J

need all your lords commands to
r yourquit your sie I warrant

M thESO thirty will give excellet ac jr crunt of themselves
Presently the night fell darker and

3 <

a smur of ran drifted over from theedges of Penpand which mQstly passed
high above but whose lower frings
dragged ait were 01 the Castle Rock
and the hill of CalonThe three young men were still siently looking out when suddenly frm
voice
darkness undearneath tner iame a low

Ware wIndow It back
tere above sad std

Sholo the words sounded
ously famlar and almost cur

he did he seized the
earl and his brother and dragged themaway from the open space of the lat
tce which opened into the summers
nightWare

window came again the cau-
tious voice from far below Sholto
heard the whistle and spat of an arrow
aginst thewall without It musthave

for the voice came a third
time W-e window

And on occasion the archer was
successful guided doubtless by the
faint ilumination of the lantern the
guard had hung on a nail in the waland whose 1icker would outline

I lattce darkness of the wall
arrow entered with a sofhiss It

was a common archers arow A cord-
w fastened about It and a note stuck
in the slt along with the feather

It is i brother Laurence whis-
pered Sholo I warrant he is be
neath wih rope and a posse of stout
felows shal escape them yet

even as raised the leter to
read it by the faint blue the
lantern there came a cry of pain from
within the castle Iwas a womans

I voice that cried at the sound of
pleading speech in some chamber above
them YlIam Douglas started to Js
feetThe words were clear enough but in
a language not understood by Sholto

They seemed intelligible
enough however to the earl

I knew it he cried the false
hounds have imprsned her also It is
Sybillas heaven they
are torturing her

He ran to the door and shook it ve
hementy

wihout there he cried imper
iously as own castle of Thrueve

But no one paid any attention to his
shouts and presenty the womans
voice died slow sobbing
which was quite audible in the room
beneath where the three young men
lsened did you say asked David
presently of his brother who still stood
listening with his ear to the door

The earl first made a gesture com-
manding sience and then hearing
nothing more came slowly over to
the window It is the Lady Sybilla
he said In a voice which revealed his
deep emoton She said in the French

shall not do it Youlangage He trusted me and he shall
not die

Meanwhile Sholto knowing that there
was no time to lose had been drawing
in the cord whiclr presently thickened
into a rope thick enough to support the
weight of a light and active yout
such as any of the three young
imprisoned in Davids tower

But the sound of the womans tears
had thrown the earl into an xciemeniso great that he hammered on
great boltstudded door with his bare
clenched hands and cried aloud to the
chancellor and Livingston commanding
them to open to him His calmness
seemed wholly broken up

Meawhie Sholto his whole soul bent
upon which gve them a
chance of saving the their mas
ter had drawn thirty yards of stout
rope into the roomHe fixed it by a
double knot first to a stout ring which
was let into the wall and afterwards
to the massive handle of the door iself

Now my lord he whispered ahe
fnished be pleased to go first Our

are beneath and in the shaking of
a cows tail we shall be in the midst of
them

The earl held up his hand with the
quick imperative motion he used to
clommand silence The sound of the
womans voice came again from above
now quick and high like one that
makes an agonized petition and now in
tones lower that seemed broken with
sobs and lamentations

At frt William Douglas did not ap-
pear comprehend the meaning of
Sholtos words being so bent on his lis-
tening But when the young captain-
of the gard agala reminded him that
the their chances of relief was-
quicklyI passing and that the soldiers
of the chancelor might come at any
moment them to their doom
the earl broke out UpOT im in sudden
anger

FCr what crowlng thing tb you take
me Sholto he cried I will
not leave this place till I know what
they have done with her She trusted
me and shan I prove a recreant I
would have you know that I am WI-
11am Earl of Douglas and fear not the
face of any Crichton that ever
breathed Ho there without And
he shook the door in ineffectual anger

His only answer was the sound of
that beseechiiig womans voice and the
measured tread of the sentry whose
partisan they could see flashing in the
lamplight through the narrow barred
wicket as he turned in front of theIr
door

And it was all in vain that Sholto
pled with his mater To ever agumeat Lord Douglas replied cannotgoit consorts not with mine honor to
leave this castle so long as the Lady
Sybia is in their hands

Sholo told him how that they couldescape and in a week would raise
the whole of the SOUt1 returning tQ thesiege of the caste the destruction
of the and Livingston

swer
But even to this the earl had jisca I

Whatflee like a coward and lqive
this girl who has trusted me defense
less in their hands You have heard
her weeping I ten you I cannot goI-wi not go Let David and you escape

y place is here and neither sniveling
Crlchton nor that backstairs lapdog
Livingston shall say that they took the
earl of Douglas and that he fed from
tem under cloud of night

Douglas had been standIng by
hopefully while Sholto tIed the rope to
the rings At his brothers words he sat
down again William of Douglas turn
ed about upon him

Go David I bid you Escape and ifaught aappen to me fall not to
the traitor pay dearly for It mae

But David Douglas sat still and an-
swered not Then Sholto desperate ofsuccess with his master approached
David and with gentle force would havecompelled him to the window But atthe first touch of hIs hand the boy
thrust him away striking him fiercelyupon the shoulder

Hands off he crie I also am aDouglas I will my brother to
the end

No my David said the earl turn
lag fpr a moment from the door where
lie hd been again listening yOd shallnot stay You are the hope of our
house My mother would fret to death
if aught happened to you This is nota mater which concerns yoU Go I bid
YO me it lies and if I must pay
the eConlng WIlY at least I onlydrank the wine

I will not lie said a will bide J
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where my brother bides and his fate
shall be mine

Then Sholo wennigh frantic with
apprehension disappointment went
to the window and leaned out gripping
the sill

They wi not leave the castle he
whis ere loud a he dared the
earl escape while the Lady Sy
hula remains a prisoner within

God in heaven cried a stern voIce
from below which made Sholto statwe shall be broken first and lat upon
that woman Would to God I had slain
her at the frt Ten the earl that if he
will not to those that wait for
him underneath the tower I Malise
JlacKIm will come and fetch him like

my arms even as I did from
under the nine trees at Loch Roan

And ahe spoke the strain of the rope
and swayng over the windowsithe mighty formateramorer was even then on Its
way upward toward the dungeon of his
chief

The earl went to the window and
looked downHe could just discern 113lise darkly beneath him setting
feet into the rock crevices and pulling
upon the rope

Go back I command you lIaiise
MacKin lie said go back instant

I
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ly I have made up my mind I will
not esce from the caste of Edin-
burgh tins night

But 1laise answered not a word
only more on the
rive till the o

and grasping Balms be
heard from side to side of
ber

The earl leaned out
Inalise he sid cam and clear

you see this knife I not have
your blood on my hands You have been
a good and faithful servant to Our
house But y the oath of a Douglas
if you come one foot further I will c-
Ute roiue and you shall be dashed in

beneath
The

with fear of death upon him but lest
a stroke of his dirk should de-

stroy their mode of es
cane

O William my lord hear me he
said in a gasping voice still hanging

between earth and heaven
indeed been a faithful ser-

vant I beseech you come with me fo-
rt sake o thehouse of Douglas and

your mother a widow and alone
Go down Malse MacKim said the

earl more gentY and I wi speak
with you ropes footSo very unwillingly laise went

sad the earl harlenthis
will I do and no other I will a1dehere and abide that which shalme as is the will of God I bound
by a tie that I cannot break What life
is to another honor and his word must
be to a Douglas But I send your son
Sholo to you I bid him ride last to

and bring all that are faith-
ful there to mee with speed here in Ed-
lnburgh Do you go into
and tel cousin

if he is to save I
know well he will avenge me

Oh William if Vinded ye
will neither drive I Drayou for the sake of theg nat
send your brother David that the
Douglases ot the black be not cut off
root and branch Remember your
mother is sore set on the lad

I will not go cried David ahe
heard this by the saints I will stand
by my brothers shoulders I be
but a boy I will not go E much aa
step and if ye stir me I will cry out
for the guard

By this time young David was lean-
ing hal out of the window and almost

his words dowto the unseen
Douglases beneath

Go Sholto said the earl settng
his had on his squires shoulder
alone can ride to Galloway

reIn Go swiftly and brIngback every true lad that can whagbow or gnu lheDouglas must drive the weird
I would have made n TPt miSir Sholto but if you get a new inns
tel he w1 surely do that which I had
not perform

Come Sholto said hiS father
there is a horse at he outer port I

fear the men are waned As
It is we wil to fight for it

Sholo hes between obed
Ienc grief

Sholto MacKim said the earl if
Indeed you owe me aught of love or
service go and do that thing which I
have laid uon you Bear a

from me to your sweetheart
Maud and a kiss to our sweet madMargaret And now haste you
gone

Sholto bent a moment on his knee and
kissed the hand of his young materHis voice was chOked with The
earl patted him on the shoulder Dinna greet laddie he said in the kindly

speech which comes so melt
ingly all Galloway folk in tmes of
distress gentle and simple alkena greet I one Douglas in the

stands a better behind
him

But novel one like yOU my lord
said SoloThe raised him gently led him
to the window and himself steadied
the rope by which his squire was to
descend

Go he said honor keeps the Doug
las hele and his brother bides with

otherwiseit may be But
the honor of obedience sends Sholto
MacK1m VtOV4heV work that is
him I given

Then after the captain of his guard

l

r

had gone out into the dark and disap
peared down the rope the earl only
waited tension slackened before

cuttjngV the cord at thejuncture with the iron ring
And now DaVie lad lie said setting an arm about his brothers neck

there are but you and me for i and Ithink a bit prayer would harm
either o us

So thetwo young lads about to die
kneeled dawn together before the qross
of him who was betrayed with a kiss

TEE LION AT BAY
The morning liid broken broad and

clear from the eat when the door of
the prison house waopened and a sea
esehal ppeaed Hesaiuted the broth-
ers and in a shaking voice summoned
them to come forth and be tried for the
offenses of treason and rebellion against
the king and his ministers

WT1llnm of Douslas waved a had to-
him but answered nothing to the sum
mona He wasted no words upon one
who merely did as he was bidden All
night the brothers had sat looking out
on the city humming sleeplessly be
neath them till the light slowly dawned

a

over the Forth and away to the
Law stood clear At

first they had at apart but as the
hours stole came little
nearer and his hand that of his

it and abode as it had
been Thel elder

the
he said If we must

at least you and shall show them how
can die

So when they rose to the
who them a they

left the of and the
fell in them

Earl his hand
ly on his young and
kept it there In this wise they came
into the great hall the ban
quet of had been served The
dias had been to the upper
end of the upon it in the fur
red robes the realm there
sat on either side of the

the and Sir Alex
ander were

of pages
and the of court But
of men of and place only the

de Retz of the
king of was

lIe sat alone on hIgh seat
upon the dlas The floor in

the center of the hall was kept clear
for the of the Qf

and un
at each other athe feet of the

the were
heard in the and with

wave of his hand
the armed men of

his closer about him and gave
their leader in voice

his hand
The who had

them strode in first and then after
the young

lords of and David
his The elder still kept his
hand on the of
the was set ausual
in the silken belt which he wore about
his waist and he
with high air and an easy step like
one that goes Into

But as soon as the
in whose they were an air of
pride came over their faces and
med their into the
pect of who stand on the field
of battle

Some three paces the steps of
the on which sat the
tuted was of

posts with iron
and two W1L1were on guard at either end

The stood
the wor

And the face young
the full as andathat of Earl

It was the first
in his high

earl of and you
David of
you are

to answer for many
crimes of iis royal
person Of the
of forces also his

and of
Who his

in this realm of at
with rebel lords and above all

to
even to of What

haye you to say to these
The earl of swent his eyes

across the dais from side to side with
slow which made the

in his chair Then
to reply

like king who favor
than like one before

hands Is the power of life and
death

see he two
me on high seat One the tu
tor the other his have
yet to learn who them

of any still
less of that

duke of
gay

erndr of
And he kept his upon them wIth

lily to the on the
dais y

Earl saId the
re that you ar row

l

in castle Y br 6000
wait not in the out there
Learn to bemore and answer
to the you are
Do you be

what peed are owe
no court or
no

The
hand Berry

of the city and
set forth

in and detail of
the earl of trea

Eon and
When

said And what
answer have you to these

Does it at all what aswer asked the earl
do not words with you

said the order you to
make your or stand
your

And yet said 1V1Iamwords are al you dare
with me Even had

by ray and
to break lance with YOU

you would refuse to trial by
battle which is the right of peer
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deerately
laboring-

breath could

niasterqrmorer stopvednot

maters
welarranged

Derlously

backNow

Douglndalemy Wiiam
daleand

Douglas

though

without-
drawing

swordirn
Douglas

Crchtons

tiate

courteous-
greeting

countr

himsincenot

tfthestooping

CHTR XV

east-
ward Barwick

I

n2David a
sought

brother clasped
contented brother re-

turned pleasure
David perish

I
Douglase

follow sen-
eschal summoned

chamber detention
clanking guard behind

affectionate
brothers shoulder

wherein
treachery

removed
roomanr

empty throne
CrIchton chancellor

Livingston Behind crowded
groups knights menatarms

all hangerson a
dignity

Marshal ambassador
race present

a ranged
crosswise

entrance brothers
Douglas

Livingston looked
easily
guard conducting prisoners

corridor without
a quick apprehensive
Crichton motioned

guards
directions a hushed

behind
senesehal summoned

a
sufficient interval entered

Douglas William
brother

affectonately shoulder
younger

walked carelessly
a

a pleasant entertaIn-
ment

brothers perceived
presence

figures stff
warriors

before
dia seifconsti

judges trranged a barrier
strong wooden tipped

soldier drawn swords

Douglass sient haughtily
awaiting frt accusaton

David wahaughty contemptuous
Wiiam himself

cacelor spoke
raping

William Dougla
mater

summoned
Douglrs he besn

kings authority
treason aganst

against arng
high speeches studied contempt

represent sovereign maj-
esty treasonable
lances allegiance another mon-
arch theking France

charges 7
Douglas

a contempt chan-
cellor writhe atera longpauselhe deigned

a grants a
accused judges in-

ihose
I sid knights before

a kings
purebearer I

constituted
judges rusewhatsoeveaught concerns WIlamDouglas Iourare ealDouglas herediay lcutenat

eyea stralghtVforthlooking glance palba
embarrassIng traitors

Douglas chanceloragain lmbe1

l

Thrieve horsemen
courtyard

humble
things whereof accused

brought-
Of

desiie winess should

wineses I
tursdieton head

Eal Wiiachancellor motioned
whereupon Master Robert

a advancedprocurator
which

phrase legality twenty
accusations against

rebellion maiest oppression
liehad chancellorfnshed Douglas

thIngs
matter I

succinctly
I bandy

ehancellor r
pleading within

danger
Douglas

gravely
bandy I honored-
you laying aide dignities
consented a

affordme
ever

accused

=
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Ts a barbarous custom said the I

chancelor we Will try your case upon
is I

laugh
The earl la gh d little mocking

Iwill be somewhat safer said he
hate you and get the sham done

with I plead nothing I do not even
tel you that you lie What dOth one ex

of a gutterdog but that it should
void the garbage it hath devoured But
I do ask you Marshal de Retz aa
brave soldier and the representative of
an honorable king what have you done
with the Lay Sybia

The Marsha desmileda smileschi had that the very so-
ldier guard seeing i longed to
slay him on the sotMay I ask my lord earl of Douglas
and duke of Touraine in return what
Is that to him he said with sneering
emphasis upon the ttIt matters tme

more
renlied

than lfe
WiIam

almost amuch as honor Lady
Sybilla did me the honor to tel me that
she loved me And I in turn bound
to her in life and death

The chancellor and the tutor broke
into laughter but the marshacontin-
ued to smile

evil
his smie deter-

minate
Listen lie said at lat hear this

my lord of Touraine ever since we
came to this kingdom and indeed long
before we left the realm of France the
Lady Sybilla intended nothing else
than your deception and
Poor dupe do you not yet understand
She it was that cozened yOU with farwords She it was that advised you I

come hither that we might hold you in
our hands For her sake YOU obeyed I

She was the willing bait of the trap
your foes set for you What think YOU
of the Lady Sybta now

WilEam of Dougla dId not answer in
words but a marshal ceased
speaking he drew himself together like-
a lithe animal that sways this way
and that before springing lBs right
hand dropped softy from his brothers
shoulder upon of his dagger

Then with one sudden bound he was
over the barrier and upan the dais Al
most his blade was at the marshalsthroat and but for the
zas of two guards who stood on either
side of De Retz he had died there and
then by the dagger vf William Doug
la A was the youth was brought
to a with his breast pressed vain
ly against the steel points and stood
there crying out in fury Liar anti
toad Come out from behind that Imay slay thee with my hadA score of menatarms approached
from
place

behind and forced him back to his I

Bring in the Lady Sybille said the
marshal still smlng while the judges
sat silent and at the anger of
one man

And even while the earl stood pant
ing after his outburst of furious anger
they opened the door at the back of the
dais and through it there entered the
Lady Sybilla Instantly the eyes of
William Douglas fxe themselves upon
her but she did rise hers nor
look at him She stood at the further
side at the edge of the dais her hands
joined in front of her and her golden
hair streaming down her back and fell
in waves over her white dress

An angel of light coming through the
open door of heaven could not have ap-
peared more innocent and pure

The Marshal de Retz turned toadshis niece and with hlseyes fixed upon
hers and with the same pitiless chill in
them he said in a low tone Look at
meThe girl raised her eyes slowly anda it had been reluctantly and in
them Instead of the meek cairn of an
angel there appeared the terror and
dismay of a lost soul that listens to Its
doom

Sybia hissed rather than spoke De
true that ever since by the

lakeside of Carlinwark you metthe earl
of Douglas you have deceived him and
sought his doom

I care not to hear the answer saidthe young man even dldI beuiqve
which you may compel her to say that
faith in another Is not unfaith in me Iam bound to her In lovead honoray eyen unto death fth t w r h

11
have indeed deceIved him re

ple the girl slowly the words seem
be forced from her one by one

You hear William of Douglas said
the marshal turning ilpon the young
man who stood sti1land motionless
never takIng his eyes off the slender
fgure

masha continued his pitiless

At castle Thrieye you persuaded hIm
to follow you to Crlchton and aferwadto Edinburgh k oWing well you
brought him to his death

It is true said the girl with a
voice like one speaking out of the
itself gave

You hear William of Douglas sadthe marshal Crichton you played
the play to the end With false cozen-
ing words you deceived him You led
him on with love on your lps and hate
in your heart You him with
the Judas kiss You led his iioui cap
tive to death by the drawing of your
eyes1

In a voice that could hardly be headthe girl replied her whole figure fixed
and turned to stone by the Intensity of
her tormentors gaze

r did theSe things I am accursed
The ambassador turned with a feetIns tr1mnhn
You hear William of Dougla hEsaid you hear what love

says
Then It was that with the aircamand steady voice or a great genteman

William Douglas answered heaI do not beleveA spam passed over the coun-
tenance of the Lady Sybilla She half
sprang toward her lover as if to clasp
him in her arms

But in the midst between intent and
act she restrained herself

No I a not worthy she said
And again like a lamentation I am
not worthy

Then while all watched eagrly the
masha rose from his seat full

Girl look at me he cried In a loud-
andterrible voice But S bia dId not
seem to shear him r

She was looking at the earl and her
eyes were great and gray and vague

List n my truelord and then hate
me if you will she said listen Wi
lam of Douglas Never before I

in 31 the world one man true to
the core did not believe that such
an one lived Hear this and then turn
from me in loathing

For the sake of this mans life for
felt ten times over she pointed ashe
spoke at the marhal to whom by
the powers of soul is bound I
came at the bidding of the king of
France and of this man my mater to
compass the destruction of the earl of
Douglas The kings son desired his
duchy and promised to this man pa
don for his evil deeds I came to satsfy them both On my guilty hea iIt is true that I deceived ad you
on It is true that at Caste Thrieve I-

deceived you knowing that which
was before you I knew to what you
would follow me and for the sake of
the evil wrought by your fathers I was
lad But afterwards at Crichton when

In the woods by the waterside I told I

you that I loved you I did not lie I did
love you then And by Gods grace I
do love you nowyea before al men I I

declare It Once for a season foget
ting all too brief I was yours to love
now I am your to hate and to despise
I tried to save you but though you
had my warning you would not go
back nor forget me Now it is too late

As she spoke over the face of 1VI
lam Douglas there had come a glow

red blood flooding up and routng
the white determined pallor
cheek

My ladY he answered her gently
be not grieved for the thing that is

pat That you love me truly is enough
I ask for no more least of all for pity
I have not lived long I have not had
time aloted me wherein to do great
thing least foryour sake I canaany You have given me
of your love and of the flower thereof
I am glad Tat you loved me wamy
crown of lfe SNow it remaIns to
pay a price for a joy exceeding
geat the chancellor had had enough of
thia He rose and forth hisstretchinghand towards the he said
William of Douglas you and your broth-

er are condemned to instant death as
enemies of the king and his ministers
Soldiers do your duty Lea them in-

stant forth to the block
with these words he left the dais-

followed by Sir Alexander Livingston
The girl stood In the place whence sue had-
spoken Iher last words Then as the men
atarms went shamefacedly to take the
earl by the arm she suddenly threw her
self across the dais leaped lightly over
the barrier and fell into his arms

WiIam once I would have betrayed
said but now I love you I

will die with youor by the great God I I

will live to avenge you

las
Hush

touching
swetheart

her sad Wilam DouS I

and putting her into the arms of an-
officer of the court whom her uncle had
sent to remove her Fear not for me
Death is swift and easy I expected noth-
Ing else That you love me Is enough
Dear love fare thee well

But the girl heard hIm not She had
fainted In the grins that hId her Yet the
marshal de Retz had still more for her I

to surer He stood beside her and
upon her till she awoke

that she mIght see that which remained
to be seen

It was a scene dreary beyond all power
of words to tel i when into the court
yard of the of Edinburgh they
brought the two noble young men forth
to cite The sun had long risen but the
first flush of broad morning sunshine stiii
lingered upon the low platform on which
stood the block and beside the heads-
man sullenly waiting to do his appointed
work

The yo1ng lords of Douglas came out
looking brve ad handsome as brIde-
grooms on a betrothing William
once more had his hand on Davlds shoul
der his other rested careleslY on hIs
thigh as hIs custom ws brothers
were bareheaded and to eyes of those
who looked on they seemed to be conVErs-
Ing
favors

of light maters of love ladles
High above upon a balcony hung like

an iron cage upon the castle wall ap-

peared the chancelor and the tutor The
young king them weeping and

out Do nothIng to ray dearcrying command youI am the Icing
But the tutor roughly bade him be still

telling him that he would never reign if
these young men lived and presently an-

other came there and stood besIde hIm
The Marshal do Bets it was who with
a fiendish smile upon his sleelc parchment
face conducted the Lady Sybilla to see-
the end But it was a good end to see
and nobler by far than most lives that
are lived

The brothers embraced athey came to
the blocK kneeled down said a short
prayer like Christians of a good house
So ret was their enemies haste that
they were not even allowed a priest to
shrive them but they did what they
could

The executioner motioned first to David
An attendant brought him the neading-
ctip of wine which It was the custom to
offer to those about to die upon the scar
fold

Drink ir not said Earl William lest
they say it was drugged

And David Douglas bowed his head up-

on the block being only in the 15th yedr-
of his age-

Farewell brother he said be not
long after me It Is a dark road to travel
so young

Fear not Davue lad said William
Douglas tenderly I will overtake you
ere you be through the first gate

He turned a little asIde Pat he might
not see his brother die anu even as he
turned he saw the Lady Sybilia lean upon
the balcony paler than death

Then when it came his turn they oiler-
ed him also the heading cup filled with
the rich wino of Touralne his own fair
province that he was never to see

He lifted the cup high in his right hand
with a knightly and courtly gesture
Looking towards the balcony whaeoa
stood the Lady Sybilla he bowed to
her

I drink to you my lady and my love
hi ned in a voice loud and clear

Then touching but the rim of the gob-
let with his lips he poured out the red I

wine upon the ground-
S C

And thus died the gallantest gentleman
and truest lover in whom God oer put
heart of grace to livo courteously and die
greatly keepIng his faith in his lady even
against herself and holding death Itself
sn et dcau2b thntin death she loved
him

cT be continued
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