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CHAPTER V
AVisit to Billy Biscuit

As the kidnaped children were pre ¬

paring to get in the buggy Drusilla
made this remark to Sweetest Susan

Ef mammy dont kill me dis day
itll be kaze Im dead when I git dar

At home Jemimy was walking up
and down wringing her hands and
making statements that went far to
show that Drusilla knew pretty well

4 what to expect
I aint sleep a wink dis night lessnyou kin call noddln sleepin not a

wink an when I does git holt er datgal Im gwineter make her wish shed-a
j

staid los
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Just because she staid with Sweet
t tst Susan I suppose said Mrs Wyche

Nom not zactly dat replied
Jemimy whynt she come on ter
de house an fetch little mistiss wid
her She plenty big nuff fer dat Ef
shed a come little mistiss would a
come you know dat yousef Oh ef
I dont pay chat nigger gal back fer de
ol an de new

Youd better thank the Lord if you-
CCI see her again said Sweetest Su-
s ns distressed mother-

Ill do dat maam Ill thank im on
my bended knee an fo I git it onbent
grod Ill lay dat gal crost it an whCT
I stt done wil er she wont git in no
mo wuggms she wont git tuck oft by
nobody not twel shes done grown r-

atter dey done put me on de coolln
bcaid I may not know how tcr raise
children but I know how to make um

t stan roun
All time Mrs Wyche was lying

uron a sofa in a state of collapse while
Jemimy more vigorous or more ven-
omous

¬

as she would have put it was
ualking up and down in the long hall
way wringing her hands and groaning

Morning came on and it was light
enough to put out the candles but they j

a ere left burning Presently a modest
ray of sunlight crept in and played
upon the wall opposite It seemed to I

be a signal fpr the moment Mrs
Wj dies eyes fell upon it She heard a
sharp knock at the door Jemimy
heard it too and ran to push back
the thumbbolt Quick as she had been I

Mrs Wyche was by her side as she
opened the door Aaron was standing I

on the threshold Mrs Wycheheld her
breath as he raised his hand and
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MRS WYCHE AND JEMIMY

Teniimy leaned against the wall with
4 moan

411 safe all safe mistiss Theyre
conifu in the buggy To Jemimy he
said Get breakfast get breakfast
Theyre all hungry

Did you go with father Mrs
Wyche asked

Yes mistisfe
I knew it said the lady The tone

of her voice was full of the liveliest
gratitude Aaron bent his head raisedl
Jus hand and was gone before they
could ask any particulars-

Mrs Wyche would have called him
back but at that moment heard
the sound of buggy wheels and she
knew that the kidnaped children had
arrived Before she could dry her eyes

l Sweetest Susan came running in and
rushed Into her mothers arms with

it c

a glad cry whereupon the mother felt
called upon to weep a little more
though the tears that fell now were
far different from those that fell in
the dreary watches of the night

Drusilla came in with less confidence
She was not sure of her reception
Howdy mammy Howdy mistiss

she said and then looked at Jemimy
come yer gal said Jemimy She

turned Drusilla around inspected
her carefully You aint hurt nowhar
Is you

Nom exclaimed Drusilla Then
another thought struck her Mammy
did you cry much kaze I was done
losted

What I had ter cry fer exclaimed
Jemimy

Well cf youd a been losted Id

=
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but

this

she

and

a cried remarked Drusilla
At this Jemimy broke down Lookyer nigger You hetter stop foolin

wid me De nex time you do lak you
lone done r gwine ter kill you You
hear dat-

Whereupon Jemimy flouted out and
went into the kitchen where she went
about breakfast with surprising ener-
gy

¬

talking to herself all the time
It is impossible to describe the keen

disappointment of Buster John when-
he came down to breakfast and learned-
of the remarkable events of the night
He was disappointed first because he
had not been kidnaped with the rest
and second because he had not been
waked to join in time search He had
an idea thatl he had been treated un-
fairly

¬

not by any particular person or
persons but in some way It was just
his Iluck he said to be left out when
anything very interesting was going to
happen He recalled the day he re-
mained

¬

at home from school on some
slight excuse and a pack of hounds-
ran a gray fox right up to the school-
house door and caught It there and-
a little later the same day the boys
found a partridge nest right on the
verge of the playground and the nest I

had seventeen beautiful eggs in it
There were other occasions that he re ¬

membered and he said to himself and
to others that it was pretty hard that-a girl should be having such a fine time
while he was asleep in bed

But Sweetest Susan declared that it
wasnt much a fine thing alter all She
was asleep and didnt know anything
about it Nevertheless she felt that
she had grown in importance by taking
part in the adventure and she put on r

some of those airs which are very cute
in girls of her age but which arcwell-
not so cute in grown women

Buster John submitted to them with
very good grace considering that he
was a spirited boy He knew he would
have done some strutting himself if
Sweetest Susans adventures had been
his As it was he contented himself
with assertions as to what he would
have done had he been in the wagon
He might have gone to sleep at first
he said but just as sure as anything
he would have waked when the wagon
jolted over a rock or a lump in the
road and thenwell suffice it to say
that wagoner would have found him-
self

¬
in deep trouble Buster John

would have pulled out his pistol
Why you havent any pistol you

know you havent cried Sweetest
Susan

Well Id have had one if I had been
in the wagon I would have guessed
what was going to happen

How came you didnt inquired
Drusilla at this point Whynt youguess we wuz gwine ter drop off tersleep An whynt you stay down daran wake weall up I dont like dishyes kinder guessin what guesses whendtsy aint no need er guessin

But Buster John insisted that He
would have borrowed his grandfathers
pistol and hid himself in the wagon
and when they came to some dark andlonely spot in the road then and tharehe would have demanded satisfaction

Huh Hed a sri you satifaction
exclaimed Drusilla Hed a grabbedyou an rolled yo head In one er demblankets an ef dat aint satlfy you
der a gp you sumpn else

Thats all you know about pistols
said Buster John imperiously

Xo needs ter know bout pistols re-
plied

¬
Drusilla wlien you know bout

folks Why honey dat ar man would-a eat you up ef you des so much ez
bat yo eye at Im Aint I done see deway he thaw vittles an how he talk
long wid hissef-

Nevertheless Buster John Insisted
that he would have rescued the raP ¬

lives and brought them home in tri ¬

umph-
As may be supposed the strange ad ¬

venture of Sweetest Susan and Dru ¬

silla afforded a subject for a great deal
qf gossip on the plantation and In tb j
surrounding cduntry timid the children

7

themselves passed many a pleasant
hour in discussing it when otherwise
they would have been very lonely
Sweetest Susan often thought of Utile
Billy Biscuit and once when talking
about him to her mother she mentioned
what Miss Elvlry had said about cast-
off childrens clothes Now as it hap ¬

I pened there was a chest full of clothes
somewhere about the house and Mrs
Wyche made haste to hunt It up and
sort out as much as might be of some
service to the little waif Then woman ¬

like having her mind on the matter
she insisted that the clothes must be
sent as soon as possible and gaVe or-
ders

¬

that Johnny Bapter should carry
everything the next morning-

The children hearing of this insisted
that thor be allowed to go along and
as there was nothing to prevent Sher ¬

mans army having unwittingly dis ¬
persed school and schoolmaster it
was arranged that Johnny Bapter
should use the spring wagon which
had two seats so that Buster John
Sweetest Susan and Drusilla could all
go along And as Johnny Bapter was
gonig that far he might as well take
an early shirt and go on to Harmony
Grove to carry some gifts of butter
flour and other supplies to an old friend-
of Mrs Wyches whose husband was In
the army and whose sources of main-
tenance

¬

had been all but swept away
by the army of invasion

The children were up bright and
early but they found Johnny Banter
and the wagon waiting fur them There
was not much delay after that you
may be sure only a little wait on
Drusilla who was not likely to allow-
so short a journey to interfere with the
play of her appetite Buster John and
Sweetest Susan went out to the wagon
with half their breakfast in their
hands Johnny Bapter took off his hat
to them very politely and then when
they were seated in time wagon he took
oft his hat and bowed twice I

Youre mighty polite this morning
Johnny Bapter said Buster John

Whats the matter with you
Well fust I bow tel youall an

den I bow ter dem ar waffles an dat ar
ham I aint seen no waffles in so long
dat I bleege ten bow at um Dey may
not know me but I knows dem

That settled it of course Johnny
Bapter knew what he was doing In
their exuberant spirits the children
would have given him all their wafiles
and ham but no I aint no ways
greedy said Johnny Bapter so he
only took twothirds An de waffles
got butter on urn he exclaimed Im
mighty glad youall tuck a notion to
go long Look like dey aint been no
war when you kin git a tase er wafiles
Git up dar hess what you holdin back-
on level groun fer when you known
Im up here eatin waffles Ef anybody
ax youall how come I dont blong ter
no church you up an tell urn dat its
des kaze I aint hear none er de preach ¬

ers say deys gwinter be waffles up dar I

whar good folks goes Ef devII des
say wafiles Im wid um an Ill stay
wid um too dont you disremember-
dat

I

Fer Johnnee Baplter my n I

16u ax my mummy shell Wee desame
This last was a snatch of song that

sounded sweetly on the morning air
It was accompanied by a shaking of
the reins that set the horse trotting at
the ton of his sneed In a vcrv short
while as it seemed to the children who
enjoyed the ride they were at Mr
Bobs where they were met by Miss
Elvira who said she was delighted to
see them The clothes she declared-
the very thing every stitch being in the
right place and each garment certain-
to fit a twytyorne might be a little
too big now at the present time but
they wouldnt stay too big many days

Somethin told me vou all was a
comin today I had fi rlngin in my
right car an my nose has been a
eetchin ever sence I got up this morn
in I knowd I was certain to have
company and who could It be says I
to myself but the youngsters from the
Abercrombie place

How Is Little Billy Biscuit asked
Sweetest Susan

As line as split silk responded Miss
Elvlry with a fond laugh as fat as a
pig and the cut st thing you ever laid
eyes on Come right in hes back in
here somers Billy Billy Biscuit
Where are yau for goodness sake

Here me replied Billy
Come here said Miss Elviry

heres somebody want to fjee you
Uhuh Me tant mes a mootalf

Mootalf in de pentant lit out
When Miss Elvirv and the children

yent to see what Billy was up to they
found that he had turned a halr on its
side and with that had penned himself-
in a corner of the room I

Mootalf want water he exclaimed

I

Miss Elvlry would have given him some
from the gourd but he protested loud-
ly

¬

Nooo Mootalf drink out de
pan and nothing would do but he
must have a pan of water From this
he drank as he had seen the calf drink

Did anybody ever see the like of
that exclaimed Miss Elvlry In an
ecstacy of pride They aint narrv
nother child in the world his age and

inches half as smart as he Is
Billy Biscuit acted as if he thought

so too Inside the somewhat narrow
limits of his pen he walked to and fro
on his allfours as if trying to show
himself oft

Now Miss Elvlry could say nothing-
on

1

behalf of Billy Biscuits accomplish-
ments

¬

that Sweetest Susan would not
agree to She was very fond of babies
and ycung children and had a peculiar
knack of them She felt
too a special interest in Billy Biscuit
having been the means of rescuing him
from that lunatic and so
she sat on the floor by the little fellow
and In a very few minutes they were
having great fun Especially was It
great fun when Dnisljla dqjned them
and solemnly pretended to have a fit

I
f

q
t

Billy Biscuit laughed until he was
nearly exhausted at Drusillas queer
antics so that finally Miss Elvlry felt
compelled to beg her not to be so funny
Whereupon Drusilla became really sol ¬

emn Her clownish antics were put
aside and she Became a wild beast of
the forest name unknown She went
about the room tin hands and knees
growling mind iraking strange noises In
her throat Th se Were thrilling mo¬

ments for Blly Biscuit when this wild
animal headedl in his direction and he
would rush to the protection of Sweet-
est

¬

Susan with OH that ige and
taste of fear that gave a peculiar zest
to the play-

As for Buster John he had other fish
tofr as Miss Elviry said Lucky for
him Mr Bobs had cut one of the fin ¬

gers of his right hand the afternoon
before and the cut had developed such
soreness that he was taking a day off
Buster John in looking about the place
which was a small one indeed but very
interesting lied come upon Mr Bobs
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Mrs Wyche Getting Clothes Per
Billy Biscuit

sitting in the door of his little workshop
smoking his clay pipe one that he had
made himself for he was a very in
genious man-

Howdy Mr Bobs said Buster
I John with as much politeness as a

small boy can muster
I Why howdy replied Mr Bobs
I Youre young Abercrombieno

Wyche Well talnt much of a mis-
takeI to put you wP the Crombles The
Wyche In you dont hurt you Youre
a Cromble all over ef I ever seed one
an lse seed em all fust an last

As Mr Bobs sat looking at Buster
John he presented a very picturesque
figure Though the weather was a
trifle chilly he sat without his coat and
the sleeves of his shirt were rolled up
exposing half of his brawny sunburnt
arms His wool hat sat en the back of
his head showing a highJ forehead He I

wore a full heard and no mustache and
his eyes twinkled with both humor and
shrewdness

Whats this I hear about Mr Thim
blefinger and all them rigamaroles lie
asked after a while

Buster John swelled with conscious
knowledge but ho did not commit him
self Im sure I dont know he re
plied What did you hear

A mighty heap of things said Mr
Bobs lots more than I can take time-
to relate

Who told your Mr Bobs Buster
John was very cautions

Themthat t6ld me want tellln
tales out of school But fust and
fomost how come you to know Mr
Tnimblefinger

Wewe just found him replied
Buster John-

Ketched
ij

him out said Mr Bobs
laughing at the thoughts of such a
thing I allowed maybe that was the
way of It Well you an your little sis
is mighty lucky chaps

Drusilla was with us Buster John
explained

The nigger gal Hm well esI
reckon so remarked Mr Bobs with a
frown Well maybe white folkl
have a breathin spell now that the
whole kit and bilin is free

Mr Bobs prejudice made no im-
pression on Buster John What has
become of Little Thimblcfinger he In-

quired I asked Aaron but lip only
shook his head

He aint no nigger Ill be boun
suggested Mr Bobs

Who Aaron Hes an Arab-
I heard tell remarked Mr Bobs

that away back yonder he Arabs
was a right sight pear tel than our
folks They knowd all about physic
and algcber an things like that Now-
I reckon you think that Aaron is een
about the smartest man in the world
Come now Dontyou Hey

Buster John reflected awhile and
then replied Not the smartest man in
the world

Yell anyhow youve got time idee
strong in your mind that hes a heap
smartestman anywhere in these
diggins now haint you persisted
Mr Bobs

I
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entertaining

unfortunate

Buster John did not assent to this in
so many words but his tone and man-
ner

¬

left no doubt on Mr Bobs mind
that the youngster had very extreme
opinions as to Aarons gifts I dont
blame you said Mr Bobs Youre
young ylt an you haint traveled much
the wide world all over Todays een
about the fust time youve been to our
house sense you weighed a pound more
then a possum I want to showyou a
thing or two You vc got the Idee an
your sis too I reckon that Aaron

I knows It all Ef youll call her out Ill
show you that Aaron dont know more
than half of the things that mought be
knowd

Buster John called Sweetest Susan
and she came running out followed by
Drusilla

Stand a little furder back said Mr
Bobs motioning with his hands a lit-
tle

¬

furder ylt now thatll do Keep
your eyes open

There was no need for that sugges-
tion

¬

Hes going to show us some ¬

thing Buster John explained and
then the children stood still amid
watched hardly drawing breath
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Benjamin Harrison to Sail on Nay IT For Paris Where He Will Argue Against Great

Britain Before the International Tribunal Settlement of Question in Sight That
Nearly Caused War With United States Four Years Ago

On May 17 exPresident Benjamin
Harrison will sail for Paris to takepart in the most momentous and im-
portant

¬

lawsuit of recent years It
will be held before an august interna ¬

tional tribunal of arbitration The
parties at law are the government ofGreat Britain and the government of
Venezuela balked by the government
of the United States It will settle thequestion that four years ago nearly
precipitated an AngloAmerican war

ExPresident Harrison who is chief
counsel for Venezuela after nearly
three years devoted to a thorough in
vestigation of all of the claims in ¬

volved has come to the conclusion-
that England has rights in only a nar¬
row eastern strip of the disputed ter-
ritory

¬

He will contend for the Ven ¬

ezuelan government that the proper
boundary should be in the neighbor ¬

hood of the fiftyninth parallel of lati-
tude

¬

whereas Great Britain has
claimed westward beyond the sixty
third parallel of latitude taking a num-
ber

¬

of exceedingly valuable gold mines-
In which British capital is now inter-
ested

¬

This contention of counsel will
come as a surprise both to American-
and to British Interests and It is a

I
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great source of gratification to the
Venezuelan government

The cause of this most notable law ¬

suit of modern times was Great Brit ¬

ains persistent refusal to submit to
arbitration the boundary line dispute
between British Guiana and Venezuela
The United States took no stand as to
what was the true boundary line be ¬

tween the countries but only Insisted
that Great Britain should submit to
the arbitiation so frequently urged by
Venezuela In order that the true line
might be determined On Great Brit¬

alas icfusal the memorable message-
of President Cleveland was Issued and
this country determined to find out for
Itself by thorough investigation the
true line

A commission consisting of David J
Brewer of the supreme court of the
Tmtfri Stnto TJ W AVPV F R Cou
flert Daniel C Gilman and Andrew D
White was appointed by the United
States to determine the boundary The
commission collected a great mass of
information but It was not necessary-
for it to complete its work Great
Britain finally consented to arbitration-
and agreed to a plan after a long cor-
respondence

¬

between Lord Salisbury
and llichard Olney secretary of state
of the United States After that the
United States had no further official
interest In the question A treaty was
arranged between Venezuela and Great
Britain agreeing to take as final the
decision of a tribunal of arbitration
as to the disputed boundary

First Case of Its Kind-
It pointed out by General Harrison

and his associate counsel that this
tribunal is more like the great courts-
of justice than any other that has sat-
In an dispute TrIbunals-
in such cases they say have been too
much the conferences of the represent ¬

atives of the disputing nations rather
than the consultations of judges to
whom the parties are quite Indifferent
Venezuela has no direct representative-
upon the tribunal It la made up of
Sir Charles Russell lord chief justice-
of England succeeding Lord Herschel
recently deceased and Justice Rich ¬

ard Henn Collins on the part of Great
Britain Chief Justlce Fuller and Jus-

tice Brewer of the United States su-
preme

¬

court on the Bart of Venezuela
and Professor Martens of the UnIver-
sity of St Petersburg selected by these
four It had been provided that should
he four firstnamed members be un ¬

able to choose a fifth within four
months King Oscar of Norway and
Sweden was to elect the fifth but the
use of this provision did not become
necessary

Though the treaty of arbitration had
been finally ratified in June 1S97 it
was not until January iSIS that defi-
nite measures were taken toward hav-
Ing the case of Venezuela properly
resented before the tribunal Then
General Harrisqn a man of prestige by
reason of his having been president
of the United States and a man of
thorough legal ability was called to
New York and engaged as chief coun-
sel for Venezuela There was an Im ¬
mense task before him The docu ¬

mentary evidence extends over four
centuries General Harrison at the time

knew little more of the case than
other readers of newspapers and per
odicals Though Venezuela had for
a number of years appealed to the
United States for assistance in her
dispute with Great Britain and
though Secretary Blaine like other sec-
retaries

¬

of state had had some corre-
spondence with Great Britain on the
subject yet the case was only a minor
Incident In Harrisons administration-
and did not take on anything like that
acute form which It began to assume I
early in the administration of his suc-
cessor President Cleveland

I

Harrison Work on the Case
From the date of his employment as

counsel for Venezuela something over
fifteen months ago until the present
General Harrison has given his entire
time to this great case His law office
In Indianapolis has not been used by
him and he has WDrtced at his home
Scarcely a day has passed on which-

he has net spent the usual business
hours of a lawyer from 9 to 4 oclock-
on this case Considering that he Is a
public man with many urgent re-
quests for use of his time In politics
and other business affairs he has led
almost a secluded life His sojourn-
In the Adirondacks last summer was
only a change of workshop not a va¬
cation-

In this boundary dispute the Ven ¬

ezuelans and the British are the suc
essors respectively of the Spanish-
and the Dutch The controversy
touches many points of historic and
romantic Interest beginning with the-

mes of the Spanish discovery and

fi

conquests in South America The dis-
puted

¬

territory itself was the much
sought El Dorado of the Spanish and
English adventurers The Dutch in
the long struggle of the Netherlands
against Spanish tyranny and Inquisi ¬

tion attacked their enemy along these
faraway coasts and cut oft many of
the treasure ships that carried to
Spain the means of maintaining her
long and cruel wars It was by settle ¬

ment in territory claimed by Spain
and while at war with that country
that the Dutch got a foothold in Gui-
ana

¬

and by treaty of Munster in 161S

after a thirtyyears war In Europe re-
ceived

¬

a grant from Spain of terri-
torial

¬

rights in Guiana What is now
British Guiana was held for 166 years
by the Dutch By conquest and treaty
it was finally ceded to Great Britain-
in 1S11

Evidence In Threa Languages
The evidence submitted in this in ¬

ternational lawsuit is particularly vol-
uminous

¬

for the two and a half cen-

turies
¬

since the treaty of 1G4S which
gave no well defined boundary between
Spanish and Dutch possessions and
thus started all the trouble There
are Dutch documents complete and

7
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international

many

wellconnected from The Hague
Spanish documents incomplete scat ¬

tered gathered with great labor from
archives without Index at Seville
There was a search also in the Vatican
at Rome among reports of the Spanish
mission settlements in the disputed
territory Material also had naturally-
been gathered in the Venezuelan arch-
ives

¬

at Caracas Then there were the
English blue books supplemented in
the research on Venezuelas behalf by
unofficial publications about geograph-
ical

¬

subjects and travel not always in
harmony with the official documents-

All the documents In foreign lan
guases have been translated and the
whole proceedings are in English All
the evidence is in Everything sub-
mitted

¬

has been printed and copies of
the many volumes have been furnished
to the five arbitrators and the respect-
ive

¬

counsel What Is called the case
or the opening statement of facts for
Great Britain takes up one volume
with seven volumes ft appendices or
exhibits The case for Venezuela takes-
up one volume with two volumes of
appendices Each side also submitted-
wits its case an atlas of maps bear ¬

ing on the controversy The counter
case of Great Britain takes up one
volume and a volume of appendices
and the countercase of Venezuela-
one volume with two volumes of ap-
pendices

¬

Each side with its counter
case submitted another atlas Then
came the printed argument filling two
volumes or about SOO pages for Vene-
zuela

¬

and only one volume of about
sixtyfive pages for Great Britain Tnus
far therefore twentythree printed
volumes have been submitted Further
proceedings are to be by oral argu ¬

ment though such things as the arbi ¬

trators may call for will be submitted
in printing and the other side will have
leave to print replies

Assisting General Harrison as counsel
for Venezuela are Benjamin F Tracy
who was secretary of the navy in his cab-
inet

¬
S MalletPrevost and James itusscllSoley nil of New York S MalletPrevostwas secretary of the United States com-

mission on ihls boundary dispute and had
done much work for the commission inplacing evidence In shape He was there ¬

fore lamlllar with the details of the dis ¬
pute and was especially valuable in mak-
Ing up the Venezuelan case In the short-
time hf twMm Triniinrv IViK nnfl Mntvh 1C
of the same year when the case was=

sub-
mitted

¬
There Is no citizen of Venezuelaamong the counsel for that country butJ M de Rojasof Venezuela Is agent forhis country In the litigation General

Harrison engaged in a case for a Span ¬

ishspeaking country and one in which
documents translated from foreign languagas art numerous is familiar only
with the English language Me Is furth-er

¬

making his rtrt trip to Europe in-
going to Paris to plead tar Venezuela in
this case

Immense Territory In Dispute
The territory in dispute between Vene-

zuela
¬

and British Guiana covers over W
IW square miles anti Is greater than the
combined areas of the states of New York
Connecticut and Massachusetts Vene-
zuela

¬

contends that all the territory west
of the Essequibo river belongs to the re-
public

¬
Loam Salisbury in correspondence

with Mr oiney opposing the submission-
of time dispute abuut certain parts of thisterritory to arbitration spoKe impressive ¬
ly of tltlts that haul been unquestioned
for generations Jn the masteny printedI

argument of General Harrison and Isis
associates these pretensions are submit-
ted to a ngiu analysis which makes It appear that an unuisputcu title could not
be shown for even one generation Beforethe discoveries of goid beginning less
than twenty years ago the territory westor the Ksse iulbo river was practically i
unsettled except for cnezueian settle-ments

¬

near the Orinoco iVnen the gold
movement begun the British simpiy went
In and took charge of timings setting up I

their own government and now afterheavy mining Investments they are re¬
luctant to give up control

Venezuelas claims ue based on therights acquired by Spain of which coun ¬
try the present republic was up to lSlO
a deuendeiicv Sniin It is contended hv
discovery and beitlement In the sixteenthcentury gained title to the whole of the

I country from the Orinoco to the Amazon
rivers For the Spanish title is claimed
the broad rights and liberal construction
accorded by international law to the dis-
covering

¬

nation The Dutch as second
comers or Intruders within this territory-
are held by Venezuelan counsel to bo
bound by narrower rules mind to have pre-
scriptive

¬
Ute to such territory only as

is settled by them or can clearly bo
shown to have been uiuler their control
The treaty of arbitration between Great
Britain and Venezuela provides as a spe-
cial

¬

rule that adverse holding during a
period of fifty years shall make a good
title The arbitrators may deem exclusive
political control of u district as well op
actual settlement thereof sufficient to
constitute adverse holding or to make
title by prescription-

By the treaty of letS Spain granted to
the Netherlands the territory then
held by the Dutch In Guiana without
defining what this territory was and
this started all the trouble It Is con ¬

tended that the Dutch then held no
territory whatever west of the Esse
qulbo except a narrow strip along
the coast to the Pomeroon a river
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small on the map but Important In thiscontroversy Tho Dutch It Is held laI the 166 years before British controlIn 1S14 never advanced farther unlessit was about one mile to tho west tothe Maruca another small but muchmentioned river Spain treated any pre¬tensions the Dutch made beyond this asobviously baseless and drove them backas Intruders Diplomatic correspond-ence
¬

I on the subject of the boundaryhad ceased between the Spanish and
the Dutch seventyone years before 1SI1
when consternation was created im
Venezuela by news that a British flapI was flyIng at Point Barima an Islandcommanding the mouth of the Orinoco
A esnJas at once made by Yenezuela time controversy bo longasleep was reawakened

I Schomburgks line
Tho flying of the British flap wasI due to the claims for Great Britain byHermann Sehombursk a young Ger ¬

man naturalist who had been travelIng In Guiana and had proposed to theBritish government to survey a bound-ary ¬
line He was an enthusiast forGreat Britain and dwelt In his letterson the great military advantage ofcontrolling the mouth of time Orinocoa river which he said offered watertransportation for from 400 to t1J leaguesand had nearly SOO tributary streamsof more or less importance The Ori ¬

noco flows into the ocean by many
Channels Of which that rommnmlprl hv
Point Barima on time island of Barima
Iis the southernmost Schomburgk call¬
ed attention to the fact that this chan-
nel

¬
Boca do Navies or ships mouthwas the only one which admitted yes

cels of some draught and was often v
referred to as the Dardanelles of the X
Orinoco He spoke of the remains ofa fort having been found at Point Ba
rima and of this being evidence thatthe Dutch hail controlled this point
Venezuelan counsel now contend thatthere is no Mj enco In the voluminous
and complete Dutch records of any
forts ever occupying this point They
refer to evidence that the French trailers once had a stronghold there and
that If the remains reported bv Schom ¬
burgk were really found they were
probftbly traces of the French occu ¬
pation

Under the protest of Venezuela atthe time Great Britain reached from
the claims made In 1SU and pulled up
markers of the Schomburgk line in
1S42 Since then Great Britains claims
have shifted about until the various
lines proposed when put on the ma >

In different colors look like strands
of tangled yarn A curious fact In
the case is that this Schomburgk linepublished on maps from 1S42 was a
line first proposed by JIm before he
made a survey His actual survey-
was of a line taking in a respetablestrip of territory to the map
based on this survey was stowed away
In secret archives and not sprung on
the world until fortyfour years later in
Isle

The Cuyuni and Mazarunl rivers two
large streams flowing into the Essequibo
form the basis of contention in the inte ¬nor of the disputed territory While theoriginal Schomburgk line had In the In ¬
terior cut straight across the Cuyuni tho
larger of time two rivers the expanded line

the west so as to take In the en ¬
tire course of the river Great Britain It
would seem had at tirst been too modestto make public claim to the territory be-
yond

¬
tho original Schomburgk line butnow the extreme claim of the British Jrextends far beyond even time expanded

Schomburgk line taking in all the trib-
utaries

¬
of the Cuyunl up to their source

ansi to within a c n rnMeo of the Ori-
noco

¬
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