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Synppsis of Preceding Chapters-
Maaaau a little duchy in Europe

which has nmlntained Its independence
occau50 of the jealousies or the largo
ImrroW1dlng countries seems about to be
wallowed u Germany Is represented

ut Rovonde the Calltol by the shrewd
statesman Baron von Elmur Engiands
influence is strolg and MaJor Counsel
lors presence means much France and
Rus I are also playing the diplomatic
game Q the nine the storo opens John
JtaIywood u young nghshman WOO

litis served seven years In the Maasau
frontier cavalry Is about to resIgn Oti-
scomnhiiaion when delpdorf the cnancel
lor and man or tho hour sends for hun
and makei him a gentleman or the
Guard taIl wood moats Valerlo Sell
dorX the chancellors daughter Tue
gentlemen of the Guard onjeet to the
appointment of the Englishman UnIar
a ueacter and a uuitor lor Valenes hant1
arranges tor the attalr or honor Involved
rotsacs flis shot and with his corn
pnlo Is overcome by the manly bear
Ing at ltal1wooa 1no guests at too
palace ball overwhelm the young Enllsh
man with congratulations Countess
3aSan tdles a great Interest Iu Hall
Wood Oflt invites him to Castle iagan
with a party Von Elmur Plots with
Selpdort in behalf orUerman to disband
thu guard At the castle Valerie orrends-
tho auke Sagan fearIng that the women
will spoil the plot WIUes to cause tile
death or Icrlo and his wife Von
Elmur wIll not consent because he
wishes to marry Valerie and still be
lioves lie can cury out has plan with
Slpaorr lea Umc the guarus tJnziar-
Couienctorp and Itaiiywooa must be dis-
posed or Yon Elmur Unzlar and Rally-
woed woo Valerie Countess Sagan lore
sees th itsnger or the young ingllshman
und warn nlll1 Collendorp refuses to
bu a traitor to the duke ann Is unurnered-
by bagan In the presence of Von Elmur
Tile followers or balgaul attack the guard
itt thu castle Rnhlyood and Unzlar are
overpowered but Major Counselsor In
disguise as thu duke appears and the
whole affair is hushed up Sagan does
not dare to carry out hIs present plot
tlnee Germany Russia and Englana
would know tile facts Countess hagan
and Valeriu escape death froni a prearr-
anged runaway and Itallwood uinds
them badly frightened at a frontier fort
Here thu countess attempts to humble
ValerIe but nall wood turns the tablesby declaring his love for the young girt
and then lisisten away to Itcvonde betore-
on explanation can be malle Von Etmur
and heltjoorr plan to withhold the English
lroposals from raasau Rallwood Is sent
to totn xord to taKe enarge of a prisoner
The unknown Prisoner turns out to b
3laJor Couliseller

CHAPTER XXV-
A Question of Two Moralities

The road toward the blockhouse ran
along the river bank past the Kofn

t ford They went slowly on together
through the starry vindy night Hall
wood wIth ills hand on the bridle and
the wounded man holding limply to the
saddle

COlnsellor with an unaccustomed
warfare in his heartrage and the pity
or it working togetherstared into
space across the leaping river

As the two nien drew near the ford
they saw the dim figure or a horseman
riding down the bank on the opposite
side with the evident intention of
crossing The approaches to the ford
were flooded for the angry water fret
ted out its banks at such times and
deepened into dangerous swirls over the
crossing place-

Hnllywood checked the horse to shout
and signal to the man that the ford was
inhiassabie but his voice was drowned
by the harshthroated noises of the
night Weak as was the starlight
something of the loose reckless sing
in the saddle told Rallywood that the
rider was ththony Unziar Unzlar gal-
loped down the stones of the incline
and plunged into the torrent It was
clear from where he took the water
that he Intended to make for the little
beach below the blockhouse His course
was marked by a whitish rise in the
water now and then the watchers on
the bank lost sight of the struggling
figure as a tree trunk whirled past and
hid him or he seemed to Sinl In some
tormented eddy but ho came into view
again and always nearer At the last
moment whether horse and man were
oxhauated or whether a furious tangle
of crosscurrents caught them they
were swung round and away from the
landing point

It was now evident that Unziar saw
Rallywood for in answer to the latters
signs that he must make for tIle shal
lows lower down Unzlar waved some
object over his head as If to tll1 atten
ibm to it The suck or the urrent was
fast drawing him away but with an
other strong effort he got the horses
head round they heard his faint shout
upon the wind then the words came
more clearh

Carr them onSelpdorf lie flung
something forward the gale caught
and hurled it on to the rocks at Rally
woods feet-

Wheui they looked again Unziar had
disappeared

Hurrying up to the blockhouse Raiy
WOOd sent oft some trooners to nziars I

assistance then with some lllliculty
got his prisOJer who was stiff and
lizz3 on to his feet and supported him

to the room where Muse Ic SaUn and
ValerIe had rested on the night of the
snowstorm-

But he senreels yet knew the worst
Prcsentl Counsellur so1e

This thing has gone beyond a joke
be saW Vhat does it mean The
glance from under the overhanging
gray brows hail regained its tire

My orders are simple enough I noi
to keep you here until tomorrow after
noon nt 2 oclock

By doing syou will ruin aasu
115 a free state and bring a most serious
defeat upon British olcJ Counsel
Jors vole was rasping you pre
pared that

Both men were strenuous and bred
deep into the bone of each were the

dominant cualitieslameam prepared to carry out my or
des answered Rallywood I had

thepractically from the duke himself
The duke is of the same mind In

which I found him at the casteI though he may be forced to
asserted Counsellor then with a twIst
be rc3t up as his glance fell upon the
square dark object lying on the table
between them John Ra1ood do
you know what this Is

the dispatches thrown to me by
Unzlar-

That case Is mine it contains roy
private instrctlons you can guess
something of Importance from the
fact that I have been robbec of them
You must give them me As

En and an honest man Ion lshman
cal upon to give them back to

Rallywoods long nervous flners
closed over the packet

It is lrnporz bIe he said As an
Englishman yeS hut as an honest
roan wel Itit is hard to say

f you mad cried Counselor
t I have not had long out

and It is it tangled question replied
Ullwood wearily

queton I take It you
are frt of

private capacity and that
deals with my private honor but I
have undertaken another responsibility
from which 1 cannot withdraw at
pleasure I am a sworn soldier of
Iaasu and as such my public honor

has first claim
It was a simple renderng of a tre-

mendous problem served for
B llywood

Then said Counselor
Thee was a scuffle but

Bnflywood was ydung and strong and
moro active thanthe major

Confound you Counselor fell back4 a step or two brathing There
are some situations which by their ele
nental force destroy all other emoWns
he situation at Korn guardhouse was
ne of these The point at issue be
ween ±hse two men pierced t the

I

bedrock of national loyalty Perhaps
Blivinski was rIght Love of country
WS part or their physical equipment
yet by the Irony or circumstances they
were pitted against each other

Will you gIve me your parole
asked Rallywood with his back to the
door

Counselor drew out a big watch
minutes he saId It Is

now 930 at 45 minuteVast I shan
hold myself once more free to do what
I can You understand In the mean
time we vlll talk-

Ilallywocd motioned Counselor back
to the camp bed while sat
down on the table

I I fancy John we are both rather
in the dark about all this began
Counselor Tell me your story and Ill

My orders were clear enough flal-
lywood said I was to take charge ofa prisoner to be brought to me by the
incoming mail at the spot where Imet you You arrived cjueerly I ad
mit rollIng along the down line butyou are undoubtedly the person or
whom I was instructed to takeAhI begin to see There claremay be
manY men in Maassu who would rob
me but there Is only one man who
could do it so clumsily

Count Sagan-
Naturaly But to return I left you

at looking for COlendorp
whether you found him or not does not
come into this affair Perhaps be was
in Sagns

knife
way and lIe removed him

That Is quite In the counts manner
Well I got safely to England wheremy business took a day and a halflonger than I expected I received my
dispatches and 500 mIles from here Itook the precaution of removing them
from my dispatch box After we hairleft the frontier station I noticed thatour train had lost half Its length andthat I was in the last carriage I dldntlike it It is never healhy for a dis-
patch box to travel end compartment That is a temptn of fateCounsellor stopped to collecthis thoughts again

After a iltue the pace slackened andI felt a sharp jolt They were switchlag me ott the down line aimprove
ment upon the oribIna plan o like thecounts manner almost proves
he must have been on the spot super
intending opertion Next it was aface at the window I used my revoiw-er but they stunned me and robbed mearid left It to the night snaIl to close my
mouth for good Now you know thereyou are John Rallywood you areabetting a crime and a crime againstyour own country against England

Itallywood laughed but a laugh-
against bad sound with

HI seems the day has como when I
said

my enemies drCed in red lie
Why yes if you chose to put it sIf you either carry tee dispatches on

for Unzlar or lIteep me pris

her
oner you play Germanys game for

Perhaps not suggested Rnllwood
The chanclor sent me here

angrl grunt of de
rislon surprised him

Mile Valerie may be loyal but Selp
dorf Is at the bottom of the whole plot
Does ho guess there Is any bond of Ilk
ing or interest between you and his
daughter If so he sent you here to
break you He knew that between the
conflicting claims of a mans public and
private honor lie shame and often
death Do you not see that amongst-
them are bent on ruining you
Just now when I hoped all might be
yours that a man cart ask for Your-
Chicago cousin at Queens Fain is dying
and YOU are his heir Yet you are to be-
ruinedruined by the hate of Elmur
and Sagan and what are you to Selp
dorf but a fly to be crushed whose
presence annoys him

Are you sure of this His sending
me to be witness of your assinationfits In badly with the theory col-
lusion

Perfectly Sagan stultified the
scheme that was all Selpdorf forgot
that Sagan is a wild beast who can
only be fed with blood Counsellor
paused The highway robbery with
violence to vhich I have been subjecteis Sagans bullheaded translaton
Selpdors hint to detain me ac
cordng their calculatons before I

to wi have
been induced to lend himself some
other course It is not hard to read
their tactics They run on old lnSo you see there Is only one
of Ityou must help me John

What advIce he might have offered
to Itallywood as simple man to man
occupied no place in Counselors In
tentions He was as
opposed to her antagonists and Into
the scale in her favor lie meant to
throw the whole of hIs personal in
fluence with Railywood-

Rallywood made a sign of dissent
But you surely wIll not side with

Sagans party as against the duke
urged CounselorThe been known to change
his mimI before now

CoureUO bit savagely at hiS mus-
tache The minutes were flying

I wonder if old GUtwc has alowed
himself to be humbugged
more lie sald to himself John on
which side do you suppse Valerie
Selpdorf would wish

Ye ned not mention her answered

RalJwod stUn
Have you not spoken Does

she not know
She knowfye and others know

too that I love her But its ended
Thcre is nothing more there never an
be now

Counselor put his hand to his head
help me That after all

is the question
looked down at him andRallwooe1 there was a shadow

of reproach its the glande
For you tat Is the question but for

me there is Rallywood said
deliberately Until I can resign my
oath to Maasau honor holds me her
sworn sldier

Of aU things in the world what is
so arbitrary as honor said Coun-

selor Honor Is awild flower God
but man prunes it and theplant itdevil can be responsible for the

sports one sometmes meets with Wel
go your own devils way
major turned irritably round In my
creed a roans first duty Is to his eoun

tryI
wish I could see it so said thai

lywood sadly Then the hush of a
mighty battle fell upon the lte room
The allwas stifling to both Coun
seller knew what was In his com
panlons heart and even felt a faroff
pity for him but no relenting Daily
woods handsme brown face had grown
suddenly sharp aged and his gray
eyes contracted to dark poInts under
their frowning lids The man was
looking on the wreck of his life and
slowly comIng to the conclusion that
he must choose that course whIch
would add the defeat of the lad he
loved to his own ruin He would have
died for England happy in the sacrl
flee but to lose nil in her despite was
a hitter thl-

nTies up sail the major You
give me your de-

cision
A soldIer should see no further

than the point of his sword repledRallywood An oath stands my
sires Thee dispatches may be yours
but you know they have come itd my
charge As long as I am a oldIer of
Maasau my ditty to her come first of
all I cannot let you go nor can I give
up these dispatches Curse you a
strong flash of emoton breaking In
upon the speech why

me
have you no sword Iyou had killed

Ils
Counselor put hIs watch back into

A mans country should lx his con-
science said the old diplomatist a-

siuiiIiiL2

one who pronounces a definite and un
assailable truTh Then he waited

RalywoOd stood up
argue he said but

major you will believe me when I say
that I see my duty plainly I refuse

I have had a great regrd for you
replied Counselor Ir you
were by heaven Id blowyour brains out tonight Give those
dispatches

There was a rapid movement and
the gleam of a pistol barrel in his hand

Thank God It was not more than
the faintest whisper from flallywood-
as lie sprang at his companion

But there was no report only an om
Inous click as Counsellor flung the un
loaded revolver in Ralwoods face
with a bitter word

It was not loaded
Hardly had they dosed when the

door was opened and a couple of men
supported Unzalr Into the room The
water ran In streams from his clothes I

to the floor while he stood and stared
I at the two combatants who had fallen
t
apart I
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1Ballywood Stpped and aMatchi

I suppose they sent you to meet me
Ralwood he said In English It is

Im done You must
those dispatches on without delay for
they must reach the haneelor at the
earliest possible there is
no time to lose

Rallywood pointed to Counselor
This gentleman Is nuy You

will keep him here until further orders
Meantime I wIll ride on with thee to
Revonde

and Lnzair remained toCounselor no word passed between
them till out In the wIndy night they
heard the beat of hoofs tis Ralwoodrode away on his missio-

nCHAPTERXVI
Loves Handcap

As flallywood galloped steadily
through the night under theshrinking
moon with the tan behind and the
pearlgray road withering away Into
the level distance ahead It happened
that the two women of whom he mus
have had some thoughts during
lonely ride met and spoke together

Valerie I called for you to go with
me to the Abenfedts reception because
I have a queston to asl you began

I Isolde at once the door of the
carriage was closed

The passing lamps shone varyingly
upon their faces as they passed through

lighted streets anti Mme de Sagan
looked at her companion

Where is Captain Hallwood she
addec abrlptlname not passed btiveen
them since the Interview at the iiloclc

house
I cannot tel you I dont know

said Valerie
0 dear chid all Is fair in love

and war Why so dreadfully cross
with me atlil

Is it necessary to recur to the sub
ject at all

Will you never forgive me I won

derValerie looked steadily back Into the
lovely face where the underlying spirit
of mockery was transmuted Into an In
nocent playfulness like a childs

On contrary I thank yo-
uWhyfor humbugging him Valerie

you are
Happy Valerie could not forego

the very womanly triumph very hap-
py And you made me so

But said Isolde with some per
plexlty you would have It that lie did
not mean what he said

In her heart she thought a
great goose for making any such dis-

claimer Vanity has knowledge of no
tongue whereby to InterJret pride

Xu but it what he

wasI wonder lion Baron von Elmur
would like to hear that his future wife
was not ashamed to declare her love
for another man retorted lsolde

I mean to tell hIm
Xo no Valerie dont exclaimed

Mme de Sagan whose wealtness exuded
very often in a sort of kindhearted
ness 1 should not tel him Such a
confidence is apt to sour in a hus-
bands memor You may trust meI-
wl your secret smiled
scornful can lkeep a secret For In
stance I want to hear where Captain

wood Is because I knowthe count
hates him and also she nodded her
head slowly and also our dear friend
Baron you Elmer

Valerie was started
Baron von she repented
0 you quite mistake the matter Tae

has nothing to do whateverifeelng or with me The count and
Von Elmur hate hIm on very
grounds Everything appears to Inter
est med nowadays but ourselves she
ended sadlY

Because he Is English perhaps
Well yes It has somethIng to do-

withit You remember that last night
at the caste I conclude it was Jack
who their plans when SImon
and t1e baron went to thedukes apart

I

mentllTe count and Baron yon Elmur to
l S

r

sether What did they go for
ThC question dried up the little

of babble
How should I know But there was-

a tJhtId back Jack against most
is one reason Iliked

him We heard the shots and though I
was horribly frightened I told you none
of the particulars yet I knew all
Speak to me What are you
thlnkini of

I was thinking or Captain Rally
wood answered the girl at last offer
Ing the excuse Isolde would be most
likely to accept as true did not
knois he had sO many enemies But is
he not in Revonde

No he has not been tt the bar
racks sln h yesterday afternoon I sent
him an invitation You never give me
credit for sincerity but I am steady In
my friendships I do not mean to
drop him because he talked all that
nonsense at Kofn Ford You Boasted
about M Selpdorfs powermake him
use it now to save flallyvood 1 begin
to believe that you are really as cold
as you pretend to be Valerie you care

1j

liii

IL

Inside

car

the

my

the

Valerie

Valerie

different

Valerie

so little Wheieas I in spite o al
I
that Jig happeped would serve him

I sbal see U father when I return
promise you

Isolde buttoned her glove thought-
fUl

must b4careful not to let him
suspect ydu have any special In
terest in Jackshe shld for that
would be merely an additional reason
for letting Ihallywoodgo

Valerie couldnot misunderstand theo

euphemism-
Isolde myfather is not a savage

she exclaimed
Perhaps not said Mme do Sagan

simply lie know a very charing man In society but my experience
gota to shqw that every man Is a say
ageau fOld

Words whIch embody the opinion of
more women than one cares to num-
ber

l was 3 ucloek when an oflicer of the
guard leaving the windswept darkness
of the country behind him rode through
the north gate of Rewonde Into the
vivid blaclcand white perspeetves of
the city where close oltslde brii-
liant line of electric lights night herself
seemed to stand incarnate a jealous
intensity of blackness

Rallywood had picked up Unziars re-
lays of horses at certain points and on
the whole had made good time of the
rIde Nw he Crossed the brIdge that
lies opposite to tIm gate oi the palace
and mounted the curving streets toward
the ihancellerie-

He swung from his horse at the foot
of the bro d iilght of granie stops
under overhanging a car
rIage dashed up on the other side The
high doors nbod were flung open anda roll of red cloth dropped from step
to step down to the pavement a couple
of footmen placing it with the quick
deftness ot use until I reached the car-
riage

As she alihted ihlle Selpdorf recog
nzed the tall figure In the travel
stmen lIUnf cloak

Captalr Ralwooc where have youe almost Invo-
luntarily

From the frontier mademoiselevlll you give me OUrhas happened Has Major Counselorcome bock she whispered
went up the steps

He is attheford He has met with
an accIdent

Valerie said no more but as she en

face
tered the hal she read Ralvwoods

Has his excellency returned she
asked of an Uedant Then place re-
freshments in the smallbrar Captain
Ihallywood I you lit a fewmoments M Selpdorf will be homevery son Ho is anxious to see you

It was a little necessary makebelieve
before the numerous servants Howtar It deceived them nay be faintly
guessed when One considers an ones
secrets In relation to anyones ser
antsMan desigs his own game thought

he folowed the servant
Into whose hargo given or
he is forced to stand out and circum-
stances play itfor him In the years
all Is oneWhlcheser way the issue Qf thisnights work tUrne Maasau and Ya
brie must front his life for
ever The one supreme obstacle which
lurks always beside the mercenarys
path had arisen to bar his advance at
lust

Valerie opened the door sofl She
was trembling and afraid she
would not be outdone In generosity by
Rnllwood Site had determined to
than J him for the words spoken at
Rofn Ford and to sho1 hint how en
trely she cOIprehended their chival

her eyetelupon hIm all thought or self fadewas standIng midway the
gleamIng wine and glass of the side
table and the flickering glow of the
open stove upright and stately as ho
ever appeared to her but In his new at
Uuwher sharpened senses perc-

qlvedjjjj

a suggestion of disheartenment and
solitude

Swept away by the feeling of the mo
ment she crossed the rom to his side
and laid her hand upon arm

What Is it Something has hap-
pened she sidIhallyw000 looked down at her The
beautiful eyes like starlt darkness her-
clearhued soft dusky
curls above her brow her girlish re
serves and petulance all liqr sweet
unapproachable persnaly enhanceto pain the
looklu his lat upon them

Nothing to distress you madeniol-
selle M knows allbeaus Sepdorf
about it-

Then tel me I know so much al-

ready
I wish I could But I think his ox-

celiency might prefer to tell you him-
self
r Is It good news then Major Coun
seller has succeeded Then why are
you so sad

Sad hemadeoisle answere
with a Ic often

f

t
i

i

a

Lifr

hInt

I

when
tired

they areonly hungry and dog

Then eat she saId Let me give
you some wine

She drew him to the table and poured
out a glass of wine

To the success of sassau and of
England she sid Then touching it
with her lps In graceful fashion of
Maaau handed It to him

Hark I think Iher my father ar-
riving anti there Is something I must
say to you before he comes

She clasped her hands nervously the
bare shapely hands with their gleam
Ing rings and Rallyvood watched her
and felt as if he were dreaming

Captain Rallywood I want to thank
you I can never thank you enough for
that night at Kofn Ford I understood

pray believe I understood itand I
alive
think you are the noblest genteman

nall wood did not hesitate There
was one thing Valerie should know and
be certain of In the uncertain futur

Give me a moment mademoiselle-
he exclaimed detaining her 1 sryou
do not quie understand I could not
expect 01 understand But now
now that I am leaving Maasau I must
tell you the truth Perhaps you wlbelieve It sonic day I ant proud

I know I and yet youOh say no
more For sake you stooped to say
it Iwas not true lint I knew that

took her hands between his own
In afirm strong clasp

Listen mademoiselle It was true
Since lirst I saw Ou it always has
been true

I remember she said breathlessly
She could not help saying it

Do you he answered The tempts
to wander a little was too sweetton wore this cloakhe touched it

with his lingers thelaid his hand over
hers delberateb In the quiet confident
way li he dideverything and
which she had own to loeandever since I have carried the glove you
despised And though this Is my good-
bye I will carry itahvays

Butbut
0 I dont ask you to bleve me

now he said bitterly I not
noble mademoisele I was only too
proud say you that night

aswlh another little smieI was
proud not to say

Valerie raised hr eye and her eye
were full of light I

Then It was tr ethank God
But Ralywood though he saw the

purpose speech would not un
derstand its significance He led her
toward the door bywhlcli she had en-
tered

You must go mademolsele I
dare not lkeep you wih longer
Goodhy and may go with YOU
Valerie

Slio stopped sUddenly and kissed ththand that held hers
I too am proud she whispered

And the door closed upon her

CHAPTER XVL
The Lan of the Hour

Selpdor Is the man or the hour
Counselor once said to Rallywood

saying had a trick of
lingering In the memory yih the
chancellor then stl rtmained key
to the situation was Implcated in-

theconspiraey but lie les
and far more to lose than the others
A dangerous condition and one pOssible
of developmen-

tAl this passed in a flash through
mind as the opposite door

opened to admit M Selpdort Who re
plied stifily to Rahlyoods bow

I was not prepared see you this
evening began Selpdorf

I have brought the dispatches your
excellency replied RaUywood taking
the packet from his pocket but con tn-
uln to hold It in hishand

Selpdorf eed him
From whom-
Lieutenant Unlar

The affair was falling out In an un-
expected manner Selpdorf was a stu
dent of human nature as all of hIs
craft must b pad Rallwoo offered

for his observation a character out Qt
the common and hard for a Maasaun
to read How had lie escaped from the
dilemma in which he had been so care
fully place The chancellor was curl
ous to The man was an artist in
the human passIons

Front Lieutenant Unziar Selpdorf
repeated tentatively And your Dris
oner The roan who I ordered you to
keep at the block house

The chancellor half expected to hear
that Counselor was also In Revonde
aqd with an unsum
In but unspeakable efiontry had call-
ed to explaIn his own view of the mat
tea

Unzlar Is with himwith Major
Counselor at Kofn Ford Unzlar was

ride on at once after cross
lag the river which is in flood There-
fore I have come

Was it possible Ralhvood had mere-
ly shirked facing the difficulty in this
way thought Selpdorf

Ah Major Counsellor And these
are the dispatches

These are Major Counsellors prI
vate dispatches which were stolen from
him within the frontier of Maasau
saId Raltvwood-

Selpdoris round eyes showed their
lids in aodd flicker The attack was
sudden He brushed his mustache up
wards with a thoughtful movement of
the linger and thumb regarding Rally-
Woost as he did so

Then whY have you brought them
to me he sid at last

Because u soldier should see no fur-
ther than the pint of his sword your
excellency Railywood slowly

God And how do you come to know
what the packet contains

The person who robbed Major Cun
sellor did not even take the precauton
of placing It under another cover
recognized it at the blockhouse

It seems to me then that you had a
decision to make at the blockhouse

Yes said Ral> wood simply
But It was subject to bear dis-

cussion
As a soldier or Maasau you decided

rIght Selpdorf misjudged laly
woOl for the moment It rosed
mind that this was a mercenary after
all and to he bought

But as aman I now wish to resign
my commission

Selpdorf raised his brows
But why At the very moment

you have proved your falthfInes
and your zeal When we owe you
recognition of these high qualities

I want nothing your excellency but
to go out front this house a free man
returned Ralywood coldlyI

your words Captain
Ralywood

other difficulties had not
arisen went on Rallywood I may
remind your excellency that a soldiers
oath does not cover robbery and assas
sinaton-Selpdorf was and looked astonished
I dont understand you he saId

gravely Pray tell rae what you
mean

I found Major Counsellol alone and
unconscious In a single carriage thathad been sent rolling down the
on the line where the outgoing maitrain could not fail to collide
The Inference Is dear Some one wished-
to make an end of himIn a railwaY
accident But the plan was a curiously
stupid one for nothing could satlsfac
tori explain Major Counselors Tlres-
ence there since It to
the British legation In Revonde that he
was entering not leaving Maasau

Selpdorf stood silent Here was
another illdevised amendment born of
Count Sagans blundering brain

It Is a very strange story he said
at length Had the train come into
collision with the carriage which you
assert was on the down line

The troops from Kofn and the rail-
way people at Alfau can prove that

The mail might have been deried
wih no one can tell what

Count Simon holds life very cheap
said Ralwood Xo life that stands In
his a safe Not even the life
of Mile SelJdornThe chancelor was moved for one

You are your senses he said-
sternly

It Is true
Both men looked round ValerIe had

entered
Father you must hear me before you

before you

stopped
She glanced at Raliwood and

Go Valerie you have nothing to do
with these things

Selpdort met her as she came toward
himYou must hear me tonight father
You are mistaken I have had a great
deal to do with them I know all that
Captain Ralywooc has said to youyes
I had know For i was I
who brought Major Counselor to the
dukes apartments at be
cause I knew there was it plot against
his highness But I did not know it was
a German plot In which Baron von El
mur was using Count Salan O you
must be 01 your guard against
themWho has been frightening you wIt-
hal this nonsense asked Selpdorf with

suspicion-
You dont understand me Father I

know how Captain Coiendorp died I
saw itthe struggle and his fall over
the cliff Then I guessed his highness-
was In danger and I went to warn him
Captain Rallywood tell my father or
Count Sagans visit to the dukes rooms
in themiddle of the night with Baron
von Elmur Iwe Isolde and Iheard
the shots You do not know It but
there is a plot Your life Is not safe
Captain Rallywood Is right no lfethat stands In Count Sagans way
safe And you on whom the state de
pendsyou who alone can uphold her
libertyyou are the ilrat they vliI try
to destroy He hates you else why
should lie try to ki me

She was clinging his area
To ki you If I thought that was

trueIf could believe lie meant to in
jure YOU

The chancellor rIse his eyes At
this momentlplomatlalYhe was
superb an or de-

cision an air of holding a master stroke
In reserve whereas he was in reality
merely retiring to a negative position
to walt upon events

Tell me the tory he said
There Is nothing further to tell re

plied Railywood Mademoiselle has
given you the main facts But for her
Maasau would today be a province of
Germany In fact if not in name

I have been misinformed and de
ceived In an incomprehensible manner
the chancelor sid empltticaliy There
was sti matter of Counselors
dispatches Nothing was
gined by keeping them whereas by

them back to the old diplomat
list Mans it was sure to profit for the
time at lest The difficulty was to get
rid of the packet without loss of prest-
ige to himself Now as to Major Cou-
nselors dispatches he added doubtful

You will send them back to hips
said Valerie eagerly

You cannot see the elifllculty of my
position The chancellor laid hit
hand upon her shoulder To be fran
with you and In confdence CaptaIn
Rallywood I have ignorant
that an understanding existed between

ount Sagan and the Baron von Elmur-
I have even been obliged to counintaIceIt to a certain extent As
they are aware that these dispatches
have been sent to me II use them a-
m daughter suggests need scarcely
point out that trouble must ensue since
I more or less represent Maaaau Now
we cannot afford to offend Germany
She only awaits a pretext to hurl down
her army of iccupation upon us Had
I never had those dispatches the way
might have been easier

His glance at Rlwood held a large
reproach

But father In honesty and justice
It Is a case of private justice as op

posed to national necessity If Cap-
tain Rallywood lund sacrificed his publ
to his private honor If he had
prefer his countrs cause to his oatt
of fealty

itailywoo understood
No one IIWS 1 cm here he said
Ah true

Xo one need ever know where the
dispatches have been In four hourthey shah be with Major Counsellor at
the Brtsh legation

If Captain Rlywooi will bear
the whole would
simplify the matter Otherwise it is
war Selpdorf looked nieaningly at
Raiiywood as he spoke

But Valeriewa not deceived
otothat Not tht she cried
It must be that nothing Sepdorf did not look at her and he

almost brusquely
I ltnow what It means They will

say he was false to his Oth O father
Is there no other way canot let
him RO

Ralwooe1s face hanged Fate was
two strngeglns Into his

I hands love and death at the same mo-
ment He crossed to Vale s side and
drawing her to him gray eyes looked
their courage and theIr happiness into
hers

My darling this makes it easy-
whatever comes

It may be death It wii be death
He winced at the lw agonized whisper

She turned back to her father
Father you have power to do any-

thing you please I Maasau You will
save him for me You can save him
Promise me that or I cannot let him
goSelpdorf was touched Ho liked Rally
wood There was much in the single
hearted soldier that appealed to his
sympathies But

I will not deeeive you Valerie at
such a time as this he answered gen-
t I cannot foresee what may hap-
pen I may not be able to prevent the
wont Captain lallwoo holds the
dispatche He him

state and the decision rests
with you-

Valerie buried her tae in her hands
The clock moved noiselessly on and on
and the very allseemed to throb In the
silence Then the girl raised her head
and looked steadily it Rll-ywood

It would not be love said other-
wise You wouldnot love me If I said
otherwise UJt go John
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